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M oshe Rabbeinu told the
meraglim to find out (among

other things)äæø íà àéä äðéîùä õøàä äîå
éøôî íúç÷ìå íú÷æçúäå ïéà íà õò äá ùéä
õøàä, "What is the land like; is it rich
or is it poor? Does it have tree(s) or
not? Be strong and take from the

fruits of the land…" (13:20)Tor ah We llspring s - Shel ac h

The passukis essentially discussing
one theme: to verify the goodness of

the land.

Rashi, however, on the wordsäá ùéä
õò writes, "Is there anadam kosher
(a tzaddik) in the land who can

protect them by his merits."

According to Rashi's interpretation,
Moshe seemed to have changed the
subject, and he asks themeraglim to
find out whether there is a tzaddik
in the land. Why is this question
posed in the middle of thispassuk,
which primarily talks about the

agriculture of the land?

The answer to this question is as
follows:

There are various types of
tzaddikim; there are tzaddikim who

excel in prayer, tzaddikim who are
extremely honest in business,
tzaddikim with crystal clear
emunah, and so on. Which type of
tzaddik can protect the inhabitants

of the land?

The Chasam Sofer zt"l answers that
it is a tzaddik who excels ingemilus
chasadim (because the reward for
gemilus chasadimis given in this
world while most mitzvos are solely

rewarded in Olam HaBa).1111

When a tzaddik does gemilus
chasadim it can create a protective
shield, which guards the people of
the land, it brings brachos and
yeshuosto the world and it can even
affect the produce of the land. Good
fruits can grow, and good things can
happen, all in the merit of the
tzaddik's kind and generous deeds.

Moshe Rabbeinu told themeraglim
to see whether the land is rich or
poor. That is why Moshe asked the
meraglim to bring back fruits. But if
a tzaddik lives there, the fruits will
not prove the fertility of the land. It
could be that the good crop came in
the merit of the tzaddik. Therefore,

1. As we say after Birchas HaTorah, קיימת  והקרן בעוה "ז פירותיהם אוכל  שאדם הדברים אלו

הבא  ,לעולם "These are the deeds that one enjoys its fruits in this world, while
the primary reward remains for Olam HaBa..." and the Mishnah lists examples of
gemilus chasadim.
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Moshe said,õò äá ùéä, see if there is
a tzaddik in the land. If there is,
there is no reason to bring back fruit,
because it will not prove the
goodness of the land.ïéà íà, if there
isn't a tzaddik in the land,éøôî íúç÷ìå
õøàä, take from the fruits of the land
[and bring them back to us]…"
because then the large, delicious
fruits will prove that the land is

blessed, rich and fertile.

From this commentary we learn
examples of the impact ofgemilus
chasadim, and what it can affect.
Gemilus chassadimbrings brachos
and positive energy into the world,
which results with protection,
salvations, and can even affect the
agriculture. Gemilus chasadim

impacts all aspects of life.2222

There are several forms ofchessed
that we can do. We will emphasize,
the chessed thechessedof honoring

one's fellow man.

There are many people who feel
lowly and unworthy. They want to
boost their esteem, to feel worthy
and to feel good about themselves.

With a few kind words and with a
kind gesture, we can help them
discover that they are worthy,
important, and needed. This
realization is worth to them more
than what all money can buy. Let's
honor people, show them that we
care about them and respect them
the way they are. It will lift their

spirits and release their potential.

Some people think that the worst
social situation is people speaking
lashon hara on them or disgracing
them. But that isn't the worst
scenario. Even worse is feeling
superfluous, lonely and worthless, to
the extent that people aren’t even
interested to speak with him. This
hurts even more than shame. We can
rectify this by honoring people, and
by showing them that they are
respected and special in our eyes.

Chazal say,úîë áåùç òøåöî, "someone
suffering tzaraas is like the dead"
(Nedarim 64). Bederech tzachuswe
can explain that themetzoramust sit
alone outside the camp, and
therefore he feels dead. It is a basic

2. Someone who was serving in the Polish army asked the Imrei Emes for a pair
of tefillin. The Imrei Emes gave him the tefillin he inherited from his

great-grandfather, the Chidushei HaRim zt"l. People asked the Imrei Emes why he
gave away those precious tefillin. He replied, it is written, לד' חלב כל (Vayikra 3:16)
and the Gemara learns from these words that one should always give away the
best for a mitzvah. "These tefillin are the best I have, so I wanted to give them
away for the mitzvah."
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human need to connect with others,
to communicate with others, and

without it, it's not a life.

