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Items that Need Repair 

Are buttons Muktze? 

Buttons that were never sewn on to clothing are Muktze and may not be handled. Buttons that 

became detached from clothing are a Machlokes whether they are muktze or not. Therefore 

they should not be handled.1 

What is the Halacha regarding eyeglasses that broke on Shabbos? 

There are various factors to be considered in this situation.   

 It is prohibited to reattach the lens or temple on Shabbos if by doing so the frame will 
be fixed in a permanent and tight fashion. Additionally, all the pieces are Muktze. 
Chazal prohibited the pieces to be handled in this case because they were concerned 
that one may come to fix the glasses on Shabbos. 

 If the glasses cannot be fixed by the owner they are not Muktze. However, the 
unusable component, such as the temple, is Muktze and should not be handled.2 
Additionally, the glasses component may be replaced on shabbos if doing so is clearly 
temporary, and the reattached component is still loose (e.g. by using a rubber-band or 
safety pin). In this case the broken piece is not considered muktze since it can be 
temporarily fixed on shabbos. 

 If a nose piece came off it may not be returned in a permanent fashion. However, the 
glasses are not muktze since the glasses still have regular function; there is no concern 
that one will fix them on shabbos.3  

If a part of an object broke off on Shabbos (e.g. a wheel fell off a stroller, handle fell off a 

knife), what is the Halacha? 

This question is similar to the one above, with the various factors to consider. 

 

 In the case where it is possible for the object to be fixed in a permanent fashion, then 
both the object and the broken piece (e.g. the stroller and the wheel, knife and the 
handle) are Muktze. The reason for this is the same as above, since Chazal were 
concerned that a person may come to permanently fix an object that is not currently 
usable in its normal fashion.  

 If the object cannot be fixed by the owner, the broken object (e.g. the stroller, knife) is 
not Muktze (since there is no concern that one will fix it), although the piece that broke 
off and is currently unusable (e.g. the wheel, handle), is Muktze and should not be 
handled. Additionally, using the example of the stroller wheel, if by reattaching the 
wheel/handle it will still be loose and the fix temporary, then it may be put back on and 
it would not be considered muktze. 

 If an armrest of a chair came off it may not be fixed on Shabbos. However, the chair is 
not muktze since it has a regular function without the armrest. There is no concern that 
one will come to fix it on Shabbos. 

                                                           
עי' תהל''ד ושלמי יהודה מהגרי''ש אלישיב דהיתר דלתות הכלים הוא רק במה דבעי רק חזרה בעלמא, ובשו''ע הרב וטלטולי שבת אי' להחמיר בכל דלתות הכלים שאין ראוי  1

 לשום השתמשות, ובשש''כ מהגרישז''א כ' להחמיר בכפתורים מצויים שלא בעי ליה לחזרה 
2
 אין בכלל דלתות הכלים כיון דבעי מעשה אומן

3 The nose piece Is not Moktze according to many  poskim if it can be fixed by the owner since it is considered part of the glasses. 
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