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 This year, Parshat ZACHOR is on Shabbat
Parshat T'tzaveh. How common is that? Very. It happens almost 60% of
the time. Only in one-Adar years, in 6 of the 7 year-types. Only when
R"H is Shabbat and Marcheshvan and Kislev both have 29 days, then
T'zaveh is a hafsaka between Zachor and Para. In Yerushalayim it is
Purim. In all two-Adar years, T'tzaveh is before the Four Parshiyot.
MY people had their first op for KL on Sun. eve of 4 Adar. 7-days-after-
the-molad people have their first op on THU, eve of 8 Adar, Feb. 22.
Motza"Sh people, on Leil YUD, Feb. 24th. Last op: THU March 1st.

PPexplanations on p.66
and on www.ttidbits.com

click on either PPx link

huske

ParshaPPPPPiiiiixxxxx

http://www.ttidbits.com


Candles T'TZAVEH - ZACHOR Havdala Ki Tis a

4:57 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 6:10 5:02 6:15

5:14 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 6:13 5:20 6:18

5:13 Beit Shemesh / RBS 6:11 5:18 6:16

5:12 Gush Etzion 6:10 5:17 6:15

5:13 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 6:11 5:18 6:16

5:12 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 6:11 5:18 6:16

5:13 Netanya 6:11 5:18 6:16

5:12 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 6:12 5:17 6:17

5:13 Rehovot 6:11 5:19 6:17

4:57 Petach Tikva 6:11 5:02 6:16

5:12 Ginot Shomron 6:10 5:17 6:15

5:02 Haifa / Zichron 6:10 5:07 6:16

5:11 Gush Shiloh 6:09 5:17 6:15

5:11 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 6:12 5:17 6:17

5:12 Giv'at Ze'ev 6:10 5:17 6:15

5:12 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 6:10 5:18 6:16

5:14 Ashkelon 6:13 5:20 6:18

5:13 Yad Binyamin 6:11 5:19 6:17

4:59 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 6:08 5:05 6:13

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:50pm       Next week: 6:55pm
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 The ZACHOR - Taanit Esther Connection
The ZACHOR-PURIM connection is well
known. The Torah commands us (at the
end of Parshat Ki Teitzei) to Remember
what Amalek did on our way out of
Egypt. Essentially, the mitzvot to
Remember and the other-side-of-the-
coin prohibition of LO TISHKACH, do
not forget, are not timed. LO TISHKACH
is really an always-mitzva. ZACHOR can
be every day, once in a while, once a
year, (even once in a lifetime) - and it is
not specific to any time of the year.

Our Sages made the connection
between ZACHOR and Purim because
Haman was a descendant of Amalek. So
they legislated that the formal mitzva
of ZACHOR should be performed once
a year, on the Shabbat before Purim,
with the public reading from the Torah
of the last three p'sukim of Ki Teitzei,
that contain the commands of Zachor
and Lo Tishkach, as well as the mitzva
of TIMCHEH, to wipe out Amalek.

As already said, the connection to
Purim is obvious and strong. 

But we're looking at a connection to
Taanit Esther. To find it, we need to
look at two things - why is there a fast
day before Purim, and a different
aspect of the mitzva of Zachor.

First things first. Yes, Esther asked Mor-
dechai to gather the Jews of Shushan
that they should fast (and pray) so she
might succeed in her approach to
Achashveirosh. Taanit Esther certainly
commemorates that, and is named for
that - but it isn't necessarily the reason
we fast. Yes, the people would fast (and
pray) when they fought against their

enemies, and that idea works to explain
fasting on Erev Purim. But there is
more.

Purim is the celebration of our being
saved from the plot of Haman (and
Achashveirosh) to destroy the Jewish
People. Our fate turned favorably from
what it might have been. V'NAHAFOCH
HU. We had Light and Joy and Happi-
ness... when things had looked quite
dark. However, there is a nagging issue
that has the potential to spoil some of
the Purim Joy. The question is, How did
we fall under the threat of Haman's
plot? Why were the Jews of the Persian
kingdom subjected to mortal fear for
almost a whole year? 

Something to give some serious
thought to. But not on Purim day.
Chazal wisely did not want us to spoil
the festive mood and the feelings of
gratitude to HKB"H who was the silent
partner of Mordechai and Esther in
bringing about our salvation. Purim
also celebrates our recommitment - this
time, joyously - to Torah and Mitzvot.
Chazal didn't want to take away from
the multiple-joy of Purim.

So they made Taanit Esther. That's the
day to examine what the Jews did
wrong way back then. And - sadly - a
day to reflect on what we still do wrong
to become targets of threats and
rockets and stones and more, from
today's various Hamans.

Without answering the question totally,
one thing we can say is that the Jews at
the time had no business attending
royal parties whose prominent   goto 57



With a heavy heart, we announce
the untimely passing of

HaRav Yaakov Moshe
Poupko l"vf
dyn awri axd

l"vf oxd` jexa axd oa
Heartfelt condolences to his wife,

children, and family
milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

Levaya: Wednesday morning
6 Adar, February 21 • 11:00am

Eretz HaChayim Cemetery

Shiva: Chai Taib 2, Har Nof
entrance BET, apt. 13

09:30-13:00 and 16:00-21:00
until Tuesday morning, Feb. 27

jexa exkf idi
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T'tzaveh
20th of 54 sedras; 
8th of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 179.2 lines in a Torah (33rd)

10 Parshiot; 2 open, 8 closed

101 p'sukim (35th - 8th in Sh’mot)

1412 words (35th - 8th in Sh’mot)

5430 letters (32nd - 7th in Sh’mot)

7 mitzvot; 4 positives, 3 prohibitions

There are other mitzvot in the sedra
besides those seven. Numbers don't
always give an accurate "Mitzva- Picture"
of a sedra.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of parsha; 
(Z) is the number of p'sukim in the parsha.
Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; L=LAV
(prohibition). X:Y is the perek & pasuk from
which the mitzva comes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 27:20-28:12
[S> 27:20 (2)] Moshe (his name
conspicuously missing from this sedra
- see p.58) is told by G-d to command
the people to take pure olive oil in
order to light the Menora's lamps. The
Menora, to be located in the main
section of the Mishkan, outside the
Parochet, shall be tended and kindled
on a daily basis [98, A25 27:21]. The
lights shall shine from evening until
morning, this being a perpetual law
throughout the generations.

 The People of Israel are likened
to the Olive - just as the olive shows its
greatness (its oil) only after being
crushed and squeezed, so too does
Israel show its special qualities after
being subjected to the trials and
tribulations of Jewish History. And
Israel is also compared to the oil of the
olive - just as oil does not mix with
other liquids, but rather floats above



May the Torah learned from this
issue of Torah Tidbits be p"rl

Our Beloved Father
NATAN LEIBLER l"f

l"f a`f oa oerny ozp
on his first yahrtzeit
xc` e"h - mixet oyey

The Leibler and Last Families
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them, so too Israel does not (should
not) mix with the nations of the world.
And if we remain faithful to G-d, we will
rise above the nations (or groups) who
seek to hurt us.

[S> 28:1 (5)] Moshe is next told to
bring Aharon and his sons "front and
center" to serve G-d as Kohanim.
Special garments are to be made for
the Kohen Gadol's glory and honor
[99, A33 28:2].

 Some say that glory and honor
refer to G-d's and the People's, not
(just) the Kohen Gadol's. There are
different meanings to the Torah's
phrase "for honor and splendor".
Ramban gives it a straightforward
meaning - that the garments of the
Kohen Gadol were for his glory. They
were royal/noble garments befitting
the position of the Kohen Gadol, whose
status was that of royalty. With his
special garments, the Kohen Gadol pro-
jected a perfect image. The garments
helped present the Kohen Gadol to the
People with great and appropriate
dignity. This would help the People
understand and relate to the Kohen

Gadol as the vehicle of the Divine
Presence among them.

On a different level, we can say that the
objects of glory were G-d and the
People themselves. When the Kohen
Gadol wore his special garments, and
the people see him in his splendor,
then there is an increase in honor to
G-d. The special garments also increase
our awareness of the Sanctity of the
Beit HaMikdash, and we are inspired to
repent.
Talented artisans are to do the work.
The garments are: the CHOSHEN
(Breastplate), EIFOD (decorative
apron or cloak), ME’IL (robe or
poncho), KUTONET (linen tunic),
MITZNEFET (turban), and the
AVNEIT (belt/sash).

The TZITZ (forehead plate) and
MICHNASAYIM (short pants worn
under the Kutonet) are among the
garments but are not mentioned at this
point in the Torah. This can be
explained. The pants are for modesty,
not glory and honor. And, perhaps, the
Tzitz is for G-d's honor and to humble
the Kohen Gadol, so it too isn't part of
the list of the garments that are for the
KG's honor and glory.
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     MOVERS

Beit El
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References available
(02) 997-8757 • 052-607-1171
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EYE CARE IS NOT CHILD'S PLAY

Quality Multifocals 1+1
Discounts for Maccabi members

(02) 674-3888
One phone number • 3 locations

Town: King George 16 (Rejwan Plaza)
Talpiot/Arnona: Derech Hevron 101A

Ramot Eshkol: Shopping Center (Paran)

The artisans were to take the gold,
dyed wools, and linen (for the purpose
of making the garments).

[P> 28:6 (7)] The Eifod is to be woven
from yarn made of threads of gold,
three colors of dyed wool (blue, purple,
crimson - the colors and shades are
the subject of centuries of debate - and
linen in an intricate style. The Eifod
has two shoulder straps. The belt of
the Eifod is made in the same manner
as the Eifod itself, and is an integral
part of it (not a separate piece that was
attached).

It is interesting to note that some of the
furnishings of the Mishkan and some of
the garments were explicitly to be "of a
single piece", rather than attached. Not
all the items of the Mishkan, nor all the
garments, but the point is emphasized
in the Torah for those items to which
the rule must apply. Often, the symbol-
ism in this kind of rule is the unity of
Bnei Yisrael - every part of the nation is
not just important, but integrally
connected - no, more than that, an
inseparable part.

Two onyx stones (Shoham) were set on
the shoulders, and engraved the names
of the tribes. These stones, with the
names, serve as an eternal reminder
for the KG.

 Talmud Yerushalmi states that
the name of Binyamin was engraved on
both shoulder-stones, BIN on one and
YAMIN on the other. This idea is
supported by the language of the
Torah - "From six of their names..."
rather than "six of their names". In



OU Israel Center TT 1265  l  page 8    T'tzaveh - ZACHOR 5778

V'ZOT HABRACHA, when Moshe is
blessing the tribes, the Torah says of
Binyamin that "he will dwell between
the shoulders, "U'VEIN K'TEIFAV
SHACHEN".

Levi - Second Aliya 
18 p'sukim - 28:13-30
[S> 28:13 (2)] Gold settings and chains
are to be made for the Eifod.
[S> 28:15 (16)] The Choshen is made in
the same intricate syle and manner of
the Eifod. It is rectangular (double
square) which when folded (which was
the way it was worn) made a square
measuring one ZERET (a span, which
is half an Ama) on a side. Gold settings
were woven into the Choshen to
recieve the twelve precious stones in
four rows of three stones each. Straps
and fasteners were made to firmly
attach the Choshen to the Eifod. They
must not be detached from each other
[100, L87 28:28]. The Urim V'Tumim
(parchment with the Divine Name(s)
on it) was inserted into the fold of the
Choshen, and gave the Choshen its
miraculous powers.

 The letters of CHOSHEN re-
arrange to spell NACHASH, meaning
"snake" but also meaning divination
through the occult and black magic,

powers in this world which are
anathema to Torah and Judaism.
L'havdil, the Choshen is one of our
legitimate tools for revealing hidden
things. Significant that these opposite
"forces" are actually two sides of the
same coin (i.e. anagrams).

CLARIFICATION: The yarn for the Eifod
and Choshen was produced as follows:
Six strands of T'cheilet-dyed wool (blue,
opinions vary as to the shade) were
twisted with a strand of gold to
produce a thread. The same was done
with Argaman-dyed wool (purple,
blue-purple, other opinions) and gold,
Shani-dyed wool (red, crimson, orange)
and gold, Sheish (white linen) and gold.
Each thread was made of 7 strands, i.e.
six of the fiber and one of gold. Then
the four threads were twisted together
to form the yarn from which the Eifod
and the Choshen were woven.

Another CLARIFICATION: Note that
these garments (and some others) were
Shaatnez. Yet rather than be forbidden,
it was a mitzva (and a requirement) for
the Kohen Gadol to wear these
garments. No contradiction here. He
Who said not to wear Shaatnez,
commanded the KG to wear these
garments. Similarly, He who said that it
is forbidden to slaughter an animal on
Shabbat, commanded that the daily



dpial mirax` oa
Happy 40th Birthday J-T
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korbanot and the Musaf be done on
Shabbat. He is the Boss. Forbidding
something in general and commanding
the same thing in a specific situation,
underscores the idea of G-d's mastery
of all. (That's not the reason, but...)

