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T here's a avort taught by the
Sefer Chasidim, the Shlah

HaKadosh, the Kedushas Levi, and
by Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa, zy'a.
They all teach essentially the same
lesson. Bilam was traveling on his
donkey, en-route to curse the Jewish
nation. Suddenly, Bilam's donkey
stalled. At first it left the main road,
and walked through the fields; then,
it walked on the side of the road,
crushing Bilam's foot against a stone
wall. Finally, the donkey simply sat
down in the middle of the road,
stubbornly refusing to go forward.
Each time, Bilam beat his donkey so

he could continue on its way.TorahWellsprings- B al ak

Is there anything wrong with the
way Bilam treated his donkey?
Wouldn’t everyone beat their
donkey to steer it on the correct

path?

Hashem opened Bilam's eyes to see
an angel standing on the road, with
a drawn sword in his hand.åéìà øîàéå
íéìâø ùåìù äæ êðúà úà úéëä äî ìò 'ã êàìî
,"The malachof Hashem asked him,
'Why did you hit your donkey…

three times?"

Bilam replied, ...éúòãé àì éë éúàèç, "I
sinned. I didn’t know that you were
standing in front of me…" (22:34).

The Sefer Chasidim (and all the

sources mentioned above) ask,
Bilam seems to contradict himself in
this passuk. He said that he sinned,
and then he said that he didn’t know
that themalach was there. If Bilam
didn’t know that the malach was
standing before him, how did he sin?
It seems that he acted rationally,
under the circumstances. Wouldn’t
everyone beat their donkey when it

isn't going the right way?

The answer is,éúòãé àì éë éúàèç, "my
sin was that I didn’t know," because

he should have known.

When Bilam was going to curse the
Jewish nation, his donkey was
acting up. Bilam should have
thought about his animal's unusual
behavior and asked himself, "what
does this mean?" He should have
realized that Hashem was hinting to

him to return home.

The Vilna Gaon says that the words
"malach Hashem" is written ten
times in thesepesukim, because the
angel tried to stop Bilam ten times.
He received ten messages and hints,

and he still didn't get the point.

The fact that his donkey was
speaking to him, should have caused
Bilam to start thinking. Bilam should
have asked himself: "What is going
on here? How can a donkey speak?"



2222 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BalakBalakBalakBalak

But he didn't realize that something
miraculous occurred. He simply
responded to the questions that his

donkey asked him.

Bilam's donkey served him
faithfully. The donkey said so
himself. "Did I ever behave this way
before?" it asked Bilam and Bilam
admitted that it hadn't. Bilam should
have realized that there must a
reason why his donkey was acting
out of character. Bilam knew that
Hashem didn’t want him to go. As
Rashi writes: (22:22) "[Bilam] saw
that the matter was bad in Hashem's
eyes, and he still desired to go." He
should have put two and two
together and understood that the
donkey was stalling because Hashem
was trying to stop him from reaching

his destination.

When something is unusual, one
should ask himself whether there is
something that he should be
learning. Perhaps it is a message

from heaven. If Bilam would have
considered this, he would have come
to the understanding that Hashem

was telling him to return.

A student of Rebbe Bunim of
Peshischa, Reb Shmuel Shinover zt'l,
writes in his sefer Ramosayim
Tzofim that he heard Rebbe Bunim
of Peshischa zy'a teach this lesson
one Shabbos morning. On Shabbos
afternoon the rebbe asked him to
read out loud fromSefer Chasidim.

"Where should I begin?"

"Open the sefer and wherever it
opens up to, read from there."
Reb Shmuel writes, "I read it to him.
It was the very same lesson that
Rebbe Bunim had taught that
morning and then Rebbe Bunim told
me to stop reading. He explained,
'When I was sleeping this afternoon,
the author of Sefer Chasidim came
to me and requested that I read from
his sefer. 1111 I didn’t know why. Now

1. The Arizal used to have great revelations when he slept on Shabbos afternoon.
Reb Avraham Bruchim HaLevi (one of the Arizal's great talmidim) says that he
once came to the Arizal on Shabbos afternoon, parashas Balak, and found the
Arizal speaking in his sleep. He bent over and tried to hear what he was saying.
The Arizal awoke, and found Reb Avraham Bruchim bent over him.
“What do you want?”
“Forgive me. I saw your lips moving, so I tried to listen.”
The Arizal explained that in his sleep, he perceives great secrets of Torah.
Rav Avraham pleaded, “Please reveal to me what you learned this time.”
The Arizal laughed and said, “If you would only know what I just learned in the
parashah of Bilam and his donkey! Heaven and earth can testify that if I would
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I understand. [The author ofSefer
Chasidim wanted me to know that
he had already said thischiddush
before me.]" (Ramasayim Tzofim,

Eliyahu Rabba3 - 8).

We will now quote the Sefer
Chasidim(siman153):

The Sefer Chasidimteaches, "When
the malach said to Bilam, 'Why did
you hit your donkey?' Bilam should
have answered, 'What sin is there in
hitting a donkey? It isn't tzaar baalei
chaim…' And when Bilam's foot
was crushed against the wall, should
he have not hit his donkey even
then? The answer is, he should have
understood that perhaps it wasn't
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's desire that he

curse them…

"This is the meaning ofàì éë éúàèç
éúòãé… 'I sinned, because I didn’t
take to heart what was happening…"

Everything is orchestrated from
Above and nothing happens by
chance. One should pay attention to
what's happens around him and see
if he can understand what Hashem is

telling him.

