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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

Reb Chayim was a chasid who made his 

living by buying and selling in the various 

European market places and fairs. He devoted 

all of his free time to studying Torah. Once a 

year he would come to his Rebbe's court, to 

spend time in his presence and be inspired. 

 

Whenever he came, everyone would greet him 

with great respect, as he was known to be a 

scholar and a righteous man. On Shabbat, he 

would be honored with the most 

prestigious aliyah of the Torah reading, 

"Maftir," the final portion plus the Haftorah. 

After Shabbat, he always made a handsome 

contribution to the synagogue. 

 

On one of his visits, he went in for "yehidut" - 

a private personal meeting with the Rebbe, the 

most special time for a chasid. This time 

Chayim poured out his heart to the Rabbi, 

telling him about a difficult problem that was 

hindering him in his service to G-d, a problem 

that troubled him every day. "I am hot-

tempered, " he told the Rebbe, "and I am 

easily angered. Even small issues can set me 

off. For example, when things don't work out 

as I wished, or when people do not do what I 

asked them to, I explode." 

 

He finished speaking and eagerly waited for 

the Rebbe's response. Many times before he 

had been in yehidut and had received answers 

and instructions on a variety of matters. This 

time, however, was different. The Rabbi 

merely waved his hand dismissively and said 

that the problem was small and insignificant, 

really not a problem at all. 

 

Chayim could not understand. He had waited 

so long to come to his Rebbe and tell him of 

his difficulty, and had anticipated receiving an 

answer that would solve his problem, yet the 

Rebbe had barely addressed the issue. 

 

Chayim did not give up; he asked again. He 

described his difficulties, how his problem 

affected him and all those around him, and 

waited again for an answer. But again, the 

response was: "This is a very small difficulty, 

not really a problem at all," said the Rebbe. 

 

Chayim tried a third time and received again 

the same response. He had to leave the 

Rebbe's room in disappointment. "I can't 

believe that I received no answer!" he 

thought. "But perhaps I will in time," he tried 

to cheer himself. 

 

After Chayim had left the Rebbe's room, the 

Rebbe called in the gabbai, the one who  

 
 

supervised the synagogue. He instructed him 

that on the coming Shabbat day, he not give 

Reb Chayim the honor of Maftir as usual, but 

rather, give him the task of "Gelila" - the 

retying of the Torah scroll at the end of the 

reading (a task often given to children) and 

covering it. 

 

The gabbai listened to the Rebbe's request and 

looked at him in amazement. He began to 

imagine the astonishment and perhaps furor in 

the synagogue as a result. 

 

As the Shabbat approached, the gabbai's 

concerns grew, and he decided to take action. 

"It's best I let him know in advance," he 

thought. 

 

He called upon Reb Chayim and told him that 

on the Shabbat he would receive "Gelila" 

rather than Maftir. Chayim began complaining 

at once, and loudly, too. The gabbai explained 

that this was the instruction he had received 

from the Rebbe's mouth. This calmed Chayim 

down a bit, and he began to understand that 

there must be something in this. 

 

"It must be that the Rebbe is testing me," he 

thought to himself. 

 

The Shabbat arrived. The chasidim had 

already seen Reb Chayim in the Rebbe's court, 

and assumed that he would receive the honor 

ofMaftir, as usual. A few of them tried to 

guess how large a contribution he would make 

afterward. But when it came time for 

the Maftir and thegabbai called the name of 

someone else, they were amazed. When they 

turned to look at Chayim and see his reaction, 

they became doubly astonished: Chayim was 

standing there, completely calm. 

 

Shortly thereafter he was called for 

the Gelila task. "He'll get angry now," the 

chasidim thought to themselves. But to their 

amazement Reb Chayim strode up to the 

Torah with a little smile on his face, humming 

a tune under his breath. When he had finished 

retying and covering the Torah scroll, he returned 

quietly to his seat, still smiling. 

 

"I wonder what is going on?" they all thought. 

 

At the end of the prayer, Chayim did not leave the 

synagogue with the others, but waited to talk with the 

Rebbe. When the Rebbe had completed his prayer, 

Chayim went over to him. The rebbe smiled at him, 

and Chayim smiled back. 

 

"Well," said the Rebbe, "I see that your problem is 

not as great as you said. Look how you were 

dishonored in front of everyone because you were 

not called for Maftir like you usually are, and yet, 

you did not get angry." 

