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Rabbi Reisman - Hoshana Rabbah - Shemini Atzeres - Simchas Torah 5778 
  

1 - Topic - A lesson for Parshas Zos Hab’racha 

  
I will share a thought for Zos Hab’racha and Parshas Beraishis. Let’s start with ( ה ַרְך ֹמשֶׁ ר בֵּ  ְוזֹאת ַהְבָרָכה, ֲאשֶׁ

 The Ohr Hachaim .(ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים) that is found in Devarim 33:1. Moshe Rabbeinu here is called (ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים

Hakadosh says an incredible and Yesodisdika Pshat in why it says (ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים) and why it refers to 

Moshe Rabbeinu as (ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים). To do so, he prefaces it by explaining a Gemara in Yoma 22b (18 lines 

from the bottom). The Gemara says (שאול באחת ועלתה לו דוד בשתים ולא עלתה לו). Shaul did one Aveira and 

it caused him to lose the Malchus, Dovid did two Aveiros and it did not cause him to lose the Malchus. 

There are many Peshatim as to the reason for this. 

  

The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh says the following. The Yesod is that each person is judged according to his 

nature. Different people have B’teva different natures and Mimeila each person is not expected to do the 

same thing and accomplish the same thing. Each person by his nature. 

  

Shaul had a calm nature. For him to do an Aveira (עלתה לו) it caused him to lose the Malchus. Dovid 

however, was born Dovid Admoni, Dovid was born with an excitable nature, quick to act, quick to do 

things, and therefore, (דוד בשתים ולא עלתה לו). Dovid’s two Aveiros were less serious than Shaul’s one. 

Not because the Aveira was less serious but because his personality was such. His nature was such that it 

was much more difficult for him to avoid Aveiros. 

  

The Yesod being that each person is judged according to his nature. This Yesod is a Yesod which the 

Michtam Eliyahu calls the Nikudas Habechira. He says each person has a different point where he is 

being tested depending on the person’s nature he has a different personality, a different point where his 

Nisayon is. What is a Nisayon for one person may not be a Nisayon for another person. 

  

A third place for this idea is found is in the Meshech Chochmo that is the Ohr Sameach in Hilchos 

Talmud Torah in the first piece. He says why doesn’t the Torah give a Lav on certain Middos for example 

getting angry. So for that, the Ohr Sameach says not everyone’s nature is the same. What for one person 

is an Aveira, as you see someone with a calm nature should never get angry, is for someone else a 

challenge. A very difficult nature. So therefore, it is not the same for everybody and the Torah doesn’t 

give a Lav. That is why there is no Lav on Bitul Torah because it is not possible for most people to never 

waste a minute. How much time can you learn every day, how much more should you be learning? 

Everybody is different. 

  

It says that L’asid Lavo Reshaim will see that their Yeitzer Hora is a thread and they are going to cry. 

They will say they thought that their Yeitzer Hora is a mountain. Had they known that the Yeitzer Hora 

was as thin as a thread they could have conquered it. What is Pshat? People who learn only an hour or two 

a day think that they waste so much more time because they are just not capable. It is not Shayich for 

them to learn 24 hours a day. However, had they known that according to their nature the Borei Olam 
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would have expected them to learn another 10 minutes a day, or another 5 minutes a day and that is their 

Aveira of Bitul Torah they would have done it. Each person has a different nature. 

  

Getting back to (ה ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים  You might think that Moshe Rabbeinu was a great man because he was .(ֹמשֶׁ

born with that nature so the Ohr Hachaim says no. (ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים) he was great because he had fear of the 

Ribbono Shel Olam. He made himself into a great person. He was not born with the nature to 

automatically be a great person. 

  

The Tiferes Yisrael at the end of Maseches Kiddushin brings a Medrash and the source for the Medrash is 

very unclear but the Mussar of it is definitely true. It is a Medrash about a king during the time that the 

Yidden were in the Midbar who had heard of Moshe Rabbeinu and said that I want to know what he looks 

like. It was too much for him to travel and he took one of his trusted advisors and said I want you to go to 

the Midbar and take along a painter and I want him to paint a picture of Moshe Rabbeinu which was 

done. Then he took the painting and showed it to one of his Chachamim who had studied Chochmas 

Hapartzuf, who could look at a person and tell about him and he showed it to him. He didn’t tell him who 

the person in the painting was he simply showed him the picture. He said this man is a murderer, this man 

is a No’eif, this man is a terrible person. The king got upset and said what are you talking about that is 

Moshe Rabbeinu. You’re a crook, you’re a fraud. You don’t know Chochmas Hapartzuf you are making 

it up. 

  

The message got back to Moshe Rabbeinu and he answered no. Chochmas Hapartzuf, the wisdom of 

seeing a person and knowing what is going on is the person’s nature. Moshe Rabbeinu said my nature is 

indeed to be a person who would do those Aveiros. However, I have worked on myself, and it was a lot of 

Avoda. I was 80 years old when I got Nevua. That Avoda is what made me who I am. 

  

Zagt the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh that is (ִאיש ָהֱאֹלרים). Moshe Rabbeinu is a person who made himself into 

a great person. It is not what you are given it is what you make of it. That is the lesson for Parshas Zos 

Hab’racha.     

  

2 - Topic - A Story for Parshas Beraishis 

  
Let’s move on to a story for Parshas Beraishis. Maiseh Shehaya Kach Haya. The Maiseh is brought in 

Sefer V’harev Na the second volume and it is brought from a Teshuva Sefer of Rav Chaim Palagi. 

  

A man borrowed a Gemara from his neighbor. The Gemara was a very thick Gemara as he had the whole 

Seder Nezikin, all of the Masechtos in one binding. When he returned it to the person he had cut it into 

two and rebound it so now it was two Gemaras. He felt that he had made it better. The lender said I didn’t 

lend it to you in two volumes, I gave it to you in one volume. Either fix it or pay me for it. The other man 

said I made it better as it is so hard to Schlep around such a heavy Gemara. I made it into two. The lender 

said you had no right to do it. I like one Gemara as I can look up other Gemaras easily for cross reference 

purposes. The Shaila came to Rav Chaim Palagi. 

  

He said look at Parshas Beraishis. It says in 2:21 (ָמה ַעל-ָהָאָדם, ַוִייָשן ל ְירָור ֱאֹלרים ַתְרדֵּ  that Adam was put (ַוַיפֵּ

to sleep and while he was sleeping HKB”H took a piece of Adam and created Chava. The Gemara says in 

Sanhedrin 39a (3 lines from the top) that the Caesar called Rabban Gamliel and said your G-d is a thief. 

While Adam is sleeping he steals a piece of his body to create Chava. The Gemara says that the daughter 

of the Caesar said let me answer. (אמרה ליה ברתיה שבקיה דאנא מהדרנא ליה). 

  

She said thieves came last night and stole our silver Becher and replaced it with a gold one. The king 

replied Halevai, this thief should come every night. Said the daughter of the Caesar that is what G-d did. 

G-d took away a little piece of Adam and created Chava. It was an improvement and that is not Genaiva. 
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Based on this Gemara in Sanhedrin 39, Rav Chaim Palagi says someone who takes someone else’s thing 

and does something to it that all people would agree is an improvement, he shouldn’t do it without 

permission but once he did it he can’t be made to pay. He is not a thief and whatever he did he was 

permitted to do. At least he is not a Mazik, he is not a Ganav and what is done is done. So a thought for 

Zos Hab’racha and a thought for Parshas Beraishis. 

  

3 - Topic - An Incident with Rav Pam        
  

Let me tell you an incident that Rav Pam told me happened to him. Rav Pam said that it was Shemini 

Atzeres and he made Kiddush and accidently started to say the Beracha of Leisheiv BaSukkah and as you 

know even though the Gemara says we in Chutz L’aretz we sit in the Sukkah on Shemini Atzeres, we 

don’t make a Beracha of Leisheiv BaSukkah. 

  

Rav Pam started the Beracha Baruch Ata Hashem and was unsure how to continue. At the spur of the 

moment he just finished Lamdaini Chukecha which is a Posuk. After Yom Tov he mentioned this to me 

and said I thought that maybe what I did was wrong. You are not allowed to learn between Kiddush and 

drinking the wine. Baruch Ata Hashem Lamdaini Chukecha may be a Posuk (Tehillim 119:12) but you 

are not allowed to learn at that point. 

  

I said one minute. It says in Mishna Berura that if you are Davening Shemoneh Esrei and you forget 

Yaaleh V’yavo and you say Baruch Ata Hashem at the Chasimas Hab’racha and then you realize that you 

forgot Yaaleh V’yavo that you should end off (יָך ִני ֻחקֶׁ  You are not supposed to learn in middle of .(ַלְמדֵּ

Shemoneh Esrei either. To which Rav Pam said as far as I remember there it is different because it is a 

Shvach, it is a praise and in Shmoneh Esrei you can add any Shvach you want but you are not allowed to 

add praise after Kiddush before drinking. 