The Kuntrus HaSefeikos writes
(introduction to hissefer) that if a
person travels to foreign countries
and sees wonderful things, he will
not enjoy it, if he can't repeat what
he sees to others. People want
contact with others; they need to feel
wanted and important. We can help
them attain this feeling by giving

them kavodand recognition.

KavodKavodKavodKavod

In a drashah, Reb Chaim
Shmuelevitz zt"l once said, "Let me
tell you what kavod is: In the year
5696/1936 I was hired to be amagid
shiur in yeshivas Mir, Lithunia. I
remember that once, Reb Yeruchem
Levovitz zt'l (the celebrated
mashgiach of the yeshiva) was
telling us about the American branch
of the yeshiva that he had recently
opened, and was joyously telling us
about how well they were studying.

"Reb Yeruchem said, 'Today, I
received a telegram from the
American yeshiva. It states that the
students are studying with
hasmadah. For a day and a half,
they studied one of Reb Chaim's

chidushim!...'

"At first," Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz
said, "I thought that they were

studying my chidushim, and my
heart swelled with pleasure. In
faraway America, people were
studying mychidushim! However, it
didn’t take long before I realized
that they were studying the
chidushim of Reb Chaim of Brisk

zt'l.

"Until today, whenever I remember
that moment, my heart still fills up
with joy. This just shows you how
false kavod can be. It can be a lie,
an illusion, yet it fills people's hearts

with joy and pride.

"Why did Hashem create this
attitude and feeling towardskavod?
So we should know how good it
feels, so we will give it to others…"

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz taught us
that kavod is foolishness, and we
must realize this. Yet, that is only
concerning ourselves; for our fellow
man, we should give honor and

more honors.

Consider examples of what people
consider to be an honor (perhaps
sitting at a head table, being awarded
a medal, etc.) and recognize that
there really is nothing so special
about it; nothing to make a big deal
over it. What would happen if one
didn’t sit at the front table, or if he
didn’t receive the medal? More
important is that Hashem should
admire us and love us because of
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our good deeds, why do we need
honor from people?

Nevertheless, Reb Chaim
Shmuelevitz zt"l taught, one should
think this way only about his own
honor, and he should bestow honor

onto his fellow man.3333

Reb Chaim Shmuelevits said, "I
never knew what kavod was all
about until I witnessed the following
episode: One morning, I was
walking on the street when the
sanitation department arrived to clear
away the garbage. One of the
workers ran over to me and said,
"Good morning Rabbi! You are
probably wondering why I have the
job of running to each garbage bin,
and prepare it for the truck, while
my partner has the easier job of
riding on the truck. I want you to
know that I could also take the more
prestigious position and stand on the
garbage truck, but I chose to be
boreiach min hakavod, to run away
from honor, and I let my partner

take that position.'"

The Michtav MeEliyahu talks about
children who put a box into water
and pretend it's a ship. When people
get older, they play the same games,
only then they play it with larger
ships. But honestly, it's a
continuation of the illusions of their
youth. Really, kavod is just an
imagination, and doesn’t have

genuine meaning.

The Ben Ish Chai writes: Once there
was a donkey carrying roses and
other good smelling flowers on its
back. As it walked through the
streets, people came near the
donkey, to smell the wonderful
flowers. At night the donkey came
home to his barn and he told his
friends and family all about the
honors he received that day. "I was
treated like a king," he told them.
"Everyone on the street came over to

me and greeted me with honor."

The next day, the donkey was
carrying a load of garbage, and
people kept their distance. That night
when the donkey returned to the

3. The Chidushei HaRim taught, "To be humble is a very great level. However,
an even greater level is to be able to accept the humility and the lowliness

of others."
There are people who feel that they shouldn't honor everyone, because it may
result with other people looking down at them as well, etc. But the truth is, as the
Mishnah in Pirkei Avos says, הבריות  את המכבד מכובד .איזהו Honoring others is the
only way to attain true honor.
There are also people who think that they can attain honor by insulting others.
They are certainly wrong. Only by honoring others, can one attain honor.
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barn, he said to his family and
friends, "I received a lot of honor
today as well. People were so awed
by my greatness that they keep their
distance. They cleared the way for
me…"
The Ben Ish Chai writes that
sometimes a wealthy person sees
people honoring him, and other
times he sees that everyone is afraid
of him, and he thinks that it is all
because of him, because he is
special. He should know that it has
nothing to do with him; they are
only honoring his money, and they

are afraid of his harsh words.

Regardingtzedakah, the Torah says,
øñçé øùà åøñçî éã ...åì êãé úà çúôú çåúô éë
åì, "Open up your hand to him…
[and give him] as much as he
needs."
The Gemara (Kesubos67) teaches
that if in the past this pauper was a
member of a wealthy family, and he
used to ride on a horse and have a
slave run before him, when you give
him tzedakah, you must supply these
things for him as well. These
luxuries have become his basic
needs, and thegabai tzedakahmust

supply these for him.