We mustn’t jump to conclusions,
and try to decipher messages when
we aren't certain of its meaning.

However, sometimes the message is
clear. Bilam could have easily
understood that Hashem wants him
to return, if he would have paid
attention to what was happening to

him.

Balak said to Bilam,íéøöîî àöé íò äðä
õøàä ïéò úà äñë äðä, "behold a nation
has left Mitzrayim, and behold they
are covering the face of the earth"
(22:5). The earth alludes to nature.
Accordingly, we can explain that
Balak's complaint was that the
Jewish people "cover" the concept of
'earth' (nature). They claim that
everything is from Hashem, and

nothing is by chance.

Bilam saidíéøöîî íàéöåî ì-à, "Hashem
took them out of Mitzrayim"
(23:22). Rashi writes, "[Balak] said
íéøöîî àöé íò äðä, 'behold a nation left
Mitzrayim.' But they didn’t leave
[Mitzrayim] on their own. G-d took
them out." Similarly, we know that
everything that happens to a person

is pre-destined from heaven.

In the times of the Chofetz Chaim,
there was a yid who moved to China
for business purposes. When he
would return to Europe on business
trips, he made sure to visit the

Chofetz Chaimzt'l.

teach you for eighty years — without exaggeration — I would not finish saying
everything that I just acquired. How can I tell you even one of these secrets, since
they are all connected?”
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"How are our brothers in China?"
the Chofetz Chaim asked.

"There are almost no yidden there,"
the merchant replied. "There are
millions of goyim, and only a few
yidden. They are all very weak in

their Yiddishkeit."

The Chofetz Chaim gave him his
sefer Nidchei Yisraeland said, "I
wrote this sefer for yidden who are
living distant from the Jewish
centers. It is good for any part of
the world. Bring it to the Yidden

living there."

The Chofetz Chaim asked, "And
what else is new in China?"
"There was a tsunami," the man
replied. "Thousands of people died."
"Oy, we must do teshuvah," the

Chofetz Chaim exclaimed.

"Why must we do teshuvah?" the
merchant asked. "I told you that
they are almost only goyim there.
The catastrophe wasn't for us, it was

for them."

The Chofetz Chaim replied with a
mashal:
"Many people gathered in a hall, to
listen to speeches. Almost everyone
present was goyim. There were just
a few yidden. Someone stood at the
podium and spoke in Yiddish. Who

was he speaking to?"

"Obviously he was speaking to the
yidden," the merchant replied.

"Why do you say that? I told you
that most people present were
goyim. There were only a few
yidden there."
"Yes, but goyim don’t understand
Yiddish. If someone stands up and
speaks in Yiddish, he is speaking to
the Yidden."
"Exactly," the Chofetz Chaim
agreed. "And similarly, when
Hashem does something in the
world, who is Hashem speaking to?
Do you think that he is speaking to
the gentiles who don’t pay attention
to Hashem's messages? He is
speaking in a language that yidden
understand, because they believe that
everything is from Hashem, for a
purpose. Hashem was speaking to

the Yidden!"

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

The parashahbegins,øåôö ïá ÷ìá àøéå
éøîàì ìàøùé äùò øùà ìë úà, "Balak saw
everything that Yisrael did to
Emori." The Trisker Magid zt'l, in
his sefer Magan Avraham, explains
that éøåîà means speech and prayers.
Balak saw that the Jewish nation has
the ability to pray, and Hashem
listens to them. This frightened him.
The passuk continues éðôî áàåî øâéå
íòä. íòä refers to yidden who are on
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low levels. Moav was afraid of
them, because they knew that even

they have the power oftefillah.

The Noem Elimelech also teaches
this lesson. He writes, "Balak
understood that the Jewish people
can accomplish whatever they desire
with words. As Chazal say, 'A
tzaddik decrees, and Hashem
complies,' (Moed Kattan16). This is
the meaning of the words,àøéå, he
understood,ìàøùé äùò øùà ìë úà, what
Yisrael accomplishes,éøåîàá, with

their prayers."2222

One of thebrachos that Bilam said
was á÷òé øôò äðî éî, "who can count
the dirt of Yaakov?!" What was
Bilam saying? What is the meaning

of this blessing?

Every person (and the entire
creation) is composed of four
elements: fire, water, wind, and
earth. The earth element(øôò) can
draw people down, causing them to
be melancholy, depressed, and lazy.
The element earth(øôò) is therefore a
great detriment totefillah, because
tefillah should be joyous, without
laziness and without sadness. The
Gemara says, "Woe to the beauty
that will be buried in dirt" (Brachos
5:). The Beer Mayim Chaim zy"a
explains, Woe to the beautiful
tefillah that is ruined and buried in

dirt (laziness, sadness).