 

"Of course not, Rebbe," replied Reb Chayim , I knew 

that this was a trick, that you were testing me; 

therefore I did not get angry. If it were not a trick--if 

they were truly trying to anger me--you don't want to 

know the fury I would have unleashed here today!" 

 

The Rabbi replied, "Now you can understand why I 

said your problem is not so difficult. Listen to me - it 

is always a trick! The Holy One, Blessed be He, is 

always testing us. Everyone who annoys you is His 

messenger, a part of this exercise in which He tests 

us and our reactions. 

 

"When you look at all the world in this way," the 

Rabbi concluded, "everything will seem different. 

You will not have to overcome your anger, because 

you will have no reason to be angry!" 

 

Source: From Mudaot Yehudit by Nadav Cohen, as 

first translated into English by his mother, Yehudit-

Esther Cohen and lightly edited by Yerachmiel 

Tilles. The published English version is called GPS 

for the Soul (translator: Zalman Nelson of Tsfat) and 

is available for purchase at Ascent's KabbalaOnline-

shop.com  

 

Connection: Weekly Reading--anger management. 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles. is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th year. 

“Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-volume 

series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 

Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com, from the 

publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in 

Jewish bookstores world-wide. 

 

 

      Anger Management 

Shabbat  T imes –  Korach 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 7:14 8:31 

Tel Aviv 7:32 8:33 

Haifa 7:25 8:35 

Beer Sheva 7:29 8:31 

 

  

 



It states in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 

106): "From this we learn that one 

should not 'hold on' to controversy." 

Even if several attempts to make 

peace have been made without 

success, it is forbidden to throw up 

one's hands and assume that nothing 

more can be done. Rather, one must 

continue one's efforts until peace is 

attained. Thus despite the fact that 

Moses had already spoken to Datan 

and Aviram several times, he 

attempted one more time to dissuade 

them.   

(Rabbi Yitzchak of Vorky) 

And you shall give there of the heave-

offering of the L-rd to Aaron the 
Priest (Num. 18:28) 

If, as we read in the Torah, Aaron the 

Priest passed away in the desert before 

entering the Land of Israel, how 

would the Jews be able to fulfill this 

commandment? Rather, this is an 

allusion to a time after the 

Resurrection of the Dead, when Aaron 

will again be alive and able to receive 

his due.                                          

(Peninei HaGeula) 

The Torah portion of Korach 

How is it possible that a portion of the 

Torah is named after a sinner as great as 

Korach? The Torah wants to emphasize 

that we can learn something constructive 

even from Korach's bitter controversy. Just 

as Korach wanted to be a High Priest, 

every Jew should similarly desire to draw 

near to G-d.                                            
(Likutei Sichot of the Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

And Korach took [a bold step]…together 

with Datan and Aviram...and Ohn, the son 
of Pelet (Num. 16:1) 

The Torah criticizes Datan and Aviram 

more than any other participants in 

Korach's rebellion as they mixed into a 

controversy that was none of their 

business. They weren't firstborn sons who 

might have resented having the priesthood 

taken away from them, nor were they even 

from the tribe of Levi. The priesthood was 

none of their concern.                                        
(Machane Belula) 

 

And Moses sent to call Datan and Aviram 

(Num. 16:12) 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

In this week's Torah portion, Korach, we 

read of Korach's questioning and 

eventually rebelling against Moses and G-

d. Korach's first question to Moses was, 

"Does a garment made completely of 

turquoise wool still require a single 

turquoise thread in its tzitzit - fringes?" 

Moses' answer was "yes." Korach believed 

Moses' response was absurd. 

Why the commandment for one strand of 

turquoise wool in the tzitzit? The Talmud 

explains because turquoise is a spiritual 

color. It resembles the oceans and the 

heavens, reminding a human being of G-
d's majesty. 

In truth, Korach and Moses debated the 

nature of spiritual leadership, the question 

of how to inspire human beings toward 

idealism and holiness. Korach believed 

that you need to overwhelm people with 

the magic and majesty of your message. 

Let their entire "garment," their entire 

identity, become all-turquoise, melting 
completely in the "blue" of heaven. 

Moses disagreed; to let people's spirits 

soar is splendid, but never enough. For 

inspiration to leave a lasting impact, it 

must find expression in individual specific 

acts, words and thoughts. To make a real 

transformation in people's lives, you must 

give them a single act through which they 

can connect to G-d and bring His morality 

into the world on a daily basis. You need 

to inspire people to make one strand of 
their lives blue. 

