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Now You Know 
One of the most powerful messages 
of the Megilla is that of mida k’neged 
mida, that HaShem runs the world 
with a perfect balance, and rewards 
or punishes a person measure for 
measure with their own actions. 

When Vashti was to be punished for 
disobeying Achashveirosh, the King 
asked the Jewish Sages for advice 
(knowing they would know how to 
acquit her and save her life.)   

They demurred, saying that they were 
not allowed to judge capital cases 
since the Bais HaMikdash had been 
destroyed.  Whose idea was it to stop 
the rebuilding of the Bais HaMikdash?  
Vashti herself! 

The Jews ate at the feast of 
Achashveirohs in direct violation of 
Mordechai’s command.  As a result, 
they had to fast for three days 
(including Seder night!) at his 
direction, to save their lives. 

The Midrash states that all the women 
who were torn away from their 
families and placed into 
Achashveirosh’s harem, to remain 
spinsters for the rest of their lives, 
were punished this way because they 
used to degrade and disdain the 
Jewish women. 

Therefore, we must be extra careful to 
treat the Jewish People, Chachomim, 
and the Torah properly and with 
respect, and we will be properly 
rewarded, measure for measure. 

Thought of the week: 

Don’t worry if your job is 
small and your rewards are 
few. Remember that the 
mighty Oak was once a nut 
like you. 

 (A:B ARQYW)  „...WNBRQ HYHT TLS ÂHL HXNM IBRQ BYRQT YK wPNW‰ 
“And a soul who brings a meal-offering unto HaShem, his offering shall be of 
fine flour…” (Leviticus 2:1) 
The Torah’s choice of words here is very telling. It does not write a “man” who brings a 
meal-offering, but rather, a “soul.” From here, Chazal understand that we are talking about 
a poor man who cannot afford to bring an animal. All he can afford is the less expensive 
korban mincha.  While he doesn’t bring a large offering, he brings his soul, his spirit, his 
very being, and that is the most desirable offering one can bring. 

The Baal HaTurim underscores the fact that we’re dealing with someone who does not 
have much. Regarding an animal sacrifice the Torah says it is offered “Lifnei HaShem,” 
before G-d. Regarding a bird or meal-offering, however, it says it was brought to Aharon 
and his sons. This is because people who could not afford an animal would not make a 
public show of their offering and would surreptitiously bring it to the Kohanim. They were 
embarrassed so they hid what they were doing. 

Despite this, the Torah mentions Aharon, to teach us that the Kohain Gadol, as great as he 
was, should never despise a cheaper offering if that’s all the person could afford. He had to 
appreciate what the person did because he was doing it with all his heart and soul. 

That is why the Torah specifically demands that when a person brings a meal-offering it 
must be from the finest flour. It is to remind the person that HaShem isn’t looking for the 
fattened animals, but for the heart bursting with the desire to serve Him. Were he to use 
inferior ingredients for his korban, the fellow might feel even more downtrodden and sad. 
Therefore, we do not allow him to wallow in self-doubt but rather assure him his donation is 
worthy by requiring it to be the best possible form of meal-offering.  

In the Haftorah read for Parshas Zachor, we find the story of King Shaul who failed to kill 
out all the remnants of Amalek. He kept the king, Agag, alive as well as the best of the 
livestock. He told the prophet Shmuel that he disregarded the directive to destroy 
everything so he might offer sacrifices to HaShem from the well-fed animals. 

Shmuel chastised him and said that HaShem has no need for fattened animals. Rather, He 
wants us to listen to Him and do as He asks. He reminds him, “If you feel small in your own 
eyes, realize that you are the leader of the Jewish People.” One should never downplay his 
ability to positively affect others and set an example, which brings us back to Vayikra. 

The aleph in the word Vayikra is small, and the commentaries say this refers to Moshe’s 
humility, a diminution of the self. In Divrei HaYamim 1:1, where it lists the generations 
beginning with Adam, the Aleph is larger than normal.  

This is to give us perspective. When juxtaposed with G-d, we are small and humble, but 
when it comes to leading others, we realize just how large our role is. So too, the one who 
brought the meal-offering should be proud and do his best in the service of HaShem. 

It was a beautiful summer day.  There was no school - just blue sky, green grass, and warm 
breezes. The little boy stood with his bat and ball and as he looked out at the imaginary 
audience he declared, “I am the greatest hitter in the entire world!”  He then tossed the ball 
in the air and swung the bat mightily.  Whoosh! He missed the ball completely. 

Undaunted, he tossed it again, and swung with more intensity – Whiff – missed again, strike 
two.  Finally, a third time, and a third swing and miss.   

Most people would be devastated, but not our hero.  He stood there a moment, then smiled, 
raised his arms, and proclaimed to the non-existent crowd, “I’m the world’s greatest pitcher!” 
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In honor of   

LAQZXY LALCB OHRBA 
Y‰N LXR IB 

 From someone who loves 

him very much and thinks 

the world of him. ☺ 
 

Whatever you do, do 
your best. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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