Here's an idea about Shaatnez in
general, and its use in the Kohen's
garments in particular. This is not a
reason for the prohibition, nor for its
use in Bigdei K'huna. It's just a point to
ponder. Wool is the chief fiber from the
animal kingdom. Flax is (or at least was)
the chief fiber from the plant kingdom.
Garments are the chief use of fibers. If
so, we can say that one of the
manifestations of human dominance
over nature is our ability to take fibers
from both plants and animals, process
them and use them for our own
benefit, comfort, and adornment. And
taking the most prestigious of each
kingdom, and weaving them together,
and wearing garments made from the
combination of wool and linen is one of
the ultimate signs of our top position
on Nature's pyramid. Comes the Torah
and tells us that we have limits. Yes, we
may take from nature to clothe
ourselves. But not limitlessly. Not the
ultimate demonstration of complete
dominance. Because WE do not com-
pletely dominate. Only G-d does.
Perhaps, the prohibition of Shaatnez is
a mitzva meant to humble us, and rein
us in, if just a little with this token
reminder.

But when G-d commands us to fashion
garments for the Kohen Gadol for G-d's
(and the KG's) splendor, then the
opposite is seen. G-d told us to
purposely go "all the way".

It might be similar to not building a
private dwelling (or shul!) that matches
or surpasses the beauty of the Beit
HaMikdash. It might be similar in
message to giving Bikurim and T'ruma,
etc. Think about it.

On another note... There are different
opinions as to how the names of the
tribes (really, it's the sons of Yaakov,
since Levi and Yosef appear, rather than
Efrayim and Menashe) were engraved
on the Choshen (and the Eifod’s
shoulder stones).

Want a headache? Read through Rav



The Torah in this week's Torah
Tidbits is L'zecher Nishmas

Rav Avrohom
ben Rav Aryeh Leib l"vf

From his son,
Rabbi Dr. Yisrael Chai Radin & family
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Aryeh Kaplan's footnotes in The Living
Torah on the stones of the Choshen
and then go to the Temple Institute's
website and read about the stones
there. So many opinions that it is
impossible know what the Choshen
actually looked like.

mdx iel a oerny ` oae`x

g oleaf v xkyyi i dcedi

ihay cb a ilztp wri w oc

oinipa oe sqei xyi xy`

This arrangement of the stones on the
Choshen is the opinion of Chizkuni, a
Rishon from France who lived more
than 700 years ago. He wrote a
commentary on the Torah based on
Rashi. He says that all of Leah’s sons
were first, then Bilha’s, then Zilpa’s, and
finally Rachel’s. Rashi, however
arranges the names in order of birth, so
Reuven, Shimon, Levi, and Yehuda are
on the same stones as Chizkuni has
them, as are Yosef and Binyamin. Rashi
says that Dan, Naftali, Gad, and Asher
were before Yissachar and Zevulun.

Note that in addition to the names of
the tribes, there are additional letters
that spell the names Avraham, Yitzchak,
Yaakov, and Shivtei Yeshurun (another
name for Bnei Yisrael). These additional
letters are added to each successive
stone so that each stone will end up
with six letters engraved on it
(according to Chizkuni).

Furthermore, all letters of the Alef-Bet
are now represented, so that the Kohen
Gadol can receive Divine messages via

the Urim V'Tumim and the letters on
the stones of the Choshen, which were
illuminated and then interpreted by the
KG (with Ru'ach HaKodesh?).

Rambam has the same arrangement as
Chizkuni, but he puts the names
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov on the
Reuven stone, and the words Shivtei
Kah on the Binyamin stone.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 28:31-43
[S> 28:31 (5)] The Me'il was made of
T'cheilet wool (some shade of sky blue
- at what part of day or night? Good
question. That's why there are
different opinions). Its neck was
especially reinforced to prevent
tearing, which is prohibited [101, L88
28:32]. This prohibition applies to all
Kohen garments, but is commanded in
the context of the Me'il. The hem of
the Me'il was adorned with gold bells
and multi-colored RIMONIM (pom-
poms) of wool and linen.

[S> 28:36 (8)] The TZITZ was to be
made of pure gold with the words
KODESH LASHEM, Holy unto G-d,
hammered out as raised letters from
the Tzitz. The Tzitz was secured to the



Mazal Tov to
Esther & Moshe Davis

and family
on the birth of a grandson
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A luxurious English-speaking vacation
at an af f ord able price
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Dead Sea

Luxuriously Renovated on the Dead Sea Beach
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Rabbi Dr Aharon Adler

Exquisite Rabanut Yisroel Glatt
Kosher Cuisine · No Kitniyot
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  Lenny Davidman

Lenny Davidman
02-673-0721

054-557-3101
fax: 02-673-0722

email: Lenny@LDevents.com
website: LDevents.com

Kohen Gadol's head by bands of
T'cheilet wool.

The Kutonet - tunic and the Mitznefet
(or Migba'at) - turban - were made of
pure linen.

The Avneit, belt was woven from the
wools and linen. There is a dispute as
to whether only the Kohen Gadol's belt
was Sha'atnez or those of all Kohanim. 

 The Avneit (of all kohanim) was
32 amot long, approx. 16m of sash.
Think about that for a moment. For
people still stuck in non-metrics, that's
more than 52 feet. It took a long time to
put on and it produced a large bulge
that the Kohen always felt when he put
his arms at his sides. Similarly, the
Kohen's turban was wound from 16
amot of linen strip and probably "sat
heavy" on the kohen's head. Sources
say that a kohen saw his turban
whenever he raised his eyes. Similarly,
the Kutonet was long sleeved and
almost floor length, so the kohen
always noticed his garments during
Avoda. This assured that the kohen
would have proper Kavana during his
sacred service.
For Aharon's sons (and all active
kohanim), there are four garments -
tunic, turban, belt, pants. The regular

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com
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I want to  express my great
appreciatio n to  the OU Israel Center
staff fo r creating such a welco ming
ho me fo r my mo ther To by Willig a"h

all these many years.

I also  want to  thank all the friends
who  gave us great co mfo rt thro ugh

celebrating my mo ther's life with me.

Ruth Koenigsberg and family

kohen's garments were also for honor
and glory. Aharon and his sons were to
be dressed in their garments and
anointed to serve as kohanim. The
linen pants of the kohanim, from waist
to knees, was for modesty. Rambam
says there were loops at the waist for a
rope-belt. Rashi says the Michna-
sayim resembled boxer shorts in that
they were not tight-fitting.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
18 p'sukim - 29:1-18
[S> 29:1 (37)] The consecration
ceremony for Aharon and his sons is
described in this portion. Sacrificial
offerings included a bull (this very first
offering in the Mikdash is the symbolic
father of the Golden Calf and came as
an tonement for his son / that sin) and
two rams, various types of matza-
crackers made from flour and oil (and
water - almost always an ingredient,
but not mentioned in the text). The
kohanim-to-be immersed in a mikve,
were dressed in their special garments,
and were anointed with special oil. 

Chamishi 5th Aliya
19 p'sukim - 29:19-37
The intricate details of the seven-day
ceremony for the Mishkan are
presented. The Kohanim are required
to eat the meat of the sin- and
guilt-offerings (Chatat and Asham).
This command applies not only during
the consecration ceremony, but is a

mitzva for regular Temple service
[102, A89 29:33]. Many procedures of
the first week were "one-shot-deals";
those would not be counted as mitzvot
of the Torah. Other practices became
standard procedure in the Mikdash
(and are often counted among 613 or
as part of mitzvot).

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
8 p'sukim - 29:38-46
[S> 29:38 (9)] Daily procedures on the
Altar are to include the sacrificing of
two lambs as Burnt-Offerings, one in
the morning and the second one in the
late afternoon. These daily sacrifices
are accompanied by flour and oil
"mincha" and wine for libation. This
mitzva of the T'midim is #401 to be
found and counted in Parshat Pinchas
(not counted here).

In response to our consecration of the
Kohanim, HaShem Himself will
sanctify the Mishkan, Altar, and
Kohanim. "And I will dwell among
the People of Israel and be their
G-d" (29:45). This pasuk is the
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Bayit Vegan TT pick-up
in hallway of Uziel 73

until Feb. 28th

companion of the pasuk that began the
whole portion of the Mikdash. In that
first pasuk, the idea of G-d living
among us, so to speak, and not merely
in the Sanctuary that we make, is
alluded to by the grammar of
B'TOCHAM. In this pasuk at the end
(almost) of the instructions for making
the Mikdash and everything in it and
about it - the matter is spelled out. 

R' Yaakov Auerbach z"l points out that
the G'matriya of this whole pasuk
(29:45, quoted above) is 2449, the year
from Creation in which the Mishkan
was first dedicated.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
10 p'sukim - 30:1-10
[P> 30:1 (10)] The Incense Altar is to
be constructed of acacia wood, 1 ama
wide by 1 ama long by 2 amot tall. It is
to be plated with gold and adorned
with a decorative border of gold. Two
gold rings were attached to opposite
edges for the carrying poles,
themselves made of wood covered with
gold. This Altar was placed in front of
the Parochet and was used essentially
for the daily offering of incense [103,
A28 30:7] (and for part of the Yom
Kippur Avoda), in the morning when
the Menora was tended. Incense was
offered towards evening too. No other

use of the Golden Altar was permitted
[104, L82 30:9].

Maftir - 2nd Torah
3 p’sukim; 
D’varim 25:17-19
A single parsha p'tucha from the end of
Ki Teitzei. Written on 6 lines in a Sefer
Torah. 3 p'sukim, 47 words, 178 letters.
Smallest of the special maftirs. Contains

3 mitzvot; 2 pos, 1 prohib.

Generally, the mitzva to hear Torah
reading is rabbinic. ZACHOR is the only
portion of the Torah the hearing of
which (with Kavana) is the fulfillment of
a mitzva from the Torah. (Some say that
Para is d'Oraita too, but not on the
same level as Zachor). The 3-pasuk
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Condolences to Perel Wachsman,
their children and families

on the passing of their
husband/father

Rabbi Raphael Wachsman l"f
Condolences to his siblings, 

Larry Wachsman, Rabbi Pesach
Wachsman, and Cheryl Prenzlau
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Small lane of the German Colony 
Villa 330m built, private garden 170m, gorgeous terrace,
parking, storage, separate entrance. ETA: 054-723-3863

Talbieh, private land new residence, totally
new garden apartment 150m built, private garden 170m
with views, parking, storage, attractive price!

Baka New luxury building, new penthouse of 160m
with amazing 90m terrace, parking, storage. 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

City Center, Haneviim Court 
Resale from private owner, modern luxury apt. 150m, 
2 large balconies, succah, very spacious and full of light. 
KIM: 054-441-5704

Shai Agnon beautiful residence 
Garden duplex, 6 bedrooms, 100m garden, all renovated,
private gym and lobby in the building, private parking. 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

Old Katamon, new penthouse 
160m, beautiful 30m succah terrace, panoramic
Jerusalem views, newly small building, 2 parking spots,
storage, Shabbat elevator. ETA: 054-723-3863

Baka Luxurious residence in a dead end street, 
5 rooms, garden apartment of 150m, private garden
120m, high ceilings, bright, only 7,000,000NIS! 
MAYA: 054-665-0184

Old City One of a kind property facing the Kotel views!
Totally renovated at the best standards, 5 rooms, private
entrance. KIM: 054-441-5704

Dead end st in German Colony 
Penthouse 300m with beautiful terrace, quiet, 
+3 rooms separate unit . Full of charm, quiet, 
lot of privacy, double height ceilings
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portion contains the mitzvot to
Remember what Amalek did, to destroy
the remnant of Amalek from "under the
heavens", and never to forget.

Haftara 33 p'sukim 
Shmuel Alef 15:2-34
S'faradim begin one pasuk earlier

The Haftara consists of the command
through the prophet Shmuel to King
Sha'ul to destroy Amalek, and of
Shaul's incomplete compliance with his
orders. The Maftir tells us what we
must do. The Haftara shows us what
happens when it isn't done properly.
Purim and Megilat Esther show us
what happens when it is done right.
But the battle goes on... until the time
of Mashiach. G-d too “fights”, so to
speak. And we must do our part.

The prime fulfillment of the mitzva of
ZACHOR, is reading or hearing the
reading of Parshat Zachor from a
kosher Sefer Torah in the presence of a
minyan, on the Shabbat before Purim. 

• Men are obligated in this mitzva. •
There are differing opinions about
women and Zachor. Ashkenazim
encourage women to fulfill this mitzva
to hear Zachor, and often accommo-
dates them with extra readings of
Zachor right after davening in the
morning and/or before or after Mincha.

http://www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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Many in the S'faradi world also hold
that women should try to hear Zachor.
As a fall-back plan, a woman (and
possibly a man) who missed Zachor on
Shabbat can fulfill the mitzva by
hearing the Torah reading of Purim
morning. (This reading is the other
Amalek portion, but lacks the
command to destroy Amalek.) Every
person hearing Zachor should have
KAVANA to fulfill the mitzva, and the BK
(Baal Korei or Baal K'ri'a) should have in
mind to facilitate this mitzva for those
listening.

