
 

Rashi explains that Yehoshua’s new name 

yoshi’acha, should save you, from the plans of the Meraglim.

The Zera 

serve as a protection for Yehoshua against the plans of the Meraglim?

The Zera Shimshon

reason that the Meraglim decided to return with a negative

Yisroel was because at that point in time

people. However,

would no longer keep their positions. Instead

appoint others in their stead. 

Jewish people out of 

derogatory report about the land and threw the Jewish people into a panic 

and they in turn 

In other words, the basis of the sin of the Meraglim was one of pride.
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conceited cannot have any connection with

name has the numerical value of fifteen

Therefore

which was rooted 

name which now became 

Moshe Rabbeinu intended that this should serve to save him from arrogance. 

Based on this, Rashi’s words are now very well understood 

name ה'י , should save you from the plan of the Meraglim, sin

with what this name signifies 

from the pride of the Meraglim.

As well, this explains a pu

Ben Uziel writes. He writes, 

his from Hoshea Bin Nun to Yehoshua”.

this statement.
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with, he merited this extra protection of the name 

saved from the plans of the Meraglim. Since they didn’t have the same level 

of Yehoshua’s humility they did not merit this added level of protection.
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Shelach 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  
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 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר
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Moshe called Hoshea Bin Nun, Yehoshua

Rashi explains that Yehoshua’s new name signified

yoshi’acha, should save you, from the plans of the Meraglim.

Zera Shimshon asks why is it the name of 

serve as a protection for Yehoshua against the plans of the Meraglim?

Zera Shimshon explains that according to the 

reason that the Meraglim decided to return with a negative

Yisroel was because at that point in time they were leaders of the Jewish 

However, they reasoned that once they enter 

no longer keep their positions. Instead, Moshe Rabbeinu w

appoint others in their stead. To keep their positions, they had to keep the 

Jewish people out of Eretz Yisroel. They did so by returning with a 

derogatory report about the land and threw the Jewish people into a panic 

in turn rebelled and said they did not want to enter 

In other words, the basis of the sin of the Meraglim was one of pride.

The Ari Zal writes (Shaar Ruach HaKodesh 7)

conceited cannot have any connection with Hashem’s

the numerical value of fifteen - the same as that of the word 

Therefore, in order to save Yehoshua from the sin of the Meraglim

which was rooted in arrogance, Moshe Rabbeinu added the letter 

name which now became יהושע. Since this name now begins with the letters 

Moshe Rabbeinu intended that this should serve to save him from arrogance. 

Based on this, Rashi’s words are now very well understood 

, should save you from the plan of the Meraglim, sin

with what this name signifies – humility – that Yehoshua would be saved 

from the pride of the Meraglim. 

As well, this explains a puzzling comment that the Targum Yonasan 

iel writes. He writes, “When Moshe saw Yehoshua’s humility, he 

his from Hoshea Bin Nun to Yehoshua”. The Meforshim comment a great deal on 

this statement. 

Zera Shimshon explains that since Yehoshua was humble to begin 

with, he merited this extra protection of the name ה

saved from the plans of the Meraglim. Since they didn’t have the same level 

of Yehoshua’s humility they did not merit this added level of protection.
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 ויקרא משה להושע ב� נו� יהושע

Moshe called Hoshea Bin Nun, Yehoshua (13:16). 

signified that Hashem ( ה'י ) 

yoshi’acha, should save you, from the plans of the Meraglim. 

name of ה'י  that was chosen to 

serve as a protection for Yehoshua against the plans of the Meraglim? 

explains that according to the Zohar (3:158a), the 

reason that the Meraglim decided to return with a negative report about Eretz 

they were leaders of the Jewish 

that once they enter Eretz Yisroel, they 

Moshe Rabbeinu would 

o keep their positions, they had to keep the 

Yisroel. They did so by returning with a 

derogatory report about the land and threw the Jewish people into a panic 

want to enter Eretz Yisroel. 

In other words, the basis of the sin of the Meraglim was one of pride. 

al writes (Shaar Ruach HaKodesh 7), that one who is 

Hashem’s name of ה'י  since this 

the same as that of the word גאוה. 

in order to save Yehoshua from the sin of the Meraglim, 

in arrogance, Moshe Rabbeinu added the letter י to הושע’s 

. Since this name now begins with the letters י'ה, 

Moshe Rabbeinu intended that this should serve to save him from arrogance.  

Based on this, Rashi’s words are now very well understood – ה'י , the 

, should save you from the plan of the Meraglim, since indeed it was 

that Yehoshua would be saved 

ling comment that the Targum Yonasan 

Yehoshua’s humility, he changed 

The Meforshim comment a great deal on 

explains that since Yehoshua was humble to begin 

ה'י  so that he should be 

saved from the plans of the Meraglim. Since they didn’t have the same level 

of Yehoshua’s humility they did not merit this added level of protection. 
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