
 

ואת שעיר החטאת דרש דרש משה והנה שרף 

   )י:טז( ויקצף על אלעזר ועל איתמר בני אהרן

  

And Moses thoroughly investigated concerning the sin 

offering he goat, and behold, it had been burnt! So he 

was angry with Elazar and Isamar, Aaron's surviving 

sons (10:16) 
After the death of Nadav and Avihu, the Torah tells us 

about the korbonos/sacrifices of Aharon’s two other sons, 
Elazar and Isamar. Rashi explains that there were 

three seirei chataos/sacrifices of goats that were brought 

that Rosh Chodesh Nissan day. Although the seir of Rosh 
Chodesh would have normally been eaten, they burnt it 

instead. Moshe Rabbeinu was very disturbed with this, and 

he asked them why they had done this. Furthermore, Moshe 

told them that in not eating it, they had missed an 
opportunity because the korban was given to atone for Klal 

Yisroel.  

In short, Aharon explained that the reason they had not 
eaten it was because they had the status of 

an onen/mourners before a burial. As such, they were 

forbidden from eating kodshim. (Even though they were 

allowed to eat from the goat of the chanukas hamishkan, the goat 

of Rosh Chodesh was different because it was kodshei doros as 

opposed to kodshei sha’a). Upon hearing this explanation, the 

Torah tells us וישמע משה ויטב בעיניו - Moshe happily 
accepted it, not feeling defeated, but rather thankful that he 

had learned something new. 

Aside from the obvious lesson to be learned from Moshe’s 

search and appreciation for truth at all costs, there is 
another very valuable lesson to be learned from these 

pesukim. 

Aharon HaKohein had just lost two children. Not just any 
two children; they were great tzadikim. HaShem testifies 

this by saying בקרובי אקדש –they were so close to 

HaShem that He would be sanctified through them. One 

cannot begin to conceive the pain and suffering that 
Aharon, Elazar and Isamar were experiencing on that day. 

The din of an onen shows us that their level of mourning 

was on an even higher level. 
When Moshe Rabbeinu approached them questioning the 

way they did the avodah, we could have expected a 

different response. Perhaps the greatest baal 

madreiga would have shrugged his shoulder and just 
walked away. For an average person, they may have said 

“We are dealing with way too much. Cut us some slack” 

etc. Or my personal favourite when someone is having a 

rough day: “if you don’t like the way I do it, you can do it 

yourself”. 
The Torah shows us how they responded. Aharon spoke 

with the utmost kavod and derech eretz for Moshe. As 

Rashi points out, he never once told Moshe that he had 

made a mistake. What about Elazar and Isamar? They had 
just been erroneously accused of messing up the korban. 

They could have easily defended themselves but they 

didn’t. Why not? Their father was there and it shows a lack 
of respect to speak in front of him. Also, Moshe was their 

rebbe, and it is disrespectful to argue with one’s rebbe. 

In their most difficult time, they showed us what it means 
to be in complete control of one’s emotions. Sure they had 

every excuse in the books to let the world know that they 

were “having a bad day”, but they prevailed. 

This is a tremendous madreiga/level. Rabbeinu Yona 
writes in Pirkei Avos that the final test of Avrohom Avinu 

was dealing with Efron in his purchase of the Meoras 

HaMachpeila. It is generally accepted that each test was 
progressively more difficult than the previous one.  This 

means that as the final test, this was even greater than 

almost losing Yitzchok at the akeida. Rav Dessler z”l 
comments that on the surface this does not seem like such a 

difficult test. How tough can it be to negotiate on a piece of 

land? What exactly was this test? 

Rav Dessler tells us to step into Avraham’s shoes for a 
moment. He nearly slaughtered his very own son. His 

emotions were most probably drained. He finally returns to 

his loving wife that stood by his side through thick and thin 
for all those years only to find her dead. After this he needs 

to negotiate with a crooked person on a piece of land which 

HaShem had already promised him. All would agree that 

his day would definitely rank right up there with the hardest 
days. Yet, Avrohom never once lost himself to his 

emotions. He dealt with full respect. To sum it up, Rav 

Dessler writes, “Just because I am in pain, the other person 
does not have to suffer.” This, says the Rabbeinu Yona, 

was the test that Avraham faced. This was a most difficult 

task, and he passed with flying colours. 
It was this same test that Aharon, Elazar and Isamar faced 

successfully passing it as well. Maaseh avos siman 

Labanim- Our Avos Hakdoshim laid the foundations for us, 

given us the necessary strength and fortitude to succeed in 
similar situations. We should never have a hard day, but 

let’s face it, it’s part of life, and that is how we 

grow.  Rather than throwing in the towel and making 
everyone else suffer along with us, let us take strength from 

Avrohom Avinu, Aharon Hakohen and his sons Elazar and 

Isamar. Because they’ve done this, we can as well. 
 

Good Shaabos   מרדכי אפפעל     
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