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ויקח קרח בן יצהר בן קהת בן לוי:
What did Korah take? He took himself aside from Moshe Rabbenu to argue about the
Kehuna. He decided to argue against Moshe about his choice of Nassi over the
Leviyim. He felt he was deserving to be the Nassi & boldly rebelled against Moshe.
Not only did he rebel, but he convinced two hundred fifty leaders of Klal Yisrael to
join him. They thought that Moshe Rabenu was biased in choosing Elizafan as Nassi
of the leviyim, as well as choosing Aharon, his brother, as Kohen. They did not know
that Moshe did not do anything without Hashem's consent. Moshe tried to dissuade
them & presented them with an option for each one to bring the Ketoret & Hashem
will choose the proper leader. Knowing that one who will not be chosen will die, as
Nadab & Abihu did, perhaps they would back out of their claim. Their stubbornness
& pride did not permit them to back down. With all of the abuse & ridicule that
Moshe suffered he calmly chased after them to make shalom, since he knew the
serious outcome of Mahloket. Along with them were two thorn agitators against
Moshe, Datan & Abiram, constantly antagonizing Moshe. Here again, they were
outspoken against him. Moshe gave them their last chance to back down but they
refused. As they came out of their tents the ground opened up a cavity that
swallowed them alive with their wives, children, & infants, plus all of the followers of
Korah. Besides them a fire came down from the heavens & devoured all of the two
hundred & fifty leaders who brought the Ketoret. Rashi comments: Come and see
how severe a Mahloket is. The Bet Din on earth can not punish an evil doer unless he
is thirteen years old, and the Bet Din in the heavens does not punish unless he is
twenty. Here, in the case of Mahloket, even infants were punished. Rab Hayim
Zaitchek asks, “How can infants die without sin, it's the parents who sinned not
them?” His answer is: The house of a Baal Mahloket absorbs all of the poison and his
words & Language penetrate the stones & wood & the neshamot of all in the house.
These infants & children would grow with a venom against Rabbanim & Torah.
Hashem says let them die zakai, without sin, rather than dying (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Korah/פרשת קרח
Friday /

Shir HaShirim - ש”הש /  7:00

Candle Lighting -  8:09

Shekiah - שקיעה / 8:27

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:19
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  5:45

- מנחה 7:00
- שקיעה 8:27
- שיחה 9:00
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later on, guilty of sin. The Midrash Rabbah states, “Come & see
the severity of Mahloket, even the supporters of a mahloket are

destroyed.” That was all of the two hundred & fifty leaders who supported Korah.
Even though the supporters did not actively argue with Moshe, their support led to
the continuance of the mahloket. Rab Zaitchek explains, that if one has no
supporters in his fight he eventually breaks down & the fire is extinguished. Our
rabbis tell us to run away as far as possible from any type of argument or mahloket,
because if not the results are horrible.
In the Mirer Yeshiva in Europe a mahloket broke out seemingly about who would be
the Rosh Yeshiva. Of course there were words said by the talmidim against each Rab.
The dispute ended, however years later, Rabbi Yaakov Kanievski, the Steipler Rab,
received a letter from a former Mirer talmid. He took it to the Hazon Ish & read it to
him. “I am a former talmid of Mirer Yeshiva, andI was involved in the mahloket. All of
my friends died shortly after & I am constantly living in fear. What can I do to avoid
the curse?” They sent him a letter to fast every Yom Kippur Kattan (Ereb Rosh
Hodesh) to protect him. So every Ereb Rosh Hodesh he fasted & was protected, until
one day he was bentching Birkat Hamazon & his wife mentioned to him, “Don’t
forget Yaaleh Veyabo”. He shivered. He forgot that yesterday was his fast day & he
forgot to fast. That month he passed away. Our rabbis beg us stay away from
arguments even at home, because no good can come from it. A house is blessed with
shalom when there is shalom. Even if one has an argument, he should immediately
make shalom. Be like Aharon Hakohen-Oheb Shalom & Rodef Shalom.
Shabbat Shalom         HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
The young boy struggled to concentrate. Although he had been repeatedly warned to
settle down and focus, the boy had a hard time during the class. His parents and
teachers tried many things to motivate him but all were unfortunately unsuccessful.
Late one night, unbeknownst to his parents, the boy hadn’t yet fallen asleep and
overheard his parents discussing his situation. “We tried our best” he heard them say
tearfully. “It seems he cannot succeed in his Torah studies, we shall apprentice him to
learn a trade and then something may become of him”.

Heartbroken, both parents agreed and with that, the discussion was closed, or so they
thought. Having heard the pain in his parent’s voices the boy was determined to
succeed in his Torah learning and make them proud. Where all else had proven fruitless,
the boy’s self-imposed motivation began to yield results. To his parent’s delight, the boy
grew and grew until he eventually became the famed Netziv (Reb Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda
Berlin), Rosh Yeshiva of  the illustrious Volozhin Yeshiva,  and author of many sforim.