The Gemara writes, "It was said
about Hillel HaZaken that he bought
a horse for a certain pauper who
was once wealthy, and Hillel would

also hire a slave to run before him.
Once, Hillel didn’t find a slave to
hire, so Hillel ran for threemil

before the pauper."

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l asked,
why did Hillel HaZaken do this?
Wasn't this a disgrace to his Torah?
Is it permitted for a Torah scholar to

disgrace himself so much?

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz derived
from this an essential lesson: Our
fellow man's needs should be so
important, until it is almost on the
level of pikuach nefesh. If the
pauper's life would be in danger,
Hillel would certainly be permitted
to run before him to save his life.
We should treat all our fellow man's
needs with almost the same concern.

LaddersLaddersLaddersLadders totototo thethethethe SkySkySkySky

The Torah tells us that, "Kalev
silenced the nation… and he said,
'we will go up [to Eretz Yisrael]'"

(13:30).

Rashi writes, "We will go up! Even
if Eretz Yisrael is in heaven and
[Moshe] tells us to erect ladders to

go up there, we will succeed..."

A person can reach amazing heights;
he can even reach the heavens, since
each mitzvah propels us higher and
higher. Each good deed raises us,
elevates us, and brings us to levels

we didn’t know were possible.
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The trick is to compareavodas
Hashem to a ladder. How does one
climb a ladder? Rung by rung. In
the same way, we do one good
deed, and then another, and when
we look down we will see how far

we climbed.

It is known that the beis medresh of
the Sfas Emes burned down, and the
Sfas Emes wanted to know the
source of the fire. He was told it was
caused by a lit cigarette that was
dropped in the attic. The Sfas Emes
exclaimed, "If a small fire can create
such a large conflagration, how
much good can come from a drop of

fire of Torah and mitzvos."

The Gemara (Succah52) says that in
the future, Hashem will slaughter the
yetzer harain front of the tzaddikim
and resha'im. The resha'im will see
the yetzer hara[appearing] like a
hair, the tzaddikim will see the
yetzer hara like a mountain. Why
will the yetzer hara appear

differently to each of them?

One explanation is that the
tzaddikim viewed each mitzvah and
test as being momentous and
massive like a mountain. When they
had the opportunity to do a mitzvah,
they thought, if I can do this
mitzvah, I will earn so much. When
they were tested and tempted to sin,
they thought, if I can overcome
temptation, I will earn merits large

like a mountain.

They saw each deed to be so
significant, therefore, at the end of
days, theyetzer hara, which tried to
prevent them from doing these deeds

will appear like a mountain.

In contrast, theresha'im saw their
good deeds as being insignificant,
like a single hair. They didn’t
conquer eachyetzer hara, and they
didn’t grasp every opportunity.It is
only a hairbreadth of a difference
they would say and that was their
downfall. Therefore, in the future
they will see the yetzer hara

appearing like a hair.4444

4. The following is a story of a Yid who considered each sin to be as severe as
a great mountain.

Reb Menachem Eisenbach zt"l had a wholesale business for tashmishei kedushah
(Judaica) in Yerushalayim. In that era there were no telephones, and he didn’t own
a car. He would walk from store to store asking what they needed, tefillin, mezuzos,
taleisim, Chanukah menorah's, etc. and he would fill their orders.
Some of the stores that he dealt with were on Rechov Yaffo, and the tznius on
those streets wasn't as it should be. One day he informed the storeowners that he
wasn't coming to them anymore. If they still wanted to buy from him, they should
come to his store in Meah She'arim.
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It is written ...éìâø äáéùàå éëøã éúáùç.
The Beis Ahron explains,éëøã éúáùç,
every good deed that I do was very
áåùç (important) to me. Therefore,
éìâø äáéùàå, I was able to change my
úåìéâø, my habits. When a person
realizes that every mitzvah that he
does is precious and special, he will
be motivated to do many good
deeds, until he will change his
ways and act in the manner that a

Yid should.5555

Someone asked Reb Zundel Kroiser
zt'l, "What can I do to improve?
What kabalahshould I undertake?"

Reb Kroiser advised him to study
one more minute of Torah a day.
"When your time for learning is up,
just stay and study for one more

minute."

