
ְוִדַּבְרֶּתם ֶאל־ַהֶּסַלע        [20:8]  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
10 Tammuz 5776 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

  גוט שבת
ms 

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 

 
Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be 

published by Kodesh Press 

 

Take the staff 
It is sometimes the case that we mix up the events of this occasion when Moshe was to bring forth water from a rock and 

the occasion described earlier in the Torah, when Moshe was instructed to strike the rock.  With this in mind, our possuk 

contains an anomaly.  Moshe is instructed this time to speak to the rock and yet he is first directed, it seems, to take his hold 

of his staff.  What purpose was the staff to serve, if Hashem intended water to spout from the rock through the power of 

speech alone?  Furthermore, there is no indication of what Moshe might say to the rock in addressing it as Hashem 

commanded.  The Kli Yakar offers us a beautiful insight.  Aaron and Moshe each had their own staff.  When Hashem wants 

Aharon or Moshe to take hold of their personal staff, the Torah uses the word mat’cho - your staff.  Given that the word 

used in our possuk is hamateh – meaning the staff, it seems to indicate a reference to a special one with unique  … page 2 
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You shall speak to the rock 
Chazal teach us that the manna fell through the merit of Moshe, whilst the clouds of glory 
protected Bnei Yisroel through the merit of Aharon and the well of water that followed them 
wherever they travelled existed through the merit of Miriam.  When Miriam passed away, the 
well was maintained through the merit of Moshe and Aharon and went Aharon left this world, 
Moshe’s merit alone was sufficient to sustain all three of these wondrous brochos.  If so, we 
may legitimately ask why Aharon’s and Miriam’s own merit was originally needed to provide 
the clouds and the water.  The K’sav Sofer answers this question by explaining that each of 
these three siblings made a major contribution to Klal Yisroel.  Moshe was the great teacher 
and lawgiver; Aharon was both High Priest and archetypal peacemaker; and Miriam acted as 
mentor and guide for the women.  During the time that Aharon and Miriam were fulfilling 
their roles, Moshe’s load was consequently lighter and his merit was insufficient on its own 
to ensure the provision of manna, protective clouds and water.  When Miriam was no longer 
around and her work passed to both of her brothers, their merit increased accordingly to a 
level that ensured a continuation of the brocho of water.  In order to show Klal Yisroel that 
water would be provided through the joint merit of Moshe and Aharon, Hashem told Moshe 
that they should both speak to the rock, hence the use of vedibartem in the plural.  Once this 
point had been established, Moshe could then act as the primary giver of water.  In his anger, 
however, Moshe spoke only harsh words to the people and alone smote the rock, without 
the participation of Aharon.  The K’sav Sofer sees this as a failing on Aharon’s part as well and 
hence the reason why both he and Moshe were punished for this incident.  As a further 
elucidation, it must be noted that many commentators see Aharon’s culpability in his failure 
to intervene between the first and second occasions that Moshe hit the rock. 

 ַקח ֶאת־ַהַּמֶּטה      [20:8] 

 
 
 
 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The Kedushas Levi explains that when 
a Jew observes Shabbos properly this gives 

him strength and enthusiasm to serve 
Hashem throughout the following week.  

When the next Shabbos arrives it is easier 
for him to observe Shabbos and receive its 

holiness.  Week by week this pattern 
continues, with each Shabbos adding to the 

Shabbos that follows it.  This is why the 
possuk says, “Bnei Yisroel shall observe  
the Shabbos, to make the Shabbos”.  By 

observing one Shabbos, we “make” 
the following Shabbos holier. 

 
Kedushas Levi – Ki Sisa 

 
 
 

Of the students of the evil Bilaam 

In comparing the talmidim (students) of Avrohom and Bilaam, this 
mishnah warns against being greedy of spirit.  The Medrash Rabbo 
brings a proof from next week’s parsha that Bilaam was not only 
greedy for money, but placed it on the very highest pedestal of 
importance for him.  In the possuk [22:18] Bilaam says that even if 
Bolok were to give him “a house full of gold and silver”, he could not 
defy the word of Hashem.  In next week’s perek of Pirkei Ovos, the 
mishnah [6:9] recounts Rebbi Yosi ben Kismo’s story of how, while 
walking along the road, he encountered a man who, following 
pleasantries and some initial conversation, offered him a vast fortune 
to move to live in the man’s home city.  Rebbi Yosi ben Kismo’s 
response was strangely resonant of Bilaam’s.  He said, “Even if you 
were to give me all the silver and gold, precious stones and pearls in 
the world, I would dwell nowhere but in a place of Torah”.  What is 
the difference between these two approaches that we should 
emulate the latter and despise the former?  Drawing on Rashi and the 
Medrash, Rav Elyashiv in sefer Divrei Aggodo answers that Bilaam 
truly wished to curse Bnei Yisroel and his response revealed that he 
would do so if he possibly could, but only in return for enormous 
financial consideration.  This revealed Bilaam’s priotisation of wealth 
over even life itself, when the latter should have been his most 
precious commodity, which would have been endangered by seeking 
to transgress Hashem’s command.  On the other hand, Rebbi Yosi, 
though offered a similarly sized treasure trove, was faced with 
something that was within his power to do, if he chose to.  Refusing 
the offer to move to a city that is not a mokom Torah does not require 
one to give up one’s life.  Therefore, he properly responded that no 
material pleasures in the entire world could lure him away from his 
cherished Torah, because money was not at all important to him. 

 

… qualities.  In Parshas Korach, Moshe told the 

leaders of each shevet (tribe) to bring a staff to 

place in the Mishkan.  On each would be written 

the name of the leader of the relevant shevet, with 

Aharon's name inscribed on the staff of shevet Levi.  

The staff belonging to the person who was chosen 

by Hashem to be kohein gadol would blossom.  It 

was, of course, the staff with Aharon’s name on it 

that not only blossomed, but produced almonds.  

Thereafter, Moshe was ordered by Hashem to 

place this staff in the kodesh hakodoshim (Holy of 

Holies) near to the oron (Ark).  It was this staff that 

Moshe is told to take hold of in our possuk.  

Confirmation of this can be gleaned from the next 

possuk which informs us that Moshe took the staff 

milifnei Hashem – from before Hashem.  The Kli 

Yakar opines that the purpose of Moshe taking this 

particular staff was to present it to the rock as if to 

say, "Learn this lesson; just as a dry piece of wood 

suddenly became moist and thrived in order to 

sanctify Hashem's name, so should you sanctify 

Hashem's name by giving forth water, even though 

it is not your nature”. 
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ִּבְלָעם ָהָרָׁשעִמַּתְלִמיָדיו ֶׁשל   
  

[Pirkei Ovos 5:19 (5:22 in siddurim)]                       
 

 
 

 
 


