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ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה, אחלקם “ 49:7

 ”ביעקב ואפיצם בישראל

“Accursed is their rage for it is intense, and their wrath 

for it is harsh; I will separate them within Yaakov, and I 

will disperse them in Yisroel.”  Yaakov’s life in this world is coming to an 

end.  He has his family gather together to give them all Brochos.  Yaakov 

groups together Shimon and Levi and discusses their rage, and that they 

murdered people.  Then he says, “Accursed is their rage…”  Yaakov is 

supposed to be blessing his children – the holy Shevatim.  Why does 

Yaakov speak this way to Shimon and Levi, and is there any Brocha to be 

found in his words for these two children?  The following Divrei Torah 

will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

“ 49:5 – אמרי שפר  כלי חמס מכרתיהם, שמעון ולוי אחים ” – 

“Shimon and Levi are brothers, their weaponry is a stolen craft.”  Did we 

not know that they were brothers that we need to be told this?  Rather 

it says they were brothers to extol their praise that they demonstrated 

love and brotherhood.  It was because of their loyalty to their familial 

bonds, that they took revenge upon those who disgraced their sister, 

Dinah.   

“ 49:6 אמרי שפר  כי ,בסדם אל תבא נפשי בקהלם אל תחד כבדי

ם הרגו איש וברצנם עקרו שורבאפ ” – “Into their conspiracy, may my soul 

not enter!  With their congregation, do not join, O my honor! For in their 

rage they murdered people and at their whim they hamstrung an ox.” 

After Shechem violated their sister, Dinah, they wanted revenge.  

Shechem wanted to marry Dinah.  Shimon and Levi told Shechem that if 

the entire city were to have a Bris Milah, then they would allow 

Shechem to marry Dinah.  Shechem and his father, Chamor, acquiesced, 

and had all the men of the city get a Bris Milah.  The third day after their 

Bris Milah, the day that a person is very weak after having a Bris Milah, 

Shimon and Levi went to the city and killed all the men.  What was 

wrong with Shimon and Levi’s actions, considering what Shechem had 

done?  Being that they did have a Bris Milah, although it was not 

performed Lishma, their action of Shelo Lishma may eventually have 

brought them to perform actions Lishma – for the sake of Hashem.  

Perhaps they all would have done Teshuva for their evil actions and 

turned to the path of Hashem with all of their hearts, as we see by 

Avrohom, “את הנפש אשר עשו בחרן.”  Therefore Yaakov says about 

them, “חמס” – they stole this opportunity from the people of Shechem.   

 – ”ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה“ 49:7 – אמרי שפר 

Perhaps Yaakov did not even curse the anger of Shimon and Levi, rather 

he was cursing he who is accursed, Shechem – for Shechem was from 

Kna’an, and the Posuk says they are accursed.   

 – ”ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה“ 49:7 - מדרש הבאור 

Yaakov cursed the anger of Shimon and Levi, and not Shimon and Levi 

themselves, for it was their anger which was the cause for their actions.   

 This is not – ”ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה“ 49:7 - חזקוני 

a curse that Yaakov was giving Shimon and Levi, rather it was a Brocha.  

He was blessing them that their anger should not win over them, so that 

they not become people who are רגזנים, bad-tempered.   

ג"רלב   Yaakov did – ”ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה“ 49:7 - 

not curse Shimon and Levi, rather he cursed their evil nature, so that 

they should be able to turn away from it.   

יהודה החסיד' ר   – 49:7 “ עקב ואפיצם בישראלאחלקם בי ” – 

Yaakov was telling Shimon and Levi, that due to their abundant wisdom, 

importance, and prowess, they were going to be spread amongst the 

entire Klal Yisroel so that they would be able to help Klal Yisroel with 

their wisdom, giving them advice, and the strength to overcome their 

inner battles.   This was a big Zechus for Shimon and Levi to help all of 

Klal Yisroel.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 49:5 “ כלי חמס , שמעון ולוי אחים