The man said, "The day has
twenty-four hours. What value is
just one minute of Torah?"
Reb Zundel Kroiser told him that
halachah proves the value of even
just a minute. On the fifteenth of
Av, we are obligated to increase
Torah study at night, because the
nights are beginning to become
longer. But how much longer is the

After taking this stance, he wondered whether he did the right thing. He was very
close to the rav of Yerushalayim, the Minchas Yitzchak zt"l (he would come to his
home almost every day to fix things) so he asked the Minchas Yitzchak whether
he was correct in taking this courageous step. "Very soon, I will be making
chasunos for my children. Perhaps I shouldn’t have cut my contacts so quickly?"
The Minchas Yitzchak replied, "If you would have asked me beforehand, I don’t
know whether I would advise you to do so, but now that you've done it, I will daven
for you."
The family of the Minchas Yitzchak relates that he was very impressed by this
story. He admired Reb Menachem Eisanbach's mesirus nefesh.
(Sometime later, Reb Menachem opened a store that sold yarmulkas on Ashturi
HaParchi St. Interesting to note, almost every day a non-religious yid came to his
store to buy a yarmulke. It was because the Rachmistrifka Rebbe zt"l, Rebbe
Yisrael Mordechai, would rebuke taxi drivers for not covering their head, and he
advised them to buy a yarmulke in the store on Ashturi HaParchi St.)
5. The Beis Ahron concludes, "The first prayer one should say is that he

should forget all the foolishness that he did in his youth, so he won't fall
into depression."
The Yesod HaAvodah explained the passuk, אעבור  ברגלי דבר אין רק  (Bamidbar 20:19).
דבר  אין ,רק  there is nothing greater, אעבור  ,ברגלי when one overcomes his ragilus,
his habits.
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night today than it was yesterday on
the 14th of Av? Only about a
minute longer. So we see the value

of one minute of Torah."

In this week'sparashah, it saysøáãîá
åúåîé íùå åîúé äæä (14:35). åîúé and åúåîé
have the same letters, onlyåîúé is
read with ataf, and åúåîé is read with
a saf. The difference between asaf
and a taf is a small drop of ink
inside the letter. Rebbe Pinchas of
Koritz zt"l taught that this implies
that with a small drop of
improvement we can leaveåúåîé,
death, and come to the level ofåîúé,
perfection. The small individual

deeds make the difference.

This is also true about Torah study.
There are people who are fortunate
because they are able to study many
hours each day. But there are others
who do not have this privilege. We
must know that each moment of
Torah builds us, raises us, and
makes us intotalmidei chachamim.
We shouldn’t think that one minute

of Torah is insignificant. Each
morsel of knowledge accumulates

and becomes more and more.6666

And even if one cannot finish
everything, this shouldn’t deter him

from accomplishing what he can.

To teach this lesson, the Midrash
(Yalkut Shimoni Devarim863) tells
the following mashal: A king had a
gigantic pit, and he asked his court
to fill it. Workers were hired, and
they came to the site. The foolish
workers among them said, 'This is
an impossible task. It is impossible
to fill this pit.' The wise workers
said, 'What difference does that
make to me? I was hired to work,
and I get paid by the day. I am
happy that I have work …'"
Similarly, Hashem gave us the Torah
to study and the mitzvos to keep.
Even if the task is beyond our
abilities, that shouldn’t bother us,
because we were hired to do as
much as we can, and we will be
rewarded for whatever we can do.

6. In the beginning of the parashah, Rashi writes חשיבות  לשון שבמקרא אנשים .כל  This
can mean אנשים ,כל  every yid, ,שבמקרא  when he studies Torah, חשיבות  ,לשון he

is very important and special Above. As Rashi writes היו כשרים שעה  ,באותה  at that
time [when they are learning Torah] they are kosher and special to Hashem.
The Gemara says, "When the aron Elokim was being brought [in a wagon pulled]
by cows, the cows began to sing shirah, songs to Hashem" (Avodah Zarah 24).
The Chidushei HaRim zt'l taught that this implies that when one carries the yoke
of Torah, even if he is on a low level (as cows certainly are) he is worthy of singing
songs to Hashem.
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TimeTimeTimeTime

The main thing is to be careful
with time, and to utilize it for
serving Hashem. The Imrei Emes
zt"l explained, the packaging is
always far less expensive than the
item it holds. For example, when a
person buys jewelry, the jewelry
may cost thousands of dollars, but
the bag that holds it costs a few
pennies. The Imrei Emes explained,
it is customary to give a gold
watch to achasan. The gold is the
casing, holding time. If the casing
is so precious, certainly time is far

more valuable.7777

The Minchas Yitzchak, the Rav of
Yerushalayim, zt"l, would speak
pilpul and drush by shalash seudos.
Often, people speakmussar and
chassidus by the third Shabbos meal,

but he preferred to speak deep
lessons in halachah, anddrushimon
the parashah.
Someone asked him to also speak
mussar by shalash seudos, and he
humbly replied, "Who am I, that I

should speak mussar?"

