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shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be printed by 

Kodesh Press 
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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ַוִּיַּטע ָּכֶרםַוָּיֶחל ֹנַח ִאיׁש ָהֲאָדָמה         [9:20]  
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Noach did according to everything that Hashem had commanded him 

Much comment is made about the fact that, whilst he was a tzaddik (righteous person), 
Noach was unable to save his generation from the mabul (flood).  The meforshim 
(commentators) explain variously that this was because he did not believe it would happen 
or, alternatively, that he did not urge his fellow men to do teshuvoh (repentance), choosing 
instead to concentrate on perfecting himself.  The last Sforno at the end of Parshas Bereishis 
has a different approach, which explains the difficulty with the second of these two 
explanations, since we know that Noach spent one hundred and twenty years building the 
teivo (ark) precisely for the reason that people should see and question him, allowing him 
copious opportunities to explain the problems of the world and how to rectify 
them.  The Sforno says that while Noach did spend his time urging people to do teshuvoh 
and correct their bad ways, he did not teach them Torah.  He did not teach them to walk in 
the ways of Hashem.  A person is not complete without Torah.  If one only makes oneself 
holy with Torah, then this will not have the impact of saving others as the Torah is the only 
foundation you can build on to influence positively other people’s futures.  We see that 
advice on moral and ethical behaviour did not change the people and, therefore, Noach was 
accused of only saving himself and not the rest of his generation because he did not teach 
them Torah.  Similarly, in raising our children we need, of course, to teach them general 
standards of moral and ethical behaviour, but that is not enough.  We must teach them 
Torah, emunoh (faith in Hashem) and bitochon (trust in Hashem).  We must teach them to 
emulate and walk in the ways of Hashem.  With Hashem’s help in the holy work of raising 
children imbued with a love of and yearning for Torah and mitzvos, we will be able to achieve 
Hashem’s precious status for us of being a ‘light unto the nations’, so that we should be 
worthy to bring moshiach tzidkeinu bimheiro ve’yomeinu. 

 

 

Noach, man of the earth, planted a vineyard 

The mesiras nefesh (altruistic self-sacrifice) of Noach in the teivo (ark) is legendary.  The Medrash records that Noach, in his 

selfless commitment to feeding and tending to the needs of each and every animal in the teivo, did not sleep for a whole.  The 
Torah tells us that upon his emerging from the teivo, Noach planted a vineyard.  In describing this, however, the Torah’s 
expression vayochel Noach indicates criticism of him for so doing.  On these words Rashi says oso atzmo chulin she’hoyo lo 
la’asok techilo be’neti’o acheres – Noach made himself mundane as something more spiritual than wine should have been 
his first choice for planting.  Rav Aharon Kotler queries why the Torah is critical of Noach if his intention was to have wine 

for the nesochim (wine libations) to accompany the korbonos (offerings) that he would bring in praise of Hashem saving him 
and his family.  In answer to this question, Rav Kotler explains that is a man earns one million pounds this year and gives 

£100,000 to tzedoko (charity) then he has performed a very valuable mitzvah.  If next year the same man earns two … page 2 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

In the Ibn Ezra’s commentary on Chumash, 

he writes that the neshama yeseiro – the 

additional soul – that we receive on Shabbos is 

an obvious fact that no one can deny.  Indeed,  

we can feel it with our own senses. 

The Lev Eliyahu (Rav Eliyahu Lopian) writes 

that the Alter of Kelm had a sickly pallor 

throughout the week.  However, as soon as 

Shabbos would arrive, the blood would rush 

to his face, giving it a healthy pigmentation 

and he would also appear full of vigour. 

All the students of Kelm could see 

this clearly, each and every 

Shabbos. 
 
 

Noach was a righteous man, perfect in his generations; 

Noach walked with G-d 

The word התהלך also appears later in Sefer Bereishis in the 

context of Avrohom Ovinu as the possuk [17:1] says, התהלך 

 walk before Me and be perfect”.  In the“ – לפני והיה תמים

case of Noach, the Torah says that he “walked with G-d”.  

Why does the Torah differentiate in this way?  The Medrash 

Rabbo explains with a moshul (parable) about a man who is 

walking along the road with his two sons.  To the younger 

one he says, “Give me your hand and I will walk with you”, 

whilst to the older one he says, “You go on ahead”.  The 

older son queries why his father does not hold his hand as 

well.  His father explains that as the boy’s brother is younger 

he will be prone to tripping and falling over any obstacle 

along the route, whilst the older boy knows how to be 

careful by himself.  So it was with Noach.  Although he was 

a righteous man, he needed a degree of divine supervision 

so that he should not stumble in his faith.  Thus, Hashem 

says that He will walk with Noach and guard him against any 

negative influences.  Conversely, with Avrohom Ovinu, who 

was already steadfast in his faith, Hashem tells him to go on 

ahead as he need not be concerned about impediments on 

the way.  As Rashi observes, “Noach needed support, but 

Avrohom would strengthen himself and walk in his 

righteousness unaided.” 

 

… million pounds yet still only gives the same amount of 

tzedoko, then he has not only defaulted on the additional 

£100,000 he should have given, but his mitzvah this time 

around does not achieve the same merit, even though he 

gave exactly the same amount.  A person is obligated to 

maximise the performance of his mitzvos based on his 

circumstances at the time.  If the mitzvah that he 

performs is below him or less than the circumstances 

pertaining at the time would demand, then he has lost 

more than the simple differential between that which he 

did and that which he should have done.  In the case of 

Noach, he was already a tsaddik (righteous man) of great 

standing.  During his time in the teivo he managed to 

elevate himself to ever higher levels of spirituality.  In the 

context of this achievement, the planting of a vineyard to 

produce wine, even for a mitzvah, was beneath the 

standard to be expected of a man of such lofty 

righteousness.  This provides a lesson for all of us.  As we 

seek to grow in mitzvos and perfect our middos 

(character attributes), so too do our challenges and 

obligations grow and we must not lose sight of the fact 

that a great accomplishment at last year’s level, may not 

even be enough to satisfy Hashem’s expectations of us 

this year if we have enhanced our madreigo (spiritual 

level) or our circumstances are improved.  There is no 

spiritual standing still in Judaism.  The analogy of walking 

up a descending escalator springs all too readily to mind. 

 
 

Continued from page 1 

ֹנַח ִאיׁש ַצִדיק ָתִמים ָהָיה ְבֹדֹרָתיו ֶאת    [6:9]
ִקים ִהְתַהֶלְך ֹנחַ   ָהֱאלִֹ

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