Everyone agrees that the mitzva of
Zachor is a Torah mitzva, but there are
disputes as to some of the details. Is
once a year a d'Oraita or d'Rabbanan?
Dispute. Specifically in public - Torah or
Rabbinic? Dispute. From a Sefer Torah?
Dispute. 

Is there a bracha for the mitzva of
Zachor? Some sources say No and give
various reasons as to why not. Others
say that the Birkat HaTorah of the one
called to Maftir fulfills the function of a
Birkat HaMitzva. It follows that the one
making the b'racha should have in
mind that he is saying a mitzva-bracha
and that he is being MOTZI the listeners
and AMEIN answerers - both for the
mitzva of Zachor and the mitzva to say
a bracha before a mitzva.

To clarify about a woman's mitzva of
Zachor. Although ZACHOR seems to be
a time-related positive commandment
from the Torah - in which case, women
might be exempted, the fact is that
Zachor is not essentially time-related.

The Torah does not specify when we
should do the mitzva. The rabbis gave
Zachor a time-context. But that doesn't
change the essential nature of the
mitzva. On this issue, women would be
obligated on Zachor. 

The opinion that they are exempt is
based on the Torah's link between
ZACHOR and TIMCHEH (wipe out). If
these two mitzvot are linked, then only
men, who are obligated on TIMCHEH,
would be obligated on ZACHOR. If they
are not linked, then women would be
required on Zachor, but they would be
able to fulfill it with VAYAVO AMALEK
(from the portion we read on Purim
morning).
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The haftara of Shabbat Zachor connects
directly to the special Maftir we read on
this Shabbat before Purim, a reading
that commands Israel to erase the very
memory of Amalek due to its unpro-
voked, dastardly attack against the
weak and weary stragglers of the
nation. Amalek, of course, was the
nation from which Haman originated.

The haftara selection from Shmuel Alef
records Israel's fulfillment of the Torah's
command, carried out by her first King,
Sha'ul. It is interesting to note that the
fulfillment comes almost 400 years
after the entry of B'nei Yisrael into the
land. The reason for such a "delay" can
be found in the command itself (one
we read in the special Maftir) that
obligates Israel only "B'hani'ach
Hashem Elokecha l'cha mikol o'y'vecha
misaviv...", after Hashem has granted
you rest from your surrounding
enemies. Sha'ul is com- manded to go
on this mission after he had organized
a standing army from ALL the tribes.
Sha'ul and that army had subsequently
removed the threat of Ammon,
overpowered the far superior forces of
Philistia and, as the text testifies, Sha'ul
"fought against all of the surrounding
enemies - Moav, Ammon, Edom the
kings of Tzova (Aleppo), and the
Philistines" adding that "wherever
(Sha'ul) turned, he inspired terror." It
was at this time, therefore, when Israel
had a modicum of rest from foreign
threats, that Hashem ordered Sha'ul to
carry out the mitzva.

But we are rightly puzzled, and even

troubled, when we question the
morality of punishing a nation for the
crime that their ancestors committed
some 400 years earlier? And to perhaps
better understand Hashem's command
we must ask a second question: Who
was Amalek?

From the sources in Tanach, it would
appear that this nation was not as
others who lived in one land, settled it,
cultivated it and developed it. It would
appear that they had numerous
settlements in the area. We read of
their attack of Israel that occurred near
Har Sinal (in Refidim); the spies tell us
that they were to be found in the
Negev area of Eretz Yisrael; Sha'ul
attacks their land situated near the
settlement of Chovav - also in the
south, and we read of the attack upon
the city of Tziklag, part of Philistia. This
seems to indicate that the nation of
Amalek was made up of scattered
settlements, something which explains
why, after we read that Sha'ul wiped
out the entire population we read of
further attacks committed by the
Amalekites.

Furthermore, we should note that G-d
demanded that Sha'ul destroy every
remnant of Amalek ("timcha et zeicher
Amalek") including men, women and
cattle - but no mention is made of
destroying their fields and trees as
Hashem commanded                   goto 57
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Shabbat Zachor precedes the Purim read-
ing of the Megila which relates of the
callous wickedness of the arch Jew-hater,
Haman. Haman is a descendant of Amalek
whose memory we are commanded to
obliterate, while yet recalling what he did
to us as we left Egypt (Sh'mot 17:8-15;
D'varim 25:17).

The Torah tells us that this imperative is
everlasting, to be cemented in our collec-
tive Jewish consciousness. Why? Perhaps,
because Amalek emerges in every genera-
tion, seemingly out of nowhere. Tanach
reveals that the Amalekites originally
consisted of bands of nomads, spread over
a vast region from N. Sinai to Ein Gedi and
to Edom in the east. 

And note that when Joshua fights Amalek,
he "weakens Amalek and his people": Now
that Israel is a nation, "suddenly" Amalek is
unified. Then Amalek is spotted in the
valley by Bilaam and later, Amalek
together with local entities, is found
wreaking havoc for our people in the
Jezreel Valley. Moreover, after these
incidents, when King Sha'ul is crowned,
"suddenly" a king, Agag, surfaces for
Amalek.

Yes, "Amalek" is a perennial leech, latching
on to us. Like Haman and Hitler - whose
"Germania" is said in the Talmud to
descend from Israel's nemesis, Eisav, the
grandfather of Amalek - his hate of Jews
knows no boundaries. And in our time,
could we not postulate that the unification
of two Germanys, of the EU, and of the
"Seventy nations" under the UN, have all
served to create a joint Amaleki front
against Israel and the Jews? - Aha: Never
to forget! 

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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Crushed for the Light
There are lives that are lessons. The late
Henry Knobil's was one. He was born in
Vienna in 1932. His father had come
there in the 1920s to escape the rising
tide of antisemitism in Poland, but like
Yaakov fleeing from Eisav to Lavan, he
found that he had fled one danger only
to arrive at another.

After the Anschluss and Kristallnacht it
became clear that, if the family were to
survive, they had to leave. They arrived
in Britain in 1939, just weeks before
their fate would have been sealed had
they stayed. Henry grew up in
Nottingham, in the Midlands. There he
studied textiles, and after his army
service went to work for one of the
great British companies, eventually
starting his own highly successful
textile business.

He was a passionate, believing Jew and
loved everything about Judaism. He
and his wife Renata were a model
couple, active in synagogue life, always

inviting guests to their home for
Shabbat or the festivals. I came to know
Henry because he believed in giving
back to the community, not only in
money but also in time and energy and
leadership. He became the chairperson
of many Jewish organisations including
the national Israel (UJIA) appeal, British
Friends of Bar Ilan University, the
Jewish Marriage Council, the British-
Israel Chamber of Commerce and the
Western Marble Arch Synagogue.

He loved learning and teaching Torah.
He was a fine raconteur with an endless
supply of jokes, and regularly used his
humour to bring "laughter therapy" to
cancer patients, Holocaust survivors
and the residents of Jewish Care
homes. Blessed with three children and
many grandchildren, he had retired and
was looking forward, with Renata, to a
serene last chapter in a long and good
life.
Then, seven years ago, he came back
from morning service in the synagogue
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to find that Renata had suffered a
devastating stroke. For a while her life
hung in the balance. She survived, but
their whole life now had to change.
They gave up their magnificent apart-
ment in the centre of town to a place
with easier wheelchair access. Henry
became Renata's constant carer and life
support. He was with her day and night,
attentive to her every need.

The transformation was astonishing.
Before, he had been a strong-willed
businessman and communal leader.
Now he became a nurse radiating
gentleness and concern. His love for
Renata and hers for him bathed the two
of them in a kind of radiance that was
moving and humbling. And though he
might, like Iyov, have stormed the gates
of heaven to know why this had
happened to them, he did the
opposite. He thanked God daily for all
the blessings they had enjoyed. He
never complained, never doubted,
never wavered in his faith.

Then, a year ago, he was diagnosed
with an inoperable condition. He had,
and knew he had, only a short time to
live. What he did then was a supreme
act of will. He sought one thing: to be
given the grace to live as long as
Renata did, so that she would never
find herself alone. Three months ago, as
I write these words, Renata died.
Shortly thereafter, Henry joined her.
"Beloved and pleasant in their lives, and

in their death undivided."  Rarely have I
seen such love in adversity.

In an earlier Covenant and Conver-
sation, I wrote about the power of art to
turn pain into beauty. Henry taught us
about the power of faith to turn pain
into chessed, loving-kindness. Faith
was at the very heart of what he stood
for. He believed that God had spared
him from Hitler for a purpose. He had
given Henry business success for a
purpose also. I never heard him
attribute any of his achievements to
himself. For whatever went well, he
thanked God. For whatever did not go
well, the question he asked was simply:
what does God want me to learn from
this? What, now that this has
happened, does He want me to do?
That mindset had carried him through
the good years with humility. Now it
carried him through the painful years
with courage.

Our parsha begins with the words:
"Command the Israelites to bring you
clear olive oil, crushed for the light, so
that the lamp may always burn"
(Sh'mot 27:20). The sages drew a
comparison between the olive and the
Jewish people. "Rabbi Yehoshua ben

http://www.jonathanpollard.org
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Levi asked, why is Israel compared to an
olive? Just as an olive is first bitter, then
sweet, so Israel suffers in the present
but great good is stored up for them in
the time to come. And just as the olive
only yields its oil by being crushed - as
it is written, 'clear olive oil, crushed for
the light' - so Israel fulfils [its full
potential in] the Torah only when it is
pressed by suffering." 

The oil was, of course, for the Menorah,
whose perpetual light - first in the
Mishkan, then in the Temple, and now
that we have no Temple, the more
mystical light that shines from every
holy place, life and deed - symbolises
the Divine light that floods the universe
for those who see it through the eyes of
faith. To produce this light, something
has to be crushed. And here lies the
life-changing lesson.

Suffering is bad. Judaism makes no
attempt to hide this fact. The Talmud
gives an account of various sages who
fell ill. When asked, "Are your sufferings
precious to you?" they replied, "Neither
they nor their reward." When they
befall us or someone close to us, they
can lead us to despair. Alternatively, we
can respond stoically. We can practice
the attribute of gevurah, strength in
adversity. But there is a third possibility.
We can respond as Henry responded,
with compassion, kindness and love.
We can become like the olive which,

when crushed, produces the pure oil
that fuels the light of holiness.

When bad things happen to good
people, our faith is challenged. That is a
natural response, not a heretical one.
Avraham asked, "Shall the Judge of all
the earth not do justice?" Moshe asked,
"Why have You done harm to this
people?" Yet in the end, the wrong
question to ask is, "Why has this
happened?" We will never know. We
are not God, nor should we aspire to
be. The right question is, "Given that
this has happened, what then shall I
do?" To this, the answer is not a
thought but a deed. It is to heal what
can be healed, medically in the case of
the body, psychologically in the case of
the mind, spiritually in the case of the
soul. Our task is to bring light to the
dark places of our and other peoples'
lives.

That is what Henry did. Renata still
suffered. So did he. But their spirit
prevailed over their body. Crushed,
they radiated light. Let no one imagine
this is easy. It takes a supreme act of
faith. Yet it is precisely here that we feel
faith's power to change lives. Just as
great art can turn pain into beauty, so
great faith can turn pain into love and
holy light. ;

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

The details of the eight garments
worn by the Kohen Gadol open with:

You shall make garments of
holiness for your brother Aharon,
for glory and for splendor (28:02).

Parshat T'tzaveh's main theme is
clothes. It even places a sinister
touch on clothes; entering the most
holy places improperly dressed
means death (28:35). Indeed, this is
one of the many reasons cited today
for not rebuilding the Beit HaMik-
dash at once: we do not know
enough about the priestly garments
to reconstruct them accurately.

Until now, the Torah has had
relatively little to say on how its
personalities appeared in public.
There is nothing on how Avaraham,
Yitzchak, Ya'akov, or even Moshe
presented themselves, other than
Moshe's face becoming so radiant
that he had to mask his face when
teaching the people (34:33-35).
Yosef is the exception; his coat of
many colors and leaving his outer

mailto:benlevine10@gmail.com
http://www.awesometoursisrael.com
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garment in Potifar's wife's hands
both ended in fiasco, though his
royal apparel and jewellery (B'reishit
41:42) no doubt helped to hide his
true identity from his brothers.

The clue to the Torah's emphasis on
clothes is related to the nature of
Aharon and his descendants' objec-
tive. That is to promote the regular,
centrally-located, and publicly-acces-
sible service to G-d, in the right place
and in the right environment. 

Thus Abravanel explains that the
four special garments exclusive to
the Kohen Gadol were worn
opposite the four distinct parts of
the body. The golden head-plate
(28:36) carried the message that his
thoughts should constantly be

directed to G-d. The breastplate with
the twelve gemstones representing
the twelve tribes (28:21) covered the
heart area as a constant reminder
that his prayers should whole-
hearted and sincerely focus on the
needs of all the twelve tribes. The
apron (28:6) covering his abdomen
emphasized the need for great care
in eating only foods that are
absolutely permitted. And finally the
robe (28:31) covering the reproduc-
tive organs showed that his behavior
in that domain should be compatible
with his extremely responsible
position, both in private and in
public - with the bells (28:33)
reminding that things happening
behind closed doors find their way
to the public's attention.