But the next week, by shalash
seudos, he repeated amashal from
the Chovas HaLevavos (Shaar
HaTeshuvah10) and from then on,
his family say, he would often repeat

this mashal.

The Chovas HaLevavos writes the
following mashal, which he writes,
was told by scholars years before
him:
Someone wanted to cross a river.
How can he do this? He had many
coins, so he decided that he would
throw the coins into the river. The

7. Someone asked the Brisker Rav (the Gri'z zt"l) a riddle: "I have two watches.
One of them is broken, and it doesn’t move at all. The other one moves, but

it is always slow and off. Which watch is better?"
"What do you think?" the Brisker Rav asked him.
The man said, "I think that the watch that never works is better, because it tells
the correct at least time twice a day. The other watch is always telling the wrong
time."
The Brisker Rav replied, "I think that the watch that moves slowly is a better watch.
It is at least moving. A watch that doesn’t move isn't a watch at all."
(The scholars of Brisk would occasionally ask riddles like this, to sharpen their
minds for Torah study.)
The lesson that is important for us now is that a person should be moving places,
in avodas Hashem. Even if he is slow and only taking small steps, he can be
considered an oved Hashem. However, if he doesn’t move at all, he isn't an oved
Hashem at all.
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coins would create a platform for
him to step on and cross over the
river. He threw all of his coins into
the water, and he was up to his last
coin, and he realized that his plan
didn’t work. The river was still high
above the coins. He took this last
coin and paid a sailor to bring him
across the river in a boat. The sailor
did so, and as it turned out, the man
didn’t lose out. His plan didn’t work
out as he thought it would, but in the

end, he got to the other side.

This mashal reminds people that
even if we lost a lot, with the last
bit, we can earn everything that we
need. It is possible to doteshuvah,

even by the last breath.

We should therefore value the
preciousness of time, because we

can earn so much every moment.

TzitzisTzitzisTzitzisTzitzis

The Torah saysìë úà íúøëæå åúà íúéàøå
'ã úåöî, "You will see it and you will
remember all of Hashem's

mitzvos…" (Bamidbar 15:39).

The Tur writes, "It is proper that
everyone should be careful with the
mitzvah of tzitzis; to own a garment
with tzitzis and to wear it all day,
because the main purpose of the

mitzvah is to remind us to do the
mizvos, and we need this reminder

all the time…"

How do tzitzis remind us to keep the
mitzvos? The Tur writes, "When
someone tells his friend to do
something, he ties something onto
his belt to remind him…" (siman24)
Similarly, the tzitzis remind people

to keep the mitzvos.8888

The Alshich HaKadosh compares it
to someone who ties a string around
his finger, to remind him of what he
needs to do. In very rational ways,
the tzitzis helps people remember

the mitzvos.

But then the Alshich asks, so why is
that people wear tzitzis, but it

doesn’t help them to remember?

He explains that the tzitzis isn't a
segulah for memory, it is a
reminder. When one puts the tzitzis
on in the morning, he should think,
I am putting on tzitzis to remember
the mitzvos. Every time he looks at
the tzitzis, he should think,this is
reminding me to do Hashem's will.
By doing so, it will remind him to
keep the mitzvos. But if he will put
on the tzitzis without a thought, it

will not have any affect at all.

8. The Beis Yisrael (of Gur) zy"a added that this is the reason the tzitzis hang
on all four corners of the garment. Whichever direction one looks, he has a

reminder of who he is, and of what is expected of him.
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He tells amashal:

Someone once tied a string around
his finger without thinking why he
was doing so. After some time, he
recalled that there was something
important that he needed to
remember, but he forgot what it was.
"Why isn't the string helping me
remember?" he asks. "I tied a string
on my finger, but it isn't helping."

People laughed at him and
explained, "The string around your
finger will only help you when you
know why you tied it. But if you
never knew why you tied the string
on your finger, how can it help you?
It isn't a segulah for memory, it is

a reminder."

The Or HaChaim HaKadosh adds
another dimension: He explains that
tzitzis are a sign of slavery, a
symbol that we are enslaved to
Hashem. Slaves often wear chains to
remind them that they are slaves.
Often, on the chain is embossed with
the owner's personal emblem, so the
slave will always remember to
whom he belongs. Similarly, we
wear tzitzis, a sign of our slavery,
and the halachos of tzitzis represent
Hashem's emblem. When we look at
the tzitzis, we are reminded that we
are Hashem's servants, and we

should do His will.