 Shimon and Levi share a character trait that would have – ”מכרתיהם

qualified them to assume the future leadership of Klal Yisroel.  They are 

 they displayed a highly developed sense of brotherhood. Free – ”אחים“

from any selfish motive, they reacted to a wrong done to the least 

important member of the family as though they themselves had been 

the victims.  However, “כלי חמס מכרתיהם.”  To achieve their goal, they 

used dishonest methods.  In what appeared to be a peaceful and 

friendly agreement, they imposed conditions upon Shechem, and they 

converted it into instruments of brutality.  Other nations have adopted 

the principle that any action is legitimate as long as it serves the interest 

of the nation.  Acts of cunning and violence that would be punished by 

ostracism or execution if practiced by an individual for selfish gain are 

rewarded with laurels and civic honors if they are committed for what is 

alleged to be the welfare of the nation.  The laws of morality apply only 

in private life, whereas in politics and diplomacy, the only recognized law 

is that of national self-interest.  Here, the last will and testament on 

which the Jewish people was founded pronounces a curse on cunning 

and violence, even if they are used for the nation’s most legitimate 

interests and it sets down for all time the doctrine – even in public life 

and in the promotion of the common good, that not only must the ends 

be pure, but so must the means.   

ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי “ 49:7 – מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

אחלקם ביעקב ואפיצם בישראל, קשתה ” – What is the difference between 

the words, “אחלקם” and “אפיצם” – “separate and disperse?”  The 

previous Posuk says the words, “אפם” and “עברתם” – loosely translated 

as “anger and wrath.” The Arizal explains the difference between these 

two.  The nature of a Yid is to have Rachmanus, mercy, upon others.  

However, there are times that mercy is not warranted, and anger is 

appropriate.  Some examples are if someone is not taking his learning of 

the Torah seriously, and is being Mevatel his time, or is not Davening 

with Kavanah. One must become angry – to use this anger for the honor 

of Hashem, so that he act in the proper manner. The anger of Shimon 

and Levi was too great, and went beyond the boundaries of anger 

appropriate for Klal Yisroel.  Therefore, Yaakov Avinu said that the anger 

and wrath should be spread out amongst Klal Yisroel, so that it only be 

used in the service of Hashem.  With this we can understand the 

difference between “אחלקם” and “אפיצם.”   The name Yisroel is a higher 

level than the name Yaakov.  The name Yisroel refers to Klal Yisroel after 

their souls are filled with Torah and Mitzvos, and they do not need the 

Midah of anger to help them in their Avodas Hashem.  The name Yaakov 

says that they are not yet on this lofty level, and therefore they have 

more of a need for the Midah of anger.  “אחלקם” means to separate into 

pieces, while “אפיצם” means to completely disperse, like into small 

sparks.  “אחלקם ביעקב” – For those who are on the level of Yaakov, a 

lower level, they need “pieces” of anger to help ignite themselves in 

their Avodas Hashem.  While “ואפיצם בישראל” for those on the level of 

Yisroel, they only need “sparks” of anger in their Avodas Hashem.   

י"רש   – 49:5 “ לי חמס מכרתיהםכ ” – This craft of murder, is in 

Klal Yisroel’s possession by theft.  Eisav received this as a blessing from 

Yaakov Avinu, and Shimon and Levi robbed him of this.   

איזהו חכם “ Avos 4:1 – ”כלי חמס מכרתיהם“ 49:5 - יצב אברהם 

  ”.Who is the wise one, he who learns from all people“ – ”הלומד מכל אדם

This means that even inferior Middos can be learned from others in the 

use of Avodas Hashem.  Brochos 54a – “ בשני יצריך –בכל לבבך  ” – “With 

all of your hearts – with both of your Yetzer’s; Yetzer HaTov and Yetzer 

HaRa.” Even Middos from the Yetzer HaRa can be utilized in the service 

of Hashem.  Perhaps there is a Remez to this here in the Posuk.  The 

Roshei Taivos of the words, “כלי חמס מכרתיהם” are “חכם.”  Who is wise, 

he who steals – utilizes the Middos of the Yetzer HaRa, in his Avodas 

Hashem.    

 – ”כי באפם הרגו איש וברצנם עקרו שור“ 49:6 – חתם סופר 

Yaakov Avinu was reducing the severity of his children’s transgressions.  

Yaakov was explaining that when Shimon and Levi massacred the men of 

the city of Shechem, it was done because of their anger, and was not 

premeditated.  They had only planned on dealing with the “ox” – a 

reference to Shechem himself, the leader of the town who had 

perpetrated the act against their sister.  “ברצנם” – When they were in 

control of their emotions, the only one they sought to kill was Shechem.  
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However, “באפם” – because of their intense anger, they killed “איש” the 

entire city, as if they were killing only one man.   

