
Parshas Ki Savo – ראשית כל פרי האדמה 

A World of Thanks 

Rosh HaShana is the day that Adam HaRishon was created and placed in Gan Eden,  לעבדה

 this is the day that the – זה היום תחילת מעשיך .It was the sixth and final day of creation .ולשמרה

Ribono shel Olam’s entire בריאה was completed and put into operation. The downfall of eating 

from the עץ הדעת on that very day, and Hashem’s intense scrutiny of their actions with all its 

consequences, permanently marked Rosh HaShana as the day of judgement for mankind. 

The Meforshim teach us that the Mitzvah of Bikkurim is closely tied to the events of that day.  לא

בשביל ביכורים נברא העולם אלא  – the world was created so that we should fulfill the Mitzvah of 

Bikkurim. Why? The Maor V’Shemesh says it is because bringing Bikurim serves as a Tikun for 

the picking of history’s first fruit from the עץ הדעת. Indulging in the forbidden fruit, instead of 

maintaining and protecting the garden as they were entrusted, was an affront to Hashem’s 

bountiful offer to eat מכל עץ הגן. With their furtive concession to the enticement of the נחש, Adam 

and Chava demonstrated how little they appreciated an entire world of goodness that had been 

prepared just for them. By fulfilling the Mitzvoh of Bikurim, we express our gratitude for all 

Hashem’s goodness by consecrating the first ripened fruit as an offering to bring up to the Bais 

HaMikdash in a grand display of celebration, holiness and – most importantly - appreciation.  

The Alshich HaKadosh says that Hashem created man, למען יחזיק לו טובה ויהללנו ולא יהיה כפוי טובה. 

Man’s purpose is to show gratitude to the Ribono shel Olam and to sing His praises, and not to 

be ungrateful. The Medrash states, לא נטרד אדם הראשון מגן עדן אלא בשביל כפיות טובה.The failure of 

Adam and Chava to demonstrate their gratitude for this incredibly beautiful בריאה, was the cause 

for their expulsion from Gan Eden.  

The Sfas Emes states that this is why we read the Parsha of Bikurim right by Rosh HaShana. 

Rosh HaShana is our day to accept upon ourselves עול מלכות שמים. Bikurim and its message 

serves as a preface to this High and Holy acceptance of Hashem as our King. If we don’t truly 

appreciate Hashem’s טובה, we cannot truthfully assume that עול. 

A repeat offender was apprehended and brought once again before a judge. “What do you have 

to say for yourself?” the judge asked. “Your Honor” says the felon, “if you will grant me a 

substantial raise in income, two new cars, a larger house and three two-week vacations, I will try 

to do things a little better this time.” “Ingrate!” roars the judge, as he prepares to throw the book 

at him. “That’s how you show appreciation for all the leniency I showed you till now? I set you up 

to enable you to improve and make things right. Yet, you take my generosity and go right back to 

committing even more offenses. Perhaps, if you would have expressed your appreciation and 

shown your gratitude by trying to make amends, I would have tried to help you out once again.” 

A Yid comes in to Shul on Rosh HaShana and he dutifully says all the Tefillos, but he really gets 

into it as he starts listing all his needs and בקשות. Much hope is pinned to the Simanim at the 

Rosh HaShana meal. People come up with all these interesting formulas for a Siman Tov. A salad 

of lettuce, chopped raisins and celery – “Let us have a raise in salary”, and such… Instead, we 

ought to begin the year by listing all the good that we have enjoyed over the past year. Every 

single person has so much to be grateful for, despite any hardship or difficulty. Even in the thick 

of Tzarus, there is boundless טובה to be thankful for.  



“What do you have to say for yourself?” asks the Ribono shel Olam. Dearest Tatteh in Himmel, 

you did so much for us in the past year. You were so generous in your never-ending love for your 

Kinderlach. I only wish I could show my gratitude by trying to give you more Nachas, by trying to 

do more of your Heligeh Mitzvos, and by demonstrating how much I appreciate what you do for 

me every day and every hour. Begin the New Year with a heartfelt expression of thanks to the 

Eibishter.  Gather with your family and loved ones at the Yomtov Seudah, and remind them of 

Hashem’s Tovah and hope for a new year of טובה וברכה חיים חן וחסד ורחמים, Gezunterheit. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Gut Gebentshed Yur, yk 
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Sunday, Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech – 19 Ellul 

The R’”I M’Orleans - Rav Yaakov of Orleans (1189), one of the Baalei Tosefos and a student 

of Rabbeinu Tam, was killed with many other Jews in London during pogroms after the coronation 

of King Richard the Lion-Hearted,. [others say it was 3 Elul] 

Rav Moshe Zvi Aryeh Bick (1990). Born in Medzbosz (Mezhbizh), Ukraine, but grew up in New 

York, he is recognized as one of the first gedolim to be raised on 

American soil. He studied under R' Moshe Soloveitchik at Yeshiva 

Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan and attended New York City public 

schools at night. At age 21, R' Bick was hired by a shul in the Bronx. 

While there, he founded schools for both boys and girls. Later, he moved 

to Boro Park. He was recognized as a master posek by both chassidic 

and non-chassidic communities. 

 

 

 

Monday, Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech – 20 Ellul 

 Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh (1969). At the age of 14 he went 

to the Telshe Yeshiva, where he learned until he was twenty. He 

then spent a half year in Novardok, after which he spent three years 

in Radin under the Chafetz Chaim. Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman 

was appointed the new rav of Ponevezh at the age of 33. He was 

elected to the Lithuanian parliament. He immigrated to Israel in 

1940 and built Kiryat HaYesHiva in Bnei Brak and Batei Avot 

orphanages. 



 Rav Eliyahu Lopian (1970), author of Lev Eliyahu; mashgiach of Kelm; Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva 

Etz Chaim in London, and mashgiach at Kfar Chassidim. R' Shalom 

Schwadron was one of his talmidim. Reb Elyah moved to Israel in 1950, 

when he was 76 years old.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech – 21 Ellul 

Rav Yehonasan Eybeshutz (1764). Born in Cracow, he became head of the Prague yeshiva at 

the age of twenty-one. In 1741 he became Rabbi in Metz, and in 1750 he became Rabbi of 

Altona/Hamburg/Wandsbeck (AHU), where he had major disagreements with Rav Yaakov 

Emden. He was learned in many areas, including halacha, kabbalah, philosophy and science. He 

was the author of many halachic works, as well as collections of sermons and unpublished works 

on kabbalah. Thirty of his works in the area of halacha have been published. His works included 

Urim V'tumim, Kereisi Ufleisi, Yaaros Dvash, and Ahavas Yehonasan (a commentary on the 

weekly haftorahs).  

Thursday, Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech – 23 Ellul 

Rav Yosef Baabad, the Minchas Chinuch (a commentary on Sefer Hachinuch), Rav of 

Tarnapol, Poland (1874). His “last name” is an acronym for B'nei Av Beit Din. 

              

                  Yartzeit of 9/11 
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