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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Metzia  83b) states that a laborer’s workday 
begins at sunrise (vnjv .b) and ends at nightfall (ohcfufv ,tm), 
and that he may use the employer’s time to arrive at work 
(leaving home at sunrise) because his commute is for the 
employer’s benefit, but must use his own time to go home (after 
,tm), as returning home at night is not for the employer’s benefit. 
Application of this Gemara which views an employee’s travel 
time as working for the employer’s benefit has resulted in Psak 
Halacha that awards wages to someone hired for a job, from the 
moment he (e.g.) packs up his family and begins the relocation to 
his new job’s area. (ck hrej n”uj 2:72) Tosafos points out that 
when Ezra led the rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash, the workers 
began work earlier, at dawn (rjav sung), and Tosafos explains 
that they began earlier out of reverence for the Beis HaMikdash 
project, but that all other laborers need not begin until sunrise. As 
such, it is likely that those who worked on the Mishkan also 
would have begun their workday early, at dawn, donating of their 
time above and beyond what was required. This may be implied 
from the Posuk which states: recc recc vcsb sug uhkt uthcv ovu – 
they brought additional donations to Moshe every morning, which 
could mean that they donated additional time. Since the word rec 
(morning) begins at sunrise, the duplication of recc recc 
generally refers to the period of time before sunrise, as the 
Gemara (Pesachim 59a) derives that the only thing that preceded 
the morning Korban Tomid was the Ketores, because the Posuk 
states that the Korban Tomid was to be offered recc  - at sunrise, 
whereas the Ketores was to be brought recc recc, and any 
duplication of recc  must be brought earlier than that brought at 
rec. Thus the vcsb that was brought recc recc could refer to the 
daily period before sunrise, and to the extra time donated then to 
construction of the Mishkan.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would one eat less than a K’Zayis of Issur, and violate 2 
Issurim, but if he ate a full K’Zayis, he violates only 1 Issur ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would someone say the weekday Musaf on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh ?)  
According to Igros Moshe (j”ut 4:70), if one said the regular 
Shabbos Musaf on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, he must then say a 
Rosh Chodesh Musaf to be tmuh Rosh Chodesh, but it should not 
be the Shabbos one, as he was tmuh Shabbos Musaf already. Other 
Poskim disagree.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
The mitzvah of Nichum Aveilim is not fulfilled by the recitation of 
the Nusach: … ‘ufu of,t ojbh ouenv which is intended as a 
concluding brocho after one has fulfilled the Nichum. The 
Nichum required by the Torah entails sitting and speaking with 
the Aveil in order to soothe his spirit with one’s concern. When 
one has done that, he may rise and say the words ojbh ouenv just 
prior to leaving.  (Igros Moshe  j”ut 5:20:21) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yevamos  6b) derives that Beis Din cannot dispense 
punishment on Shabbos from: ofh,ucaun kfc at urgc, tk. As the 
Rambam (Shabbos 24:7) explains, carrying out punishment is a 
vag ,umn which might preempt the laws of Shabbos. Therefore, 
the Posuk makes clear that one may not execute with fire (or by 
other means), or even apply lashes on Shabbos. The Magen 
Avrohom (j”ut 339:3) points out how the Rambam’s language 
implies that punishments are not to be carried out because of the 
possibility of Chilul Shabbos. What if a punishment would not 
involve Chilul Shabbos ? Does the Posuk’s exclusion still apply ? 
Obviously, execution will by definition involve Chilul Shabbos, 
and the Rambam (Sefer HaMitzvos 322) seems to limit the Issur 
to executions only. But the Sefer HaChinuch (114) states that 
VaYakhel has one mitzvah – prohibiting judges from adjudicating 
on Shabbos, derived from urgc, tk, which seems not to be 
necessarily concerned with the possibility of Chilul Shabbos, but 
rather to preserve the sanctity and vjubn of Shabbos. As such, it 
would apply to all Dinim and punishments. If so, why does the 
Rambam (Shabbos 23:14) state that adjudication is prohibited on 
Shabbos, because it might lead to writing (the Psak) ? Is it not 
already prohibited by the Posuk ? Some Meforshim suggest that 
the Posuk prohibits carrying out punishments on Shabbos, but to 
deliberate the issues on Shabbos is not prohibited. However, it 
would also be prohibited to arrive at a Psak Din on Shabbos, 
because one might come to write down the Psak. This distinction 
is evident in the words of the Pri Megadim, cited by R’ Akiva 
Eiger (j”ut 339:3) concerning one who refuses to fulfill the 
mitzvah of Succah, where the Halacha is: uapb tm,a sg u,ut ihfn 
and the Pri Megadim adds: abug lrsc tku – the beating is not to be 
administered as a punishment. R’ Akiva Eiger notes that such a 
beating is permitted on Shabbos, because only those punishments 
that are dispensed as abug are forbidden by the Posuk. A simple 
conclusory Psak Din is forbidden by the Gezeirah of cu,fh tna.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Reuven insulted Shimon in an egregious way. The area Rav heard about 
it and told Reuven that it would not be enough that he do Teshuvah and 
ask Shimon to be kjun him. “You must also worry that he might not be 
truly appeased”. And so, the Rav instructed him to buy an expensive gift 
for Shimon. Reuven entered a gift store and selected an expensive vase. 
As the proprietor took the vase down off the shelf, it slipped out of his 
hands and fell down, breaking into many pieces. Reuven was unfazed. 
“How much will you sell me the pieces for ?” The owner quoted him a 
small price, asking why he wanted the pieces. Reuven replied that it was 
his business, and instructed the owner to wrap up the pieces in gift 
wrap, and deliver it to Shimon. He told the delivery man that just before 
handing it to Shimon, he should drop it ‘accidentally’ on the floor, where 
it would have to break. The ruse went off perfectly, until Shimon opened 
the ‘broken’ wrapped package, only to discover that each of the broken 
pieces had been individually wrapped inside the larger wrapping, thus 
exposing Reuven’s perfidy.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