However it may additionally be
suggested that the reality of his
work, involving regular offerings,
prayer, and public appearances,
could be repetitive. Ideally, he and all
the kohanim should inspire. But that
may not always have happened;
kohanim are human beings. Never-
theless, the grandeur of the
kohanim's wearing their Torah-
mandated uniform remained there
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to set the right atmosphere at all
times, even when feeling less
aroused and enthusiastic.

This whole issue may be compared
to something regular in our lives
today. It is tefilla - prayer. Like the
Temple service it is regular, and the
duty to recite the Sh'ma twice and
the Amida thrice daily is always
present. Whether we are in the right
mood or not. But there are moments
of quiet contemplation, of heartful
and inspired prayer, and connecting
with the Higher Plane which make
the demanding Halachically-man-
dated times for prayer all worth it. It
indeed takes regular attention to
prayer and even frustrations with
prayer to make possible those brief,
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memorable, and intermittent con-
nections with G-d which are the
aspirations of prayer. Indeed, the
intense and deeply-inspired indi-
vidual prayer on Yom Kippur draws
much of its strength from the
regularity of prayer throughout the
year, even if some of them are
recited with less than ideal devotion.

Thus insisting on a very specific dress
code for bearers of office compen-
sates for the reality that inspiration
and charismatic effects are momen-
tary and do not last. However,
creating the right atmosphere
through the dress code contributes
to the environment that spawns
inspired and congregation-impress-
ing service to G-d. n

Was Haman
Good for the Jews

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

During the Festival of Purim we recite
the Al HaNisim prayer. This prayer
reads, "and for the miracles and for
the salvations and for the mighty
deeds and for the victories and for the
battles which You performed for our
ancestors in those days, (and also) at
this time."

In this declaration of thanks to G-d,
we use many expressions of gratitude
for the miracles and salvations that
G-d performed for us. However, why
do we end the phrase thanking G-d for
the battles? I can understand thanking
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G-d for the victories FROM the
battles, but why should we thank Him
for the actual battles themselves? Why
is that also a gratitude and appreci-
ation?

Perhaps an inherent outcome of
fighting the battles in life, is that we
are forced to grow. Fighting battles
brings out the best in us. Only when
the going gets tough, do the tough get
going. 

[Ed. note: According to Wikipedia, the phrase has
been attributed to both Joseph P. Kennedy (father
of Pres. Kennedy) and sometimes to American
football coach Knute Rockne.]

That is why the month of Purim is
called ADAR. The word ADAR is an
acronym for EIN DAVAR RA, which
means "there is nothing ALL bad".

The Talmud in Megila explains that
Haman did more for the T'shuva
Movement than NCSY, CHABAD
and all of the 48 Prophets in
TANACH. The Jews of Babylon and
Persia were assimilating and refused
to heed the rebuke of the Prophets.
When Haman comes along with his
Final Solution all the Jews become
CHAREIDI! Perhaps that is why we
name the Purim pastry after Haman.

Whatever challenges and hardships
we are each individually facing,
whether they be familial, inter-
personal or communal, they have been
uniquely given to us, carefully
designed by G-d, to enhance and
facilitate our spiritual growth. It is
only through our struggles, that we

can grow, progress, and realize our
full spiritual potential.

On Purim, we thank G-d for our
victories, but we also thank Him for
our battles and struggles, for through
them we can progress to reach our
maximal spiritual potential. As the
Mishnah in Avot teaches, "according
to the pain is the gain". In other
words, NO PAIN NO GAIN!

[Ed. note: According to Wikipedia - surpise,
surprise, Pirkei Avot is quoted as the origin of the
exercising slogan. R' Ben Hei Hei says, Accord-
ing to the pain is the gain. Robert Herrick in his
Hesperides and Ben Franklin also get into the
picture, albeit about 1500 years later.]

Therefore, this Purim, let us all focus
not only on our victories but also on
the battles in our personal lives. u

[Ed. note: On the other hand, BrainyQuotes
attributes Who is Wise, Who is Rich, Who is
Strong... to Ben Franklin - not to Ben Zoma.]

mailto:absaffran@gmail.com
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T'TZAVEH
Purim: Serious Fun
Yiddish, in many sectors of the
Jewish community, is a dying
language. This is a pity because of
the many pearls of wisdom that
are contained in Yiddish stories
and folk songs.

One such song has these words:

Haynt iz Purim
Morgen iz oys
Gib mir a groschen
Und varft mir aroys.

Roughly translated:

Today is Purim
Tomorrow it is over
Give me a nickel
And throw me out.

For me, this ditty always conveyed
the notion that Purim was a
fleeting and atypical experience.
Here today, gone tomorrow, so
take advantage of it while you can.

No question about it. There is a
carnival-like atmosphere to Purim;
an unrestrained celebration which
we allow ourselves but once a
year. It is over quickly, and then

we return to a more sober reality.
For one day, we celebrate the fact
that we avoided genocide. We are
wildly happy, we feast, drink
perhaps a bit too much, put on
garish costumes, and play games
of disguise.

All this is certainly one aspect of
Purim. Celebrate joyously, discard
constraint, express yourself with
abandon. But just for one day.
Then Purim is oys, over. There is,
however, another perspective on
Purim, which is not at all transitory
or temporary. There is a counter
theme which is well expressed by
our sages' insistence that even if
all other Jewish festivals will no
longer be celebrated, Purim will
last forever. There is an eternal
aspect to Purim.

As joyous as Purim is, there is a
solemn side to it as well which is
expressed by the observation
made by the Kabbalists so long
ago, that Yom Kippur is called
Yom HaKipurim, a day like Purim.
The most somber and awe-filled
day of the Jewish calendar in
some way resembles the zaniest
one.

How are we to understand that?

The answer lies in the very nature
of the celebration. We celebrate
survival, plain and simple physical
survival. For that, wild abandon
and unbridled joy are appropriate
first reactions. But soon thereafter,
we must ask ourselves, "Survival
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for what? What higher purpose
must we achieve? What higher
objectives must we strive for, now
that we have, by the grace of God,
survived? Surely we didn't merit
survival just to throw a wild party!"

Purim contains another message,
and that is as a day that we freely
accepted upon ourselves the
Torah which we were previously
coerced into accepting. The
original acceptance of the Torah
on Mount Sinai, our sages tell us,
took place under duress. The
Almighty, as it were, held the
mountain over our heads and
threatened us, "Either accept the
Torah or this mountain will be your
grave!"

On Purim, we went beyond that.
The Torah was now appreciated
as something we really want, as
the very reason for our survival.
And so, part of Purim is not just
"feasting and joy". It is a rededi-
cation to a higher cause, a more
mature understanding of why the
Torah is necessary.

In a certain sense, many of us
today have accepted the Torah
under coercion. We were forced
into Torah observance because
that is how we were brought up.
We were raised to accept it and
given no choice in the matter.
Alternatively, we want to fit in with
a certain group of people and, to
do so, must conform to the Torah's
ways.
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

T'TZAVEH
B Why did the people make the
EIFOD (APRON) first (see 39:2), and
then the CHOSHEN (BREASTPLATE
-39:8) if G-D commanded to make
the CHOSHEN before the EIFOD
(28:4)?

C Why does the Torah first say
that the names of the tribes of
Israel were engraved on the two
shoham stones (28:9), but then two
verses later state that the two
stones were ON THE NAMES OF
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL (28:11)?
Did the stones have the names
engraved on them, or did the
stones sit on something else
containing the names?

D Why does the Torah repeat I AM
THE LORD YOUR G-D twice in the
same verse (29:46)?

Rabbi Lipman  is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

Purim demands that we reflect
upon the importance of Torah
study and Torah observance
without compulsion, and in a freer
fashion. When we identify with the
Purim story, and with all too
numerous subsequent similar
stories of survival, we find our-
selves asking, "Survival for what?"
And then each of us finds his or
her own answer, and that answer
cannot but involve, in some way, a
rededication, a reacceptance, a
new relationship, with the Torah of
old.
When the Jews emerged victori-
ous from their would-be murder-
ers, they all experienced "light and
joy, gaiety and dignity". No doubt,
part of the Purim experience was
and is "joy and gaiety" with all the
manifestations that those emotions
entail. But the Purim experience
also must involve "light and
dignity", the light of spirituality and
wisdom, and the dignity of a life of
meaning and purpose.

To you dear reader, I wish a happy
Purim of the first kind and a happy
Purim of the second kind. Enjoy
both the simcha and the ohr, the
joy and the light. The joy of festive
celebration, and the light of com-
mitment and renewal. 

mailto:ddlipman@gmail.com


by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

The Joy of Purim
Stories from the Land of Israel. 

Adapted from Mo'adei HaRe’iyah pp. 263-264;
Celebration of the Soul,

translated by R. Pesach Jaffe, pp. 125-126

The following description of Purim
festivities in Rav Kook’s home in
Jerusalem, celebrated together with
students from his yeshiva, took place in
the 1930s, under the shadow of the rise
of Nazi Germany.

Rav Kook, who had studied in the
famed Volozhin yeshiva in his youth,



CHESED FUND
Cash donations to the Chesed Fund
earmarked as Matanot LaEvyonim
will be distributed on Purim day.

Please make checks payable to the
"Chesed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk
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transplanted the Volozhiner Purim
merriment to his own yeshiva in
Jerusalem, Merkaz HaRav.

Just as he would completely immerse
himself in the special holiness of the
Shabbat and holidays, so too, the joy of
Purim would radiate from his entire
being. On Purim, his happiness was
evident in his exuberant speech; in his
eyes, lit up like two merry torches; in
the quickness of his movements; and in
the lively content of his ‘Purim Torah’.

The joy began on Purim evening. The
yeshiva students hastened to the Rav’s
house wearing a riot of masks and
costumes. Some were clothed in the
long black coats worn by rabbis and
rabbinical judges; others dressed in the
shtreimels and colorful striped cloaks
typical of the ultra-Orthodox of Jeru-
salem. A few arrived with exotic
turbans and keffiyehs, while others
wore the flat caps and short-sleeve
shirts of manual laborers.

The Purim festivity was a mixed
multitude of colors and hues, a cacoph-
ony of singing, cantorial renditions,
Talmudic sing-song, and the melodious
trope of Megila reading. In addition to
the yeshiva students, many prominent
Jerusalemites showed up: Torah
scholars and academics, political
activists and writers, all of whom came
to visit the Chief Rabbi in a time of
exuberant happiness.

Rav Kook spoke of the simcha of the
Jewish people, an inner joy that sings
within the soul. This joy is not like the
superficial delight of other nations, one
that comes from transient pleasures
and fades away in the blink of an eye.

“O Israel, do not rejoice in joy like the
nations” (Hoshei'a 9:1). No, no, he
emphasized. Our joy is fundamentally
different.

Our custom is to wear costumes on
Purim, the rabbi explained, because it is
an auspicious time to frustrate the
plans of the prosecuting angel.
Temporarily, we adopt the customs of
Amalek: we wear his clothes, become
inebriated, and act frivolously. The
prosecuting angel sees us as one of his
own and forgets about us. In this way,
the Sages’ directive to drink on Purim
enables us to abrogate the evil designs
of Amalek.

In the middle of his speech, Rav Kook
suddenly stood up and began to sing
with great elation, “Do not fear, My
servant Yaakov! Do not fear, do not
fear!” (Yirmiyahu 46:27) Then, to
confuse the prosecuting angel, he sang
the same tune, but translated the verse
to Russian. In the following talks, he
interjected Russian, German, and
English words, thus adding to the
general Purim spirit.
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When the festivities reached their
height, the Rav stood at the head of the
table and began a lengthy Purim
discourse. He examined every mitzva in
the Torah, interpreting each one as a
source for the obligation to drink on
Purim. With a wonderful blend of
erudition and ingenuity, he derived
from every mitzva a metaphorical,
homiletic, mystical, or even literal proof
that one is obligated to drink “until one
is unable to distinguish between cursed
Haman and blessed Mordechai” (Megila
7b).
Waging War on Amalek
That was the year in which persecution
and violence burst forth across
Germany. Synagogues were ransacked
and set on fire; Jewish books were
burned on public pyres; and Jews were
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beaten, robbed, and deported. Rav
Kook sensed the impending Holocaust.

Suddenly, he rose, slid his hat to the
side of his head like a soldier, girded his
belt, and barked out like a drill
sergeant, “Come, my sons! Let us forge
a battalion to wage war on Amalek!”

Everyone stood at attention, and the
rabbi marched before them. Shouting
commands in garbled Russian, he led
his ‘battalion’ through the corridors of
the house. He sang, and they repeated
after him, “Blot out! Blot out! Blot out
the memory of Amalek!” He passed
among the columns of ’soldiers’,
singing with a military tune, “Let the
tribes of His nation sing His praise; for
God will avenge His servants’ blood,
and bring vengeance upon His foes”
(D'varim 32:43). The rabbi’s eyes blazed,
his body shook with emotion, and all
marched after him in song.