“ 49:7 - חתם סופר   אחלקם, ארור אפם כי עז ועברתם כי קשתה

 Yaakov Avinu was saying that he would spread – ”ביעקב ואפיצם בישראל

out the anger that they had amongst all of the Shevatim.  Anger and 

rage are not necessarily a bad thing, and at times it is needed.  Shimon 

and Levi exhibited excessive rage and anger, and that was not good.  

Yaakov wanted this Midah to be spread out amongst all of the Shevatim, 

so that there would be a good amount of anger amongst Klal Yisroel.   

“ 49:5 - דברי שאול  כלי חמס מכרתיהם, שמעון ולוי אחים ” – 

Yaakov called Shimon and Levi brothers, and in doing so was rebuking 

them for what they had done in the incident of their sister, Dinah.  

When Yaakov told them that they had acted wrongfully and condemned 

them for their actions, they defended themselves by saying that they 

were being loyal to their sister; they were acting for her sake (34:31).  

Yaakov did not say anything further, so we can deduce that at the time 

he accepted their answer.  However, after they sold their brother Yosef 

into slavery, it undermined their defense, for if they were so concerned 

about their siblings, how could they have acted in that way towards their 

brother?  The incident with Yosef proved that their sole motivation in 

killing the people of Shechem was not only for the sake of their sister, 

but also because they had some tendency towards violence.  Yaakov 

rebuked them here, telling them that they took Middos from Eisav – 

Middos which should not be by the children of Yaakov.   

 ”בסדם אל תבא נפשי בקהלם אל תחד כבדי“ 49:6 – מאור ושמש 

– Is it possible that Yaakov Avinu did not Bentch these two holy 

Shevatim, Shimon and Levi?  While Yaakov did give a general Brocha to 

all, nonetheless, he gave all the rest Brochos individually.  Yet we don’t 

seem to see anywhere in these Pesukim, when he speaks to Shimon and 

Levi, that he gave them a Brocha.  The way of a true Eved Hashem is to 

find his weaknesses in his Avodas Hashem, and humble himself because 

of them.  He seeks the small sins he transgresses, and makes them into a 

big deal in his mind, for he wants to be perfect in his Avodas Hashem.  

Therefore, when people come to him he is angry; he is upset at himself 

for his shortcomings in his Avodas Hashem.  This person cannot be with 

other people, for they are always angry.  This is not the correct way to 

act, for one must always be pleasant with other people. Shimon and Levi 

were holy people, and were so upset at the smallest infractions on their 

level.  “עז“ – ”ארור אפם כי עז” refers to Torah – it was because of their 

Torah, their Avodas Hashem, that they were angry.  Yaakov gave them a 

Brocha that they should be able to be spread out amongst Klal Yisroel.  

They were meticulous in their Avodas Hashem, yet they were not able to 

live amongst others, and did not serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu through 

Simcha, the way one is truly to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They 

received a Brocha from Yaakov that they should live amongst Klal 

Yisroel, which would mean that they would serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with Simcha – which is the most exalted way to serve Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.   

“ 49:5 - פני דוד  כלי חמס מכרתיהם, שמעון ולוי אחים ” – The 

Medrash says that they were brothers to Dinah, but not brothers to 

Yosef.  The Medrash seems to be saying that being that they acted like 

brothers to Dinah, they certainly should have acted as brothers to Yosef.  

Why is this so? Targum Yonason Ben Uziel says in Parshas Vayeitzai that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu heard the Tefilos of Leah that her sister, Rochel, 

should have at least two Shevatim like the maidservants, Bilah and 

Zilpah.  Leah and Rochel were pregnant at the time: Leah with Yosef, and 

Rochel with Dinah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu took the fetus which would be 

Yosef, and placed him into Rochel, and placed the fetus which would be 

Dinah and placed her into Leah. We see here that Yosef was really their 

brother from their father and mother, while Dinah was only their sister 

from their father.  Yaakov was bewildered how they did not take care of 

their full brother, Yosef, when even for their half sister, Dinah, they did 

whatever they could for her.  

 The people of – ”ארור אפם כי עז“ 49:7 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

Shechem deserved to be killed, for B’nei Noach are commanded against 

what they did to Dinah as part of the Sheva Mitzvos B’nei Noach.  

