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 בס”ד

 

s he approached the end of his life, יצחק  decided to bestow the patriarchal blessings on Esau. For various reasons 
expressed by the commentators, he felt that Esau, despite his evil nature or perhaps because of it, needed these 
blessings. However, through divine intervention, Rivka saw things differently and engineered a ruse so that יצחק  
would bless Yaakov instead. (Torah Treasury) One of the berachos that יצחק  gave was very similar for both 

Yaakov and Esau. Yaakov's bracha read מטל השמים ומשמני הארץ from the dew of the heavens and from the fat of the land. 
Esau's bracha said the same thing just the opposite way משמני הארץ ומטל השמים from the fat of the land and from the dew 
of the heavens. What's the difference between these berachos? 

The Chafetz Chaim draws our attention to two differences: one in the sequence of words, by Yaakov it says מטל השמים 
first because his main interest was heavenly pursuits and by Esau it puts משמני הארץ first because his main interest was 
material pursuits. Another difference is that by Yaakov the bracha starts out ויתן לך האלקים  that Hashem will give him but it 
uses Hashem's name of justice inferring that Yaakov only gets the bracha if he's deserving where by Esau no stipulation 
is made; he gets the bracha no matter what.Why should Esau get the bracha no matter what and Yaakov only when he's 
deserving? The Chafetz Chaim explains that a Jew who davens and isn't answered knows what he wants isn't best for 
him; however a goy who davens and isn't answered says Hashem's a traitor. Therefore, the goy has to be answered 
whether it's good for him or not, but the Jew will only be answered if it's good for him. Therefore, continues the Chafetz 
Chaim, a person should never complain about what happens to him even if it's poverty or troubles, for one has to trust that 
Hashem knows best. If something else had been better for him, Hashem would have given it.  

The midrash tells us an interesting story about ריב"ל  Reb Yehoshua ben Levi who asked Hashem to teach him His ways 
to understand why we see the righteous person has problems while the sinner prospers. One day, אליהו הנביא  comes to 
him and tells him he can come along with him as long as he doesn't ask questions. Once he asks, they would part ways. 
He agreed and they went on their way. Towards evening, they come upon an old barn with one cow in it. They get a little 
closer and this old couple comes out to greet them and welcomes them in, feeds them and has them stay the night. As 
they are about to leave in the morning, אליהו  says a prayer that the couple's only cow should die. ריב"ל  is stunned, but 
remembering the deal, he doesn't say anything.  

The next night, they come to a rich man's house, knock on the door and no one answers. They keep knocking until finally 
someone opens the door and they see the rich man and his wife surrounded by servants serving a lavish dinner. The man 
sees them and gets angry saying, “who let these people in; we don't want people like that in our home “. They beg him for 
a place to stay for the night. He finally relents and let's them stay outside in the back on a stone porch, giving them no 
food. Meanwhile, this man was having trouble with one of the walls of his house which needed repair but the workers 
didn't show. On their way out, אליהו  davens that the wall should fix itself by way of a miracle. Now ריב"ל  ,can hardly 
contain himself, but he still doesn't ask.Then, they proceed to a town of all wealthy people. No one invites them in, rather 
they bring them some bread into the shul where they spend the night on the shul benches. When they leave, אליהו  
blesses them that that should all be important and leaders. Then they go to poor town where they are invited into the 
homes, given food and a place to sleep.  when they leave, he blesses them that only one of them should be a leader. 

Now ריב"ל  can't take it anymore and he asks why everywhere we go the people that were good to us you curse and the 
ones that were nasty to us you bless? אליהו says we have to part ways now because you asked, but I will explain before 
you go. At our first stop, there was a decree against the wife that she was supposed to die the next day, so I davened that 
the cow should die instead, to remove the decree from her; the rich man had a huge treasure buried under that wall, so 
had they taken it down to fix, they would have found the treasure, so I fixed it miraculously; the rich town was blessed that 
they all be leaders for if everyone is a leader, there is no peace and there won't be any success;  the other town I blessed 
with just one leader for if they choose one leader, they will live peacefully and prosper. Then, אליהו   concluded, “now 
understand that the ways of Hashem are hidden and not all that seems good is really good and not all that seems bad is 
really bad”. It's up to us to trust that whatever Hashem does is for our good! 
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