
 

דבר אל אהרן ואמרת אליו בהעלתך את הנרת אל מול 
  פני המנורה יאירו שבעת הנרות 

Speak to Aaron and say to him: "When you light 
the lamps, the seven lamps shall cast their light 
toward the face of the menorah." (8:2) 

Rashi explains the juxtaposition between Aharon 
HaKohen’s kindling of the menorah with the 
dedication of the Mizbayach by the Nesiim and 
their donations. Aharon was bothered that all 
the shevatim had been included in this event 
except for his very own, shevet Levi. HaShem 
responded to him, “Yours is greater than theirs, 
for you will kindle the Menorah.” 

What is the meaning of Aharon’s “being greater”? 
As well, the Ramban asks: In any event, the 
korban Aharon brought during the Yemei 
HaMeluim was even greater than theirs, so why 
would he feel bad? 

The great Mashgiach, Rav Chatzel Levenstein z”l, 
explained that those who seek shleimus never 
look for an excuse or to be exempt from 
something. They will grab onto any opportunity 
that is presented to them, and will view a 
mitzvah that is not theirs as a loss. When 
Avraham Avinu was told not to send forth his 
hand on his own son Yitzchak, the midrash 
writes that Avraham wanted to make a small 
little blemish so that at least a cheilek of the 
mitzvah would be done. He could not accept 
losing this opportunity. In the words of one of 
the great Admorim: If this would have been my 
test, I would have davened the entire day that 
HaShem cancel the decree, and only at the last 
second, with no choice,  would I have acquiesced. 
I most definitely would have been happy if 
HaShem had taken away the mitzvah.” But that is 
not what Avrohom wanted. For him it was a 
missed opportunity. 

Shelcha gedolah mi’shelahen- HaShem was 
emphasizing that Aharon HaKohen’s virtue was 
greater than theirs. The fact that he was 
bothered about being deprived of a mitzvah 
distinguished him from the others. What was the 

reward for having such a great approach to 
the Aibeshter’s mitzvos? For “missing” a mitzvah, 
HaShem rewards him with another mitzvah- the 
kindling of the Menorah. 

Later in the parsha, we find a similar concept. 
The mitzvah of Korban Pesach came around, but 
not all were able to participate. There were those 
who were tamei as a result of carrying 
the aron of Yosef HaTzaadik. They came to 
Moshe Rabbeinu asking “Lama nigara”- why 
should we be diminished by not offering 
HaShem’s korban in its proper time?  Rashi tells 
us that the parsha of Pesach Sheini was said over 
to Klal Yisroel through them even though it 
should have been through Moshe. They were 
worthy of having a new Yom Tov added for 
everyone. Why? They felt bad; diminished for not 
being afforded the chance. The term diminished 
seems to connote a lessening of stature. They felt 
that even though this mitzvah was not theirs 
because they were exempt, still and all, it was a 
lost opportunity. 

The Sifri adds, “The Torah tells us that these 
were people, who were kesheirim v’chareidim al 
hamitzvos- proper and anxious /fearful 
concerning mitzvos.” The Sifri has just defined 
what the true meaning of a “chareidi 
yid” is. When we embrace every possible mitzvah 
opportunity, and are saddened by the loss of one, 
we show our true chareidi colours, regardless the 
colour of our hat or lack thereof. 

It seems that there is a custom of telling the 
father of a newborn boy, “Why couldn’t you 
make the bris on a Monday or Thursday?!” 
(However, there is still somewhat of a 
satisfaction at having escaped a tachanun, even if 
just the shorter version.) A true chareidishe yid 
needs to feel like he missed out, and not always 
have 1-800-DIAL-A-HETER on his speed dial. 

If we show HaShem that we want and value all 
the mitzvah opportunities, then mitzvah goreres 
mitzvah, and HaShem will give us in return other 
ways to make up for it. What’s more is that we 
will be called “great” by HaShem for this. 
 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 

דרכים 
 בפרשה

  עלותךבה  
 

R’ Mordechai Appel, 
an alumnus of 
Yeshivas Mir 

Yerushalayim, is a 
regular Maggid Shiur 

in the Toronto 
community. 

 