This was an argument about what should 

become the great emphasis of Judaism. 

According to Korach, Judaism was about 

awakening a passion to revolutionize the 

universe. But Moses understood that in 

order to accomplish this goal, the primary 

focus of Judaism needed to be on 

individual daily behavior, changing the 

world one mitzva at a time. 

Korach's message seemed logical. If we 

can electrify a soul with a passion for 

making the world a G-dly place, is the 

individual mitzva ultimately relevant? Let 

us talk about changing people and 

changing the world, not about small 
individual acts! 

Korach's message. If anybody understood 

the value of impassioned idealism, it was 

Moses, a man who left everything behind 

in his quest for truth. But a leader is not an 

individual lofty soul; a leader is a person 

who encompasses within his own heart an 

entire nation, and who is deeply in-tune 

with human nature. 

Moses knew that a message that inspires 

boundless awe and excitement, but that 

does not demand individual life changes, 

won't have a lasting impact.  When an 

idealistic spirit speaks of transforming the 

universe and uplifting all of humanity, but 

fails to focus on building this universe 

through daily actions and words, at the 

end, he might fall very low, perhaps even 

become swallowed by the abyss. This 
indeed occurred to Korach and his men. 

The lesson is clear: Living a Jewish life on 

a daily basis, saturated with Torah study 

and mitzva observance, and passing on 

these sacred deeds to our children - is what 

will secure Jewish continuity and heal the 

world.  
 

Adapted by Rabbi Yosef Y. Jacobson from 

a talk of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, June 16, 

1974. To subscribe to Rabbi Jacobson's 

weekly essay, visit www.theyeshiva.net; 

Shabbos Table, From our Sages and 

Moshiach Now! reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC 

 

 

 

HEALING THE WORLD 

Korach felt that Moses was 

misrepresenting G-d's true intent. By 

focusing so much on mitzvot, Moses was 

stifling the spiritual creativity in the souls 

of Israel. Moses was robbing the 
community of its grandeur. 

Korach was a revolutionary, a soul on fire. 

But Moses was a leader, a shepherd. 

Moses, to be sure, deeply identified with 

 

A Lack of Information 
An officer in the Israeli army lost a friend in 

battle. Some months later, his deceased friend’s 

family suffered another great blow when they 

lost their thirteen-year-old son. The officer 

came to the Rebbe on the 21st of Cheshvan, 

5736, and expressed his anguish.  “My friend’s 

death, I can accept.” He lamented, “He was an 

adult, and nobody is a perfect tzaddik at that 

age. But why would Hashem take his young 

son? Did he do something wrong?” 

 

The Rebbe answered softly: “Imagine you are 

hosting a visitor at your army base. You take 

him around and show him the ammunition, and 

you explain that this weapon has the ability to 

kill five thousand people, and that weapon fifty 

thousand, etc.  Your guest begins to scream, 

‘Gevald! I am among murderers!’  Of course, 

you calm him down, explaining that the reason 

he is able to live in peace in Yerusholayim is 

that these soldiers and weapons are here to 

protect him.  Immediately, your guest changes 

his tone and begins to praise your work.  Just 

imagine! A minute earlier he considered you a 

sadistic murderer because he was lacking 

information, yet now he recognizes your 

greatness.  So too,” concluded the Rebbe, “we 

are just lacking information. The truth is that 

whatever Hashem does is for our good…” 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

     



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  The Calamity of Anger 
In the times of Elisha Hanavi the Yidden had a king Yehoiram who was 

a rasha and served Avoda Zara. When the king of Moav rebelled against 

him, he invited Yehoishofot the righteous king of Yehudah to join him 

in battling Moav. On their way to war, they were without water for 

seven days, so when they found out that Elisha Hanavi was nearby, they 

rushed to see him. When Elisha saw Yehoiram, he said angrily, “What 

do we have with one another? Go to the Nevi’im of Avoda Zara!” Yet, 

when Elisha agreed to Nevuah (prophecy) in honor of Yehoishofot, he 

was unable due to his anger, so he asked for a musician to play for him 

and then the רוח הנבואה rested upon him. (Malachim Alef, chp. 3) 

 