  

Rav Pam said that the Eitza that he should have done is to finish the Beracha Leisheiv BaSukkah. The 

Gemara says that we sit in the Sukkah but because of Safeik in the Beracha we don’t say a Beracha. 

However, once I said Boruch Ata Hashem I should have already finished Leisheiv BaSukkah and that 

would not have a Din of a Hefsek. Interesting. That was Rav Pam’s Eitza. 

  

Someone else in Yeshiva mentioned a different Eitza. He could have said after Boruch Ata Hashem 

Elokeinu Melech Ha’olam Borei Pri Hagafen. The whole concern was that there was a Hefsek between 

the Beracha and the drinking, well if there was a Hefsek then you have to make a new Borei Pri Hagafen 

so maybe end with Borei Pri Hagafen. It was already after the story so I don’t know what Rav Pam would 

hold if it came up again in the future but it is a nice Shaila for the Shemini Atzeres table. 

  

I do want to mention to you once again, the first Laining of Sukkos we Lained about Pesach, then 

Shavuos, then Rosh Hashana, then Yom Kippur, then Sukkos. That is the order. This is because Sukkos 

has two faces to it. It is the end of the Sholosh Regalim in the calendar year and it is the end of the 

Yomim Noraim, There are two faces to Sukkos. That is maybe why Sukkos has two Mitzvos. Most 

Yomim Tovim have one. It has the Sukka which has to do with eating and has a Hekeish to Pesach with 

Tes Vav - Tes Vav. It has to do with the Chag. There is also the Mitzvah of Arba Minim which is like the 

Yomim Noraim. We say about the Arba Minim that they are to protect us from bad weather in the coming 

year. There are two aspects. 

  

Hoshana Rabbah is the end of Yomim Noraim. Make the Hoshana Rabbah about to come upon us 

meaningful. Stay in the Beis Medrash late tonight. People have a Minhag to stay up all night Hoshana 

Rabbah. In Europe that was the Minhag. In most neighborhoods there are some young men who stay up if 

not the whole night most of the night. Daven Vasikin tomorrow for a good year. Shemoneh Esrei is after 
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7. A Vasikin Minyan probably starts 6:30. Hoshana Rabbah a day of such awesome Kedusha and 

meaning. Do something extra, something special. It is the Sof Yomim Noraim. It is the end of the Yomim 

Noraim. It is a day to get a good final Kvittel from the Ribbono Shel Olam. 

  

Wishing everybody a meaningful Yom Tov, a meaningful Hoshana Rabbah and Simchas Torah. Dance 

with the Torah and with a joy and a new dedication to Limud Hatorah. A Gut Yom Tov, a Gut Shabbos, a 

Gut Kvittel to one and all!                          

  
  

 Rabbi Reisman - Shabbos Chol Hamoed Sukkos 5776 

 

1. The theme of Hashana Rabbah, Simchas Torah, and Shemini Atzeres is a theme of Malchus 

Hashem. Just as we start Tishrei with Malchus Hashem, so too, as we start every Hakafa we say 

ל) ד) and (ְשַמע ִישָראֵּ ְך. ד' ָמָלְך. ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ לֶׁ   .(ד' מֶׁ

 

I would like to share with you an insight into Shacharis which we Daven every day and we say 

something fascinating. We say that (ד ִשיָרה ) We say .(ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה) is a new song, a (ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

ְמרּו ד) and then (ֲחָדָשה ִשְבחּו ְגאּוִלים ְלִשְמָך ַעל שַפת ַהָים. ַיַחד ֻכָלם הודּו ְוִהְמִליכּו ְוְאָ  So we .(ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

refer to the (ד  .a new song (ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה) as the (ָאז ָיִשיר) which is the last part of the (ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

Don't think that the whole Shira is a new song because a few minutes earlier we said ( י ה ּוְבנֵּ משֶׁ

ל ְלָך ָענּו ִשיָרה ְבשְמָחה ַרָבה. ְוָאְמרּו ֻכָלם ִלים ד) and then (ִישָראֵּ  .a plain Shir (ִמי ָכמָכה) We call .('ִמי ָכמָכה ָבאֵּ

A Shira is not plain, it is very Chashuv, but it is not a (ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה). Then we say ( ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה ִשְבחּו

ד) with (ְגאּוִלים ְלִשְמָך ַעל שַפת ַהָים  Why is that a Shira Chadasha as opposed to an .(ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

ordinary Shir? 

 

The answer is an important one and it has to do with the theme of these days. You see ( ד' ִיְמלְך

ד ד) is always a Shira Chadasha. Whenever you say (ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ  you are being (ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

Mekabeil Malchus Hashem going forward. It talks about the Asidus of Malchus Hashem. It is 

always a Shira Chadasha. Therefore, (ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה ִשְבחּו ְגאּוִלים), after everything that happened in 

Mitzrayim and the whole (ָאז ָיִשיר), the last sentence of (ָאז ָיִשיר) is (ד  it is a new ,(ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

song. It is a song pledging in the future to recognize Malchus Hashem. That is why it is the 

theme. As we finish the Yomim Noraim and we head into the winter (ָחד ינּו ד' אֶׁ ל ד' ֱאלהֵּ  .(ְשַמע ִישָראֵּ

We say it at every Hakafah (ד   .(ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

 

2. I would like to share with you a second thought regarding Simchas Torah. As you well know, 

one of the most famous Kashas regarding Simchas Torah is why is the Simchas Torah Yom Tov 

not on Shavuos. If Shavuos is the Yom Tov of Kabbalas Hatorah shouldn't Simchas Torah the 

joy of the Torah be on Shavuos. Why is it on the other end of the year?  

 

I once saw from Rav Moshe who says Farkert. There is no time of the year that is especially 

dedicated to Torah. Torah is all year round and therefore, Shavuos is on one side of the year and 

Simchas Torah is on the other side of the year to show that there is no special time for Torah, 

there is no special Makom for Torah as Har Sinai is not known to us. That is a beautiful Teretz.  

 

I would like to share with you another Teretz. Recently, my wife and I had the Zechus, a rare 

occasion, of successfully Redding a Shidduch. Naturally, after the Shidduch was completed we 

received Shadchanus which was very nice, very generous, and we were very happy. A few 
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months later right before the Chasuna we received Shadchanus again. Why did we receive 

Shadchanus again? The parents of the Kallah said when they got engaged we were very happy 

but now that we know the Chosson for three months we are even happier, we are much more 

joyful. We have a different measure by which to say thank you. 

 

The same thing is true about Simchas Torah. On Shavuos we got the Torah, we received the 

Torah and we are thankful for the Torah, we know that it comes from the Ribbono Shel Olam. 

But months later we say to the Ribbono Shel Olam, now that we have been able to learn the 

Torah and live the Torah, we have a second opportunity to say thank you. 

 

In life in general we have to remember to do that. A baby is born we thank the Ribbono Shel 

Olam. IY"H when you are Zoche years later to have Nachas from the child, you have to thank 

the Ribbono Shel Olam once again for the gift of the child. Many of the gifts that HKB"H gives 

us are that way. And so, that will be an explanation of why Simchas Torah is after Shavuos.  

 

Based on this, perhaps we can have another insight on (ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה ִשְבחּו ְגאּוִלים ְלִשְמָך ַעל שַפת ַהָים). 

When Klal Yisrael was in Mitzrayim they also thanked the Ribbono Shel Olam. There was a 

constant thanking of the Ribbono Shel Olam. But after Kriyas Yam Suf when Klal Yisrael saw 

Kavayochel the Ribbono Shel Olam the (ד  that which they had already (ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

acknowledged in Mitzrayim was a (ִשיָרה ֲחָדָשה) of (ד ד' ) It was a new song of .(ד' ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

ד  The same word. As life goes on and we have the maturity to see how Hashem .(ִיְמלְך ְלעוָלם ָועֶׁ

orchestrates everything, you need then to see, to recognize, to acknowledge the Chesed of 

HKB"H.  

 

Today is Thursday, it may not feel like Thursday because it is so close to the Yom Tov which 

just passed but it is Thursday again. Tonight at the Mishmar at the Sukkah of the Agudah of 

Madison we will be celebrating the Siyum of the first Perek. Even if you have not previously 

attended and certainly if you have, please join us for our Gala Siyum Mishmar with Simchas 

Bais Hashoeva which will have some of the food which is typical of a Simchas Bais Hashoeva, 

the extra food for Yom Tov. Instead of the music we will have the music of the Kol Torah of 

people sitting and learning. A beautiful Simchas Bais Hashoeva.  