Bilam blessed the nation,øôò äðî éî
á÷òé, because he perceived that even
those taintedtefillos, wrapped inøôò,
accomplish much in heaven. When a

2. In last week's parashah, Klal Yisrael requested from Edom to let them pass
through their country to reach Eretz Yisrael. Edom didn’t grant them permission

and also issued a warning that they will attack if Bnei Yisrael would dare pass
through their country.
At that time, Edom sent the following message to Bnei Yisrael: בקול מתגאים  אתם

אביכם ,שהורישכם "You are proud of the voice [the power of tefillah] that your
forefathers bequeathed to you."… אבי  שהורישני במה אצא ,ואני "I will come out against
you with the power that my forefather bequeathed to me. As it states תחיה חרבך ,על 
'you will live by the sword…'" (Rashi)
Rebbe Hershel of Ziditchov zt'l asks: Tefillah is certainly more powerful than the
sword. So what was Edom trying to say?
Rebbe Hershel of Zidichov explains, Edom said בקול מתגאים  ,אתם  'you are proud of
your voice…' You have gaavah, haughtiness, because of the wonders you
accomplish with tefillah. And when you have gaavah, the power of the sword is
greater, because the essence of tefillah is humility, and acknowledgment that we
can't do anything without Hashem.
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yid davens without joy, histefillah
still counts. No tefillah is ever

wasted; it is never said in vain.

TeshuvahTeshuvahTeshuvahTeshuvah

Bilam beat his donkey three times,
because his donkey was stalling and
disobeying him. Hashem opened
Bilam's eyes and he saw the reason
for his animal's unusual behavior. A
malach (angel) stood before him,
with a drawn sword in its hand.
"Why did you hit your donkey three

times?" themalachasked.

Bilam answered, "éúàèç, I sinned,
because I didn’t know that you were

standing in front of me."

The Midrash says, "Thepassuk is
telling us that Bilam was a wise
rasha (íåøò òùø). He knew that
teshuvahprotects from punishment.
[He knew that] whoever sins and
says,éúàèç, 'I sinned,' nomalachcan

harm him" (Yalkut Shimoni).

The Sifsei Tzaddik teaches that we
should learn from this the potential
of teshuvah. Bilam wasn’t
repenting leshem shamayim; he
didn’t sincerely regret his bad
intentions. He only admitted that
he sinned because he knew that
this would save him from
punishment. Yet it was sufficient.

We should derive from this that we
always have the option to amend.
With sincere regret, and with true
teshuvah, we can certainly rectify

any wrong committed.3333

Pirkei Avos compares the Jewish
nation to a brazen leopard and to a
powerful lion. éøàë øåáâå ...øîðë æò éåä,
"Be brazen like a leopard… and
mighty like a lion" (5:2). Bilam also
compared Yidden to a lion, as it
says, àùðúé éøàëå íå÷é àéáìë íò ïä,
"Behold the nation stands up like a
lion…" (Bamidbar 23:24). What is
the difference between a lion and a
leopard? Since the Mishnah lists
them separately, they are apparently

two aspects ofavodasHashem.

The Chidushei HaRim explains that
øîðë æò éåä, "be brazen like a leopard"
is said to people who have sinned.
Before their sin, they were like a
mighty lion. They were ready to take
on every challenge, and to serve
Hashem with all their might. But
after their sin, they often feel
brokenhearted. The Mishnah tells
them, be brazen like the leopard.
Don’t remain in your fallen state. Be
strong and brazen, and pick yourself
up again. And then once again you
will be courageous and powerful like

a lion, in your avodasHashem.

3. The Beis Yisrael zy'a said that it is a mitzvah to repeat this vort to bachurim,
so they will know that it is always possible to rectify mistakes.
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Pirkei Avos also says,øùðë ì÷å, "be
light like an eagle," because one
should serve Hashem with agility

like an eagle.

There are lighter matters than an
eagle. A piece of paper is lighter, a
feather is lighter. However, when a
feather or when a piece of paper is
dropped, it will eventually hit the
ground. But an eagle will not fall. It
picks itself up again, and soars to the
heavens. The Mishnah says, be like
an eagle that doesn’t let itself drop.
Regardless of the errors of the past,

pick yourself up again.4444

In Shacharis we say åìôðå åòøë äîä
ããåòúðå åðî÷ åðçðàå, "They bow down
and fall, and we stand up…"
Shouldn’t it say, "They fall down
and we don’t fall down"? We see
from this phrase that everyone falls.
The difference is only that some fall
and remain there. Others fall, and lift

themselves back up again.

The Steipler Gaon zt'l said, the
sefarimtell us various ways one can
cleanse himself from sin. Among

them is fasting and other procedures.
But I say that the greatest
rectification is when one sins, and
doesn’t remain there. He picks
himself up. Doing so purifies the
person from his sins more than all

the other methods.

Someone once told the Steipler zt'l
about his sins, and how distant he is
from serving Hashem properly. The
Steipler asked him, "Do you have
any good moments; times when you

serve Hashem properly?"

The man concurred.

"Focus on those moments!" the
Steipler told him. Because our goal
in avodasHashem should be to live
with the realization that regardless of
what occurred, we can always life
ourselves up again and continue to

serve Hashem.

RemainingRemainingRemainingRemaining WithinWithinWithinWithin ישראל ישראל ישראל ישראל  מחנהמחנהמחנהמחנה

Bilam tried to curse the Jewish
nation, and failed. Hashem
prevented him because He loves His
nation. So Bilam tried another tactic.
He advised the Moabites to cause

4. Pirkei Avos says, "Ten things were created on erev Shabbos by bein
hashmoshos…" (5:6). One of them is האתון  ,פי the wondrous ability of the

speaking donkey.
The Ramban asks, why doesn’t the Mishnah also list הנחשפי  , the mouth of the
snake that spoke to Chavah?
The Divrei Yoel of Satmar zt'l answered: The snake spoke and caused sin. The
donkey spoke to prevent Bilam from sinning. Therefore, only the donkey's ability
to speak is considered important to have been created in the beginning of Creation.
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the Jewish people to sin. He said,
äîéæ àðåù åìà ìù íäé÷ìà, "The G-d of
these people hates adultery…" He
thought that by causing them to sin,
it would spoil the special love that
exists between Hashem and Klal
Yisrael. Once again, he didn’t
succeed. Hashem's love for us can

never be severed.