Chazal say, “one who becomes angry, it is as if he has served Avoda 

Zara”. The Alter Rebbe explains in Tanya that if a Yid would believe 

with complete emuna that what has befallen him is from shamayim, he 

would not be angry at all. His anger is a sign of his belief that there is 

something else in the world other than Hashem. (Shabbat 105B, Igeret 

HaKodesh (Tanya) chp. 25) 

 

Remaining Calm 
The Rambam writes that although with most middos the chachomim 

say that one should take the middle path, not following either extreme, 

with regard to anger, they say that a person should keep a great 

distance, never getting angry. (Ramban, Hilchot Deot, chp. 2, halachah 

3) 

 

Once the Ba’al Shem Tov sat with his talmidim for the festive meal of 

Rosh Chodesh, and his face was serious. The talmidim knew from 

previous occasions things that would put their Rebbe in a more joyous 

mood, and they tried, but with no success. Then, a certain village 

dwelling Yid entered, named Reb Dovid. Immediately upon his entry 

the Ba’al Shem Tov was full of joy - he treated him warmly, gave him a 

place to sit, and also gave him a piece of his “hamotzi.” 

 

This matter caused the talmidim to have questioning thoughts - the 

whole Holy Society were not able to rouse joy, and only a village-

dwelling Jew was able to do so?  The Ba’al Shem Tov sensed their 

questions, and sent Reb Dovid off to do something, and when he 

left he said to them: “This Reb Dovid works hard, by the sweat of 

his brow, for every penny he earns. During the year he saves a 

penny at a time to buy an esrog for Sukkos, until he assembles the 

sum and travels to the city and buys an extremely fine one, and he 

has great joy from it. Since he is poor, and his wife is of bitter 

spirit, it angered her considerably that he does not care about the 

condition of his household, since he spends money on an esrog and 

rejoices over it. In her bitterness she broke the pitom of the esrog. 

 

“Now, besides he money that he spent on the esrog, there were 

many obstacles to brlnglng it, water to cross, bad roads, so that it all 

added up to much hard effort.  Yet, when he saw what his wife had 

done he was not angry, but said ‘It appears that I am not worthy of 

such an esrog. Truly, does a simple Yid like me deserve such a fine 

esrog?’ 

 

“From the time of the Akeidah,” concluded the Ba’al Shem Tov, 

“there was not such a test of character, and therefore I treated him 

so warmly.” (Sefer HaSichot of the Rebbe Rayatz 5696, pg. 148) 

 

The Key to Tranquility 
One of the things that Reb Boruch (the Alter Rebbe’s father) 

noticed about Chassidus, is that it taught a person to control 

himself. As he observed the heated discussions between his friend 

Yitzchok Shaul (the chossid) and his brothers-in-law (misnagdim), 

he noticed that whenever Yitchak Shaul’s anger was stirred up, he 

would suddenly close up, as if with a lock and key, and his anger 

would disappear. He explained this to Baruch one day, saying, “My 

father used to say to me in the name of the Baal Shem, that anger is 

a foreign and unworthy thing, even when it comes from Yiras 

Shamayim. He taught me that whenever I get into a temper, I 

should just seal my lips and not utter a word!”  (The Lubavitcher 

   DEALING WITH ANGER 

 

Stand Ready! 
 

 

Jews everywhere should know that the 

time for the coming of Moshiach has 

certainly arrived. All that is needed is 

to fulfill the directive of the Previous 

Rebbe: "Stand ready, every one of 

you, to greet our Righteous 

Moshiach!" These preparations, 

motivated by a yearning and desire for 

Moshiach, will of themselves surely 

bring Moshiach. As to the question, 

"Why has he not come until now?"--

Moshiach will no doubt provide an 

answer for this in person. In the 

meantime, the query must not (G-d 

forbid) weaken a person's spiritual  

 

endeavors. On the contrary, it should 

spur him ahead with ever more energy. 

 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 

Living in Redemption 
 

 

Every experience of personal 

redemption hastens the coming of the 

Final Redemption. Living in the spirit 

of the redemption and infusing that 

spirit into all the dimensions of our life 

experience, is not merely an individual 

matter, but affects the world in its 

totality, bringing the universal 

Redemption even closer. 