 

Wishing one and all a meaningful Yom Tov, a wonderful Shabbos, a Simchas Torah that is true 

joy and IY"H like they say a preparation for a good winter of serving Hashem. A Gutten Moed to 

one and all.  

 

 

Rabbi Reisman - Hoshana Rabbah/Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah 5775 
 

As we prepare for an incredible four days of Hoshana Rabbah followed by Shemini Atzeres and 

then Simchas Torah and then Shabbos Parshas Beraishis/Shabbos Mevarchim, a Shabbos on 

which we Daven to HKB"H for a wonderful month coming up. These are four very special days, 

days consecutively that are opportunities to serve Hashem in a special way.  

 

I would like to share with you a thought which is appropriate for today and the days to come. 

Over Sukkos people have asked me a number of questions regarding Sukkos. For example, the 
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question has been asked why it is that in Bentching (Birchas Hamazon) we add two 

Horachaman's on Sukkos. Horachaman Hu Yanchileinu Yom Shekulo Tov (which is a normal 

Horachaman for a Yom Tov) and (ת לֶׁ ת ֻסַכת ָדִוד ַהּנֹופֶׁ  which is an additional (ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ָיִקים ָלנּו אֶׁ

Horachaman which is unique for Sukkos. Where do we find such a thing that we actually add 

two Horachaman's if by every Yom Tov we only add one? 

 

An additional question is why is Sukkos different in that it has Ushpizin, Pesach also has seven 

days why not have the seven Ushpizin on Pesach as well?  

 

I would like to share with you a Yesod that answers both these questions and gives us an insight 

into the very special days that are to come. Sukkos is a holiday that has two faces, two significant 

and very deep aspects to it. On the one hand it is the end of the Sholosh Regalim. Pesach, 

Shevuos, and Sukkos are mentioned in the Torah as Yomim Tovim that go in that order as the 

Posuk says in Devarim 16:16 (--ר ִיְבָחר י ְירָור ֱאֹלריָך, ַבָמקֹום ֲאשֶׁ ת-ְפנֵּ ה ָכל-ְזכּוְרָך אֶׁ ָשלֹוש ְפָעִמים ַבָשָנה יֵָּראֶׁ

 These are three Yomim Tovim and Sukkos is the final Yom .(ְבַחג ַהַמּצֹות ּוְבַחג ַהָשֻבעֹות, ּוְבַחג ַהֻסכֹות

Tov of the three Yomim Tovim of the Sholosh Regalim. This is something which everybody is 

fully aware of.  

 

There is a second aspect to Sukkos. It is the end, the culmination of the Yomim Noraim. Rosh 

Hashono, Yom Kippur, and now Sukkos. It is the culmination of a very special period which 

began with Rosh Chodesh Elul went through the month of Elul through Yom Kippur and now 

comes to an ending with the days about to come upon us. Therefore, Sukkos has two faces, the 

face of a Yom Tov and the face of an ending to the Yomim Noraim which are the special days of 

awe, the days on which we prepare for the coming year.  

 

There are two Mitzvos on Sukkos, two sets of Mitzvos. Pesach has one set of Mitzvos, the 

Korban Pesach, Matza, and Maror which are eaten on the first night. Sukkos has two sets of 

Mitzvos, it has the Arba Minim (Lulav, Esrog, Aravos, and Hadasim) which we take on the first 

day Min Hatorah and the rest of the days in the Bais Hamikdash Min Hatorah and everywhere 

else Midirabanan. It also has the Mitzva of Sukkah, of eating in the Sukkah. These two Mitzvos 

parallel these two aspects of this Yom Tov. Eating in the Sukkah is a Hekeish of Tes Vav/Tes 

Vav L'chag HaMatzos it is something similar to Pesach to a Yom Tovdika Mitzva. The Lulav on 

the other hand, is a Mitzva related to the Yomim Noraim. The shaking of the Lulav is something 

which is an attack so to speak on the Satan. In the Pachad Yitzchok he makes this point in 

Mamarei Yom Hakkipurim Maimar 8 where he brings a Medrash that says that there is a Mashal 

to two people who went to a Din Torah in front of the king and no one knows who came out 

innocent. Anybody who walks out with weapons in his hands, well we know that the king is 

trusting him with a rifle and a gun then he is the one who is found to be faithful to the king. The 

same thing when we walk with our Lulavim and Esrogim after Yom Hakkipurim. So that there 

are two aspects, the Sholosh Regalim aspect which is the Sukkah and the Yimai Hadin aspect 

which is the Arba Minim.  

 

Devarim 16:14 (ְושָ ַמְחָת, ְבַחגֶָׁך) and Devarim 16:15 ( ַח  In the song it is one Posuk but it .(ְוָהִייָת, ַאְך ָשמֵּ

is not one Posuk it is two separate Pesukim. (ְוָשַמְחָת, ְבַחגֶָׁך) is a Mitzva which is stated regarding 

Sukkos which we learn to all the other Yomim Tovim. Every Yom Tov has a Mitzvah of Simcha 

of rejoicing. Ain Simcha Ela B'basar V'yayin, we have a Mitzvah to eat meat and wine. ( ְוָהִייָת, ַאְך
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חַ   which is a separate Posuk is L'rabos Yom Tov Acharon Shel Chag. It comes to add that the (ָשמֵּ

final day of the holiday which we are presently observing should also be a day of Simcha. The 

Rambam explains that ( ַח  is not a Simcha of Basar V'yayin it is a Simcha of Shiros (ְוָהִייָת, ַאְך ָשמֵּ

V'sishbachos, the Simcha of Simchas Bais Hashoeva rejoicing in the Bais Hamikdash. You see, 

these two Simchos also reflect two aspects of the Yom Tov which we are presently involved. 

One is the Sholosh Regalim (ְוָשַמְחָת, ְבַחגֶָׁך), we rejoice. That Simcha is meat and wine. Can you 

imagine the Gedolei Yisroel Rav Moshe or the Steipler enjoying the Yom Tov because they have 

good meat and good wine? It is a type of Simcha which is for the Hamon Am. The more an Am 

Ha'oretz the more important the meat and wine maybe to you on this holiday. It is a Mitzvah but 

it is a Mitzvah which is for the Hamon Am. It is Sholosh Regalim.  

 

Then there is a Mitzvah of the Yemai Hadin. That Simcha ( ַח  .it is a limited Simcha ,(ְוָהִייָת, ַאְך ָשמֵּ

It is a Simcha which is appreciated by people who are really faithful to HKB"H. The Simcha is 

as the Rambam writes in Hilchos Lulav Perek 8 (Ed. Note I believe referring to Halacha 14 

מצוה להרבות בשמחה זו. ולא היו עושין אותה עמי הארץ וכל מי שירצה. אלא גדולי חכמי ישראל וראשי הישיבות )

והסנהדרין והחסידים והזקנים ואנשי מעשה הם שהיו מרקדין ומספקין ומנגנין ומשמחין במקדש בימי חג הסוכות. אבל 

 it is a Simcha of singing and dancing in the Bais ((כל העם האנשים והנשים כולן באין לראות ולשמוע

Hamikdash and singing songs of praise to HKB"H. of feeling close Kavayochol to Hashem. The 

Rambam says that the Chachamim V'talmidaihem, those who studied Torah would be the center 

and focal point of this Simcha and the others would watch. It is a different Simcha it is a Simcha 

at the end of the Yimai Hadin for those who lead us through those Yimai Hadin, the Lomdai 

Torah are the main point of the Simcha of these days.  

 

And so, on this Yom Tov we say Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov because it is a 

Yom Tov like all Yomim Tovim. (לֶׁת ת ֻסַכת ָדִוד ַהּנֹופֶׁ  and we say HKB"H let the (ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ָיִקים ָלנּו אֶׁ

Gmar Din be as wonderful as it could be for Klal Yisrael. Let it be a Gmar Din of Kappara. Let it 

be a Gmar Din which brings the days of Moshiach.  

 

Tonight is Hoshana Rabbah, the end of Sukkos. Most of the Yomim Tovim have the Ikkur joy, 

the main Simcha in the beginning that is human nature. When a Yom Tov begins or Pesach 

begins is the Ikkur Simcha. As the days go on the Simcha is something we get used to and the 

joy is not the same. On this Yom Tov ( ַח  the joy is as incredible as it could be. When (ְוָהִייָת, ַאְך ָשמֵּ

we talk about standing in front of HKB"H B'din and feeling that we are Zaka'in B'din. That we 

serve HKB"H properly for this long period to achieve a proper Din in heaven when this happens 

the Simcha is a complete Simcha. It ends with a Hoshana Rabbah. Hoshana Rabbah to many is 

just another day of Chol Hamoed, people see only a Tircha of a long Davening tomorrow. To 

Chachamim V'talmidaihem, Hoshana Rabbah is special, it is a culmination of that for which we 

work for a month and another 22 days. For a great portion, 15% of the year is preparing for the 

Yimai Hadin and that comes to a head tomorrow. Hoshana Rabbah should be a day in which we 

look to feel meaning with HKB"H. It should be a day when we Daven properly and not in a 

rushed Minyan but in a Minyan that says the words the way it should be. This year Neitz 

Hachama is relatively late (in Brooklyn it is 7:07). Vasikin Minyanim will start at 6:30 or so. 