The Or HaChaim writes, "When

people will look at the sign of
their slavery, they will take heart
that they are not free men who can
do whatever they want regarding
their food, clothing, speech and all
other deeds. They will be like
slaves who are constantly afraid
from their master. They will stand
when their Master tells them to
stand and do everything that

Hashem commands….

"Now we understand why Hashem
commanded that tzitzis should be
placed on a four corner garment,
and not on a three or five corner
garment. The tzitzis signify that we
are slaves… The symbol should also
define toWhomwe are enslaved. As
this is done by the kings around the
world, when each king brands their
identifying emblem onto their
slaves, so it will be known to whom
the slave belongs. Therefore
Hashem decreed that our sign of
slavery should be on a four corner
garment, to clarify that our master
is the Creator of the four corners of

the earth…

"The tzitzis are white, because this
is a sign of Hashem, whose
attributes are mercy and goodness,
represented by the color white…"

The Or HaChaim writes that this
reminder is essential. Without it, it
would be impossible to serve
Hashem. Thepassuk says that the
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purpose of the tzitzis is, "velo sasuru
acharei livavchem veacharei
eineichem— so you will not stray
after your eyes and after your heart."

The Or HaChaim writes, "The eyes
desire what it sees. The King
[Hashem] decrees that we should do
contrary to our natural inclinations,
to hate physicality. Without this
reminder from the badge of slavery,
it would be impossible for people to
accomplish this. The badge helps
them to act contrary to the will of

his eyes and heart…"

The Gemara (Menachos 44.) tells
the renowned story, about a person
who was extremely careful with the
mitzvah of tzitzis. Once, when he
was about to commit an extremely
severe sin, his tzitzis smacked him
in his face, and prevented him

from sinning.

The woman asked, "What did you
see wrong with me?"

He answered, "I swear, I never saw
a woman as beautiful as you,
however, Hashem our G-d gave us a
mitzvah called tzitzis. About tzitzis,
it says twice in the Torah,ani
Hashem Elokeichem, which means,
'I am the One Who punishes, and I

am the One Who rewards'…"

We derive from this Gemara that
when one is careful with the mitzvah
of tzitzis, it will prevent him from

sin. One should keep the mitzvah
properly, and with love and joy, and
then its segulosof prevention from

sin will certainly transpire.

To demonstrate an example of the
love thatklal Yisrael has for tzitzis,

we share the following story:

After the Holocaust, many Yidden
lived in displaced persons/transition

camps.

One camp had 150 people. The
Klausenberger Rebbe had one tallis
kattan, which arrived from America.
Everyone gathered around the rebbe;
they hadn't performed this mitzvah
for so long, and they all wanted the
opportunity. The Rebbe told them
that they would make agorel [draw

lots] to decide who would get it.

Reb Mendel, a Gerer chassid, ripped
the back of his clothing in a way
that obligated him to wear tzitzis. He
showed the Rebbe his ripped
clothing and said, "My garment now
has four corners, so I am obligated
from the Torah to wear tzitzis.
Therefore, I should receive it."
The Rebbe was impressed by his
mesirus nefesh, but he still couldn’t
give him the tzitzis, because
everyone present also desired the
tzitzis. "We will see," the rebbe told
him. "Perhaps you will win the
gorel?"

He did.
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It happened that an only son, from a
G-d fearing family, went off the
derech, and wanted to marry a
gentile woman. The father was
devastated and threw his son out of
his house. Sometimes, he would see
his son on the street. "Drop your
fiancé and come back home," he
would say. "Do you enjoy being
homeless? I pity you. You hardly
have anything to eat. Just drop this
nonsense, and come home to us."

The son would reply, "I'd rather
roam the streets, as long as I can

marry this gentile woman."

The parents went to their rebbe,
Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy'a,
and expressed their anguish. The
Rebbe wanted to speak with their

son directly.

The son readily agreed to speak
with the Rebbe. He was raised in a
chassidic home, and he had respect
for rebbes, despite the path he chose
in his life. He told his parents, "I
will go to the Rebbe, and I even
agree to do whatever he says,
except to cancel the marriage. No
matter what he says, I will never

cancel the wedding."

The Rebbe spoke with the son about
various topics. When he began
broaching the subject of the
marriage, thebachur said, "I will do
whatever you request, but I am not

calling the wedding off."
The rebbe told him, "I won't stop
you, and I want your father to attend

the wedding."

The father cringed when he heard
this.

But there was one condition. The
Rebbe said, "I want you to wear a
tallis kattan under your clothing by

the wedding."