Bilam could have said,àðåù íäé÷ìà
äîéæ, "Their G-d hates adultery."

íäé÷ìàåìà ìùäîéæ àðåù , "The G-d of
these peoplehates adultery" can be
read, Hashem is the G-d over those
people who hate äîéæ
(licentiousness).5555 The Jewish nation
hates äîéæ because they know

Hashem hates it.

In the beginning of the world,
Hashem spoke to all His creations
and He taught them how to repent.
Hashem spoke with Adam, with
Kayin, and even with the snake.
However, when adultery came to the
world, primarily in the era of the
Flood, this wonderful situation
stopped. As the Or HaChaim
(Bereishis 6:3) writes, "At first,
Hashem would rebuke people
directly to their face. All creations
were prophets. [But they lost this
level and]… This is the greatest
sorrow for Bnei Yisrael; there is

nothing worse… This began by the
Dor HaMabul (the generation of the
flood)… They committed the putrid
sin of adultery… and Hashem hates
äîéæ, and therefore He doesn’t want

to speak with mankind."

The passuksays ìçéå íéèùá ìàøùé áùéå
áàåî úåðá ìà úåðæì íòä, "Yisrael lived in
Shittim, and the nation began to sin
with the daughters of Moav" (25:1).
íéèù also means to take a stroll. By
the mon, when it says,åè÷ìå íòä åèù
(Bamidbar11:8) Rashi writes,èééù ïéà
ìåéè ïåùì àìà, "åèù means to stroll."
Therefore, on thepassuk, ìàøùé áùéå
íéèùá, the Or HaChaim writes, "The
passukis telling us the reason they
committed the sin ofznus. It is
because they took a stroll outside the
Jewish camp, and that is where they
found the daughters of Moav… This
is the meaning ofíéèùá ìàøùé áùéå, the
nation took a stroll outside the camp,
úåðæì íòä ìçéå, and it caused the nation

to sin."

A practical application: It's
summertime now, when many
people travel. Wherever we go and
wherever we vacation, it should
always be withinìàøùé äðçî, among
Yidden. Leaving the camp can be
dangerous; it can lead to sin

chalilah.

5. It is read with a pause after ,אלקיהם like this: ,אלקיהם the G-d, over שונא  אלו של

,זימה the people who hate .זימה
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Furthermore, as everyone knows, in
our generation it is possible to be
within ìàøùé äðçî and actually be
outside of it due to internet,
improper reading material, etc. We
should appreciate thegedarim and
takanos (guidelines) that Gedolei
Yisrael established concerning using
the internet and other modern
technologies.äîéæ àðåù åìà ìù íäé÷ìà,
Hashem hatesäîéæ, and so do we,
and thegedolim implemented fences
and boundaries, so we don't leave

ìàøùé äðçî.

We should appreciate these rules
because they are here only for our
benefit. Even success in This
World is dependent on it, as we

will explain:

Bilam rode his donkeyíéîøëä ìåòùîá,
on a path that runs through the
vineyards. The Arugas HaBosem

teaches thatìòùîá is roshei teivosfor
ùøëîäåöáéàäòàîììàëé , "We aren't

awarded for keeping the mitzvos in
this world." Each mitzvah is
rewarded immensely in Olam HaBa,
but the mitzvos don’t grant benefits

in one's present life.

This rule, however, has many
exceptions. One exception is the
gedarim (boundaries/protective
zone) that people make to stay far
away from sin. The Maharsha
(Sotah) teaches that these boundaries
grant us reward even in this world.
These regulations aren't the mitzvos
themselves, they are a fence
surrounding the 613 mitzvos, and
therefore the reward for
implementing them is given even in

this world.6666

The Arugas HaBosem explains that
Bilam understood that he couldn’t

6. Another exception is emunah. The Chanukas HaTorah teaches that emunah
is rewarded in this world as well.

The Chanukas HaTorah teaches this lesson, based on the halachah שכרו תתן ביומו

that one must pay his workers on the same day that he worked. It is known that
Hashem also keeps the Torah, so why does Hashem award us in Olam HaBa?
Shouldn’t the reward be immediate? However, the halachah is that when a
middleman hires the workers, the law שכרו תתן ביומו doesn’t apply. One is obligated
to pay his workers on the same day when he hires the workers himself; not when
a third party is involved.
Moshe Rabbeinu was a middleman to teach us the laws of the Torah, and
therefore, שכרו תתן ביומו doesn’t apply. Hashem can rightfully pay us in Olam HaBa.
However, there were two mitzvos that we heard directly from Hashem's mouth. We
heard the first two of the Aseres HaDibros directly from Hashem. אלקיך.. ד' אנכי

means to have emunah. Therefore, emunah is paid immediately in this world.
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prevent Klal Yisrael from earning
Olam HaBa because every Yid has
a portion in Olam HaBa. So he
attempted to steal their Olam
HaZeh. He wanted them not to
have parnassah, health, and all
other essentials. He demonstrated
his evil intentions by riding his
donkey íéîøëä ìåòùîá, since ìòùî is
roshei teivosfor ùøëîäåöáéàäòàîì
ìàëé , there isn't reward for mitzvos

in this world.

