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The Halachos of Rosh Chodesh (first day of a Jewish month), are an area of Halacha that many 

people are not that familiar with. Hopefully after we cover this area, we will all have a better 

understanding of this special day, the first Mitzvah given to Klal Yisroel as a nation (See Shmos 

12:2. See also the very first Rashi in the Torah)    

1) On the Shabbos preceding Rosh Chodesh, it is customary to recite “Birchas HaChodesh”, 

which consists of a special “Yehi Ratzon” asking Hashem for a good month filled with blessing, 

Parnassah, fear of Hashem etc., as well as the Tefilah of “Mi SheAsah Nisim”, asking Hashem to 

bring the redemption speedily. (This Tefilah was recited daily by Rav after davening, See Talmud 

Brachos 16b. It isn’t clear what the origin of saying this Yehi Ratzon tefilah in conjunction with Birchas 

Rosh Chodesh is, and why it is acceptable to ask for Parnassah and other personal requests on Shabbos. 

See Aruch HaShulchan Siman 417:9. The early Siddurim do not have it, though it is printed in the Siddur 

of the Shla, the Gra and Rav Yaakov Emdin. The Mi SheAsah Nisim Tefilah is indeed found in the siddur of 

Rav Amrom Gaon as well as in the Machzor Vitri and Abudreham and other early Rishonim. See Sha’ar 

HaTziyun Siman 417:1)    

2) The reason we beseech Hashem for the redemption in conjunction with the blessing of the 

new month, is that the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh was given to us as we were redeemed from 

the exile of Mitzrayim (Egypt), thus each time we announce a new month we appropriately 

remember our redemption from Mitzrayim and daven that we merit the final redemption 

soon. (See Levush Siman 421:1)    

3) It is proper to know the exact time of the “Molad”, the rebirth of the new moon [in 

Yerushalayim] for the coming month, before reciting “Birchas HaChodesh”. (Sometimes the 

Molad has already occurred by the time the Birchas HaChodesh is being recited.) 

Thus, in many congregations the Gabbai or another person announces this information before 

reciting “Mi SheAsah Nisim”. In some congregations this information is announced even before 

saying the initial “Yehi Ratzon”, while in some congregations it isn’t announced at all. (See 

Likutei Maharich Seder Hanhogas Rosh Chodesh) 

The prevalent Minhag is to announce the time of the Molad in hours, minutes and Chalakim, e.g. 

“The Molad will be on Tuesday morning, 47 minutes and 12 Chalakim (Halachic seconds, each 

chelek is one 1,080th of an hour, or 3.33 seconds) after 8”. If one did not know the time of the 

Molad when reciting Birchas HaChodesh it is still valid, as the main thing is to know the day(s) 

on which Rosh Chodesh will be.(See Sha’arei Ephraim Sha’ar 10:37)  



ה"ע דוב משה' ר בת ריזל מרים החשובה והאשה ל"ז דוד בן אלעזר אברהם' ר באדם היקר נ"לע  
 

 
 

   

4) After saying “Mi SheAsah Nisim” the Chazan proclaims the name of the upcoming month and 

on which day(s) it will start; for example “Rosh Chodesh Adar Rishon Yihyeh B’Yom HaShishi 

U’Vyom Hashabbos Kodesh Haba Aleinu V’Al Kol Yisroel L’Tovah” 

 

In many congregations after the Chazan makes the aforementioned proclamation it is then 

repeated by all assembled. Some congregations say it along with the Chazzan quietly. (See 

Sha’arei Ephraim Sha’ar 10:36). This proclamation is followed by the short Tefilah of 

“YeChadesheihu Hakadosh Baruch Hu”. (See Machzor Vitri page 173 and Abudreham) 

5) It is customary to stand during the recitation of Birchas HaChodesh, especially when 

proclaiming the name of the upcoming month and the day(s) on which it will begin.   One 

reason for this is that Birchas HaChodesh is akin to the “Kiddush HaChodesh, the sanctification 

of the month” that was done each and every month by the Bais Din in Yerushalayim (before our 

current calendar was put in place in the era following the destruction of the Second Bais HaMikdash 

around the year 358 CE, when Hillel HaNasi ,to whom this act is attributed by Rav Hai Gaon quoted in 

Sefer HaIbur by Rav Avraham Ben Chiya Zatzal as well as by the Sefer Hachinuch, sanctified every 

subsequent month until the arrival of Mashiach) and that was performed while standing. (See Mishna 

Berura Siman 417:1)  

6) It is customary that the Rav of the congregation or another respected member lead the 

Tzibur in the recitation of Birchas HaChodesh. (Also akin to the original Kiddush HaChodesh which 

was performed by the Rosh Bais Din. See Sefer Mishmeres Shalom Siman 30:1). During the recitation 

of Birchas HaChodesh it is customary for the one leading the prayer to hold the Sefer 

Torah. (Although this does not necessitate the congregation to stand, it is still respectful to do so any 

time the Sefer Torah is being held, and thus another reason for standing during this Tefilah. See Sha’ar 

HaTziyun Siman 146:18)    

 

 …To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 
 

Either you run the day, or the day runs you 
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