Rav Kook then discharged the ‘troops’
and they returned to the yeshiva,
where he lectured on the special
portion of the Jewish people.

Our lot may be one of troubles, but
nonetheless, “Fortunate is the people
for whom it is thus” (T'hilim 144:15).
Even if we are persecuted all over the
world, we are still privileged, since
“Fortunate is the people for whom the
Eternal is their God” (ibid).

Israel never truly sins. Even in the time
of Haman, they only bowed to the idols
to show their allegiance; they did not
really worship them. Sometimes a Jew
puts on a costume and pretends to be a
sinner. But on the inside, he is as pure
as crystal.

Amalek declared war on Israel. And
precisely in times of war, we must
engage in Torah study. In the terrifying
abyss of the battle between purity and
impurity, we make our home in the
depths of Torah. 
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Jerusalem Purim: Friday, 15 Adar • March 2nd

Join us for a catered Seuda - 10:15am - including
Wine, Fun, Friends & Food - Costumes encouraged

Note: The OU Israel Center's Shacharit is 8:00am; Megila not before 9:00am 

PURIM SEUDA for active single olim 60-75

Registration required
by Sunday, Feb 25th
(02) 560-9110

90NIS p.p.
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Mondays • 10:30am to 12:30pm
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 T'tzaveh - ZACHOR
February 24th - 4:00pm

Rabbi Sidney Goldstein

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

Bava Kama - 3rd perek
This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Perek Shira

11:10am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Why Didn't Mashiach
come after Purim?

see also rabbisprecher.com

9:15am
Mrs. Pearl Borow

Book(let) of YONA

9:30am & 10:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

7:30pm • see page 34
NEW SERIES with

Rabbi David Kilimnick

8:00pm - Shiur for women
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

see page 34

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Rebbitzen Pearl Borow
Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm
Rabbi Zev Leff

Pirkei Avot
5:20pm

Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop
Ruth: 02 6287359;  Judy: 054-569-0410

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
A Study of Mitzvot

9:15am
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)
Rabbi Aaron Ziegler

in winter recess

Following is for Feb 21 & 28
also see p. 61 for Taanit Esther (28th)

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendevous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

11:30am
Rabbi Ian Pear

NEW SERIES

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

Following is for Feb 22
No regular classes on March 1st

see p. 61 for Purim schedule
Thu nite & Fri morning

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha

Resumes March 8th
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages in Chazal

Resumes March 13th
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

Marranos - an evaluation
3:00pm

Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

resumes March 6th
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

Feb 21 - 7:00pm
Feb 28 - 7:30pm

Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch
Topics in Parshanut

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

Feb 21 • 8:00pm
Dr. Dan Altura

Exact change 
while you're 

on line
will save everyone

lots of time!

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in
MEGILAT ESTHER
Thank you to Yehuda Lave for

helping to make the shiur a reality

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim

Feb 22 - 8:00pm - no charge

The Joy Club
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers

B The Kli Yakar answers this
question based on the Midrash
that the CHOSHEN came to atone
for sins between man and man
while the EIFOD atoned for the sin
of idolatry. G-D commanded to
focus on the sins between man and
man first but the people, out of a
love for G-D, felt that they needed
to first atone for the sin of idolatry
which was a rejection of G-D, and
only then would they atone for the
sins between man and man.

C The Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei
HaTosfot teach that the second
verse which describes what it
looked like - the stones sitting ON
THE NAMES - comes to explain that
the stones were to be engraved in
a manner in which the letters sunk
inward, and not engraved from
behind to have them stick
outward.

D The Ohr HaChayim explains that
the second time comes to teach
that He remains our G-D even in
times when we don't have a
Mishkan or Mikdash to serve as the
vehicle to bring His presence into
our midst.

ipŸxe dxe` gny zcled mei
Happy Birthday Gili
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Why Didn't They Tell Me?
Sarah and Josh were married for two
years and were still not pregnant.
Someone suggested that they call Puah
and they arranged a meeting. The Rabbi
who met with them took a full medical
history and when they told him their
age he indicated that this was a
significant factor. Sarah was 49 years
old, Josh was three years older. Neither
of them had been married before and
they had not been to a doctor. The Rabbi
gently told them that their chances of
getting pregnant naturally were very
low and that the best chance of getting
pregnant would be intensive fertility
treatment using an egg donor.

Sarah was completely shocked. "My
girlfriend just got pregnant and she is
almost my age", she told the Rabbi,
adamant that there was no reason why
she would not pregnant as well. "In
addition, I have a regular cycle and have
had so for all my life." 

The Rabbi sensitively gave the couple a
quick biology lesson and reviewed with
them the decrease in fertility with age.
The couple was amazed. "Why did no
one ever tell me this before?" Sarah
asked. 

Here the Rabbi did not have a good
answer but the truth is that that there
as two possibilities. One, is that the
doctors were amiss and, even though
she was getting older, no one thought

to explain to her the importance of
getting married and having children as
soon as possible, or, alternatively,
freezing her eggs to preserve her
fertility.

There is another possibility; that at
various meetings with her gynecologists
they had raised this question and told
her that her fertility was decreasing,
that her chances of a pregnancy was low
and that the most likely was that she
would need an egg donor. But no one
had ever said that she had absolutely no
chance of getting pregnant, since there
are rare cases of women getting
pregnant at her age. She had false hopes
that she would be in that extremely
small number. 

At Puah, we work together with doctors
to discuss the exact situation that
people face, to help them ignore
unreliable sources of information that
suggest otherwise, and help people
make good and informed decisions. 

Josh asked to discuss this new informa-
tion with his wife and they were given a
private room where they could digest
and consider their prospects. After some
time they returned to the Rabbi and
asked for Puah's help in whatever was
needed to be done to have children. 

Sarah and Josh today have two healthy
children. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Joining a Shushan Purim Seuda

Question: At my Purim seuda this
year (Friday, in Yerushalayim), I will be
hosting my children from outside the
city. Are there any limitations on their
participation because of Erev Shabbat? 

Answer: While the main halacha of
refraining from serious eating before
a holy day is before Pesach (Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 471:1), it is
proper to refrain from even a
moderate meal during the last quarter
of Friday day (ibid. 249:2). It is also
prohibited to make, anytime on Friday,
an especially big meal. However, this is
permitted for seudot mitzva that fall
specifically on this day (Rama ad loc.),
including a Purim seuda (Rama, OC
695:2).

At first glance, since the Purim seuda
does not apply, halachically, to your
visiting family, they do not have an
excuse to do that which is normally
forbidden. However, one can argue
cogently to the contrary. One who
makes a brit or pidyon haben on
Friday makes a seuda (Rama ad loc.),
and standard sources do not limit
whom he can invite. It follows that
whoever joins the seuda is properly

contributing to the occasion's festive-
ness. Similarly, we cite for those for
whom it is not intuitively obvious, that
important sources (including Eliya
Rabba 695:4; Aruch Hashulchan, OC
696:3) write that Purim is properly
celebrated in the context of a broad
gathering of family and friends. 

We would not, though, say that this is a
proof that your out-of-town guests
have no more restrictions than you.
Consider that the nature of a seudat
brit is that the ba'alei simcha invite
and rely on guests who are not ba'alei
simcha. In contrast, it is plausible that
since one's whole community is
celebrating Purim, participation is a
mitzva only for such people. On the
other hand, some festivity is appropri-
ate for all Jews on both Adar 14 and
Adar 15 (Rama, OC 695:2). 

It is even likely that the "prohibition"
on eating a big meal in the morning is
not a problem at all for your guests.
The source to refrain from it is a
gemara (Gittin 38b), which tells that a
family that set a meal on "Erev
Shabbat" was punished. Rashi (ad loc.)
explains that their main Shabbat meal
was Friday night, but most say it is
referring to a seuda on Friday day.
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

However, some say it is a problem only
if it is on a regular basis (Ramban,
Gittin 38b)); some say any occurrence
of a big meal even in the morning can
ruin one's appetite (Shulchan Aruch,
OC 249:2); others (Rashba in name of
Rach; Pri Megadim, EA 249:4) say that
is to not take away from Shabbat
preparations (here, the seuda and
Shabbat organizers are Shushan Purim
people). Thus, only according to one
approach (albeit, Shulchan Aruch's)
should it be a real problem for the
guests in the first place.

In the final analysis, based on multiple
grounds, we posit that it is appropriate
to include your children in the seuda.
The question remains whether any
limitations are appropriate. 

While most years, the Purim seuda is
preferably held in the afternoon, on
Friday it is preferable to start it in the
morning so that one will have enough
time to recover his appetite by Shabbat
(ibid.). (There is an opinion that it is
enough to start before the last quarter
of the day (Shut Maharil 56, cited as a
secondary source in Mishna Berura
695:10).) There is a serious, albeit
minority, approach to hold the seuda
at the end of the day and have it turn
into a Shabbat meal (contact our office
for guidelines). The involvement of
out-of-town guests is an added reason
to prefer an earlier meal, as serious
eating close to Shabbat is clearly
problematic, and the advantages of
enhancement of Purim by eating later
do not apply directly to them. There-

fore, having the meal in the morning
(starting is enough - Shemirat Shabbat
K'hilchata 42:(96)) is significantly
preferable for the guests. 

If the guests want to be stringent,
there is logic for them to eat less than
they might have. It is not justified for
them to get drunk or even drink a lot
of wine. (Any year, it is hard to justify
getting drunk when it is not his Purim,
nor do we ever favor drunkenness on
Purim.) 

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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T'tzaveh

To rah Tidbits is lo o king fo r 
vo lunteers to  help transpo rt
TT fro m Jerusalem o r o ther
distributio n po ints to

Raanana • Zichron Yaakov
Giv'at Sh'muel • Tel Aviv/ 

If yo u can help, even o ne week, please
call To ni at 05 05 -772-111. Thank yo u.

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

Va'ei ra, B'shalach, T'tzaveh, Ki  Tisa - as opposed to the others

AN ETERNAL STATUTE
The sidra not only tells us about
the place of worship but about the
people involved. One of their
distinctive features was their vest-
ments.

Wearing official robes is a major
feature of the Kehuna. According
to the Torah (Sh'mot 28:43) the
robes are CHUKAT OLAM, "an
eternal statute".

What an interesting word "olam" is.
Sometimes it means "time" in the
sense of eternity. Sometimes it is
"world", conveying a spatial sense.

That in our verse it means
"eternity" is indicated by the
parallelism of the text - the
vestments are CHUKAT OLAM and
also LO ULZAR'O ACHARAV, "for
him (the kohen) and his descen-
dants after him".

Rabbi Arthur Marmorstein pointed
out that the general rule is that in
the Bible, "olam" is eternity, whilst
in the Mishna it is world. Both
ideas come from a Hebrew root
that means to hide or conceal.
Eternity has no time bounds; the
world (in the sense of the universe)
likewise (at least in the science of
those times) is limitless.

The distinction between the two
senses of the word is especially
notable every time we come to sing
the theological hymn, Adon Olam.
What does the phrase "Adon Olam
mean"? Does it mean "Eternal Lord"
- or - "Lord of the World"?

Since it is a medieval hymn (we are
not certain of its authorship), it
probably implies the second sense,
indicating not so much God's
eternity as His universality.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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Guest article
by Rabbi David Walk

CRIMINAL PROFILING
In 1998, I made a recruiting trip for my
yeshiva to the States. It was a
spectacular failure. However, I had a
wonderful time. I spent Shabbat at
University of Pennsylvania, and had a
pre-Shabbat run up the Rocky steps at
the art museum. I gave shiurim at
Harvard, Brandeis, Princeton, Columbia,
U of Maryland and YU. I just didn't
actually recruit many students. But
here's the point I want to make: In 12
days in America, I flew 11 domestic
flights. On 8 of them I had my luggage
'randomly' checked. That's a lot of
randomness. The TSA didn't exist yet,
but airport security checked me almost
every flight. They were always court-
eous and assured me that they do no
profiling. Right! I still don't know what
set off the bells, maybe because I was
travelling alone from the Middle East,
perhaps the fact that I had a lot of
luggage (gifts for my kids), could have
been my beard. I'll probably never
know. I'm not complaining. They always
made sure I made my flight, and, to be
honest, I think profiling is a good idea.
Israel does it. So, this week I'd like to try
and compile a profile for Amalek, based
on a number of observations by our
commentaries and the stories them-
selves.

Profiling is the collection and analysis
of a person's psychological and behav-
ioral characteristics to help predict
capabilities or even future behavior. It's

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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often used by police to help track
perpetrators in certain types of serial
crimes or with Amalek genocidal
anti-Semites. Now with Amalek pro-
filing is crucial, because we can't use
DNA. Our Sages have taught us that the
Assyrians not only exiled the ten tribes,
but mixed up all the gene pools of the
Middle East (B'rachot 28a). There no
longer exists an Amalek genome. So,
we're really discussing Amalekism
rather than Amalekites.