This path in the vineyard, however,
hadäæî øãâå äæî øãâ, "a fence on either
side." The fence represents the
boundaries and precautions that
Yidden set down to steer away from
sin. This ruined Bilam's plan. They
deserve Olam HaZeh – wealth and

health, etc. – because of the
precautions they take.

Everyone must know that there is an
additional benefit for us here in this
world for keeping the safeguards
that our rabbanim set down for us
today. Those who observe the
decrees that the leaders of our
generation instituted are safeguarded
from sin (which is the primary
benefit) and will also be rewarded in

this world.7777

The Mishnah Berurah (549:2) writes,
"Five tzaroshappened on the 17th of
Tamuz: (1) theluchos broke… (2)
The korban tamid ceased (by the
first Beis HaMikdash). (3) äò÷áåä
øéòä, the city Yerushalayim was
broken into (by the second Beis

7. Rashi in the beginning of parashas Chukas writes, "The Satan and the nations
of the world tease the Jewish nation and they ask, 'What is this mitzvah [of

parah adumah]? What is the explanation for it? Therefore it states .חקה It is My
decree. You don’t have permission to question it."
Afterwards (passuk 22) Rashi quotes Reb Moshe HaDarshan, who explains the
parah adumah and its details. So is there a reason for parah adumah or isn't there?
Why did Rashi first say there is no reason, and then write an explanation?
Rebbe Henach of Alexander zt"l answers that it all depends on who is asking the
question. When the Satan and the nations of the world ask us about parah
adumah, we say that there is no explanation. It is a chok. When a yid sincerely
wants to know and to understand the purpose of parah adumah, we tell him the
explanations.
The lesson is, the rabbanim of our generation are making gezeiros to protect us
from the pitfalls of technology. Sometimes, we don’t understand the reason
(although generally we do). Some are told the reasons, some understand on their
own. But those who don’t know the reasons should accept the rules as a chok.
This is what they should do, even if they don’t understand why.
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HaMikdash) (4) Apustamos the
rasha burned asefer Torah. (5) An

idol was erected in theheichal."

Because of these five reasons, we
fast on the 17th of Tamuz.

There was a time when we would
fast on the 9th of Tamuz. After the
destruction of the first Beis
HaMikdash, we fasted on the 9th of
Tamuz, because the walls of
Yerushalayim were penetrated on
that day. As it says,äòùúá éòéáøä ùãçá
øéòä ò÷áåä ùãçì, "The fourth month,
on the ninth of the month, the [walls
of the] city was breached…"

(Yirmiyahu39:2).

Even during the era of the first Beis
HaMikdash, there were reasons to
fast on the 17th of Tamuz: the
luchoswere broken on the 17th, and
the tamid ceased. Nevertheless, the
9th of Tamuz was considered a
worse tragedy, because the walls
were breached. It was the beginning
of the destruction, and the beginning
is the root of the problem, and

viewed as the greatest tragedy.8888

This helps us understand the
importance of the gedarim and
siyagim that the gedolim are
establishing. They keep us several

steps away from serious sins and
pitfalls. If we don’t keep these
precautions, it will be the beginning
of more serious problems. To breach
this protective wall is the greatest

tragedy of all.

BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon

The Gemara tells that Reb Broka
was once in the marketplace with
Eliyahu HaNavi, and he asked him,
"Is there anyone here who is aïá

àáä íìåò?"

Eliyahu pointed at two people and
said, "These areá"äåò éðá, people who
will inherit Olam HaBa."
Reb Broka went over to them, and
asked them what they do. "We are
happy people," they said, "and we
bring joy to whoever is sad. If we
see two people in a disagreement,
we toil to make peace between

them" (Taanis22).

Every week, beforesaying Pirkei
Avos, we say, ÷ìç íäì ùé ìàøùé ìë
àáä íìåòì, "Every member of Klal
Yisrael has a portion in Olam
HaBa." The Toras Chaim
(Sanhedrin88) asks, if so why was
there only two people in the
marketplace who wereàáä íìåò éðá?
There should have been many more.

8. In Moaz Tzur we say מגדלי  חומת ,פרצו  "They broke through the walls of my
fortress." The breach of the wall - gedarim is always the greatest tragedy,

because it is the root for everything that happens afterwards.
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The Toras Chaim answers that all
Yidden will go to Olam HaBa,
however, a ïáàáä íìåò is someone
who will go to Olam HaBa
immediately after his demise.
Generally, there are preparation
stages that purify people and make
them ready for the next world.
Among them are the bitterness of
death, chibut hakever(which is a
form of beating in the grave) and
there are other stages of preparation.
In the end, every Yid ends up in
Gan Eden, in Olam HaBa, but it may
be a painful road to get there. Reb
Broka was seeking aàáä íìåò ïá. That
is someone who goes to Olam HaBa
without any prior punishment. There
were only two or three such people
in the marketplace. Two of them
were happy people who were

bringing joy to others.

