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In Parshas Chayei Sorah, the Torah records (Bereishis 24:1) that Avrohom grew old, and Hashem 
blessed him בכל – with everything. What does it mean that Avrohom was blessed “with everything?” In his 
sefer Imrei Aish (Parshas Chayei Sorah), the Modzitzer Rebbe explains this expression based on the teaching of the 
Gemora (Yoma 74a) that when the Torah (Vayikra 7:23) forbids eating כל fat of an ox, sheep, or goat, it is prohibiting 
the consumption of even the smallest possible quantity of fat. In other words, the Gemora defines the word כל 
as referring to any amount of an object, no matter how miniscule. Similarly, when the Torah relates that Hashem 
blessed Avrohom בכל, it is telling us that Avrohom appreciated and thanked Hashem for even smallest quantity 
of blessing that he received. 
  

With this explanation, we now understand that the word כל has two meanings: any small quantity, or 
everything. Accordingly, we can explain that the blessing that Avrohom received had a dual nature: a desire 
and longing to completely and perfectly fulfill every mitzvah, while simultaneously appreciating and expressing 
gratitude for even the most minute quantity of a mitzvah, when he was unable to perform the mitzvah in its 
entirety. 

 
However, these two connotations of the word כל appear to contradict one another. How is it possible 

to yearn to perform every mitzvah on the highest level possible, while also rejoicing when only managing to do 
a partial mitzvah, which is a highly imperfect manner to serve Hashem? 
 

The answer to this question is a fundamental key to understanding our service of Hashem, and it can 
be best illustrated with a parable of Rav Akiva Eiger. A poverty-stricken Jew discovered a tremendous treasure 
of money and valuable jewels, but he didn’t have enough time or storage utensils to gather the entire fortune 
that he found. As a result, he only managed to collect a small fraction of the total wealth in the trove he 
discovered. Nevertheless, the amount that he succeeded in taking was enough to enrich him and all his offspring. 
How did he feel after this episode? On the one hand, he felt pained over the tremendous wealth that he was 
compelled to leave behind, but on the other hand, he was ecstatic and exceedingly grateful to Hashem for the 
amount that he was able to gather. 

 
Serving Hashem is compared to finding a tremendous treasure, as Dovid writes (Tehillim 119:162), “I 

rejoiced over Your words like somebody who found a great treasure.” Therefore, we must work with all our 
resources to gather the entire trove, by striving to serve Hashem and perform His mitzvos with complete 
perfection. If G-d forbid we are unable to fulfill even one detail of one mitzvah, it should cause us intense pain, 
just as the person who was unable to take the entire treasure with him experienced remorse and regret. At the 
same time, we must also rejoice over every portion of the valuables that we succeed in taking, as represented 
by every part of every mitzvah that we are able to do. Every word of Torah that we study, every word of prayer 
that we utter, every Amen that we answer, and every blessing that we recite should bring us endless joy, even 
if we only manage to do a small part of what we could have accomplished.  

 



We have no way of appreciating how much merit we acquire and how much nachas we bring to our 
Father in Heaven through even the smallest quantity of Divine service. Every component of every mitzvah that 
we do brings abundant spiritual and physical blessing to the world for ourselves, our children, and all of the 
Jewish people. Hashem wants us to constantly remember and repeat these two perspectives, that on the one 
hand we should remember the tremendous reward waiting for us and aim for perfection in serving Him, and on 
the other hand, even if we don’t manage to gather the entire treasure, we should rejoice and give thanks for 
whatever riches we manage to get and whatever mitzvos we succeed in performing. 

 
The sefer Sichos B’Avodas Hashem (pg. 212) records that a great Torah scholar related that in his youth, 

he went in to visit the Chazon Ish and found him complaining about yeshiva students who aren’t full of pride 
and joy for the small amount of Torah that they learned. The Chazon Ish said: “These students walk around 
depressed over the fact that they didn’t learn properly, and they think that this comes from their good inclination, 
but the reality is that it comes from the evil inclination. If they only say the words ‘Abaye says,’ they should 
immediately be filled with feelings of tremendous happiness.” 

 
This concept is also relevant to us in our battles to serve Hashem. Every Jew wishes that he would 

never get angry or upset, and always guard his eyes and his speech, but he’s unable to do so. Nevertheless, there 
is a part of each mitzvah that he is able to perform. Even though he doesn’t succeed completely, he still battled 
and tried. We have no way to fathom how much the smallest part of a mitzvah is worth, and how much we merit 
for our efforts. It is impossible for us to even begin to understand the value of a hairsbreadth of guarding our 
eyes and our mouths, or of not getting angry. Therefore, even though we must continue to strive to completely 
conquer our evil inclinations, and it should indeed pain us if we are defeated, at the same time we must also 
appreciate and rejoice over every infinitesimal amount of Divine service that we merit to do, as in Hashem’s 
eyes it is beloved and precious beyond our wildest imagination. The sefer Kedushas HaYehudi (pg. 215) quotes 
the Yid HaKadosh that even if a person stumbles and sins, in Heaven they weigh how many battles he fought 
with his evil inclination prior to transgressing. 

 
After the sin of Adam HaRishon, Hashem told the serpent (Bereishis 3:15): Man will pound your head, 

and you will bite his heel. The primary force of the serpent is in the heel, in the way that he derides and 
minimizes the value of every component of every mitzvah that we perform and attempts to transform it into a 
heel, which is the lowest part of the human body. In contrast, our strength comes from the head, which is the 
highest and loftiest part of the body, as we strive to elevate the value of every detail of our Divine service, 
which is the antidote to the serpent’s deadly poison. It is incumbent upon us to realize that if our Divine service, 
regardless of what spiritual level we find ourselves on, is not extremely precious in our eyes, the evil inclination 
has already defeated us in battle! 

 
May it be Hashem’s will that every one of us merit the fulfillment of “Hashem blessed Avrohom בכל,” 

as we strive to completely and perfectly serve Hashem without any compromises, and as we also rejoice and 
praise our Father in Heaven for giving us the merit to fulfill His mitzvos. If He is happy with our efforts, how 
can we not also rejoice!? 

 

  
 

“The heart of those who seek Hashem rejoices” – it is human nature that when a 
person loses an object, he is pained, and he only rejoices when he finds what he lost. 
However, those who seek out Hashem are always happy, even while they are still 

pursuing Him. 
 
 

Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshischa 
 

 

“MeAfar Kumi” is printed and distributed to Shuls every week. 
Sponsorships are greatly appreciated! To sponsor future editions please call (303) 437-9210. 

 
  

 TO RECEIVE THIS DVAR TORAH IN A WEEKLY E-MAIL PLEASE SEND A REQUEST TO   

MEAFARKUMI@GMAIL.COM 