 

(the Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 

 

Rebbe’s Memoirs, vol. 2, pg. 15) 

 

The Rebbe Maharash had a Meshareis, 

Bentzion, who was a great קפדן (short-tempered 

man). The Raza (one of the sons of the Rebbe 

Maharash) used to say, “When I see a 

wrongdoing, I get angry just as he does. The 

difference between us is, that I put aside the 

anger for an hour and a minute, and then I 

realize that it is all a shtus (folly). (Sefer 

HaSichot of the Rebbe Rayatz) 

 

In dealing with anger the Rebbe would advise: 

Learning thoroughly the above mentioned 

portion of Tanya explaining that everything 

comes from Hashem, not speaking for a while 

(at least a few minutes) and thinking about how 

Hashem is standing over you at that moment. 

The Rebbe writes in a letter, “This that you 

write to me, concerning anger, etch in your 

mind that which is written in Tanya in 

beginning of chapter 41 that Hashem stands 

over the person and searches his heart. When 

you will remember while you’re angry, that 

Hashem is literally standing over you, surely 

the anger will pass immediately.”  (Igrot 

Kodesh, vol. 26) 

 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

  



Today I participated in the wedding 
celebration of my nephew Levi Vogel, 
to Sabrina Harari. Levi is my father's first 
grandchild and he was especially close 
with him. No matter where life took 
Levi, my father always stayed in close 
touch with him. It was his fervent wish 
to see Levi get married, but alas that was 
not to be. While he merited to see two of 
Levi's younger brothers get married 
before him, he passed away 3 years ago 
and did not get to see his oldest grandson 
walk down the chupah.  When Levi got 
engaged, everyone wistfully commented 
how while of course Zaidy is 'with us', it 
would have been so nice if he could have 
actually been here in person to see it. 
 
My sister traveled to my father's grave 
site 2 weeks prior to the wedding to 
daven there. One of the things she 
davened for was that if he can, he should 

Chilling Reminder of Zaide 

send a sign that he is at the wedding. She 
concluded her prayers and went back 
home to complete the final preparation 
for the wedding. 
 
Fast forward two weeks. I am standing at 
the chupah and the kiddushin have just 
been completed and the ketubah is being 
read. My phone buzzes and I instinctively 
reach for it. I see an email from my 

cousin, Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer, a Chabad 
Shliach in the Ukraine. He emails me 
every year on my birthday and as it turns 
out, today is my Hebrew birthday. He has 
no idea that I am at a wedding or even 
who is getting married. He concludes the 
email saying that he came across a nice 
link to a new Rebbe picture that was just 
released by JEM a few days ago.  
 
I click on the link and my jaw drops. It's a 
picture of my father walking by the Rebbe 
for kos shel brachah....holding a 4 year old 
Levi in his arms! The picture is both 
stunning and telling at the same time. We 
always talk about believing that the 
grandparents are with us. But seeing a sign 
like that during the actual chupah sent 
chills down my spine.  Needless to say, my 
sister was ecstatic to have received an 
answer to her prayer. 
 
May all our prayers be answered, especially 
the ultimate prayer, reuniting us with all 
our loved ones, with the coming of 
Moshiach speedily, Amen!  By Sruli 
Schochet, reprinted from Collive 
 

 

 

 
Having vegetarians over or maybe 
you just want to have a parve main 
dish so you can have ice cream or 
cheese cake for desert? Tofu Bake is 
a recipe I learned some time ago 
from my friend in Efrat, Esther 
Salomon. 300 grams of tofu; one 
large tomato sliced thinly; one tsp of 
oil, oregano, basil and parsley; four 
tbls of soy sauce and three crushed 
cloves of garlic. Coat the bottom of 
the baking dish with oil, chop tofu, 
place the tomato on top and sprinkle 
with spices.  Combine crushed garlic 
and soy sauce and pour over. Bake 
for 20 minutes until firm. 
 
Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:  I recently interviewed with a new company and was 

offered a senior position at a higher salary.  The role is more in 

line with my career goals.  Yet, when I told my boss that I was 

leaving, it did not go smoothly.  He told me how much he values 

my work, I am essential to the organization and he depends on me.  

He offered to promote me to a more senior role and increase my 

salary to match what the other company offered.  In addition, he 

said that they would provide the same (or better) career 

opportunities.  Now I am confused and have difficulty sleeping.  I 

do not know the benefit of taking the other offer when I can get the 

same things with my current company.  Do you agree?   