Most of us should be able to make it. We should appreciate it for what it is. A true Yom Hadin. 

A day of culmination of serving HKB"H with the awe of the Aseres Yemai Teshuvah and with 

the joy of the 10 or 11 days since then.  
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Hoshana Rabbah. In Eretz Yisrael, Hoshana Rabbah night is a very special night. It is a night that 

many learning and stay up all night to learn and go to the Kosel on Hoshana Rabbah morning for 

a meaningful Davening. Here in Chutz L'aretz, sadly that meaning is lost, that significance is 

lost. Very few people actually put extra effort into Hoshana Rabbah. It is hard to understand. The 

culmination of a long period of prepartion. The weather should be nice tonight, it should be a 

nice evening to be in the Sukkah with Seforim sitting and learning appreciating the days about to 

come upon us. Learning Parshas V'zos Hab'racha which is a beautiful Parsha. A Parsha which we 

rarely take time to understand. For those who are learning Maseches Yevamos it should be a day 

to catch up and understand the very difficult Blatt from among the whole Shas. It is a day to take 

Seforim and look at the joy of these days that are coming upon us. A day to get a Chavrusa, an 

evening to sit and learn. It should be a night where people are in the Bais Medrash at least until 

midnight spending time and effort in serving HKB"H. It is lost on us because Hoshana Rabbah is 

a Chol Hamoed day. It is a day for Chachamim V'talmidaihem. It is a day for those who want to 

make it a special day.  

 

And so, as we come to the end of a twofold Yom Tov, a Yom Tov of great joy and a Yom Tov of 

feeling a closeness to HKB"H from the Yomim Noraim and preparing for a long winter Zman 

that is about to come upon us, let's try to see if we can give it feeling and we can give it meaning. 

The Ushpizin who come to give us an inspiration for the days to come. It is for Sukkos. It is for 

the end Gmar of the Yom Hadin the day which we serve HKB"H with great joy.  

 

When two friends have a spat, have an argument, and they make up that is very nice. But if you 

want to see how meaningful their new relationship is look at the week afterwards. Rosh Hashono 

and Yom Kippur come and the two sides Kavayochel, Klal Yisrael come to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam begging forgiveness and coming close again. How close are you to HKB"H? It is these 

days which follow which bear testimony to where you are to where I am to how close we are to 

HKB"H. It is what we make of it. Let's make something of it.  

 

In the Shulchan Aruch it says that on Hoshana Rabbah we are Marbe with the Piutim, we Daven 

in Shacharis a similar Shacharis to Shabbos, however, the Rama says that we don't say Nishmas 

Kol Chai. The GRA on that Rama who says that we don't say Nishmas mysteriously points us to 

a Rashbam in Pesachim 102. That Rashbam seems to be totally unrelated. The Rashbam says 

that when Yom Tov is on Sunday and we say Havdala on Motzoei Shabbos, we say what is 

called a Yaknahaz Havdala. A Havdala that includes Borei M'orei Ho'aish but not Borei Minai 

Bisamim. Why? The Rashbam says that on Yom Tov there is a Neshama Yesaira and that is the 

Shitta of the Rashbam that there is a Neshama Yesaira on Yom Tov just as on Shabbos. 

Therefore, in the Havdala going from Shabbos into Yom Tov we do not say Borei Minai 

Bisamim which is related to the loss of the Neshama Yesaira. The mystery is what does this 

Rashbam have to do with not saying Nishmas on Hoshana Rabbah? The answer actually lies in 

the Sharei Teshuva right there.  

 

We say Nishmas on Shabbos and Yom Tov because it is something which relates to the Neshama 

Yesaira. We have a Neshama Yesaira on Shabbos and Yom Tov and that Neshama Yesaira is 

something which we try to use to serve HKB"H better to sing praises to Hashem. On Hoshana 

Rabbah there is no Nishmas, there is no Neshama Yesaira because it is a Chol Hamoed day. Why 

so? Because Hoshana Rabbah is a day where there is no mandate there is no requirement to treat 
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Hoshana Rabbah as an extraordinary day. It is Chol Hamoed and we can treat it as a regular Chol 

Hamoed. We can go to amusement park rides or these other very intellectual pursuits of Chol 

Hamoed. You are not violating anything. It is a day in which we take our ordinary weekday 

traits, our weekday pursuits and we say HKB"H it is for you.  

 

It is a Minhag to have a Yom Tov style Seuda. You don't have to but we take our weekday 

Achila and we say HKB"H we want to be close to you. And so, as we prepare for these 

extraordinary days, Hoshana Rabbah, Shemini Atzeres, Simchas Torah and the Shabbos which is 

to follow, let's be prepared for it and let's have it be meaningful.  

 

May HKB"H grant us in the days to come a Piska Tavah, a closeness to him. A closeness in 

which our relationship is such that it brings for us and for all of Klal Yisrael an absolutely 

wonderful year. A Piska Tava to all of you who are kind enough to join me on this phone Shiur. 

A Good Yom Tov, a Good Shabbos, a Gutten Chodesh. May all of the days that come towards us 

in 5775 be days in which we realize our dreams, our aspirations in serving HKB"H. May those 

who need to be healed have Refuos, those who need Parnasa may find their Parnasa, and those 

who need a closeness to HKB"H and who doesn't? Let us hope that we can find that path. That 

path begins this evening with Hoshana Rabbah! A Gutten to one and all! 

 

 

Rabbi Reisman - Shemini Atzeres 5774 
 

As we prepare for Hoshana Rabbah, Shemini Atzeres, Simchas Torah, and Shabbos Kodesh 

Parshas Beraishis. A lot of preparation coming. I would like to talk about Hoshana Rabbah. 

Hoshana Rabbah is one of the elusive days of the year in the sense that we know Hoshana 

Rabbah is of extraordinary importance and yet there is a certain lack of clarity as to the 

uniqueness of Hoshana Rabbah. After all, Halacha says that Hoshana Rabbah is a regular day of 

Chol Hamoed. Some Jews treat it that way. We understand from the words of the Poskim that the 

potential for greatness on Hoshana Rabbah is extraordinary. Even a potential to change a 

Chasimas Hadin from Yom Hakkipurim. Therefore, there is a need for some sort of explanation 

as to the fact that Halacha (Gemara) does not reflect the extraordinary uniqueness of Hoshana 

Rabbah.  

 

In order to appreciate this I would like to share with you a letter from Rav Wolbe. The Igros 

Ukesavim of Rav Wolbe are collected in a Sefer entitled Igros Ukesavim. It is an extraordinary 

Sefer because the letters that they have chosen to print are really letters that are full of wisdom 

and Chochmo. There in letter Zayin there is a letter to a young man who is turning 20. The 

young man asked Rav Wolbe among other things as to whether it is a correct custom for 

someone who turns 20 to stay up and learn all night the night of his 20th birthday. After all, the 

age of 20 is a very significant age and in Shamayim it is a time that someone achieves a level of 

Din in heaven. Therefore, he asked him what about this custom of staying up all night, the night 

of your 20th birthday.  

 

Rav Wolbe's answer is an important answer for many aspects of a person's life and in his 

connection to the Ribbono Shel Olam. He says it is not possible to answer your question. Why 

not? Things like this somebody who has a feeling for it can do it, somebody who doesn't cannot. 
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It is not something which can be mandated. It is something which has to come from Hergish. 

When a person does something like this because other people have suggested he do it, that 

doesn't give it much taste. There are certain things which a person does because he is inspired to 

do that thing. When he is inspired to do it then it has meaning. If he is not inspired to do it then it 

doesn't have meaning.  

 

If a young man who goes to Yeshiva is inspired to be a Ben Torah and he starts to dress like a 

Ben Torah so then it means something because it is a sign of a something significant that he feels 

is exhibited in these actions. But if someone says do this, then just doing it by itself is of course 

not of great meaning.  

 

My father Alav Hasholam, started to wear Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin at one point quite later in his 

life. I asked him what happened, why did you start to wear Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin. He said to me 

that he had become a grandfather. I had had my first child. My father said I became a 

grandfather. I went through Auschwitz and I never knew if I would be married or have children. 