Shechem did the despicable act, and they all knew about it, yet were 

quiet (Rambam: Hilchos Melachim 9:14) and they were all Chayiv Misa.  

Nonetheless, Shimon and Levi acted with excessive rage for they killed 

even the children and took the women as captives.    

 One“ – ”קשה לכעוס ונוח לרצות חסיד“ Avos 5:11 – רבינו יונה 

who it is difficult for him to become angry, and easy for him to be 

appeased is a Chasid – pious.” A Chasid, who refrains from anger, is not 

exempt from becoming angry at the wicked.  Tehillim 139:21 “ הלא

ובתקוממיך אתקוטט, אשנא' משנאך ד ” – “For indeed those who hate You 

Hashem, I hate them, and with those who rise up against You, I quarrel.”  

One must stand up for Kovod Shomayim, and there it is appropriate and 

an obligation from one to become angry.   

 There – ”קשה לכעוס ונוח לרצות חסיד“ Avos 5:11 – דרכי אבות

are times when a Chasid must become angry for the sake of the honor of 

Hashem, yet he must make sure not to become angrier than need be, 

and not to denigrate others in the process when unnecessary.  Even 

when becoming angry at Resha’im, it must be done carefully and 

measured.   

 – ”קשה לכעוס ונוח לרצות חסיד“ Avos 5:11 – שלשלת האבות 

The Mishna says that the Chasid is “קשה לכעוס” – “hard to get him 

upset” though at times he gets upset.  The Midah of anger is despicable, 

though like every Midah, there is a time that this Midah must be used – 

and that is for the sake of the honor of Hashem.  Had Pinchos been a 

Kano’i, one to get angry easily, his killing of Kozbi and Zimri would not 

have been such a great act.  It was only proven at a later time that 

Pinchos was in fact a קשה לכעוס, he was not fast to get angry. Pinchos 

looked into what happened, and made peace, for that is what he always 

wanted.  However, when it came to the honor of Hashem, disrespecting 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu could not be allowed to happen, and immediate 

action needed to be taken.  Pinchos became angry for the Kovod 

Hashem, and therefore his reward was great.   

“ 49:5 - עוד יוסף חי  כלי חמס מכרתיהם, שמעון ולוי אחים ” – 

Yaakov was giving Shimon and Levi praise and Brocha here.  Shimon and 

Levi could have killed the entire city of Shechem without any ruses, 

without telling them to have a Bris Milah, for with the help of Hashem 

they certainly could have defeated them.  However, they did not do so 

to protect the honor of their sister.  The world would have said that 

Dinah was the one who wanted to be with Shechem, and when her 

brothers found out about it, they made accusations against Shechem, 

who was innocent, and killed him.  Therefore, Shimon and Levi devised a 

plan where it would be known to all that it was Shechem who wanted 

Dinah, and he had violated her.  By the fact that Shechem and the entire 

city were willing to undergo the painful procedure of a Bris Milah, it was 

apparent to all that it was Shechem who wanted Dinah, and not that 

Dinah wanted him.  Yaakov says that they were true brothers to Dinah, 

for they were concerned for her honor.  Yaakov cursed their anger, 

which was a great blessing for them, to say that their anger should be 

subservient to them.  He gave them a Brocha that despite what 

happened, they should be completely accepted amongst the other 

Shevatim, and they should intermarry with them. 

 Perhaps now we can understand what Brocha Yaakov Avinu 

gave to these two holy brothers, Shimon and Levi.  They may have gone 

a bit too far in their actions in Shechem, though they were preserving 

the honor of their sister.  Yaakov cursed their anger, for they were not in 

complete control of their anger.  Yaakov gave them a Brocha that they 

should be in total control of it.  One must never become angry for his 

own honor, yet there are times that anger is an important part in one’s 

Avodas Hashem.  One must be angry with himself and strive to greater 

heights in Avodas Hashem, and one is obligated to become angry and 

stand up for the honor of Hashem at all times.  Anger is a very volatile 

Midah, and can have devastating effects, yet is something which can and 

must be utilized at times.  May we be Zoche to be in full control of the 

Midah of anger, and use it as a tool to further our Avodas Hashem, and 

to defend the honor of Hashem.   


