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Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

8:06    -            TWRN TQLDH 
8:24   -                                     HEYQw 
8:16   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:09    -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:24  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:25 -                                      HEYQw 
9:16  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
9:37  -                                     72 TAC 

Sunday 11:44:00 AM - IWYS DLWM 
Rosh Chodesh is Tuesday 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com and 
EzrasTorah.org  

Now You Know 
This week we read the Tochacha, 

HaShem’s admonishment that if we 
abandon the Torah or ignore His 
involvement in every aspect of our 
lives, we will suffer greatly. 

The fact that it is called tochacha, 

reproof, clarifies that HaShem doesn’t 
do this in order to ‘get back’ at us, 
but rather to get us back to Him. 

The punishments we get are measure 
for measure to our actions so we can 

figure out what we need to do to 
correct ourselves. 

HaShem is not trying to push us away 
at all because we are very precious to 

Him. It’s like a parent who must 
discipline a child for their own benefit, 
even if it hurts the parent to do so. 

There is another point which 
highlights this message as well. Just 

after the Tochacha, we read the 
portion of Erchin, values. 

If one promises to donate the value of 
a specific person to the Temple, the 
Torah gives a listing of values to be 

used. What this means is that even 
after all the rebelliousness, and all the 
punishments, HaShem still sees each 
of us a valuable and special. 

This underscores the love HaShem 

has for each of us. It is unending and 
unconditional. Yeah, that’s a pretty 

nice thought. ☺ 

Thought of the week: 

There can be no deep 
disappointment where there 
is not deep love. 

 (DK:WK ARQYW)  „.OKYTAUX LE EBw YNA OG OKTA YTYKHW YRQB OKME YNA FA YTKLHW‰ 
“Then I, too, will behave with casualness towards you, and I will strike you, even 
I, seven ways for your sins.” (Leviticus 26:24) 

The purpose of reading the warnings in the Torah isn’t to strike fear into our hearts, but 
rather to help us put the world into perspective. There exist in the universe causes and 
effects, and unlimited numbers of interconnected actions and reactions. Here, HaShem 
is telling us that He will respond in kind. 

The concept of ‘keri,’ casualness, is that people find it easier to believe that there may 
be a Creator, but “surely He has better things to do with His time than be involved in 
my life moment to moment.” This is untrue as time doesn’t apply to HaShem and He is 
limitless. We who have trouble multi-tasking find it hard to understand how He can be 
involved in everything all the time. 

When people think that things “just happen,” they are taking G-d out of the picture. 
They forget that He is always with us, and that everything that happens comes from 
Him. They tend to believe in their own power, wisdom, or prowess. They disconnect. 

Therefore, HaShem sends us punishments that identify our failings. The things that 
happen to us are supposed to be like guardrails that direct us to stay on the right path. 
But sometimes we are oblivious. In this case, the person is choosing to be so and 
when that happens, the mida k’neged mida aspect goes away. 

Then, as the Ohr HaChaim explains, seven types of suffering will descend on people 
but they will not be able to tie them back to a specific sin. There will be bloodshed and 
hunger and sickness that are of a general nature because we lost the right to the 
measure for measure messages when we assumed that HaShem was not involved. 

However, HaShem’s love for us is so boundless that even when we no longer deserve 
the special messages of measure for measure, He subtly conveys this message 
anyway. 

When we act as if things just “happen,” HaShem will send bad things to just “happen.” 
There will be no rhyme or reason for the suffering, and that itself will cause us to stop 
and think. Many times we ask ourselves, “What did I do to deserve such pain?” 

Deep in our hearts we understand that people’s actions have consequences and 
believe that there should be some sort of universal ‘justice.’ This is innate because it is 
true, and it clues us in to what’s really going on. 

When we see things happening for no apparent reason, the reason really is because 
we’ve behaved like there is no universal justice in the world; like HaShem isn’t paying 
attention. By responding to us with ‘random’ suffering, HaShem is lovingly highlighting 
our mistake so we can start working on repairing it. 

“Lenny” was having it rough.  His business was giving him a lot of aggravation lately. 
Problems popped up and it seemed like he would be swallowed up by the sheer 
overwhelming nature of how things were going.  But Lenny is a thinker.   

He’s honest with himself and he knows from where his successes and failures 
emanate. As he contemplated all that was going on, he looked heavenward and said:  

“HaShem – I’m sorry I made You do this to me.” 
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This issue sponsored N‰EL 

H‰E ISYN ÂARsY IB LBYYP AGRw ÂR 

(Uncle) Phil Itzkowitz z”l 
RYYA W‰K UYYCRAY    

He was a warm, caring man who made 

corny jokes, great fried chicken, and 

made people feel like a million dollars. 
 

Time is of the 

essence! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


