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We see two interesting and somewhat 
similar topics discussed in this week's 
 פנחס One is the reward that .פרשה
received for his actions and the other one 
is about the devision of ארץ ישראל. 

 killed two people one of which was פנחס
a Yid. Killing is divisive in nature as the 
act of murder results in the victim being 
physically separated from his family and 
friends. It also creates separation 
between the murderer and the victim’s 
family. 

The reward given to פנחס was that he 
received the covenant of peace. The 
nature of peace is that it's all inclusive. All 
are one and all are good. The פסוק 

explains that פנחס was rewarded 

because he stopped the epidemic. 
Nonetheless, the way it came about was 
through murder. 

The difficulty with this is, granted, פנחס 
needed to be rewarded, but why did it 
need to be with peace which is the 

opposite of his action? He should have 
b e e n r e w a r d e d w i t h s o m e t h i n g 
commensurate of his action. 

Another part of the reward which פנחס 
received was that from now on he and his 
children were going to be included in the 
 פסוק This is well understood as the .כהונה
itself gives the reason. The פסוק states 
that since פנחס brought about forgiveness 
between Hashem and His children he 
was given the opportunity of continuing to 
do just that with the עבודה of the כהונה. 

The primary difficulty is why did פנחס 
receive the covenant of peace through an 
act that was all but peaceful! 

Hashem is telling and 
t e a c h i n g u s 
something profound 
with this reward. 
A seemingly 
barbaric act is 
s o m e t i m e s t h e u l t i m a t e 
kindness. 

פרשת פנחס 
Pain Management

A s e e m i n g l y 
b a r b a r i c a c t i s 
s o m e t i m e s t h e 

ultimate kindness. 
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There was once a guy named Mike who 
toured different countries. At one time, he 
happened to be in one of the third world 
countries when he chanced upon a tent in 
middle of a field. He saw lots of activity of 
people dressed in white. In the corner of 
the tent he saw a man laying on a table 
and a few white dressed people standing 
around that man. They were so 
engrossed in their job that they didn't 
even notice him. Mike was horrified at 
what he saw next. He saw them taking a 
seemingly healthy person, cutting into the 
man, and then removing his leg! He 
wanted to scream to stop the barbarism 
but he was afraid that he would be next. 
Mike quietly left and ran from that place. 

Mike couldn't forget the face of that white 
dressed man and the scene of him 
mutilating an innocent person. After a few 
years of travel Mike settled in one of the 
developed countries where he took a job 
as a hotel worker. One evening there was 
a huge event with many people in 
attendance. Mike was extremely busy 
helping the event run smoothly. In middle 
of the event, a person was called to the 
dais to be honored. His virtues were 
extolled, especially that he dedicated a 
few years helping save lives in third world 
countries. Mike suddenly realized that the 
person standing up there is non other 
than the white dressed person who not 
only didn't help people, he actually hurt 
them badly. Mike decided that it was a 

safe environment to finally unmask this 
charlatan and bring him to justice.

Mike raised a ruckus. Police were called 
in and Mike proceeded to tell the police 
exactly what he saw this man doing in 
other countries. Mike demanded that this 
be investigated. The police arranged a 
meeting between Mike and the accused 
person. The answer is obvious; the 
accused person, a top surgeon, saved 
that patient's life by amputating his leg. 

The killing that פנחס did is the same as 
the surgeon amputating the leg. The 
actual act of amputation is the act of 
giving life to the amputee. The act of 
killing that פנחס did brought the peace 
amongst the Yidden. 

It is therefore very clear why Hashem 
chose exactly this reward, a covenant of 
peace. 

One can still ask why did the above have 
to happen in first place. If that person 
wouldn't be sick he wouldn't need 
medical intervention. If the Yidden 
wouldn't sin they wouldn't need any 
intervention. To fully understand this 
concept one needs to understand that 
Hashem orchestrates this world beyond 
comprehension. 

We all have circumstances that are 
painful. We need to believe however, that 
this very painful experience is life saving. 
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To further clarify this concept one needs 
to learn the next topic in the פרשה. 

The פסוק tells us that the land of ארץ 
 was divided by a drawing. The ישראל
 explains that a voice בבא בתרא in גמרא
emanated from the drawing box telling 
exactly what everyone will receive and 
that's exactly how it happened. Also, 
everyone got his deserved plot of land 
according to family size. In addition, the 

location of the שבטים was also 
specific. Yet, the drawing 

didn't deviate one iota 
from what was meant 
to be. One is used to, 

that facts follow the 
o u t c o m e o f a 

drawing yet here it was the opposite; the 
drawing followed the facts. 

The obvious question is, if all the facts 
were predetermined what purpose did the 
drawing serve. Also, a drawing in 
essence demonstrates, to a certain 
extent, that it's not Hashem that fully 
controls the world. It seems that things 
happen on its own. If so, why was the 
drawing there and what purpose did it 
serve? 

The תורה teaches us that happenstance 
is sometimes the most controlled event. 
We live in a time where כבוד שמים is 
severely hidden. It seems that anyone or 
anything that goes against Hashem is 

very successful and those who try to 
reveal a little כבוד שמים are severely 
limited in success. We see a world full of 
materialistic glory. We see that those who 
preach overt and covert anti semitism are 
well heard and yet those preaching the 
glory of Hashem are nary a topic. It 
seems to make no sense at all! Yet, it is 
precisely the will of Hashem that the 
world look this way. 

Hashem wants a world where it seems 
that events happen randomly. Our עבודה 
is to make sure we don't fall for it. 
Hashem controls and makes things 
happen from the most convoluted to the 
simplest of events. Every event in our 
daily life is meant to happen by the will of 
Hashem. Even the events that seem so 
 .or by chance, didn't בדרך הטבע

The drawing of the lots teach us that 
even a drawing will precisely follow 
Hashem's will. There's no such thing as 
random happenings. Hashem wanted to 
show the Yidden before fully settling in 
 that they'll witness many ארץ ישראל
events that seem to be happening 
randomly. They should know however, 
there's no such thing. Nothing happens 
on i ts own. Every deta i l , event , 
occurrence, and even מצות one does is 
part of the master plan of this world. 
Hashem's will is revealed with the Yid 
believing that He made it happen 
precisely so!  

The drawing 
f o l l o w e d t h e 

facts!
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The רמב״ן asks why the תורה mentions 
the family of לוי when discussing the 
division of ארץ ישראל; they didn't receive a 
part in the land and there's therefore no 
reason to mention them. 

We can answer that the 
 is teaching us תורה
another facet of the 
drawing. Even i f 
s o m e o n e 

p r e s u m a b l y 
receives nothing 

compared to his peers, he still 
received much. By one not receiving, 
Hashem in his kindness is still giving. 

We now understand that although the 
Yidden could have not sinned and not 
need the services of פנחס. Nonetheless, 
Hashem orchestrated everything and 
wanted it precisely so, even if we don't 
understand the reason. The Yidden had 
to experience this to fully understand the 
lesson that pain isn't necessarily a bad 
thing. It's always good and life saving. We 
definitely ask Hashem to prevent painful 
situations and events, but if it still 
happens we believe that it is life! 

   

א גוט שבת

Even if someone 
presumably receives 

nothing compared to his 
peers, he still received 

much. 