It was a tiny sacrifice, and he was
willing to make it. Especially since
this would bring his father to his

wedding.

At the wedding, the gentiles began
to drink, and as can be expected,
they drank too much. The groom
wasn't accustomed to drinking; he
was brought up in a Jewish home.
But they encouraged him to drink as
well, and he couldn’t resist their
requests. The drinking made him
hot. He took off his jacket and
unbuttoned his shirt, and his tzitzis

were prominently seen by all.

"He fooled us," the crowd reeled.
"He is still living as a Jew!"

They began beating him. The father
was there and when he saw what
was happening, he quickly whisked
his son out of the hall, away from
danger. If the father wouldn’t have
been there, the groom's life would
be in jeopardy. (That was the reason



14141414 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- ShelachShelachShelachShelach

the rebbe insisted that the father
should be present by the wedding.)
Once again, the mitzvah of tzitzis
saved a yid from sin. This happens
constantly but we aren't always
aware of it. When we keep the
mitzvah with joy, and certainly
when we think about the message of
the tzitzis, it will always protect us

from sin.9999

HeartHeartHeartHeart andandandand SoulSoulSoulSoul

The Chasam Sofer zt"l traveled with
a student to a city that needed a rav,

and he advised them to accept his
student for the position. In the end,
however, the city accepted someone

else to lead them.

It was somewhat surprising that they
didn’t heed the Chasam Sofer's
counsel, especially since the person
they chose wasn't an outstanding
talmid chacham. (He was atalmid
chacham, but not exceptional.) The
Chasam Sofer said to his student, "I
cannot compete with his tears." The
Chasam Sofer understood that the

9. Years ago, a non-religious yid, confined to a wheelchair, would often pass by
a chassidic school in Tel Aviv, and would stop to speak with the children. The

young students tried to convince him to be more religious and they spoke to him
about emunah. The non-religious man would say “Don’t speak to me about
emunah, because I believe in Hashem more than you do.”
And he told them the following story:
“When I was young, I wanted to join the army. My father brought me to Rebbe
Yissacher Dov of Belz zt'l. The Rebbe told me, 'You want to go to the army, o.k.
But on the condition that you will keep Shabbos.'
"The Rebbe pointed to a pair of crutches that were in his room, and said, 'Just
before, someone came into this room walking with these crutches. I told him to
leave the room without them. I told him that he doesn’t need them anymore.
However, if you will not keep Shabbos, these crutches are waiting for you…'
“I went to the army, and although I wasn’t very religious, I always kept Shabbos.
After serving in the army during WWII, I came to Eretz Yisrael, and was a general
in the Six Day War. When the war ended, I was invited to tour the new borders
that were created after the war. I heard that the tour was going to be also on
Shabbos, but I didn’t think too much about it, and I joined the group.
“Friday afternoon I was riding together with the group in a tank. It was getting late.
Shabbos was coming, but I pushed the thought out of my mind. Immediately when
night fell, the door of my tank opened, I fell out and broke both feet. Since then,
I am in crutches. So don’t speak to me about emunah. If anyone believes, it is I.”
The children asked him that if he believes, why he doesn’t keep the mitzvos. He
replied, “the treifa hartz!” His impure heart didn’t permit him to act as a Jew should.
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other candidate davened and pleaded
to Hashem to be hired, and his
requests were accepted in heaven.

On a Shabbos afternoon, someone
came to a beis medresh, and he
found a yid saying Tehillim
fervently, with all his heart and soul.
He was inspired, so he also began to
say someTehillim in this emotional
manner. When he saw that the man
finished saying Tehillim, he went
over to him and said, "By the way
you saidTehillim, it seems that you
are going through a hard time.
Maybe you want to speak about it?"

He replied, "I have a very special
daughter, she has all qualities
possible, but I am unable to find a
shidduch for her because I don’t
have money. During the week, I
hardly see her, because I am out of
the house all week, earning a living.
But on Shabbos, I am home, and I
see my older daughter, and I feel so
sorry for her. Therefore, every
Shabbos immediately after the
seudah, I go to beis medresh and
pour my heart out to Hashem. I pray
that she find herbashertvery soon."

"I also have an older child at
home,too," said the other. "He is a
talmid chacham, has goodmiddos
and yiras shamayim, but I also can't
find a shidduchfor him, since I too
don't have money. Perhaps we
should bemishadechtogether? You

have a good daughter, I have a good
son. We are both poor. Let the
children marry, without obligating
us to pay a dowry." The shidduch

went through.