How did they make people happy?
The Shevet Mussar (14:16) says that

they made people happy by teaching
them emunah and bitachon. The
Shevet Mussar writes, "It is wrong
to be worried about the future. One
should always be happy. When one
is happy, it proves that he trusts in
Hashem. He trusts that even if hard
times arrive, Hashem will fix the
situation with His kindness… The
Gemara said that these people were
àáä íìåò éðá. Why? Because they had
bitachon and they taughtbitachon
to others. That's why they earned

Olam HaBa."

There are many other ways to make
people happy. Deeds ofchesed, a
friendly smile, and a kind word will
accomplish a lot as well. But the
Toras Chaim tells us that these two
people made people happy by
teaching thememunahandbitachon.
Their reward for that was that they

becameàáä íìåò éðá. 9999

9. The mon was לגלגלת  ,עומר "an omer measurement [43.2 beitzim] for each head
[person]."

Mon represents parnassah. לגלגלת  עומר therefore can mean: One's parnassah is the
result of what one thinks in his mind. If he attaches his ,גלגלת  his head, to Hashem,
with emunah and bitachon, he will have parnassah with abundance.
Another aspect of the mon was that it was completely absorbed by the body's 248
limbs, and they never had a need to relieve themselves. Rashi writes, "The mon
became absorbed in their limbs… The nation said, 'The mon will one day blow up
in our stomachs. Is it possible for a human being to be מוציא  ואינו ,מכניס  to take in,
and not give out?"
Bederech tzachus the Divrei Yoel of Satmar zt'l explained that they were
complaining about the mon, because the mon took away their ability to give
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A person that hasemunah and
bitachon knows that whatever
happens is for the best. The
following story, which happened
several years ago, teaches us this

idea.

In the Flatbush section of Brooklyn
there was a Yid who owned a
lucrative wine and liquor store. He
was the only store in the vicinity and
he was patronized by Jews and
non-Jews alike. His enterprise was
successful and he was quite well off.
But then, a non-Jew opened a wine
and liquor store only two blocks
away. Many of his customers began
going there. In a short time he went
from earning so well to just barely

eking out a living.

He tried not to pass the street where
the competition had his store,
because he knew that he would feel
bad seeing the busy store, in
comparison to his struggling place.

One day, his landlord informed him
that he sold his property and the
new landlord won't extend the lease.
He couldn’t continue renting his

store anymore.

This yid calculated the cost of
relocating. He would need to find

another location, renovate it so it
would be fitting for a wine store,
and publicize it. All of this would
cost a lot of money.
Reeling from his many thoughts, he
decided to go home and brood. For
some reason, he was drawn to see
what was happening in his
competitor's store. He saw a For
Sale sign in the front window.
Intrigued, he entered the store, and
spoke with the owner. "I own the
other wine store," he introduced
himself. After sharing a few friendly
words, he said, "I saw your For Sale
sign. Why do you want to sell? It
seems that you are doing very well."
"I'm doing very well," the man
replied, "and that's exactly the
reason I want to sell it. I am getting
old and it is hard for me to run this

large business."

"I may want to buy your store. Can
we meet tomorrow at eleven?"

"Not at eleven. Someone interested
in buying the store has already set
an appointment with me for eleven.

How about ten o'clock?"

"That will be fine."
They met the next morning and the

deal was finalized.

tzedakah. When the mon fell, everyone received what they needed, and no one
needed to help another. Therefore, they said, "How can we live being, ואינו מכניס 

,מוציא  only taking in, without giving tzedakah?"
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When the competition opened the
store, he thought that it was
negative, but it turned out to be a
blessing and for his benefit,
preparing a store for him as soon as
his former landlord terminated his
contract. The competition had
renovated a store for him, publicized
it, and established a steady flow of
customers. Now he can begin
business right away, and earn a

hefty profit.

Everything that happens to a yid is
always for his benefit. Sometimes
we don’t understand why, but in
retrospect, we can often see how
everything was planned for the good.

Yaakov had a well-paying job,
working at a bookkeeping firm. His
long-time friend, Moshe Ahron, had
studied bookkeeping together with
him, but was still unemployed.
When Yaakov's bookkeeping firm
needed another worker, Yaakov told

his boss about Moshe Ahron.

"I was really looking for someone
with experience," the boss said.
"But for your sake, I will give him

an interview."

Moshe Ahron was hired. Yaakov felt

very good that he was able to put his
friend on his feet.

One day, the boss called his workers
for a meeting. He said, "I am
moving to a different city. The firm
will continue, but I'll need to hire
one of you to lead it in my place. I
haven't yet decided who it will be.
But in a couple of days, I will
announce who I chose…"
Yaakov was certain that he would
get this position. He was in the firm
for many years and did a good job.
But his boss appointed Moshe Ahron

to the position.

Yaakov thought, "If it weren't for
me, Moshe Ahron wouldn’t even be
in this firm. I put him on his feet by
recommending him. And now
Moshe Ahron is going to be my
boss? And he is going to earn triple
the amount that I do?" It didn’t seem

fair for to him.

Years passed. Yaakov's oldest son
reached the age ofshidduchim. A
shadchan approached Yaakov and
said, "I know that you have a very
good son, atalmid chacham, and I
have a very specialshidduch to
offer."
"Who is it?" Yaakov asked.