First up is the contribution of Rav
Yehuda Amital z"l of Yeshivat Har
Etziyon, whom I quoted last week. He
suggests that the critical word in the
text to teach us about Amalek is karcha
(D'varim 24:18). This term can be
translated as 'happened upon'. They
believe that there is no plan for the

world. Things just happen. He goes on
to say that this kind of thinking is
characteristic of the post-modern
movement in which there are no
absolutes or standards.

Going back in history, the Ramban
(1194-1270) points out another phrase
in that same verse, 'and did not fear
God'. When Amalek first attacked a few
weeks out from Egypt the whole world
was in awe of God. The events
surrounding the plagues and the
splitting of the Sea impressed all the
surrounding areas, but not Amalek. As
the verse (Sh'mot 17:8) records: Amalek
came and fought at Refidim. Amalek
had a nose for weakness. When they
saw an opening, like the falling out with
God over water at Refidim, they
charged into the breach. They didn't



OU Israel Center TT 1265  l  page 47    T'tzaveh - ZACHOR 5778

Schocketino
Catering

Un d e r th e
supervision

of
u-Israel

Mehadrin

Pareve
and

Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Ba r/Ba t M itzva
S h e va  Bra ch o t
Anniversary

Fa mi ly g a th e rin g

Rabbi Kahana's
articles

www.nachmankahana.com

U

fear God; they were warriors of
opportunity.

There is a fascinating approach from
Reb Tzadok of Lublin (1823-1900), in his
sefer Resisei Layla. He suggests that, as
we shall presently see, Amalek attacked
those not ready for war, because his
weapon was false imagination. Amalek
tried to replace any attempt at finding
order in the world with chaos and
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Tea with sugar, lemon, and command in it

nihilism. The true battle against Amalek
is in spirit. Amalek wants to sow doubt
and despair. The fight is to hold onto
reason and faith.

All these positions can find support
with a careful perusal of the times we
fought Amalek. The first case, of course,
at Refidim, and in D'varim it's described
like this: Remember what Amalek did to
you on your way out of Egypt. How he
happened upon you and attacked the
weakest in the rear when you were
tired and weary (25:17-18). His battle
tactics were basically war crimes. This
pattern continued in the second
encounter. After the edict to remain in
the desert for 40 years for the sin of the
Spies, some Jews decided to go to
Israel anyway. This desperate, demoral-
ized group was cut down by Amalek in
the desert (Bamidbar 14:44-45).

But we see their MO most clearly in the
story of Tziklag. This story towards the
end of Shmuel Alef clearly described
the behavior of Amalek. BTW, I would
have this story be the Haftora for
Parshat Zachor, rather than the story of
Shaul's failure to kill Agag - but nobody
asked me. This story begins in chapter
29, David is hiding from Shaul among
the Philistine. He's living in Tziklag in
the Negev with 600 warriors and their
families. One of the five leaders of the
Philistine nation, Achish, asks David to
bring his warriors to Afek in the north
to help conquer the city. David
complies and sets out with his men,
leaving the women and children
behind. However, upon arrival, the

other Philistine leaders don't trust
David in the heat of battle, and he and
his men return to their families.

Meanwhile, back at Tziklag, Amalek has
attacked. They killed no one. Amalek
burns down the camp and captures all
the women and children to be sold into
slavery (possibly back to Egypt, again to
undo God's deliverance of the Jews,
Shuel Alef 30:1-3). The men are
distraught. Amalek follows his pattern:
demoralize, sow doubt. David rallies
the troops by consulting the Kohen's
breastplate, similar to the encourage-
ment from seeing Moshe's hands raised
to heaven in Refidim. They catch up
with the Amalekites, rout them, and
reunite with their families. Again,
Amalek's behavior is psychological and
tactics are war crimes.

The evil of Amalekism is powerful. It's
ability to debilitate a population is
based on psychology rather than
weapons. The strategy is to raise
doubts about the existence of good-
ness and morality. The purpose is to
question the existence of a Divine plan
for humanity. The ultimate goal is to
weaken God's power and presence in
the world. Our strategy must display
two tactics. First, fight them with all our
might. Secondly, to live lives which are
replete with empathy, spirituality and
love. May God grant us the strength to
soldier on. 
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This day (which?), what G-d did (to whom
and whom), what they did (who?), and ?

Teachings of the Maharal

Why do we rejoice at
a wedding?

Netiv Gemilut Chasadim 4:1619 - A
very great mitzva is to make bride
and groom happy, and this is an
important category of acts of
kindness.  Rav Chelbo said in Rav
Huna's name, that anyone who
benefits from the feast of the groom
and does not cause him to rejoice
transgresses the five sounds (KOL),
as it says, the sound of happiness,
the sound of rejoicing, the sound of
the groom, the sound of the bride,
the sound of the grooms' jubilance
from their canopies and of youths
from their song filled feasts
[Yirmiyahu 33:10-11] [B'rachot 6:2].
Canopies refers to the ten canopies
Hashem erected when He attended
the wedding feast of Adam and
Chava in Eden [Bava Batra 75a]. 

If he does cause the groom joy,
what is his reward? Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Levi said that he merits Torah
which was given with five sounds,
as it is said, "And it was on the third
day, and there were sounds ... and
the sound of the shofar
strengthened very much" [Sh'mot
19:16], "The sound of the shofar
continued to strengthen,  Moshe
spoke and Hashem answered with
sound" [19:19]. How do we explain
"and all the people saw the
sounds"? This occurred before the
giving of the Torah.  

Rabbi Abahu said that making the
wedding couple rejoice is like

sacrificing a thanksgiving offering,
as it is written, "Those who bring a
thanksgiving offering to the house
of Hashem" [Yirmiyahu 17:26]. Rav
Nachman bar Yitzchak says that it is
as though one rebuilds a ruin from
among Jerusalem's ruins, as it is
written, "for I will return the land as it
was at first, said Hashem." This
verse explains great things about
the coupling of the bride and groom.
Their union connects with a perfec-
tion on high, a divine event like no
natural event. The pairing of the
couple is not a natural but a divine
event, as testified by His name
"KAH" found in man [ISH with a
YUD] and woman [ISHA with a HEI]
that teaches a G-dly connection in
sheleimut. In nature, male and
female are inherently different, and
their union is a divine happening,
and KAH Hashem is in both of
them. Thus, rejoicing is fitting for the
perfection of the union which
initiates happiness, just as, Heaven
forfend, loss initiates mourning.
When there is rejoicing there is
broadening and expansion in all
four sides, and the fifth which is the
midpoint. To not rejoice trans-
gresses the five sounds that expand
in all directions as well as the
midpoint, the internal direction. To
nullify happiness, which informs the
perfection of creation, is to nullify
the praise of Hashem. This  teaches
us that He created man with
sheleimut.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The Torah reading this week deals
with the garments and vestments of
the children of Aharon, the kohanim
and Kohen Gadol of Israel. At first
glance, the garments that these men
were to wear present a clash of ideas
and a contradiction of policies. On
one hand, the garments of the
ordinary kohanim were simple,
modest and low key - a turban, a belt
in the form of a sash, trousers and
the tunic. They were pure white in
color and represented purity of body
and soul and humility of behavior
and attitude. 

Even the Kohen Gadol wore these
basic, simple garments at all times
during his service in the Temple.
However, the Kohen Gadol wore four
additional garments that distin-
guished him and his office from that
of an ordinary kohen. These four
garments - a golden plate on his
forehead, the long outer-robe of
blue, a collar decorated with tufts of
wool and golden bells, and a
multicolored intricately designed
printed cloth with shoulder straps
which held the golden plate. This
chest plate had 12 precious stones
and two large diamond-like stones
on the shoulder straps - which were
surely garments of pride, grandeur

and majesty. 

The garments that the Kohen Gadol
wore were in essence self-contra-
dictory, for some of the garments
were meant to reflect humility and
modesty, simplicity and purity, while
the other garments that he wore
reflected grandeur, opulence, wealth
and power. In this seeming contra-
diction, in my opinion, lies a deep
and important message, which is
very relevant to us even today.

A person's basic makeup, repre-
sented by the simple garments of
the ordinary kohen and of the
underlying garments of the Kohen
Gadol himself, must always reflect
humility, simplicity and purity. We
are told in the Talmud that the Lord,
so to speak, abhors self-grandeur
and overbearing pride. 

Rambam teaches us that in matters
of humility one is allowed to go to an

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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extreme in order to avoid hubris,
pride, arrogance and self-interest.
Nevertheless, the Torah demands of
leaders and scholars a certain
amount - a 1/64 measure - of asser-
tiveness and self-pride. 

For the Kohen Gadol to wear only
garments of simplicity would
automatically diminish his stature
and influence over the people that
he is meant to serve and uplift
spiritually. So we must add garments
of majesty and grandeur in order to
allow him to fulfill his role of
leadership and influence. But under-
neath the four garments of gran-
deur, he still wears the simple white
garments that represent humility
and purity. Therefore on Yom Kippur,
he changes his garments a number
of times. Some of the service he
conducts wearing only the white
simple garments, while at other
times he is empowered to wear his
magisterial robes. 

This is always the balance that the
Torah demands from all of us and
especially from our leaders… never
to fall into the trap of hubris but
always to realize that even a cos-
tume can influence the public with
whose leadership he is charged. 

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
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ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580
Check out Gal-Paz's large selection of Purim CDs

Previous (T'ruma) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: Gold, silver, copper... 
and Argaman, etc.

Kol HaKavod to YJJS and MM/BKLYN -
using a faithful translation back into
Hebrew, all the way through. ZAHAV,
KESEF, N'CHOSHET... V'ARGAMAN,
V'CHU'

7+5+2 (14) + 20+60+80 (160) + 50+8+
300+400 (758) + 6+1+200+3+40+50
(300) + 6+20+6 (32) = 1264

This is an example of playing a little
loose with gimatriya, since the pasuk
says ZAHAV VACHESEF UNCHOSHET
and we dropped the VAVs from silver
and copper. But armed with the answer
in advance (the issue number), it makes
it easier to solve. And we don't always
match the FPTL TTrioddle to the sedra,
but when we do, it's a nice touch.

[2] More tertel-like than the tertel
sedra

TURTEL is a misspelling of turtle. And
TZAV, as in command, is not spelled the
same way as TZAV the turtle is. So the
turtel sedra is Parshat Tzav. Parshat
Tzav is recorded as having TZAV (96)
p'sukim. Except that it has 97 p'sukim.
This can be the one-off-no-problem for

gimatriya, which comes up a lot (in the
Baal HaTurim and elsewhere), or a
possible variation in pasuk division.

Either way, Parshat T'ruma has 96
p'sukim, making it more tertel-like than
Parshat Tzav.

[3] Group 11 elements, except for
this one

Group 11 refers to the Periodic Table of
Elements. The group contains the
metals copper, silver, and gold - the
three metals used in the Mishkan. Until
1994, those were the only three
members of group 11. 

The along came Roentgenium, a
chemical element with symbol Rg and
atomic number 111. It is an extremely
radioactive synthetic element that can
be created in a laboratory but is not
found in nature... Element 111 didn't
get its name until 2004, when it was
named after the physicist Wilhelm
Roentgen, the inventor of x-rays. But
Israelis know that better than English
speakers, since in Hebrew, x-rays are
called TZILUMEI RENTGEN.

No experiments have been carried out
to confirm that it behaves as the
heavier homologue to gold in group
11... Roentgenium is calculated to have
similar properties to its lighter
homologues, copper, silver, and gold,
although it may show some differences
from them - especially in the Beit
HaMikdash.

[4] Footer Icons

Last week (Parshat T'ruma) the page
numbers were flanked by a gemstone,
mentioned towards the beginning of
the sedra, and a US penny, originally



OU Israel Center TT 1265  l  page 53    T'tzaveh - ZACHOR 5778

The connection between Yechezkel and Shimon HaTzadik

made of copper. N'choshet is the last
word in the sedra.

[5] nabfbx tsr nrcho canjv

Holdover from last week. This TTriddle
really belonged in the T'ruma issue,
with coincided with 2 Adar. If one
would attempt to type MISHENICHNAS
ADAR MARBIM B'SIMCHA in Hebrew,
but forgot to shift the keyboard from
English to Hebrew, the above is what
would be the result.

[6] uqiayinybibwzghlhai

This sequence of Hebrew letters also
spells out MISHNICHNAS ADAR... in
AT-BASH, without spaces between the
words. In AT-BASH, the ALEF BET is
reversed, with ALEF corresponding to
TAV, BET to SHIN (hence the name
AT-BASH), GIMEL to REISH, and so on.
E.g. ADAR would be TAV-KUF-GIMEL.  \
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

RACHEL AND AMALEK
Napoleon's invasion of Russia caused a
split in Polish Hassidism. There were
Admorim like Menachem Mendel of
Kotsk who saw it bringing freedom to
Jewry, at the cost perhaps of the
externalities like Jewish clothing,
beards etc. There were also those like
the Chidushei Harim who taught that
this cost of externalities would lead to a
loss of religion. Intellectually the
Kotsker was right but for many people
the externalities really keep them
religious. Chazal teach that Amalek is
only defeated by the descendants of
Rachel as detailed in Tanach. In the
first and second wars, Israel is led by
Yehoshua bin Nun of Efrayim, the third
by Sha'ul and the last by Mordechai
and Esther of Binyamin. The wars
against Amalek as well as the role in
them of the descendants of Rachel are
basically about the role of externalities. 