Hashem granted me to be a grandfather, I felt that I have to do something. For that he took on 

this Hiddur of wearing Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin. Is that something that can be mandated? If there 

is a Minhag Hamishpacha to put on Rabbeinu Tam Tefillin at the time of Bar Mitzvah, somehow 

it would take away from the beauty and the inspiration of someone who does it on his own.  

 

So too is Rav Wolbe saying about someone who turns 20. You have to feel something, you have 

to have a Hergish, you have to have some type of an idea that what you are doing is significant 

and then it is significant.  

 

The same thing holds true about Hoshana Rabbah. Hoshana Rabbah is an extraordinary day. In 

many ways the most extraordinary day of the year. Because it is a day where we chose to 

connect to the Ribbono Shel Olam. Halacha mandates nothing extraordinary or almost nothing 

extraordinary. It is a very special time. That is the idea of the Hoshana Rabbah coming up. You 

have to be inspired to do something, you have to have a feeling to do something. If you know 

there are some who do it and you do it because you have to then it loses its Chashivus. If you do 

it because you chose to, if you do it because you are inspired to, if you do it because you have a 

feeling of wanting something more of a greater connection, then it is Chashuv.  

 

People stay up all night Hoshana Rabbah night to learn. People Daven Vasikin Hoshana Rabbah 

morning. These are things we should do. Importantly, we should feel inspired to do. I feel bad 

for those who join the speedy Minyanim and get Hoshana Rabbah over with rather quickly. I feel 

bad not because they are losing in the Din of heaven which may or may not be true but because 

they are not inspired people. Look and feel inspiration.  

 

On Hoshana Rabbah we separate the Arava from the Arba Minim and it stands on its own. As 

many of you may know, each of the Arba Minim stands for a different Jew in Klal Yisrael. The 

Esrog which has a beautiful taste and beautiful smell stands for those who are great in Torah and 

in Mitzvos. The Hadasim which have a wonderful smell but have no taste at all and the Lulav 

which is from the date tree which has taste but no smell, they represent the Jews who are great in 

Torah and perhaps not so great in Mitzvos or those who are great in Mitzvos and perhaps not so 

great in Torah. The Arava has neither smell nor taste and it represents the Poshite Yid, the 
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ordinary Yid. A Yid who has not excelled. For the 7 days of Sukkos we take all 4 Minim and put 

them together. We take Klal Yisrael as a whole. On Hoshana Rabbah we hold the Arava 

separately. We tell the Arava, the simple Jew, you should be inspired by your connection to the 

other Jews. You should have taken a little bit of their smell or their taste and you yourself now 

can stand on your own and serve HKB"H. We are that Arava. On Hoshana Rabbah we are 

challenged to stand on our own and to do it on our own, to make it meaningful on our own. That 

is the Chashivus of the upcoming Hoshana Rabbah.  

 

Parshas Beraishis is coming. In the beginning of Parshas Beraishis there is a Baal Haturim. The 

Baal Haturim as he often does, brings a Remez of the Torah. The word Beraishis he says has the 

same letters as Aleph B'tishrei, the first day of Tishrei. This hints at the idea that B'tishrei Nivra 

Ha'olam. The world was created in Tishrei. It sounds beautiful. We have a problem. Tosafos in 

Maseches Rosh Hashono 8a (bottom Tosafos) explains and to my understanding all agree, that 

the first day of creation was the 25th day of Elul. The first day of Tishrei was the day that Adam 

was created which coincided with the 6th day of creation. Therefore, to say Beraishis Barah 

Elokim is Aleph B'tishrei seems to be lacking. There is something wrong with it. Aleph B'tishrei 

is not Beraishis. This is really a very strong Kasha on the Baal Haturim.  

 

I recall once seeing in Rav Tzaddok's writings the following explanation. The Aseres Yemai 

Teshuva represent the Asara Ma'amaros She'bihen Nivra Haolam, the world was created in ten 

utterances, or in 10 steps by HKB"H. Each day represents one. During the Aseres Yemai 

Teshuva we have to try to repair that which took place. Therefore, Beraishis is Aleph B'tishrei. 

The first day of Tishrei represents the first Maimur, the first creation. Each day represents one 

which fits beautifully with the idea that on Yom Kippur the 10th day that stands for Naaseh 

Adam, the creation of man. Man whose final judgment is on Yom Kippur. Therefore, Beraishis 

stands for Aleph B'tishrei not as a matter of history of what once took place but as a matter of 

Tikkun, a matter of what we have to do with the world. It is important to note that Yiddishkeit 

doesn't observe anniversaries of what took place for the sake of recollection of nostalgia of 

remembering what happened. Aleph B'tishrei is Beraishis, that is nice. What is more important is 

that whatever we remember is for the future. We have 6 Zechiros (things we remember). We 

don't remember them just to remember the past. We remember them for the future. We 

remember Asher Asa Hashem L'miriam, that which took place to Miriam. Not because we want 

to remember what happened to Miriam but so that we should be stronger in the future in Dinai 

Lashon Hora. We remember Mattan Torah not just to remember an anniversary but to be 

stronger for the future. So too is it with everything that we do on these days. The purpose of the 

things we do is to have Chizuk for the future. It is nice to remember the past but you have to take 

the past and make it for the future. As we come to the end of the Yomim Noraim of these very 

special days of the year we have to know to take it going forward. To have some meaning for the 

future.  

 

I have encouraged many of us here in Flatbush to undertake in the coming year a Mishmar night. 

A Thursday night Mishmar. I don't expect you to be up all night but to learn later at night in 

addition to your regular Sedorim. Have a Mishmar. Here in Shul I have encouraged people to 

come for a 10:30 - 11:30 Seder. The purpose of it is to give an extra spirit, an extra Ruach to the 

week. In every Yeshiva we know there is a Ruach, a spirit of Thursday night Mishmar night. 

Some people do stay up and some people don't stay up. Some Shmooze and eat cholent and cake 
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while some learn. But the Ruach the spirit of a Mishmar night exists. If it exists in Yeshiva 

where people are in Yeshiva all week shouldn't it exist for people who are working all week? 

What happened to that Ruach of a Mishmar night? What happened to that spirit of a Mishmar 

night? For those of you here in Flatbush I invite you to join us. Whatever you want to learn. We 

will have a Chabura learning Makkos an Amud a week. I plan to give a 15 minute Chabura at 

11:30 which you can chose to join or not to join. It is not important. What is important is that you 

are Kovea the time. Many people feel they don't have time to Maavir Sedra (to review the 

Parsha) every week. You really don't have time? Come Thursday night. When you come to 

Shamayim and say you didn't have time they will say one minute, on Chol Hamoed Sukkos 

someone suggested that you come on Thursday nights. Come join us. If you are not in Brooklyn, 

wherever you are organize a Mishmar, put together a Thursday night. Let it become part of our 

Seder Hayom to give a special meaning, a special Kedusha, a special significance to the 

Thursday nights. Let the idea of a Mishmar be reawakened in Klal Yisrael.  

 

And so, as we prepare for Simchas Torah, we prepare to have a connection to Torah, we prepare 

to have a connection to Torah where it may not have existed adequately in the previous year. 

Let's try to make our Simchas Torah unique and special and try to make it a very special 

upcoming year.  

 

I will end with a Dvar Halacha. Earlier, I had asked a Kasha that has been asked on a number of 

occasions. In Bentching on Yom Tov we say Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov. 

We also say on Sukkos Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid Hanofales. Which one 

comes first? Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov takes precedence. The Pri 

Megadim says Tadir V'sheaino Tadir, Tadir Kodem. Since Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom 

Shekulo Tov is said more often than Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid Hanofales 

which is said only on Sukkos so Tadir V'sheaino Tadir, Tadir Kodem. That is a Pri Megadim.  

 

The question I asked is that is good in Chutz L'aretz. In Eretz Yisrael however, they only say 

Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov 5 days a year. (1 day of Shavuos, 2 days of 

Pesach, first day of Sukkos, and Shemini Atzeres). The Magen Avraham says that we don't say it 

on Chol Hamoed so that leaves 5 days. Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid 

Hanofales is said 7 days. The question was that Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid 

Hanofales should go first before Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov when you are 

in Eretz Yisrael. It sounds like a great Kasha and I discussed it with many people.  

 

Until I realized that the Kasha is in error. Try asking this Kasha to people it sounds great. The 

error is the following. Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov is Tadir even in Eretz 

Yisrael. They only say it 5 days a year but there is an obligation to have 2 meals each of those 5 

days, so that there are 10 Birchas Hamazon in which Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo 

Tov is said. Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid Hanofales however, occurs on 

Sukkos and there is only an obligation to eat a Seuda on one of those 7 days. So that the 

obligatory times to say Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov is 10 times a year in 

Eretz Yisrael while Horachaman Hu Yakim Lanu Es Sukkas Dovid Hanofales is only 2 times a 

year. If you count Shabbos when there are 3 meals that would be 3 times which is still less than 

Horachaman Hu Yanchilainu Yom Shekulo Tov. Since the rules of Tadir V'sheaino Tadir are 

based on obligatory statements as the Gemara says Matza Shani, something which is Matzui 
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(something not obligatory) doesn't count in this calculation. The Kasha therefore, is not a Kasha. 