The Satmar Rebbe said this to teach us to give tzedakah. How can one ever
experience happiness in his life if he is only מכניס (earning money) מוציא  ואינו (and
doesn’t share his wealth with others)?
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"You know the father. He is very
impressed by your son. He is ready
to buy him a house…"
"But who is this person?" Yaakov
asked again.
"Moshe Ahron," the shadchan
replied. "He has a very good
daughter, and he is prepared to buy
a four room apartment in Bnei Brak

for your son."

The shidduchwent through.
Yaakov thought, "For years, I was
jealous of Moshe Ahron because he
was earning more money than me,
but now I see that all this time, he
was working for my son's sake."
When Moshe Ahron got the
position, it didn’t appear to be good
for Yaakov, but in the long run,
Yaakov saw how everything was for

the good.

HesterHesterHesterHester ShebetochShebetochShebetochShebetoch HestHestHestHesterererer

Someone asked Rebbe Yisrael of
Ruzhin, zy"a, for a brachah,
because he was suffering from some
issue. The rebbe blessed him, but
time passed, and the problem
remained. He returned to the holy
Rebbe of Ruzhin and asked for
another brachah. The Rizhiner
blessed him again. This happened a
third time, but he didn’t yet have his
salvation. Finally, the man said, "I
think that Hashem isn't looking at

me anymore."

The Rizhiner said with great fervor,
"It says ïéòä íúù øáâä íàð (Balak
24:3). øáâä represents the people who
are on a very low level. They say
shesum haayin, that Hashem doesn’t
see them. However,ì-à éøîà òîù íàð,
the people who are on higher levels,
they know that íéðéò éåìâå ìôð, even
when they fall, and they are going
through hard times, Hashem's eyes
are open. He sees them and is caring

for them."

It states in Shir HaShirim, ïî çéâùî
íéëøçä ïî õéöî úåðåìçä, "…watching
from the windows, peeking through
the cracks" (2:9). Hashem is always
watching His children, only at times,
it is as though He is looking through
a window; at other times, it is like
He is looking at us through the
cracks. What is the difference

between these two situations?

When a person looks at us through
a window, we see the person, and
the person sees us. When one
looks through a crack in the wall,
he can see the people, but they

don’t see him.

When Hashem looks at us through a
window, He sees us, and we see
Hashem as well. This represents the
good times, when Hashem's revealed
kindness is bestowed on us. We can
tangibly recognize that Hashem is
watching us, caring for all our needs.
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But there are times when,
allegorically, Hashem watches us
through a crack in the wall. He sees
us very well (it can be debated that
Hashem sees us even better at these
times, because when one looks
through a crack, his sight is more
focused on what he is looking at)
only we don’t see Him. This
represents the times of hardships and
hester panim, when we don’t
experience Hashem's presence and
kindness. Yet during these times, we
believe that Hashem has never left
us. We know that Hashem is
watching us and everything is for

the good.

The worst scenario, the Baal Shem
Tov HaKadosh said, isøúñä éëðàå
àåää íåéá éðô øéúñà, 'I will conceal and
conceal My face on that day'"
(Devarim 31:18). The Baal Shem
Tov said, "I am very afraid of this

time."

What is this double concealment? It
is when we don’t even know that

Hashem is watching us.

We will explain this with amashal:

When someone is pricked with a
needle, he is very upset and angry at
the person who pricked him. But if
he sees that the person who pricked
him was his doctor, and he pricked
him in order to take a vital blood
test, he will not be upset. He will

probably need to pay him for this
service as well.

Hester panim is the times when
people endure difficulties and
hardships,chas veshalom, however
they know that it comes from
Hashem, and that it is all for their
benefit. Hester shebitoch hester
means that it is concealed from
them Who is doing it. They feel the
pain, but they don’t realize that
Hashem sent it to them, for their
benefit. Not knowing that there is a
purpose for all this suffering is even

more painful.

We must know the truth thatéåìâå ìôð
íéðéò, when we fall, and go through
hard times, Hashem's compassionate
eyes are always on us. When we
recognize this, all hardships will turn
to revealed chasadim. May this

occur, speedily in our days.

OrOrOrOr HaChaimHaChaimHaChaimHaChaim HaKadoshHaKadoshHaKadoshHaKadosh

In honor of the Or HaChaim's
yahrtzeit, Thursday, the 15th of
Tamuz, we relate the following

stories:

When the Or HaChaim HaKadosh
zy"a first came to Eretz Yisrael, he
lived in Teveria. One of the
tzaddikim who lived in Teveria at
that time was Reb Chaim Abulefiya
zy"a. Once, the Or HaChaim and
Reb Chaim Abulefiya were sitting
together at aseudah, and the Or
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HaChaim HaKadosh didn’t want to
eat. He explained, "I sense impurity

on the food."

It didn’t take long before it was
discovered what happened. People
thought that the maid was sleeping
in the kitchen. She had actually died.
The Or HaChaim sensed this
impurity on the food, so he didn’t

want to eat anything.

This story spread, and people were
wondering whether the Or HaChaim
was a greater tzaddik than Reb
Chaim Abulafia, because the Or
HaChaim sensed the impurity, and
apparently, Reb Chaim Abulafia
hadn’t.
The Or HaChaim was concerned
for the honor of Reb Chaim
Abulafia, so he left Teveria and

moved to Yerushalayim.