All the evils of Eisav and Amalek were
disguised or hidden. Eisav who said in
his heart, 'when my father dies then I
will kill my brother" (B'reishit 27:41),
Amalek who sneaked up on Israel,
crept under the Clouds of Glory to
attack them. Megilat Esther tells of
Haman who said in his heart. Chazal
compared their ancestor Eisav himself
to the chazir who sleeps with its paw
extended as it has a cloven hoof the
sign of kashrut but with its mouth
closed since it does not chew its cud.

They also tell us that Amalek were
magicians, masters of sorcery, so that
even the women, children and animals
were changed into soldiers.
The religiosity of Rachel and her
descendants was likewise hidden from
public sight. Rachel hides the terafim
and has secret signs which she passes
to Leah so that she should not be
shamed. Yosef's spirituality is hidden
by his dreams, it is carried under his
careful clothing or by playing with his
curls; he is the only man in Tanach
who is called beautiful. Binyamin
knows that Yosef is still alive but keeps
his brothers secret from their father.
Sha'ul, Israel's first king, in his
modesty hides amongst the baggage
train when the people search for their
first anointed king. The whole story of
Mordechai and Esther is enacted under
costumes, dreams and public and
private feasts.

There were 3 mitzvot incumbent on
Israel on their entry into Eretz Yisrael;
to appoint a king, to build the Mikdash
and to wipe out the memory of
Amalek. Since appointing a king was
written in the Torah we have to see
Shmuel's objection (Shmuel Alef 8) not
to the monarchy, but only to its timing.
He was opposed to appointing a king
without reference to destroying Amalek
since this would make his wars simply
matters of geo-politics rather than
fulfilling Hashem's commandments.
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Why do we need a king against Amalek
whereas for the wars against the 7
Nations Judges-shoftim were suffic-
ient? The Shoftim were localized
leaders involved in struggles against
enemies who attacked only parts of the
nation. Amalek, however, was the
enemy of Klal Yisrael and the war
against him required a king who united
the whole nation. There is another
reason why the destruction of Amalek
requires a king and not merely a judge.
This reason is based on the difference
between intellectualism and emotion,
between religion rooted in logic and
faith.  "Judges dealt only with things of
the mind and intelligence whereas only
a king who is the heart of Israel could
battle Amalek whose enmity is for the
very soul and heart of the nation"

(Shem MiShmuel).

Amalek came to separate Israel from
their G-d. The Torah tells us Amalek
karcha on the way; karcha is either
chanced upon you or cooled you.
Amalek embodies the philosophy that
believed that everything is simply a
matter of chance or of accident but
nothing is Hashem's judgment or
intervention. In this way Amalek
sought to separate Israel from its G-d.
At the same time, Amalek sought to
cool the ardor of Israel's love and
worship of Hashem. The sin of the
generation of Mordechai and Esther
was that their avodat Hashem was
mechanical, cold without enthusiasm.
So the redemption on Purim came to
bring simcha which R' Simcha Bunim
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Happiest of birthdays
to my dear Loml

of P'shischa taught was the overflowing
of kedusha. Furthermore, through the
story of Purim we see the hidden Hand
of Hashem in the so called chance and
accident. 

However, Amalek also came to destroy
the unity of Israel by attacking the
stragglers and the others on the fringes
of society. The Admor of Chabad
taught that having fellow Jews as
stragglers was the sin of Purim. The
unity of Israel is broken by economic
crimes and unethical behavior as we
see from the Torah where the
injunction against Amalek follows the
injunction against having [even if not
using] false weights and measures. So
we have gifts to the poor and mish-
lo'ach manot to our peers to rectify our
social and economic sins. w
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 from p.16

the kings Yehoram and Yehoshafat
(through the navi Elisha) to do to Moav
(M'lachim Bet 3:19). It is not far-fetched
to suggest, therefore, that Amalek's
economy was fueled by random attacks
on weaker towns and villages. Hence,
their attack upon the stragglers of a
then nomadic Israel as well as their
invasion and kidnapping of the women
and children in the undefended town
of Tziklag.

Amalek was not targeted for destruc-
tion due to the sins of past generations
- but for the continuation of that policy
generation after generation.

And the same is true of Haman whose
wickedness was not in his genes but in
his deeds.

The Torah tells us that each person is
judges by what he does and not who
he is. Each individual must prove his
own righteousness and not depend
upon his lineage. Likewise, everyone
can choose the path he will lead and is
not doomed to follow the sinful ways of
his past. 

It is this reason that the nation of
Amalek was punished. 

It was this reason that Haman was
punished.

And it is this reason that we all must
learn to emulate the righteous of our
past and improve upon the wayward
ways of some who preceded us.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)

 cont. from page 4

feature was Achashveirosh's arrogant
display of the plunder from the Beit Ha-
Mikdash, his parading around in the
garments of the Kohein Gadol, and his
mocking of the G-d of Israel. We had no
justification for eating and drinking and
apparently, enjoying the lavish festiv-
ities. When we get too comfortable in
our places of dispersion, when we
prefer blending in to society rather
than preserving our distinct character
as a Nation - then we get into trouble.
That's when we are threatened with
anihilation or forced conversion or
expulsions...

Part of Taanit Esther is to lead us to
serious introspection. Part is to effect a
TIKUN (repair) of the improper eating
and drinking - by fasting, by neither
eating nor drinking. [It is important to
point out that Purim's eating and
drinking - L'SHEIM MITZVA - is also a
TIKUN for the same behavior.

Which brings us back to the mitzva of
ZACHOR. Remember what Amalek did -
check. Remember that there is a
perpetual battle against Amalek-types
throughout the generations - check.
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Remember how we are to feel towards
Amalek and his ilk - check. Remember
that we are commanded to wipe out
the memory of Amalek (when the
opportunity will present itself - check.

And then there is the Sefer Chareidim.
[Written Rabbi Elazar ben Moshe Azkari
(1533-1600, Tz'fat). His family were
victims of the Spanish Expulsion. He
studied halacha and kabbala together
with the most prominent scholars of his
times, including Rabbi Yosef Karo, the
Arizal, his student Rabbi Chaim Vital,
and others. In addition to his
scholarship, he was also a gifted public
speaker and poet. He composed
liturgical poems, such as the famous
Yedid Nefesh (and the original version
of BILVAVI). His Sefer Charedim
includes a list of the 613 mitzvot
arranged according to the parts of the
body used to fulfill them.]

He points out that the original episode
of the first attack by Amalek (last nine
p'sukim of B'shalach - the Torah reading
of Purim morning) follows the various
complaints of the people about water
and food, which resulted in miraculous
water sources and the Manna, but
which also demonstrated a lack of
proper faith and trust in G-d. Why
didn't you leave us in Egypt? Whyd you
take us into the Midbar to kill us? Don't
leave over the Manna for the next day.
Some did leave over. Don't go out on
Shabbat to collect Manna. Some did.
G-d provided for them, but He was
'angry' (so to speak). That was the
background to the battle with Amalek -
at a place called REFIDIM, a name which
commentaries say indicates that our

hold on Torah and Mitzvot was weak-
ened by lack of faith and trust. This,
says the Chareidim, is what we (also)
have to remember. Then he points to
the passage right before the Zachor
parsha in Ki Teitzei - the prohibition
against (even) possessing false weights
and measures, and the command to
have only honest weights and
measures. Violate that and you know
what can be the consequences?
Amalek. Remember that.

Get the connection to Taanit Esther?
We need to fulfill ZACHOR by some
serious introspection as to why Amalek
'happens' to us.

And the Chareidim goes a bit further.
Look at what follows Parshat Zachor -
coming into Eretz Yisrael and the
mitzva of Bikurim. Bikurim is not just
one of the mitzvot that are connected
to Eretz Yisrael. It is THE mitzva that
defies the lack of faith demonstrated by
the Meraglim and the people who were
panicked by them. It is the mitzva that
has us say to G-d how thrilled we are to
be in Eretz Yisrael and to benefit from
all that G-d provides. It is the mitzva
that includes our rejoicing and being
happy with our Torah way of life. 

All of the above is part of what we need
to remember in fulfillment of ZACHOR.
And this is not just a once-a-year task.
The Chareidim adds that every mitzva
that we do and every prohibition that
we abstain from should include the
memory of the perpetual battles
against Amalek, Hashem'[s partnering
with us against Amalek, and what we
need to do to nurture that partnership
and stay faithful and trusting of HKB"H.
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

MON Feb 26th - 12:45pm • LIBRARY
Rabbi Aharon Adler - When Exactly Is Purim?

TUE Feb 27th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½hrs • English w/Eng subtitles
ESTHER First time showing - Splendid dramatization of the Purim
story with F. Murray Abraham as Mordechai and Louise Lombard as
a very believable (and lovely!) Esther. A first class production!

WED Feb 28th - 12:45pm • LIBRARY
Mrs. Pearl Borow - Insights Into Megilat Esther

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur

sponsored by Mel David
in Gratitude to Hashem for the

many blessings he has been given
Rabbi Kolatch's shiur (Wed Feb 21)

sponsored in loving memory of
Rebbitzen Brenda Kolatch's father

l"f uiaepiax aiil ̀ cedi 'x
on his yahrzeit, 3 Adar

Wednesday, February 21st
Today's shiurim at the OU Israel

Center are dedicated for a
Refu'ah Sh'leimah for

`nela ̀ hpri oa iav miig

To sponsor a shiur,
call Chana (02) 560-9100  ext. 152

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

Koren Books for Sale
at the OU Israel

• Koren Illustrated Haggada

• Koren Megillat Esther
• The Jonathan Sacks Hagadda

• Seder Talk - Erica Brown
• Redemption Then & Now

- Rabbi Benjamin Bleich
• Change & Renewal 

- R' Adin Steinsaltz
• Talks on the Parsha 

- R' Adin Steinsaltz

• Person in the Parsha 
- Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb



TAANIT ESTHER (WED Feb 28th)
Begins - 4:56am • ends - 6:03pm (J'm)

3:45pm Shiur by Rabbi Sprecher
Esther's Dilemma - Salvation thru SIN?

5:00pm Slow-paced Mincha
Mini-shiur, Maariv (6:00), refreshments

LEIL PURIM (THU Mar1) 6:05pm Maariv
6:25pm Megila read by Gadi Segal

PURIM DAY (FRI Mar 2) 8:00pm Shacharit
Megila read by Yehuda Novetsky

not before 9:00am

Purim Seuda for Singles 60-75 yrs • See page 34a

Zeicher L'Machatzit HaShekel • We will be collecting
on Taanit Esther and before Megila readings

MATANOT LA'EVYONIM
We will be your agents for this mitzva

Monies will be distributed to needy people on Purim day

Please note: Torah Tidbits #1266 (Purim week) will be ready IYH
on Tuesday (one day early) Deadline for submissions: Sun. Feb 25
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Schedule notes:
Rabbi Kowalsky will NOT be giving his class THU Feb 22. He resumes March 8th
Rabbi Eisen will be giving a special shiur on PURIM, Wed. Feb. 28th at 8:00pm
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CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

This week's parsha deals in part with
Bigdei Kehuna - the special garments
worn by the Kohanim in the Beit
HaMikdash. While ordinary Kohanim
would wear four such garments as they
went about their duties, the Kohen Gadol
would wear an additional four. One of
these additional garments was the
Choshen Mishpat, the breastplate set
with the twelve colored stones, which the
Kohen wore over his heart.

The Torah tells us: "And Aharon shall
bear the names of the children of Israel
on the Choshen Mishpat in his heart
when he goes into the holy place for a
memorial (Zikaron) before Hashem
continually" (Sh'mot 28:29). The
Choshen, containing the names of all the
tribes of Israel, served as a constant
reminder to the Kohen Gadol to focus his
thoughts on the People of Israel. As the
Ralbag notes, the requirement and
expectation was that he meditate upon
that which unites, not divides, us.

The Rabbis (Z'vachim 88a) taught us that
each garment had a unique purpose,
bringing about atonement for a different
set of sins, and as such I would like to
explore the significance of the Choshen.

Rashi, in his discussion of the Choshen
states that it atoned for "Kilkul HaDin",
errors made by judges in their rendering
of justice - hence its name - "Choshen
Mishpat".

[Indeed it has been suggested that the
very word 'Choshen' is itself derived

from the Roshei Teivot (initial letters) of
the last three words in Tehillim 11:5 -
"Chamas Son'ah Nafsho". "Hashem tries
the righteous, but the wicked - and he
who loves inequity - his soul hates"-
"Chamas Son'ah Nafsho".]

In his Ha'Emek Davar, the Netziv takes
us in a very different direction.
Suggesting that Rashi's explanation
stems from the realm of interpretation
known as 'Remez' association - the
Netziv posits a wholly different
meaning. The Netziv claims that the
essential purpose of the Choshen was to
serve as a constant plea for Divine
justice in this world!