But I bet you can fool a lot of people with the Kasha.  

 

With that I wish everyone an absolutely delightful and meaningful Hoshana Rabbah, Shemini 

Atzeres, (dance with the Torah on) Simchas Torah, and a wonderful upcoming Shabbos. A Good 

Yom Tov and Good Shabbos to all! 

 

 

Rabbi Reisman - Shabbos Chol Hamoed Sukkos 5773 
 

Let me start with a Vort that has to do with Parshas Zos Habracha. We have here at the end of 

the Parsha Vayal Moshe Mai'arvos Moav El Har Nivo. Moshe Rabbeinu goes up to Har Nivo his 

final resting place and when he is there he gets to see all of Eretz Yisrael. This is the 4th time 

that it is mentioned in the Torah. It is mentioned in Parshas Pinchas, Parshas Vaeschanan, 

Parshas Haazinu, and here again. That Moshe Rabbeinu is Zoche to see Eretz Yisrael.  

 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz notes that the seeing Eretz Yisrael obviously has a tremendous Hashpa'a 

on a person. When we say that Moshe Rabbeinu's Tefillah was half answered by the fact that he 

was Zoche to see Eretz Yisrael, clearly them it is because the sight of Eretz Yisrael is a Mashpia, 

has a potential to be Mashpia on somebody who see Eretz Yisrael and certainly someone who 

lives in Eretz Yisrael and someone who was Zoche visit Eretz Yisrael.  

 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz brings the story of Yosef Meshisa from the Medrash that brings that 

during the Churban Bayis Sheini our enemies had a Jew named Yosef Meshisa who was a traitor. 

He took the side of Edom and helped to destroy the Bais Hamikdash. As a reward Yosef Meshisa 

was given permission to enter the Bais Hamikdash and take any one Kli Shareis (utensil) for 

himself. He went in and what did he choose? He chose the beautiful Menorah that was in the 

Bais Hamikdash. He took it for himself and he walked out with it. When the Edomim saw that he 

was taking the Menorah they saw its beauty and they said that it is too beautiful for you and we 

are taking it for ourselves and you chose something else. To that Yosef Meshisa replied is it not 

enough that I have angered my creator once, I should go in again? So he refused to go in. The 

Edomim forced him to go in and they tortured him and ultimately killed him because he refused 

to go in. Says Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz what caused that change? What caused that change was 

just seeing the Bais Hamikdash from inside. To be Zoche to walk in to the Heichal and the Ulam 

of the Bais Hamikdash and just seeing that Kedusha, that had a potential to be a Mashpia.  

 

On Sukkos we sit in a Sukkah and here too sitting in a Sukkah is a Mashpia and has a potential to 

be a Mashpia on a person. Some people are not careful on Sukkos. They limit their sitting in the 

Sukkah to the time that they are obligated, when they eat cookies or they want to wash. They are 

obligated to go into the Sukkah. That is the extent of their sitting in the Sukkah. Maybe they are 

Yotzei the Shulchan Aruch, they go into the Sukkah when they have to. That is not the idea of 

Taishvu K'ain Taduru of living in the Sukkah. A person should look to be in the Sukkah 

additional time, to be a Mushpa, to have a feeling of Ahavah of love for the Sukkah.  

 

On this note, I want to mention a word of Chizuk for those of you who sleep in the Sukkah 

during these days. You know full well that most Jews don't sleep in the Sukkah, certainly not in 
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Chutz L'aretz. For those of us who sleep in the Sukkah, we know that sleeping in the Sukkah is 

not the same as sleeping in your bed in your bedroom. It leaves you more tired, you get mosquito 

bites, it is colder in the Sukkah at least most years. Sometimes there is a certain feeling of Yiush. 

What are we doing this for? So many Yidden don't sleep in the Sukkah and here I am being 

Moser Nefesh to sleep in the Sukkah.  

 

One Sukkos I took my children on Chol Hamoed to a science museum. There they showed a 

film. The film was a story of people who went to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro. Mt. Kilimanjaro is the 

highest peak in the southern hemisphere. It talked about the incredible Mesiras Nefesh people 

have to climb the mountain. They sleep in far less comfortable beds than our Sukkah. They have 

sleeping bags in places with minimal oxygen at great heights where it is snowy and colder than 

in our Sukkahs. They endure hardships for more than 7 days and 7 nights. They risk their lives 

quite frankly. For what? It is anticlimactic. They climb to the top of the mountain. When they get 

there you would think that they stop and relax with a coke and have a party. No! They get to the 

top, they touch the base so to speak and then climb right back down. Silly people want 

challenges in life. They risk their lives to climb mountains and they endure great hardships. 

When one thinks what human beings endure for imagined goals, goals that are totally 

meaningless. They are glorified for reasons that are very hard to comprehend. The government 

forbids doing things that are dangerous. Why don't they forbid climbing mountains like that that 

serves no purpose in the world. People die in their attempt very often. But they see a goal and 

they are Moser Nefesh. I thought to myself the inconvenience of sleeping in the holy Sukkah is 

something that should not dispirit a person. On the contrary the fact that being able to sleep in 

the Sukkah is such an extraordinary Mitzvas Asei. Teishvu K'ain Taduru is a Haspa'a it is one of 

the only Mitzvos that a person can put his whole body into the Mitzvah. A person can be 

Mikayeim the Mitzvah for so many hours by sleeping in the Sukkah. Don't be dispirited. Those 

who go out of their way and endure hardships by sleeping in the Sukkah should be Nischazeik 

and should be no worse than the Shotim Shelahem, the fools who go through so much more for 

so much less of a reward.  

 

Let me move from talking about Sukkos and V'zos Habracha to talking about Birchas Kohanim. 

During these days we have Duchaning in Chutz L'aretz something that in Eretz Yisrael they are 

accustomed to on a daily basis. As you know there are three Berachos in Birchas Kohanim. It 

says that the Hamon Am, the Yisraelim among the people, should be Mechavein Neged 

Hakohanim. Not just stand there, but think about the Berachos. Certainly the Kohanim should 

pay attention to the Berachos that they are saying. I would like to add a little bit of an 

explanation to the 15 words of Birchas Kohanim and the source for this Yesod is in Iyun Tefilla 

which is Rav Schwab's Sefer on the Siddur. Here next to Birchas Hatorah at the beginning of the 

Sefer he explains briefly each of the three Berachos that the Kohanim say.  

 

He explains as follows which is based on a Medrash. Yivarechecha Hashem V'yishmerecha 

which is the first Beracha is a Beracha for Hatzlacha in Gashmiyus. It is a blessing for a person 

to have blessing for a person to have good fortune in his pursuit of his physical needs. The 

Medrash says Yivarechecha Hashem that Hashem should bless you with wealth and 

V'yishmerecha and he should guard that wealth from thieves. So that the first Beracha is a 

Beracha for Gashmiyos, the physical needs of a human being.  
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The second Beracha which is Ya'air Hashem Panav Eilecha V'chuneka is a longer Beracha. 

Ya'air Hashem Panav Eilecha V'chuneka is a blessing that a person should succeed in Ruchniyos 

and spiritual needs. Ya'air Hashem Panav Eilecha is a Lashon that HKB"H should light us up 

with an understanding of his Torah, V'chuneka which is a Lashon of Chein and a gift. We know 

Ata Chonein L'adam Da'as, Hashem gives a person Da'as and a gift of understanding. A person 

has to use it the right way. So Ya'air Hashem Panav Eilecha V'chuneka, may Hashem light you 

up with his countenance and his being and give you Chein. That blessing is a blessing for 

Ruchniyos. So the first Beracha is a Beracha of Gashmiyos, the second blessing is a blessing for 

Ruchniyos. What about the third Beracha, what is left? The third Beracha is Yisa Hashem Panav 

Eilecha V'yoseim Lecha Shaleim is a blessing for Menuchas Hanefesh. A person should not fall 

into a state of Behala, of tumult. A person should have a calm life in the pursuit of his needs, 

whether his Gashmiyos needs as well as his spiritual needs. A person should have a calmness of 

Menuchas Hanefesh. Yisa Hashem Panav Eilecha, a person should have a sense of Nesias 

Panim. There is a Gemara in Maseches Berachos that says Yisa Hashem Panav Eilecha an idea 

that HKB"H plays favorites and looks favorably at Klal Yisrael. There is Menuchas Hanefesh 

when a person feels that HKB"H is looking at him and smiling at him with an idea of favoritism 

in the eyes of Hashem. Yisa Hashem Panav Eilecha V'yoseim Lecha Shaleim is a blessing for 

Menuchas Hanefesh. It is a tremendous Mussar. Of the three blessings the longest is the Beracha 

for Menuchas Hanefesh. With this explanation of Rav Schwab we could explain what would 

otherwise be a difficult Gemara.  