There are different versions to the
following story. This is the version
that Reb Mottele Slonimer zt"l used

to tell:

The Or HaChaim HaKadoshonce
came to a city. He didn’t know in
which home he could rely on the
kashrus, but when he heard someone
saying likavod Shabbos Kodesh, as
he was preparing for Shabbos, he
knew that he can go to this home.
On Friday night, the people of this
town would go to their rav, and
listen to his beautiful and

inspirational divrei Torah. The Or
HaChaim's host was going, and the
Or HaChaim HaKadosh joined
them. The rav was a holy man, and
he would tell them the Torah that
he heard in the yeshivashel maaleh

(in heaven).

In the middle of thedrashah, the
Or HaChaim HaKodosh corrected

the rav.

The Rav replied, "I swear that you
are Reb Chaim ben Atar, the Or
HaChaim HaKadosh, because I
heard thisdvar Torahin heaven, and
your words are exactly as I heard
them. In heaven, thisdvar Torah is
repeated in the name of Reb Chaim

ben Atar, so this must be you."

The following morning, the Or
HaChaim HaKadosh joined the
community again, and went to listen
to the divrei Torah of the rav, and
he returned again forshalash seudos.

The Satan came to this rav and said,
"Finish shalash seudosquickly."

"What's the rush?" the rav asked.
The Satan explained, "As you
know, every Shabbos, even the
neshamosthat are in Gehinom are
permitted to go to Gan Eden. But
when Shabbos is over, they are
returned to Gehinom. I am not
able to bring them back to
Gehinom, until you say Havdalah,
marking the end of Shabbos. Now,
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you are prolongingShalash Seudos,
and you are preventing me from
doing my mission. Therefore,
please, finish Shalash Seudos
already so I can send the

neshamosback to Gehinom."

The rav didn’t pay attention to him.
On the contrary, now that he knew
that he was helping many souls in
heaven, he purposely wanted to

prolong theShalash Seudos.

The Satan kept returning, urging him
to finish. But the rav just ignored
him, or told him, "What's the rush."

At one point, the Rav became angry
at the Satan's constant nudging, and
he said, "What's the big rush! Take
it easy already!"
Immediately after saying this, the
rav asked formayim achronim. They

would benchand finish the meal.

Why did the rav change his mind?
The rav explained that anger is
Gehinom itself. After becaming
angry, he knew that it won't help
to prolong theShalash Seudosany
longer. The anger had already
ruined the moment, so they may
as well bench, davenMaariv and

say Havdalah.

Many brachosand yeshuoscome to
those who study the holysefer, Or
HaChaim HaKadosh. Yidden of
Yerushalayim, and essentially,

throughout the world, know that if
one needs ayeshuah(salvation) he
should undertake studying Or
HaChaim, and he will see wonders.
In particular, studyingOr HaChaim

is mesugalfor bearing children.

Rebbe Pinchas Koritzer zt'l said that
since the Or HaChaim didn’t have
any children, he placed his entire
power of bearing children into his
sefer. Therefore, studying it is

mesugalfor bearing children.

Reb Hillel Shlezinger zt"l didn’t
have children. A doctor pointed to
his palm and said, "When hair will
grow on my palm, you will have
children." Medically, it was
impossible. Reb Hillel Shlezinger
made akabalah to teach a class of
Or HaChaim once a week and he
had a yeshuah. He had three
daughters. One daughter married
Reb Moshe Halberstam zt"l, another
married Reb Sender Freund zt"l, and
the third married Reb Nochum

Shapiro zt"l; three of

the greatest scholars of
Yerushalayim.

At a rabbinic convention, the
Chofetz Chaim passed the kitchen,
and he saw the host's daughter
checking the rice for bugs.
Sometime later, the Chofetz Chaim
saw that she was still there, checking

the rice.
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"How many times do you check the
rice?" he asked.

She replied, "Our relative, Reb
Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz (the
Chazon Ish) also came to the
convention, and he will be eating
with us this evening. In his honor, I
am being extra careful with the
kashrus, and I'm checking the rice

twelve times."

The Chofetz Chaim was impressed
by her kavod HaTorah, so he
blessed her that she should live long,
always have a clear mind, and never
need eyeglasses. (The reason he
added this last point was because he
saw that she was checking the rice
by the window, to catch the sunlight,
so he blessed her that she should

always have good eyes.)

Indeed, she lived until the ripe old
age of 98. She moved to Eretz
Yisrael, lived in Petach Tikvah. All
of the Chofetz Chaim's brachos

materialized.

Her relative, the Chazon Ish was her
shadchan. She married Reb
Mordchai Shraga Eiselman, but for
seventeen years they didn’t have

children.

She went to the Chazon Ish and she

told him about her plight. The
Chazon Ish gave her abrachah that

she should have children.

She said, "I don’t want abrachah, I
want you to promise me that I will

have children."

The Chazon Ish put his head down,
and when he raised it he answered,

"I can't promise this."

She said, "I was an orphan, and you
were my shadchan. Now you must
take responsibility for the

shidduch."

The Chazon Ish put his down head
another time, and raised it and said,
"You should go to thekever of the

Or HaChaim HaKadosh."

This was in the year 5704, and it
wasn't safe to go to Har HaZeisim
because of the Arabs. She
mentioned this to the Chazon Ish,
who replied, "There is no other

solution."

She went to the Or HaChaim's
kever on his yahrtzeit, the fifteenth
of Tamuz. Exactly nine months
later, on the 25th of Nissan, she had

a son.
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