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נָּיו יו ַוֲאדָּ דָּ ַעמֻּ יו  וְׁ ִריחָּ יו בְׁ שָּ רָּ יו קְׁ סָּ רָּ יו קְׁ לָּ ל כֵּ ֶאת כָּ ֹאֶהל וְׁ ן ֶאל מֶשה ֶאת הָּ כָּ )לט לג( ַויִָּביאּו ֶאת ַהִמשְׁ   

 

And they brought the Mishkan to Moshe, the tent and all its furnishings its clasps, its planks, 
its bars, its pillars and its sockets 

 
Rashi explains why they brought the Mishkan to Moshe and what his role was in erecting it. 
 

יכולין להקימו, ולפי שלא עשה משה שום מלאכה במשכן, הניח לו הקדוש ברוך הוא ויביאו את המשכן וגו': שלא היו 

הקמתו, שלא היה יכול להקימו שום אדם מחמת כובד הקרשים, שאין כח באדם לזקפן, ומשה העמידו. אמר משה לפני 

וקם מאליו, וזהו  הקדוש ברוך הוא איך אפשר הקמתו על ידי אדם, אמר לו עסוק אתה בידך נראה כמקימו, והוא נזקף

 שנאמר )שמות מ יז( הוקם המשכן, הוקם מאליו. מדרש רבי תנחומא

 

Now they brought the Mishkan to Moshe, etc.: Because they could not erect it. Since Moshe 
had done no work in the Mishkan, Hashem, left for him the task of erecting it [the Mishkan], 
since no human being could erect it [by himself] because of the heaviness of the planks; and no 
human was strong enough to put them up, but Moshe [was able to] put it up. Moshe said 
before Hashem, “How is it possible for a human being to erect it [the Mishkan]?” He (Hashem) 
replied, “You work with your hand.” He [Moshe] appeared to be erecting it, and it arose by 
itself. This is [the meaning of] what it says: “the Mishkan was set up” (Shemos 40:17) It was 
set up by itself [Midrash Tanchuma 11] 
 

Rashi cites the Midrash Tanchuma that tells us that Hashem told Moshe to make it appear 
as if he was putting the planks into the sockets and the Mishkan then arose by itself and fell 
into place. This, says Rashi, is what the pasuk means later when it says 1 ןהּוקַ  כָּ ם ַהִמשְׁ , the 
Mishkan was set up, in the passive form, since the Mishkan was set up by itself (הוקם מאליו( 
as no human being could actually lift the planks because of their heaviness. 
 
This Rashi serves as a reminder that in truth even the situations that don’t require great 
strength, surely it is only because of Hashem’s intervention and will that we are able to 
succeed at anything. As the Gemara in Chulin  )ז' ע"ב )דף   tells us  ואמר ר' חנינא אין אדם נוקף אצבעו

 A person cannot lift a finger down here in this world unless מלמטה, אלא אם כן מכריזין עליו מלמעלה,
it is announced up above first. Rashi teaches us that Moshe was told to make it seem as if he 
was erecting the Mishkan and then it was set up on its own. Simply put, our actions are 
merely at the level of “going through the motions” and acting in a perfunctory manner. We 

                                                
נָּה  1 ִראשֹון ַבשָּ ִהי ַבֹחֶדש הָּ ןַויְׁ כָּ ד ַלֹחֶדש הּוַקם ַהִמשְׁ ֶאחָּ ִנית בְׁ )מ יז( ַהשֵּ  



aren’t really capable of doing much on our own without Hashem’s constant assistance and 
support. 
 

The pasuk in Vayakhel says: 
 

ה ּוַביֹום  אכָּ לָּ ֶשה מְׁ עָּ ֶשת יִָּמים תֵּ תשֵּ ה יּומָּ לָּאכָּ ֹעֶשה בֹו מְׁ ל הָּ תֹון ַלֹה כָּ ֶכם ֹקֶדש ַשַבת ַשבָּ יֶה לָּ ִביִעי ִיהְׁ )לה ב( ַהשְׁ  

 

Six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you shall have sanctity, a day of complete 
rest to Hashem; whoever performs work [on this day] shall be put to death 
 

Many of the meforshim comment on the Torah’s use of the past form of ֶשה עָּ  as opposed to תֵּ

 which is the present form and would be translated as should be done? Perhaps here ַתֲעֶשה
too the Torah describes working to earn a livelihood in the past tense form instead of the 
active ַתֲעֶשה. Similar to the idea above with regard to the Mishkan we can suggest that the 
Torah is telling us to just go through the motions of working but ultimately Hashem is 
providing for us. The word  ֶש עָּ התֵּ  is similar to the word הּוַקם in that both are in the past tense 
teaching us to view the work we engage in all week as if it is done on its own just as with 
Moshe erecting the Mishkan in which he went through the motions but Hashem intervened 
and had the Mishkan erected on its own. We too need to recognize our work and toil as a 
simple token performance but not to think that we are actually capable of anything on our 
own.  
 

This poignant and beautiful parable of the Dubno Maggid highlights the importance of 
recognizing Hashem’s role in every area of our lives.  
 
A2 poor man was walking on his way with a satchel over his shoulder. The route was long 
and the load was heavy and the poor man trudged along, barely making any progress. 
Suddenly, a wealthy merchant passed by in a carriage hitched to powerful horses. When 
the wealthy man noticed the poor man trudging along the road, he ordered his driver to 
stop the carriage and invited the poor peddler to board the carriage so that they could 
travel together to their destination. The poor man, thrilled by the invitation, climbed into 
the carriage and took a seat. The carriage took off again at a fast clip. Some time later, the 
wealthy man noticed that the poor man was still carrying his satchel over his shoulder. 
“Why don't you put your bag down?”  the rich man asked. “Why are you still holding it like 
that?”  “Oh, it's enough that you're taking me. How can I impose upon you to take my heavy 
bundle as well?” “Fool!” the wealthy man chuckled. “It is the wagon that is carrying both 
you and your bundle!”  
 
It is perplexing to think that many of us go to sleep each night and don’t think twice about 
how we will awake the next morning, if we’ll make it home alive while traveling, will we 
choke while eating dinner?, yet we worry to no end about earning a livelihood and whether 
we’ll have enough money for retirement. We worry and worry, constantly devising new 
ideas and strategies on how we can earn more, looking for the highest return on 
investment, and planning our financial future to a point where we seek to mitigate any 

                                                
2 Diamonds from the Dubno Maggid, Rabbi Yisroel Yosef Bronstein (Israel Bookshop Publications) 



potential risk. Perhaps realizing that just as we subconsciously rely on Hashem to help us 
arrive at our destination, swallow our food safely, and miraculously wake up each morning; 
He will also provide for us monetarily so that we can support ourselves. After all, are we 
that immature in thought to think that by us carrying our sack of parnasah will lighten 
Hashem’s load? Hashem is already taking care of every minute detail of our lives and 
providing for us monetarily is one of those details. 
 
Good Shabbos 