   

Answer:  My general advice is to accept the position with the 

new organization for the following reasons: 

One:  The National Business Employment Weekly reports that 

four out of five people who accept counter-offers (which is what 

your boss is offering) are no longer with their organization within 

the year; and once this happens the competing offer will very 

likely no longer be available; 

Two:  If the counter-offer includes salary or job enhancement, 

what is the source? Are you simply getting your next raise or 

promotion in advance? And will you have to accept yet another job 

to get the raise or promotion after that; 

Three:  Employers often make counteroffers in a moment of 

panic, but after the initial relief passes, you may find your 

relationship with your employer--and your standing with the 

company--has fundamentally changed, no longer being part of the 

inner circle, no longer the same level of trust. There can be a sense 

of resentment on the part of management that they were forced to 

give you a raise or promotion because you received a competing 

offer and the promotion did not come from their own initiative; 

Four:  Your current company will say whatever they can right 

now to keep you on board.  They know what is important to you 

and they need to please you.  However, should you agree to remain 

with them these promises may very well not come to fruition. 

Five:  The new organization thinks highly of you and wants you to 

join their organization.  They value your capabilities and want to 

enable you to reach your potential. 

Yet, as I said at the beginning, this would be my general advice.  

However, each situation has its own unique elements.  Thus, I 

would suggest discussing your situation with a friend or close 

advisor before making a final decision; someone who knows 

and/or understands the dynamics of your situation.  

 

Given I do sense some anxiety and tension in your letter (which is 

understandable), it could be helpful to note a teaching of the 

Rebbe:  When a person does not realize the purpose for his 

existence — which is “to serve His Creator” — he can never 

experience true tranquility and calm…When, however, a person is 

aware of the purpose for his existence and for each aspect of his 

life, he rises above all this treadmill of activity…Furthermore, the 

awareness of one’s purpose generates tranquility, not only for the 

person himself, but for the activities which he carries out in the 

world at large. This allows them to be carried out with added 

perfection and success; and thus spreads rest and tranquility 

throughout the world.  (Sicha of Shabbos Parshas Bamidbar and 

Motzaei Shavuos, 5751 (1991), reprinted from Sichos in English)    

 

Also, as the Rebbe teaches, if a person sincerely and deeply trusts 

[has bitachon] in G-d alone [that He will bestow revealed 

goodness], to the point that he is not the least bit worried, this very 

arousal causes a reciprocal response from Above, and he is blessed 

with lovingkindness (even if otherwise he would not have been 

found deserving of it).   

 

In summary:  Consider the points mentioned above and consult 

with a trusted advisor/friend.  However, remember, the blessings 

come from Hashem.  By maintaining awareness of our purpose 

and trusting that Hashem will bestow revealed goodness, we can 

feel calm and be a fitting vessel for Hashem’s blessings. 

Aharon Schmidt, marriage and individual coaching and 

counseling; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 

 

    

Halacha Corner –  Free Gift:  Reuven asked Shimon to buy him 

a set of seforim. After paying up, Shimon asked the storeowner the price of 

a certain sefer, and the owner offers it to him for free. Who deserves the 

gift?  On one hand, the storeowner did not specify to whom he is giving it, and 
therefore Shimon can claim it was for him. On the other hand, Reuven can 
argue that the gift came only as result of his purchase.  The halacha concludes 
that the gift should be divided among the two parties. There are two reasons 
given: (1) Since we are unsure who it was intended for, we split it.  (2) Since 
they each have a part in prompting the buyer to give it (Reuven made the 
purchase and Shimon asked about the additional sefer), they each receive half.  A 
difference between these two reasons: If the seller specifies that he is giving it 
to Shimon. There is no doubt for whom it was intended, yet it was Reuven's 
purchase that influenced the seller to give a gift. The Alter Rebbe paskens that in 
such a case the gift belongs to Shimon, yet a yerei Shamayim should be machmir 
and give half to Reuven.  Some acharonim write that if Shimon also benefited the 
seller in some way (e.g. he bought something for himself as well), all opinions 
would agree that it belongs entirely to Shimon. Although Reuven's purchase 
was of greater benefit to the seller, since Shimon also benefited him we can 
attribute the gift to his purchase. Therefore, in this situation there is no need to 
be machmir.  If the object does not have a fixed price (i.e. jewelry, a car) and the 
seller adds a gift, we assume that the seller is intending to give Reuven a 
discount on his purchase, and it belongs entirely to Reuven.  (by Rabbi Chaim 
Hillel Raskin, Moreh Hara’a – Beis Horaa Rechovot; reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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