 

The Gemara in the last Perek of Maseches Megillah says that there are three Aliyos on a 

weekday, five on a Yom Tov, and Seven on a Shabbos. K'negged Mi? Why are there 3, 5, and 7? 

The Gemara responds that they are K'negged the words of the 3 Berachos of Birchas Kohanim. 

Yivarechecha Hashem V'yishmerecha is three words, Ya'air Hashem Panav Eilecha V'chuneka is 

five words, and Yisa Hashem Panav Eilecha V'yoseim Lecha Shaleim is seven words. So we do 

see that there is a correlation between the Aliyos and the words of Birchas Kohanim. When one 

reads this he is astounded what in the world does Birchas Kohanim have to do with the Seder 

Aliyos that we have for the weekdays, Yom Tov, and Shabbos. With Rav Schwab's explanation 

it is beautiful.The weekdays is the time that we pursue our Gashmiyos needs, our physical needs. 

Therefore the first Beracha of Yivarechecha Hashem V'yishmerecha the number three is 

appropriate. Yom Tov is a time of Aliyah L'regel we pursue Aliya, growth in our spiritual needs 

and therefore, Yom Tov is the one with five words and therefore, five Aliyos. Shabbos is a day 

that Hashem created Menucha, rest. A time that we pursue Menuchas Hanefesh and therefore, it 

is fitting that the Beracha of seven words corresponds to the seven Aliyos of Shabbos. Look how 

beautifully it fits.  

 

We have the Minhag that in Chutz L'aretz that after the Chazzon says the first Beracha we say in 

the Zechus of Avraham Avinu, the second in the Zechus of Yitzchok Avinu, and the third in the 

Zechus of Yaakov Avinu. This fits well. The first Beracha is a blessing for Gashmiyos. 

Avraham's Midda was the Midda of Chesed. Using one's Gashmiyos in the pursuit of Mitzvah 

doing kindness to others so therefore, the Zechus of Avraham Avinu we should have Hatzlacha 

we should have good fortune in our pursuit of our physical needs something that can be used for 

Chesed. The second Beracha is K'negged Yitzchak Avinu. Pachad Yitzchok, Yitzchok is the 

time of Shevuos, the time of Mattan Torah. That of course corresponds beautifully. Ruchniyos is 

Yitzchok Avinu. The third Beracha which is of Menuchas Hanefesh corresponds to Yaakov 
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Avinu. Bikeish Yaakov Leisheiv B'shalva. We know that Yaakov's goal was for Menuchas 

Nefesh. An appreciation for Menuchas Nefesh, the Yehi Ratzon is Boz'chus Yaakov Avinu 

which is of course the Yom Tov of Sukkos. That fits well because Yaakov Avinu built Sukkos, 

Sukkos is K'negged Yaakov Avinu. The whole idea of leaving one's house and being satisfied 

with the Sukkah is Menuchas Hanefesh. Not needing more and being happy with what you have 

even if it a bit more difficult.  

 

So that Rav Schwab's brief explanation of Birchas Kohanim has many branches and explains as 

well the Gemara in Megillah why there are 3, 5, and 7 Aliyos. It explains Bizchus Avraham, 

Yitzchok, V'yaakov which correspond to those Berachos.  

 

The first question of the week is something that is Nogea to Halacha for all of us. As you know 

there is a Chiyuv to be Maavir Sedra every week. It is a separate Siman in Shulchan Aruch 

Siman 285. The Shulchan Aruch tells that a person has to be Mekayeim Shnayim Mikra V'echad 

Targum every single week. Beginning at what moment does a person have a right to be Yotzei 

this Mitzvah? A person can't do 5 Parshiyos ahead of time and be Yotzei for the next 5 weeks.  

 

The Shulchan Aruch says that it begins from the time that they read that Parsha in the Torah. The 

Mishna Berura says that you can actually start from Mincha on Shabbos which is when the 

Parsha is first read. Regarding Parshas V'zos Habracha which we already Lained on Shabbos by 

Mincha so that would be the earliest time from when we could be Yotzei Shnayim Mikra 

V'echad Targum. Therefore, it is mysterious that the Mishna Berura in Siman 285:18 tells us that 

on Hashono Rabbah is when you should be doing the Shnayim Mikra V'echad Targum for 

Parshas V'zos Habracha. Or he says to do the Shnayim Mikra V'echad Targum on Shemini 

Atzeres. Why here do you have to wait for Hashana Rabbah? Why not do it earlier from when 

we Lained it by Shabbos Mincha? Even more mysterious is that by the Halachos of Shemini 

Atzeres the Mishna Berura seems to say that one should do Shnayim Mikra V'echad Targum on 

Shemini Atzeres Dafka. He doesn't bring that on Hashana Rabbah is a desirable day for this. 

Therefore, this needs some sort of an explanation. The source of the Mishna Berura is the 

Shaarei Teshuva in Siman 285.  

 

Certainly on Hashana Rabbah when it is a Minhag to stay up late at night to try to Chap Arein 

more learning. This year the night of Hoshana Rabbah is on Motzoei Shabbos when people are 

generally more rested more people should find themselves in the Bais Hamedrash on Motzoei 

Shabbos Hoshana Rabbah trying to stay up late and learning. It is a time to do Shnayim Mikra 

V'echad Targum on Parshas V'zos Habracha. Certainly the Parsha at the beginning by the 

Berachos are difficult and take time and therefore, it is an appropriate time to do it and maybe if 

you stay up late enough you will find a Teretz to this Kasha.  

 

One more difficulty. While going through the Parsha of V'zos Habracha I came to the Ramban at 

the end of the Parsha 33:1. He says that Har Nevo where Moshe Rabbeinu was buried is in 

Chelko Shel Reuvein (it is in the part of Eretz Yisrael that fell to Reuvein). Of course that 

Ramban contradicts Rashi earlier in the Parsha in the Beracha given to Sheivet Gad where we 

find the expression that in the Cheilek of Sheit Gad Chelkas Michokeik Tzafun. The Cheilek of 

Moshe Rabbeinu is in Sheivet Gad. We know that Moshe Rabbeinu was from Sheivet Levi. So 

Rashi explains that he was buried in the Cheilek of Gad. So Rashi says that he is buried in Gad 
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and the Ramban does not offer a different explanation of Chelkas Michokeik Tzafun. The 

Ramban says that it was in the Cheilek of Reuvein. That is a contradiction between Rashi and the 

Ramban. So it could be a Machlokes. So I looked in the Shevel Ramban and he points out in a 

footnote that this is a Gemara in Maseches Sotah 13b (17 lines from the bottom) ( א"ר יהודה)ותניא(

אילמלא מקרא כתוב אי אפשר לאומרו היכן משה מת בחלקו של ראובן דכתיב ויעל משה מערבות מואב אל הר נבו 

 That Har Nevo is in Chelko Shel Reuvein so it.('ונבו בחלקו של ראובן קיימא דכתיב ובני ראובן בנו וגו

seems to be a Gemara that Har Nevo is in the Cheilek of Reuvein. Rashi says that it is in the 

Cheilek if Gad. This sounds like something that needs a good Teretz and with that I wish you all 

a Good Moed, a Good Shabbos, and a joyful Simchas Torah, and a wonderful Kabbbalos 

Hatorah. Kol Tuv!  

 

 

Rabbi Reisman - Shemini Atzeres - 5770 
 

Which Parsha is Lained in Eretz Yisrael like any other Parsha on Shabbos, however, in Chutz 

La'aretz it is not? V'zois Hab'racha. This year since Shmini Atzeres falls on Shabbos it is Lained 

on Shmini Atzeres in Eretz Yisrael.  

 

ש ָדת( ָלמֹו 33:2 ש; ִמיִמינֹו, אשדת )אֵּ ִרְבֹבת ֹקדֶׁ ַהר ָפאָרן, ְוָאָתה מֵּ ִעיר ָלמֹו--הֹוִפיַע מֵּ  ב ַויֹאַמר, ְירָור ִמִסיַני ָבא ְוָזַרח ִמשֵּ

Chazal tell us that Hakadoish Baruch Hu Kaviyachoil came from offering the Torah to the other 

nations as Rashi says in מהר פארן: שהלך שם ופתח לבני ישמעאל שיקבלוה, ולא רצו meaning that Hashem 

went from Har Paran and proposed to the children of Yismael that they accept it but they didn't 

want it. Bnei Eisav didn't want it. Bnei Amon U'moi'av didn't want it. Klal Yisrael were 

Mekabeil the Torah. On Yom Tov we say, Atah Virchatanu Mikoil Ha'amim, which is saying 

that Hakadoish Baruch Hu Kaviyachoil chose Klal Yisrael as a nation. According to this Rashi, it 

was Klal Yisrael who chose Hakadoish Baruch Hu and not that Hakadoish Baruch Hu chose Klal 

Yisrael because other nations were offered the Torah as well?  

