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House Keys 

Is it permissible to carry a house key on Shabbos during the day within an Eruv, so 

as to have it accessible to open the door upon returning home at night after Shabbos 

has concluded? 

One should only carry the key during the day if it was needed to lock the door upon leaving 

the house.   

 

Is it permissible to move a keychain that includes a house key as well as a car key on 

the same ring? 

If it is anticipated that the house key will be needed on Shabbos, it is preferable to remove 

the car key from the ring before Shabbos. If this was not done, it is permissible to move 

the keychain by grasping the house key (non-Muktzeh) or the ring itself, even though the 

car key (Muktzeh) will undoubtedly be carried along with it.1    

Is it permissible to hide a key in one’s yard by covering it with a stone or placing in 

a bush?  

If one wishes to hide a key in his yard, one should be aware that rocks and bushes are 

Muktze and may not be handled.  

Is it permissible to wear a gold or silver key as a tie clip? 

It is permitted to wear a gold or silver key as an ornament such as a tie clip.  

 

Note that when this type of key is used to unlock a door that opens towards the street, 

the key should be removed from the key hole before the door is actually opened and 

replaced on the wearer’s garment as an ornament, to avoid carrying the key into the 

house.  

 

Note too that if the depth of the door post is 4 tefachim (12”–16”or greater), the wearer 

must be standing within the depth of the doorpost before removing the key from his 

garment to unlock the door.  
 

 

                                                           
1 The Muktzah can be moved because of “tiltul min hatzad litzorech davar vamutar” which means indirect moving 

for the purpose of a non-Muktzah item. This leniency has a condition named “efsher biniur” meaning if there is 

an option to shake off the Muktzah item so that it will not have to be moved, then one may not use the leniency 

since it can be avoided.  The same applies to Erev Shabbos - since one can remove the key before Shabbos, he 

should do so to avoid this.  
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