
This week’s issue is sponsored by dear friends Shimmy and Sara Atlas of Chicago, IL in honor of their children:  

Kayla Bracha Atlas upon becoming a Bas Mitzvah, and Yehuda Atlas on becoming a Bar Mitzvah. 

Mazel Tov! May they always give you a reason to smile!    
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In the Parsha… 

“And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them.” (Exodus 21:1) 

Quite frequently people say the difference between Chukim, statutes, and Mishpatim, 
ordinances or judgments, is that statutes have no discernible reason and judgments do.  
Socially responsible laws make sense and even if there were no mitzvah, it’s likely that people 
would create such a code. 

However, if one looks at the laws in this parsha, they don’t make that much sense to us.  
Sometimes a person pays half the value of the damage.  Sometimes they pay none.  They 
could pay double or even five times, unless it’s a sheep so it’s only four times.  You might 
have to go beyond the letter of the law, and even be at risk of losing out just so someone else 
doesn’t get upset. 

We are told that we must help our enemy to unload his overburdened animal.  It’s not just 
an animal cruelty issue, or else it wouldn’t matter who the owner is.  We are commanded to 
help our enemy before our friend because HaShem wants us to become better people. 

OK, so I need to be better and kinder.  Well then, I’ll make sure that my poor neighbor wins 
in his court case against the wealthy fellow.  What?  G-d doesn’t want me to do that?  Where 
is the logic and sense that we keep talking about? 

The Navi (Yeshaya 55:8) says, “For My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says 
HaShem.  Mishpatim do have a logical rationale.  
Throughout, the focus is on repairing the damage one 
caused. In fact, the word used to say that he pays is 
‘yeshalem,’ he shall make whole. 

It is reasonable and logical to us that if one harms 
another he must make restitution.  However, we do not 
have sufficient knowledge of how to actually make 
someone ‘whole.’  Why? The Zohar says that this parsha 
contains the secret of reincarnation.   

In other words, sometimes the monetary machinations 
in this life are creating restitution for past lives.  That is 
something beyond our human comprehension, so our 
judgment would be limited.  That is why we follow the 
laws of HaShem, seeking to carry out His judgments, according to His guidelines. 

The words ‘Naaseh v’Nishma,” we will do and we will listen, do not appear in Yisro along with 
the Ten Commandments.  Rather, they appear here, in Mishpatim, because we reaffirm the 
knowledge that our vision is limited.  Therefore, we say, “We will carry out the acts HaShem 
has commanded us, including monetary rulings that we may not understand, and then, 
perhaps, at some future point, He will grant us the insight to understand why He 
commanded us thusly.”   

 



And in the News… 

A dear Facebuker Friend, Jake Turx, made headlines last week when President Trump called 
on him at a Press Conference. Whatever happened, Jake was in high demand for interviews. 

One show that wanted him aired Friday Night. They assured him that they would run a 
disclaimer telling everyone that this broadcast was taped earlier (so no one would think he 
was breaking Shabbos G-d forbid.) 

Jake called his Rabbi, to whom he consistently turns for 
guidance, who told him this: “Don’t go to the studio. Tell 
them you’ll do the interview via Skype. Then, do the 
interview outside somewhere.” It was brilliant! Because 
Jake was outside in daylight, it was clearly apparent that 
the show had been recorded earlier, when it was not yet 
Shabbos! 

Part of understanding HaShem’s Torah is making sure we 
have reliable teachers and guides. We can’t read things on 
our own and think we understand them. Best of all, 
because Judaism is built on Mesorah, the transmission of 
Torah from one generation to another, we don’t have to! 
We just have to seek out the proper guidance and we’ll be 
in a better position to properly follow the will of HaShem. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Parshas Mishpatim contains numerous laws of damages. One of the laws is that one who steals an 
animal and butchers or sells it is liable for a higher penalty. 

If it is an ox, then he pays five times the value. If it is a sheep, he pays four times the value. 

Chazal, our Sages, teach that one who steals a sheep pays less of a penalty because in stealing the 
sheep he had to degrade himself by carrying it on his shoulder, as opposed to one who stole the ox 
and could lead it honorably in the street. G-d takes his shame into account and penalizes him less. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Why should a person who steals the animal pay more if he sold it than if he kept it to 
work with? If he’s a thief, why does he deserve any deference because of his embarrassment? Nobody told him to steal a 
sheep that he’d have to carry and besides, and as a thief he didn’t respect someone else’s property so why should he be 
entitled to any special treatment? 

If G-d DOES say he deserves special treatment, and his embarrassment is to be taken into account, what does that say 
about how we react to and treat people who wrong us? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

Though we associate the phrase, “Naaseh v’Nishma, We will do and we will listen” with 

the giving of the Torah, that phrase doesn’t appear in Parshas Yisro where the Ten 

Commandments were given. Instead, it appears in our parsha, Mishpatim, as the 7th 

verse of Chapter 24 of Sefer Shemos. 

Now, the chapter and verse convention we know today is not of Jewish origin. It was 

actually introduced by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the 13th century. Despite this, it 

is clear that nothing happens on earth without the personal involvement of HaShem. 

You see, Naaseh v’Nishma now appears where it does to remind us that when it comes 

to following the will of HaShem, we do it 24/7! (24:7) 


