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The Mystery of the Broken Vov 
 

 ”לכן אמר, הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום“ 25:12

“Therefore say, Behold – I give him My covenant of peace.”  Pinchos stood up from amongst Klal Yisroel and with the midah 

of kano’us, killed Zimri and Kozbi and brought an end to the plague that was devastating Klal Yisroel.”  Kiddushin 66b – from 

“Brisi Sholom” we learn that a Kohen has to be “sholaim”, whole in body, without any defects, in order to perform the avodah.  The 

Gemara asks, but the posuk says “sholom” (peace), not “Sholaim” (whole)?  The Gemara answers that the Vov is severed so it looks like a 

Yud.  We can learn from the posuk that a kohen needs to be a sholaim to do the avodah.  What aspect of “sholaim” applied to Pinchos? 

 Who was Pinchos, and what did he accomplish?  The Yalkut Shimoni tells us that – “פינחס הוא אליהו” – “Pinchos is Eliyahu.”  The 

Od Yosef Chai tells us that before the times of Dovid Hamelech, Pinchos was hidden from the world.  He went to reside in the wilderness, a 

place completely devoid of human beings, and was מתבודד – connected himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and studied Torah on his own.  

After the end of the days of Achiyah Hashiloni, he revealed himself to Klal Yisroel, and called himself Eliyahu, not the name Pinchos.  He was 

recognized as Eliyahu Hatishbi, who resided in Gilad.  He lived like that for many years, and then ascended to Shomayim. With this 

understanding, we can understand why the ו'  in the word "שלום"  was cut.  The Bris Sholom that Pinchos received was eternal life.  The ו'  is 

cut to teach us that while he did receive eternal life, there was a point in time in the middle of his days, in which he was hidden in this 

world – his days were cut, like the space in the ו' , and reappeared as Eliyahu.   

 The posuk tells us that Pinchos was zoche to the Bris Sholom – what was this Bris Sholom?  The Kehilas Yitzchok explains that it 

can’t refer to the Kehunah, for the following posuk tells us that he received the Kehunah.  Sanhedrin 82a – 25:7 “וירא פינחס” – “And Pinchos 

saw.”  Pinchos saw there is no wisdom or understanding, or counsel, against the honor of Hashem.  Whenever there is a threat of Chillul 

Hashem, we do not worry about giving honor to a teacher – the possessor of wisdom, understanding, and counsel. This is why Pinchos did 

not wait until he received permission from his Rebbe, Moshe Rabbeinu.  Pinchos was concerned that perhaps it was not proper for him to 

Pasken in front of his Rebbe, and evil things will happen to him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu let Pinchos know that we Pasken like him, and that in 

the face of Chillul Hashem, one should not be concerned about P’sak Halacha in front of his Rebbe.  This Bris Sholom, covenant of peace, 

was a sign that there was complete peace with Pinchos, for he acted correctly.   

 The Gemara in Sanhedrin 82b tells us that this atonement that Pinchos effected is suitable to continue atoning forever.”  Why is 

this so? The Ben Yehoyada explains that when a Tzaddik lives in this world, he protects those who live in his generation from פורענות, 

punishment.  The Tzaddik and his generation are like partners in his Zechuyos.  Just as the Tzaddik is protected from פורענות because of his 

Ma’asim Tovim, so too the rest of Klal Yisroel are saved from פורענות.  However, after the Tzaddik dies, the partnership dissolves, and the 

people no longer have a share in his Zechuyos, and are no longer protected.  Pinchos received the Bris Sholom, that he would live forever, 

as Pinchos is Eliyahu Hanavi, who ascended to Shomayim while he was alive. Being that Pinchos / Eliyahu never died, Klal Yisroel are still 

partners with him in his Zechuyos, and therefore they have that protection forever due to his Zechuyos. (פרעניות have come upon Klal 

Yisroel, yet without the Zechuyos of Pinchos / Eliyahu, it certainly would have been worse).   

 Generally, a Kohen who spills the blood of another person cannot perform avodah.  Rabbeinu Ephraim explains that the Torah is 

telling us that despite Pinchos spilling blood – rather in this case – because of his spilling blood, he was Zoche to do the avodah in the Bais 

Hamikdash.  The ו'  is cut so that the word is written as שלים – complete.  This is to teach us that although Pinchos killed people, he was still 

a שלים, complete, in every way.  

 Pinchos had everything to lose by killing Zimri and Kozbi.  By killing people, one would think it would cause more machlokes, the 

exact opposite of peace.  But in fact, by Pinchos killing Zimri and Kozbi, he brought peace between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  

The ו'  is not replaced with a י' , rather the ו'  is cut so that we read it with a ו' , though the written word is like it has a י' .  Pinchos was zoche to 

the bris of complete sholom.  Pinchos was zoche to the ultimate, zoche to be alive eternally, so that he could always help protect Klal 

Yisroel.  His actions demonstrated what it meant to be a true Eved Hashem.  He did not take into account what the ramifications of his 

actions would cause himself, rather his sole desire was for the honor of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It was in this Zechus that he was Zoche to the 

highest accolade, the complete Bris of Sholom.  Eliyahu attends each and every bris milah.  He is there for everyone to know that the bris 

milah, is a bris between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and each Yid in Klal Yisroel.  The bris milah is the first step in the covenant between us and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu – but it is not yet complete.  We must emulate the ways of Pinchos, and our actions must be for the sake of Hashem.  

If we act in that manner, then we will also be zoche to have our bris be a complete bris.  It is Eliyahu Hanavi who will be the one to 

announce the end to this golus for it is he who was zoche to a complete bris of sholom.  May we be zoche to hear the announcement of the 

coming of Moshiach from Eliyahu, במהרה בימינו אמן! 

 


