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Now You Know 
Though Moshe was not allowed to 

enter the land of Israel, even if 

Yehoshua were to be the one to 

lead at that time, this does not 

mean that this was a permanent 

condition. 

Rabbeinu Bachya explains that not 

only was Moshe not allowed to 

enter Eretz Yisrael, but even after 

his death, his body was not allowed 

to be buried there, as Yaakov and 

Yosef merited. 

This was, explains Rabbeinu 

Bachya, for the honor of the Jews 

who had died in the desert, whose 

bones would not be buried in the 

land of Israel, and also for the 

honor of all those throughout 

history who would die and be buried 

in the Diaspora, though they 

anxiously awaited the Redemption 

as, “those who await the morning.” 

Moshe’s burial outside Israel was a 

testimony that all of them, he and 

those mentioned above, would one 

day merit techiyas hamaisim, a 

revivification of the dead, and they 

will all come up to Israel some day 

in the future, once again under the 

guidance and leadership of Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  

Thought of the week: 
It ought to make you think 
twice when you find a 
leader with a strong desire 
to lead. 

 ( XK:GOYRBD)‰.HART RwA JRAH TA OTA LYXNY AWHW HZH OEH YNPL RBEY AWH YK ...EwWHY TA WCW‰ 
“And command Joshua and strengthen him, for he shall go before this nation 
and he shall inherit for them this land that you will see.” (Deut. 1:16-17)                              

In passing over the mantle of leadership, Moshe is instructed to command his main 
student, Yehoshua, about what is expected of him and what awaits him. It is interesting that 
the Torah seems to connect this to the failure of Moshe’s prayers to earn him the privilege 
of entering the land of Israel. 

Moshe has just been told that he will only see the land from a distance but not enter it even 
after death, and immediately thereafter is given the requirement to encourage Yehoshua 
and warn him of the troubles that he can expect as leader. In fact, we might wonder why he 
would not instead paint a rosy picture for Yehoshua of the glorious leadership and career 
highlights he could expect. 

Rashi points out that part of the job description for Yehoshua is that he himself must lead 
the army if he wants them to succeed in conquering Eretz Yisrael. He quotes the story of 
the battle at Ai, in which Yehoshua sent a general and many Jews were killed. When 
Yehoshua davened, HaShem told him, “You go.” If he were to lead the people, then they 
would succeed. If not, and they chose someone else, they would not. 

This would seem to be an odd role for a religious figure. Rabbis pray, teach and convey 
religious ideas while generals fight wars. Why then should it be so imperative for Yehoshua 
to go out at the head of the army? While we find that he led the army against Amalek, that 
was when Moshe was alive to be the religious leader. 

It must be that the role of general is not dissimilar from that of rabbi. In fact, we find that 
Dovid HaMelech, King David, led his armies in battle, yet also ruled on many halachic 
issues himself. 

Rather, leadership of the Jewish People requires one to be able to guide in all ways. It 
involves an understanding of Torah not only from a philosophical or metaphysical 
perspective, but a practical one. It necessitates living in the day-to-day world under the 
guidance of the Torah and showing that the two are not in contradiction. In fact, they are 
one and the same. 

Moshe said, “Despite my pleas, HaShem’s decision was that I should not enter the land. 
It’s not a pleasant choice, but it’s also not one that I get to make. In your leadership role, 
you can expect difficulties and challenges. But don’t let that deter you.  

On the contrary, your job is specifically to lead the Jews through these challenges and help 
them accept that HaShem’s will applies to every aspect of physical life. You must lead 
them spiritually and physically for that is how a Jew is meant to live in this world.” 

The Chofetz Chaim often stressed the importance of students learning the tractate of 
Chulin and the laws of Yoreh Deah pertaining to kashrus, as well as learning how to 
properly shecht (ritually slaughter) and pasken Shailos in this area.  Especially since the 
Jews were constantly forced from place to place, he felt it necessary for them to be able to 
serve as rabbis and poskim (halachic adjudicators.) 

One student came to him and asked "Rebbe, how can I pasken (rule) on such matters?  To 
have people depending on me for Kashrus is such a great burden.  I might make mistakes.  
I am so afraid of this!"  The Chofetz Chaim lovingly patted his hand and smiled.   

"My child," he asked, "who then should pasken, one who is not afraid to err?" 
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This issue is dedicated l’illui nishmas 

Francine Stein a”h of Monsey, NY 

who had no family present but was 

laid to rest with nearly three dozen 

people who attended simply because 

she was one of ours. 
 This issue is also in honor of all those 

who attended or wished they could. 
W‰EwT BA ÂY TRUPN 

If not you, who then 
should do it? 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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