The Kohen Gadol wore the breastplate as
a reminder and as a demand that justice
be served. The Choshen is there, the
Netziv writes, "Litbo'ah Elbonan Shel
Yisrael" - to demand retribution for the
shaming and humiliation of the Jewish
People. [Perhaps this is why the Choshen
was upon his heart, for (to borrow the
Rambam's term when describing a king)
- "His heart is the heart of the entire
congregation of Israel" (Hilchot
M'lachim 2:6).]

The Netziv's explanation can be derived
from D'varim 10:18 where G-d is
described as great and mighty; as one
who cannot be swayed, and as: "Oseh
Mishpat Yatom v'Almana" - Hashem
seeks justice, for the widow and orphan.
Mishpat is Divine justice in the world.
The Choshen is a plea to Him who will
not sit by when the weak are abused, that
He hearken to our cries when we are
persecuted, and avenge the abuse
rendered to the Jewish people down
throughout history.



OU Israel Center TT 1265  l  page 63    T'tzaveh - ZACHOR 5778

Throughout the generations, as more and
more Kedoshim have joined the holy
ranks of Harugei Malchut, the Choshen's
responsibility of demanding retribution
has grown exponentially. As the Gemara
(Rosh HaShana 23a) writes, stolen or
plundered goods can be replaced, 'but
who will replace Rabbi Akiva and his
companions? Of them, the passuk (Yoel
4:21) says, 'Though I will cleanse [them
of other sins], their bloodshed I will not
cleanse" - V'NIKAYSI DAMAM LO
NIKAYSI.

This theme is directly connected to that
of Shabbat Zachor, for we know that the
Divine name, and the Divine throne will
only be complete with the erasure of the
memory of Amalek. This notion is found
in many other places as well, such as the
famous prophecy regarding the end of
days: "V'Alu Moshi'im B'har Tzion
Lishpot Et Har Eisav", And Liberators
will march upon Mt. Zion and wreak
judgment on Mt. Eisav (Ovadya 1:21).
As the Malbim writes, the "Moshi'im"
referred to here are Moshiach ben Yosef
and Moshiach ben Dovid. "V'hayta
Lashem HaM'lucha" - and the Lord shall
have the Kingdom - the Kingdom will be
complete.

Rashi explains that to 'wreak judgment
on Mt. Eisav' means to exact retribution.
G-d's kingdom can only be complete
after He has exacted retribution upon
Amalek.

The retribution for the martyrs, the likes
of Rabbi Akiva, and all the other Harugei
Malchut throughout the generations, we
leave to G-d, however we too have a role
to play.

Today, as we live in a generation
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unparalleled in thousands of years of
Jewish history, we must realize that we
are the emissaries of the People of Israel
past and present. Just as the Kohen
Gadol was responsible to carry the hearts
of all of Israel, so too each one of us
must do all in our power to do the same.
The thousands upon thousands, who
yearned to come on Aliyah but never
quite arrived, demand this of us. Soon,
BE"H, a majority of Am Yisrael will be
IN Eretz Yisrael. By coming on Aliyah,
YOU strengthen the Jewish People
physically and metaphysically. 

The previous gen

erations have entrusted their hearts to us,
and we must carry them forth and pave
the way for the coming of the Moshiach.

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

ZACHOR - LO TISHKACH
This Shabbat in shul we will read the
verses that relate the wicked things
that Amalek did to our ancestors
when they left Egypt as well as the
mitzva to always remember their
wicked deeds. (D'varim 25:17-19)

The verse says "Zachor et asher asa
l'cha amalek - remember what
amalek did to you… timcheh et
zecher amalek... Lo tishkach." We
can ask why the verse needs to say
both zachor-remember and lo

tishkach - don't forget. Don't they
both mean the same thing? Why are
both needed?

The Midrash explains that there are
two different mitzvot: zachor - to
remember with one's mouth, by
saying something aloud - i.e. by
reading Parshat Zachor like we do
this Shabbat in shul. The other is Lo
Tishcach, which is in the heart - it
becomes a real part of our identity. 

Another explanation is that Zachor
means in this world, while Lo
tishkach - refers to the time of
Moshiach. In both a difficult and an
ideal existence, we must still
remember the terrible things that
Amalek did to us.

Rav Hirsch eloquently explains:
Zachor - we must remember the
horrible things they did to us and not
act like them when we have the
strength to use our superiority for the
detriment of our fellow men - and -
Lo tishkach - also when we have to
suffer under the hands of a powerful
wicked Amalek. In both cases it is
important to remember that we are
Jews, we behave differently than our
enemies and oppressors. We must
not forget our Torah and its values
even in difficult times and must never
never stoop to their lowly behaviors. 

THIS PAST SHABBAT we had a
guest who asked why we eat
hamentashen on Purim. If you break
up the word into its parts - "haman"
can either refer to our enemy
Haman, or to poppy seeds (mohn),
and the Yiddish word "tash" means
pocket. So, "hamantaschen" means
"poppy-seed-filled pockets. Shulchan
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Aruch (Orech Chaim 695) states that
one should eat them in memory of
the seeds that Daniel and his friends
ate in the house of the king of
Babylon, as the verse states, "And
he gave them seeds"(Daniel 1:16).

The Talmud explains that Hatach,
Queen Esther's faithful messenger,
was none other than Daniel. Esther
did the same as Daniel. In order to
keep her secret identity and not eat
non-kosher food in Achashveirosh's
palace, she ate only beans and
seeds (Megila 13a). Both Daniel and
Esther fulfilled Zachor and lo
tishkach. They preserved their Torah
values even while living among our
enemies.

So I could give a recipe for hamen-
taschen, but I decided to give a bean

and seeds recipe perfect for the
seuda for all those who want to stay
away from all the sweets on Purim.

SESAME GREEN BEANS
700g green beans (fresh or frozen)
2 tsp sesame seeds
3 Tbsp soy sauce
2 Tbsp salad oil

Cook beans till they are tender-crisp,
stirring occasionally. Drain.

Add soy sauce to beans in pan and
cook 10 minutes longer over low
heat, stirring frequently. Sprinkle
sesame seeds over beans and serve
warm. Or cover and refrigerate to
serve cold. N
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Rav Aharon Adler’s
Monthly English Lecture

Sunday, Feb 25th at 20:00

Beit Knesset Ohel Nehama
3 Chopin St. Jerusalem

Purim Customs & Costumes
All are invited`

The sedra begins with the command to
take pure olive oil...   The shell to the left
of the Menora is Murex Trunculus,
currently considered the source of
T'CHEILET, mentioned often (8 times) in
our sedra   gemstones are for the
CHOSHEN   The chain is for connecting
the CHOSHEN to the EIFOD   Davka
Judaica Graphics Kohen Gadol on the
bottom-left   Menora and Mizbei'ach
HaZahav are also from Davka (and in the
sedra)   Silhouettes of the bull and 2 rams
are the inaugural korbanot of the kohanim
  matza represents the Mincha offerings
that accompanied the animal sacrifices. 
At the Kohein Gadol's elbow are two lambs
for the twice-daily T'MIDIM   The Golden
Altar, a.k.a. the Incense Mizbei'ach and the
Inner Altar. The command to make this
Mizbei'ach does not appear in T'ruma but
in T'tzaveh   The heart with the gradua-
tion cap represents the CHACHMEI LEIV,
the skilled weavers, etc. who did the work
on the garments and other Mikdash
requirements. CHOCHMA is not only in the
brain but also in the heart. The Torah talks
of G-d having instilled the wisdom within
these artisans   pomegranate and bell are
for the bottom of the ME'IL of the Kohein
Gadol   book marked with a 4 is section 4
of the Shulchan Aruch, known as
CHOSHEN MISHPAT   The crossword is
TASHBEITZ in Hebrew, the word in the
Torah for the weave of the linen garments
  Chest of drawers is a dresser, which is
what Moshe was during the Mishkan
inauguration   The dominoes are all
double sixes. The word SHEISH (meaning
linen, not 6) occurs 6 times, represented by
the three standing dominoes. Twice we
find the word SHISHA, which does mean 6

- represented by the horizontal domino 
Lipstick is for ODEM, which, in the context
of the sedra, refers to the first of the
Breastplate's gemstones.   Pictured is the
Bursa, the Diamond Center in Ramat Gan,
where the gems for the Kohein Gadol's
gaments might come from in the next Beit
HaMikdash   The emblem is that of Yale
University, with the words printed on the
open book purposely covered up, to test
you before reading these explanations.
The words are URIM V'TUMIM, in Hebrew,
which are also rendered in Latin in the
banner below the crest   NER TAMID is a
term borrowed by our shuls from the
Torah's description of the Menora   Seat
belt logo is for the word V'CHAGARTA, re
the AVNEIT   Upper-right is a hand fully
opened. The distance from the tip of the
thumb to the tip of the pinky is called a
SPAN. In Hebrew it is the unit of measure
called a ZERET (which is also the name of
the pinky), which equals one-half an AMA.
The CHOSHEN was made one by two
ZERETs and folded in half when worn by
the Kohein Gadol   The woman is from
the old TV series, Amos and Andy. She was
Sapphire, namesake of one of the stones in
the Choshen   Elephants (supposedly)
never forget - LO TISHKACH   the knot in
his trunk is a reminder to REMEMBER 
with Purim fast approaching, we have
POOH (Winnie) and a RAM (POORAM, get
it?)   There is Magila Gorilla for Megila 
and the chemical symbol is for the organic
compound known as an ESTER 
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When Chodesh Adar is here,
We know that Purim is near.

So let us all be sure,
To help the needy and the poor.

How good you will feel
Keeping the Mitzva for real.

Please send your donations to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
Donate via Paypal at
chickenladyofjerusalem.com

texim yng

Licensed psychologist educated and
trained in the U.S.

Dr. Kamila Forkosh Lavan
draws from years of experience

within the field.
Treatment techniques are based on a
combination of CBT, behavioral, and

systems theory, depending on the
needs of each client.

Treatment areas include: 
Anxiety, Depression, PTSD, 
Loss, Trauma, Conflict Resolution,
Communication 
Improvement, 
Self-Discovery, and others.
A steep sliding scale 
(discounts) for those in need. 

For more details: 055-669-1335

FRIDAY PURIM SEUDA
Friday regular Purim is a relatively rare
occurrence - it happens 11.5% of the
time. In those years, we in Jerusalem
have Trippple Purim and every one has
Erev Pesach on Shabbat and the Seder
on Motza'ei Shabbat. The last time all
this happened was 10 years ago, 5768
(2008). The next scheduled occurrence
is 5781 (2021), three years from now.

In Jerusalem, Friday Purim is more
common, occurring 28% of the time.
We in Yerushalayim had Friday Purim
two years ago (5776), the year before
that (5775), and three years before that
(5772). The next one is scheduled for
next year (5779), and three years after
that (5782).

When Purim falls on Friday, as it does
this year in Yerushalayim, most people
have their SEUDAT PURIM in the
morning. Some opt for a nice brunch of
bagels and lox or omelets, while others
might go the meaty way, even at the
earlier time. The Seuda in the morning
is the least intrusive on the upcoming
Shabbat.

Some people will have their Seuda in
the afternoon, even though it threatens
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one's appetite for the Friday night
meal. This way, they still have their
Purim Seuda after Mincha, as is
traditional (and desireable under other
circumstances). These people will end
their Seuda on the early side, so that
Shabbat can be properly prepared for.

Some people will have their Purim
Seuda in the afternoon and let it con-
tinue into the beginning of Shabbat.

We are not recommending this - only
reporting about it. In such a case, when
sunset comes, they must stop in the
middle of their Seuda (one assumes
that candles will have been lit at the
proper time) and Kiddush must be
made. The Kiddush consists of the intro
passage and the bracha M'KADEISH
HASHABBAT, but not BOREI PRI
HAGAFEN, if people have already made
a bracha on wine during the meal. So
kiddush, without HaGafen. Then they
take LECHEM MISHNEH and "break
bread" but without HaMotzi, since they
are still in the middle of a meal for
which they have already washed and
made HaMotzi. A special additional
food in honor of Shabbat should be
served and eaten and the meal should
continue until after Stars Out so that it
can properly count as the first Shabbat
meal. In Birkat HaMazon, R'TZEI is said
for Shabbat, but no AL HANISIM for
Purim. After the meal, everyone davens
Maariv. Strange, no?

Technically, the custom of extending
the Seuda into the night even during
the week, works well when 14 Adar is
followed by 15 Adar, both days being
Purim someplace. But not so much in
Jerusalem.
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Scholar-in-residence for first two days (incl. Seder) Rabbi David Walk
Scholar-in-residence for last days (Yom Tov & Shabbat) Rabbi Ari Kahn

Speakers during Chol HaMoed - Rabbi Sam Shor and others
Tiyulim during Chol Hamoed at extra charge

Under Strict Supervision of OU
Glatt Mehadrin • Non-Gebrokts • Kitniyot Free
Hosts: Ita Rochel • Chanie & Menachem Persoff
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