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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition

from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha

without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that

if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the

Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each

week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT KORACH 5777

TAKE A LESSON FROM ON BEN PELET'S WIFE

Any discussion about Korach must be with fear and trepidation. Whatever we may think or know how

about him, in a certain sense he was a great man. Rashi refers to him as a "pike-ach" while the Arizal

writes that the last letter of each of the words in "tzaddiK katamaR yifraCH" are the same letters as

the name Korach. We, of course can only speak based on what our tiny eyes are able to see and learn

from what's written in the Torah, we can't really get a true understanding of who Korach was.

The parsha opens "vayikach Korach", the commentaries explains that he was angry at Moshe Rabenu

for appointing Elitzafan ben Uziel as the head of the family of Kehat rather than himself, after all

Amram was the firstborn of Kehat and Moshe and Aharon certainly received their share. Then came

Yitzhar, Korach's father, and the Hebron and Uziel. Why, Korach wondered, was his father's family

bypassed? He therefore challenged the entire leadership of Moshe Rabenu, he wanted greatness and

leadership for himself. He decided he wanted to be the Kohen Gadol, why was it given to Aharon?

Korach, we are told, had ruach hakodesh to see into the future that the prophet Shmuel as well as the

twenty-four watches of the Kehuna. It's interesting that he didn't seem to have ruach hakodesh to

see all  the great descendants of  Aharon HaKohen such as the Chashmonaim and many Kohanim

Gedolim.

Chazal teach us that Korach was enticed by his wife, we find in the pasuk: "the wise among women

each builds her house, but the foolish one tears it down with her hands" (Mishle 14:1). The Midrash

(Bamidbar Rabba 18:20) explains that "the wise among women" refers to the wife of On ben Pelet,

while "the foolish one tears it down with her hands" refers to Korach's wife.
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It's hard to understand how he thought he deserved the Kehuna Gedola. After all, he believed in the

prophecy of Moshe Rabenu. He believed there was a Mishkan and the office of Kohen Gadol. He also

believed Moshe's prophecy that of those who would bring the ketoret, one would survive and the rest

would perish. How could he therefore encourage 250 men to join him? While he was convinced that

he would survive, but was he willing to lead 250 men to a sure death. While Moshe too believed that

one would survive and the others would die, he didn't encourage anyone to join. It's hard to believe.

The Mishnah cites as an example of a dispute that's not for Heaven's sake - Korach and his assembly.

Weren't they on the same side, why are they an example of a dispute? One answer is that there was

internal  strife  among them, there were 250 opinions regarding who should  be the Kohen Gadol.

Korach certainly couldn't argue in general against the prophecy of Moshe Rabenu, he was aware that

every board of the Mishkan was commanded from Hashem to Moshe, that on the eighth day after the

dedication a fire descended from Heaven. In this case, they assumed that the humblest of all would

be given the role, and they each viewed themselves as the most humble.

Datan and Aviram fall into another category, they didn't bring the ketoret, they didn't gather by the

entrance to the Ohel Moed. In fact neither of them was interested in becoming Kohen Gadol. They

had one purpose in mind, to dispute Moshe's leadership. They saw a group rebelling against Moshe,

they were happy to join without contesting the Kehuna Gedola.

The one who was saved from all this was On ben Peles. His wife said to him very simply, why get

involved? Whether Moshe wins or whether Korach wins you won't become leader. His wife gave him

wine, he became drunk, went into the tent and fell asleep, she stood outside with her hair uncovered

and the people who came to get On ben Peles ran away from the tent because she wasn't dressed

properly.

This is the woman Chazal praise as: "the wise among women each builds her house". On the surface

one may ask whether she used the right argument in convincing her husband. Rather than telling him

not to get involved, shouldn't she rather have stated emphatically that Moshe is right, he's the true

prophet of Hashem, how can you possibly lend support to Korach? She obviously was a very wise

woman, because a wise person knows not to say things that the other person won't listen to. Perhaps

she spoke to him on his level, she knew that trying to convince him that Korach was wrong wouldn't

have succeeded, but pointing out to him that he had nothing to gain from entering the dispute would

have a positive effect.

We can learn from this. Often we hear of disputes between Torah giants - why must we get involved.

Let's learn a lesson from the wife of On ben Pelet. It's one thing if someone is truly a gadol baTorah,

but otherwise?

We find in the Gemara many disputes such as between Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel, R' Meir and R'

Yehuda. These are all leShem Shamayim. It's not up to us to decided who's right but we certainly

should learn and try to understand. If it's not leShem Shamayim, then dispute is plain and simple -

fire. While they say in the name of R' Tzaddok that the various opinions shows the greatness of the

Oral Torah, on the other hand a fast was declared after all the disputes because there were now two

Torahs. Today we have even less clarity, so many views, so many minhagim. We hope and pray that

soon there will a Sanhedrin that will decide which view we should follow, and there will be a fulfillment

of "Ki miZion teitze Torah udvar Hashem biYerushalayim."
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