 

Rav Schwab in Mayan Bais Hashoeva (page # 551) says, the Taryag Mitzvois were not offered 

to the other nations. They have the Sheva Mitzvois Bnei Noiach (7 Mitzvois). Klal Yisrael have 

Taryag. At Matan Torah, the other nations were offered to be Mekabail the 7 Mitzvois at Har 

Sinai at a Kabbalas Hatoirah just like we were Mekabail the Taryag Mitzvois. The Raya to this is 

that when the Gemara in Avoda Zarah 2b talks about the other nations not accepting the Torah it 

says they weren't Mekabail Loi Sirtzach, Loi Signoiv, and Loi Sin'af which are part of the 7 

Mitzvois. They refused it, however, they are still Mechayaiv in the 7 Mitzvois. What did they 

lose by not accepting the 7 Mitzvois? The whole point of this Rashi is, there is a Kabalas 

Hatoirah an acceptance of the Torah.  

 

The Rambam says that the Ratzoin Hapinimi of a Yid is to do the Raztoin of Hashem. That 

comes from a Kabbalah. By Goyim we find no such idea. They are Chayiv in the 7 Mitzvois, 

however, they never had a Kabbalah. They were never Mikabail the Mitzvois. There is a 

beautiful Raya to this, because for a Gair to become a Gair Toishav, he has to go to Bais Din and 

be Mekabail on himself the 7 Mitzvois. Ai, he was Michayeiv in the 7 Mitzvois anyway?  

 

He was missing the fact that he was never Mikabail the 7 Mitzvois on himself. That is what the 

Goyim are missing and we have to appreciate that we have. We have this Nikuda, the Kabbalah 
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and the Ratzoin P'nimi. That is how it works to be Oivdai Hashem. An Uber B'mai Imoi learns 

Torah says Rav Schawab because of the same idea. Because there is a Kabbalah, and a Ratzoin 

P'nimi. You will see even in our Avoidas Hashem that once a person has a Kabbalah to do a 

certain aspect of Avoidas Hashem, it is not as hard.  

 

Rebbi guessed that today (Thursday of Chol Hamoed) many people who called into the Shiur are 

busy with their families. We call in all the time in middle of work when it is hard to find 15 

minutes, however, it is even harder when you are relaxing with the family. I would think it would 

be harder to find the 15 minutes on a work day, however, you can be sure that there are less 

people on the call today than on a regular Thursday when we are all at work. You can't really just 

blame it on the wives. The reason there are less people calling in today is because many people 

have been Mekabail on a work day Thursday to call in to the Shiur, it is something you do. On an 

off day, the Yeitzer Hora gives you any excuse not to call in. This is the idea of this Rashi, that a 

Kabbalah makes Torah easier.  

 

33:18 We know the Shutfus of Yisachar and Zevulan as is mentioned in the Parsha,  יח ְוִלְזבּוֻלן

יָך ָך; ְוִיָששָכר, ְבֹאָהלֶׁ אתֶׁ שמח זבולן בצאתך ויששכר באהליך:  .Rashi mentions the Shutfus ָאַמר, ְשַמח ְזבּוֻלן ְבצֵּ

 Everyone would think that since Zevulan made money by using ships to זבולן ויששכר עשו שותפות

engage in commerce that his portion in Eretz Yisrael would be by the Mediterranean Sea, 

however, we find that he was surrounded on all 4 sides by land? If his Beracha is L'Choif Yamim 

Yishkoin, why is he landlocked and not near water at all? There was no answer offered to this 

question. 

 

We will be saying the Mussaf for the Sholosh Regalim on Shabbos and Sunday and on Shabbos 

with the additions that are said on Shabbos. It is an interesting thing that we say Vatitein Lanu 

Hashem Eloikeinu B'ahavah Shabasois Lim'nuchah U'moiadim L'simchah Chagim Uz'manim 

L'sasoin, Es Yoim Hashabas Hazeh V'es Yoim Hashmini Chag Ho'atzeres Hazeh, Zman 

Simchasainu B'ahavah Mikra Koidesh Zeicher Litzias Mitzrayim. Why is the word B'ahavah 

mentioned on Shabbos and not a weekday Yom Tov. Does Hashem not love us on Yom Tov?  

 

To answer this we will explain something that we say by Shabbos Kiddush. On Friday night by 

Kiddush we say, Asher Kidishanu B'mitzvoisav V'rat'za Vanu. Why don't we say V'tzivanu?  

 

B'mitzvoisav means B'marah. Klal Yisrael got Mitzvois the first time before Har Sinai, in Marah. 

V'tzivanu means we got that Mitzvah at Har Sinai, for example V'tzivanu Al Nitilas Lulav. 

Shabbos was given at Marah so we don't need more than B'mitzvoisav.  

 

Getting back to B'ahavah. Every Mitzvah given at Har Sinai was given Kofin Aleihem Har 

Ki'gigis, meaning every Mitzvah was given not only with Ahavah but with Yir'ah as well. 

Shabbos that was given in Marah, it was given purely with Ahavah. This is why the language of 

Ahavah is very special to Shabbos.  

 

We say in the same paragraph, Vatitein Lanu Hashem Eloikeinu B'ahavah, which we say every 

Yom Tov. Then on Shabbos we add a B'ahavah further on in the paragraph. What is the 

difference between the first and second B'ahavah? If you think about the previous Vort, you 

should be able to figure out a Teretz. 
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We say in our regular Shabbos Mussaf in Tikanta Shabbos.. Az Misinai Nitztavu. Why Dafka on 

Shabbos do we say Az Misinai, this is the one Mitzvah that we got at Marah, so Punkd here we 

say Az Misinai? No answer was offered for this question. 

 

There was a question that Rebbi had asked by Parshas Pinchus and didn't know a Teretz for at 

that time. Now Rebbi found a Teretz in Parshas Shelach. On Yom Tov by Mussaf we say the 

Korban. Every Korban has 3 parts: 1) the animal, 2) the Menachois, which is the flour, and 3) the 

Nesachim, which is the wine that is poured onto the Mizbaiach. Isn't it strange that we say 

Uminchasam Kimdubar and the Menachois we have a whole Arichois where we spell it out? By 

the wine, we didn't spell out how much wine it actually is?  

 

We do it because that is the way the Torah says it in Parshas Pinchus. For an example, look in 

Perek Chaf Ches Posuk Yud Zayin to Posuk Chaf Hei where the discussion revolves around the 

Yom Tov of Pesach, the Menachois are spelled out and it says Viniskoi without spelling out the 

wine libation. Our Davening just mirrors the Torah. Why the Torah says it this way is a Kasha 

that needs a Teretz. Rosh Choidesh is the only place where the Torah spells out the Nesachim .  

 

In Parshas Shelach 15:10 Rashi explains in D"H Ishai Rai'ach says,  אשה ריח: אינו מוסב אלא על

 it refers to nothing but the meal-offering and the המנחה והשמן, אבל היין אינו אשה, שאינו ניתן על האש

oil, but the wine is not a fire-offering for it is not put on the fire of the altar. According to this 

Rashi, it is Geshmak. The Mincha like the Korban is the Ikkur of the Mussaf, so it gets spelled 

out. The Nesachim are Chashuv, however, it is not an Ishei Raiach Nichoiach Lashem. Perhaps 

that is why the Nesachim are not spelled out.  

 

The Chashivois of Hashana Rabbah has to be appreciated. Sukkos has 2 aspects, the last of the 

Sholosh Regalim and it is also the last of the Yomim Noraim. In that way, Hoshana Rabbah is 

very special. It is not a Chag that is Assur Bim'lachah. Its special uniqueness comes from being 

the end of the Yomim Naraim. As such, Hoshana Rabbah has to be appreciated by us. It is 

Misugeil for learning, being Mishneh Torah for those with that Minhag or learning in general. 

You shouldn't go to a Minyan that just runs around the Bimah 7 times. You should go to a 

Minyan that you can have Kavanah. The Hakafois are very Chashuv and should be said with the 

proper Kavanah. Hoshana Rabbah is Hakadosh Baruch kissing Klal Yisrael on the cheek. It is a 

good bye to Klal Yisroel at the end of the Yomim Noraim. It is an opportunity that you should 

make the most of. A Gut Kvittel and a Gut Yom Tov. 
 