“Imagine” the Netziv would say “I would have followed the path I overheard my
parents planning for me. No Doubt I would have ran an honest business and would have
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NATURE'S WATER TANK

Frogs can survive a long time in suspended
animation, if they have water and are in a watertight
place.

In central Australia, there is a little frog which lives in non-watertight locations for 5 or 6
years without water. The water-holding frog (Litoria platycephala) comes out of its
underground den when it rains. Immediately it eats and then drinks water. Rather quickly
it absorbs a lot of water as much as 50 percent of its own weight. During this time it feeds
and mates. The eggs, laid in pools, hatch quickly, and the tadpoles grow rapidly. Within a
few weeks-faster than most species of frog-they too are frogs. Then all the frogs burrow
into dens in the sand beneath this desert country .

No more rain will fall for years. The frogs then wait, without moving. Five or six years later
the rain may return, and out they come again.

Because of their unique and unusual ability to retain large amounts of water, the water-
holding frog has become the best example of a burrowing frog traditionally used by the
Aboriginies (native Australians). They walk around in the desert poking the ground with
the stick, when they hear a hollow section they begin to dig and find a frog under the
ground. They then remove the frog from the ground and have a drink. The water is stored
in the frogs bladder or in the pockets of skin, a slight pressure applied by hand causes the
frog to release water. This water is very fresh and after the Aboriginies drink, the frog is
released unharmed.

Not only has Hashem provided a method for this frog to thrive in its habitat, Hakadosh
Baruch hu also provided the local inhabitants with much needed water in order to survive!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… observed the mitzvos. I would have considered myself
an upright ehrliche yid, and when my time came to

stand before the heavenly tribunal, I would have expected a positive judgement. Instead,
I would have heard “Where is all the Torah  you were supposed to learn and teach? Where
are all your students? where Is Ha’emek Davar? Where is Meishiv Davar? Where is
Meromei Sadeh? Where is Ha’emek She’eilah? I would have defended myself saying I am
an honest simple shoemaker, no more. But in Heaven they know my  true potential, and
had I followed that path I would have not tapped into it and unfortunately had failed
myself”.
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הליכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

Selecting from a Mixture (Week 5)
Preparing Fruits & Vegetables on Shabbat

1. Peeling fruit and vegetables on Shabbat
Peeling fruit and vegetables is forbidden on
Shabbat under the melacha of Borer. Yet peeling
is different than separating waste from food.
Though the law is that one may not separate
waste from food even if the food will be eaten
immediately nevertheless with peeling since this
is the only way to eat the food under certain
conditions it is permitted.
One may peel fruit and vegetables under two
conditions:
1. One may only peel fruit and vegetables to be
eaten immediately, Preparing at the onset of a
meal for the meal is also permitted. However,
one may not peel more than an hour, prior to the
meal.
2. One may only peel with one’s hands or with an
ordinary knife. A peeler may only be used with a
fruit that its peel is edible and eaten by most
people. For example, an apple, pear or peach
may be peeled with a peeler. According to some
poskim a peeler is equivalent to an ordinary knife
accordingly one may peel with a peeler with any
type of fruit to be eaten immediately.
[The halachah is that preparing close to the meal
for the meal is considered immediately,
therefore whenever it is mentioned that the
eating must be immediately this is included]
Examples:
A) One may not peel onions, garlic, avocado or
eggs unless he will eat it immediately.
B) One may not peel an orange or banana unless
he will eat it immediately.
C) One may not peel a cucumber or carrot for a
later time since most people do not eat the peel
of a cucumber or carrot it is considered waste.
However, it is permitted to peel to eat
immediately.
D) One may peel a cucumber, carrot, melon,
mango, kiwi or pineapple even to be eaten later
if there is some of its food on the peel.
E) One may remove the vine attached to a
cluster of grapes to be eaten immediately.

F) One may peel off the outer inedible leaves of
a head of lettuce to eat the inner lettuce
immediately.
G) One may remove the skin off the chicken to
eat right away.
H) If the bottom of a cupcake was stuck to the
cooking paper one may peel it off on Shabbat.
I) One may peel off a sticker from a fruit.

2. Washing fruits and vegetables
One may wash off dirt or waste from fruit or
vegetables to eat immediately. The reason is
that we regard the waste on the food as a peel
which may be removed to be eaten immediately.
However, one may not soak them so that the
waste should separate from the food.
Examples:

Apple
● One may wash an apple to remove pesticides
and other wastes to eat immediately.
● Fruit that have a sticker on them may be
peeled off on Shabbat. This is so if the sticker
peels off easily, but if it’s stuck on then it may
only be peeled to be eaten immediately.

Grapes
● One may wash grapes before eating them
however one may not soak them so that the
waste should separate.
Lettuce
● Insect free lettuce that is grown in a special
way that generally require soaking to remove
sand or dirt it is forbidden to do so on Shabbat
however one may wash them under the faucet.
Strawberries
● One may not soak strawberries in water on
Shabbat. Therefore, one should clean them from
before Shabbat. (strawberries are prone to bug
infestation therefore one should consult with
ones rabbi on how to clean them)

Rabbi Michael Levy