The Chofetz Chaim repeated this
episode to his family, oneshalash
seudos, and concluded, "From this
couple, four great gedolim were
born. One was the Ktzos
HaChoshen, another was the Baal
Kuntras HaSfeikos, zy"a. And from
this story, we learn the power of
tefillah with all the heart and soul. A
person who davens like that, his

tefillos will be answered"

The Baal Shem Tov zy"a and his
students once came to the home of
a poor couple. The Baal Shem Tov
sent his students to ask the
baalabuste for something to eat.
She replied, "All I have is a little
bit of cheese and some dry bread,
and I'm saving it for my husband,
who is working hard, chopping

wood in the forest."

The Baal Shem Tov said to his
students, "Tell her that I'm hungry,
and I want her to give me this food."
When the baalabuste heard the
request, she couldn’t say no. She
gave the stale bread and cheese to
the Baal Shem Tov, and he ate it.
Then the Baal Shem Tov asked for
a place to sleep. She said, "All I
have is a little straw, and it's for my
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husband." The Baal Shem Tov said
that he was very tired, and he
needed to sleep, so thebaalabuste

gave him the straw.

Later that night, her husband came
home, tired and hungry.

"I’m sorry," his wife said. "The
Rebbe asked for your supper, and I

had to give it to him."

Since there was nothing to eat, he
figured that he might as well go to
sleep. His wife told him that she

gave the straw away as well.

The husband walked outside, raised
his tearful eyes to heaven, and said,
"Father in Heaven! I don’t have food
to eat; I don’t have where to sleep.
I don’t have anything. Have mercy
on me! Support me! I cannot handle

this poverty any longer..."

Later that night, the Baal Shem
Tov and his students continued on

their way.

A few months later, the Baal Shem
Tov with his students came back to
this couple's home. It looked totally
different. Previously their home was
nothing more than a broken shack,
and now it was a beautiful house.
The Baal Shem Tov asked his
students whether they recognized the
owner of this house. They
recognized him, but now he was

obviously wealthy. Thebaal habayis
was very happy with the Baal Shem
Tov's visit, and he honored him
immensely. This time he was able to
prepare a table filled with good
foods for the Baal Shem Tov and his
students. The Baal Shem Tov said to
him, "Tell us your story, how you
became rich, and then I will tell you

my version of what happened."

The man said, "A few years ago, I
used to sell wine, and earned a fine
reputation. But times changed, and I
wasn't earning a living on my wine
business, so I began chopping wood
for a few pennies, instead. At least
there would be food on the table.

"On the day after you came to visit
our home, things began to change.
The poritz's butler came to my
house, and requested wine. He said
that theporitz was throwing a huge
party in his home, and he needed a

barrel of wine.

"I told the butler, 'You know that
I don’t make wine anymore. I've
closed down the wine business

long ago.'

"But the butler didn’t let up; he
continued to ask for wine. So I took
him to my cellar, to show him that
all the wine barrels were empty.
The butler noticed that one of the
barrels was half full, and he wanted

to buy it.
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"I told him that it wasn't for sale. I
needed this wine for Kiddush and
Havdalah. The butler begged for
even just a drop of wine. So I
poured a little wine into one of the
empty barrels, and then I filled it up
with water, and the butler took it.
Hashem placed the scent of Gan
Eden into the barrel, because when
the poritz tasted it, he loved it, and
he ordered many more barrels of this
wine. So I put a few more drops of
wine into several barrels, filled them
with water, and sold them for an
exaggerated price. Theporitz paid
the price in full, because he loved
the wine so much.
"People heard that theporitz was
buying my wine, so many people
began to come. In a short while, I
became very wealthy," the man

concluded.

"Now I will tell you my version of
the story," the Baal Shem Tov told
him. "A few years ago, Heaven
decreed that you should become
wealthy, only there was a condition;
you needed to daven sincerely for it
to occur, but you weren't davening.
You were managing more or less
with your meager portion, and you

never asked Hashem for more,
therefore you didn’t get it. Two
Rosh Hashanahs passed and you
weren't asking for wealth. The Satan
said to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 'Since
he isn't davening for the wealth, it is
time to take this potential gift away

from him.'

"But I [the Baal Shem Tov] said,
"Let the poor man remain with his
potential gift. I will cause him to cry
and pray forparnassah.' I came to
your home, ate your bread and
cheese, took away your straw, and
my intention was to cause you to
pray. I succeeded. You went outside
and prayed from the depths of your
heart. Immediately after you prayed
with all your heart and soul, your
mazal changed, and you became
wealthy. You received the wealth

that was due you."

There is praying, and there is
praying. This poor man certainly
prayed for parnassah, he went to
shul every day, but this was
sufficient. The idealtefillah should
be with all one's concentration, heart
and soul, and then it will certainly

be effective.
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