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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

PARSHAS 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

The Strength to Refuse 

In the year 1809, Rav Levi Yitzchok decided to take a trip to the city of Iasi in Romania, 
which is about two hundred miles from Berditchev. At the beginning of the week, he 
inquired with the local coachmen about the journey.

“How long does it take to get to Iasi?” he asked the coachmen.

“About a week,” said one of them.

“More than a week,” said another.

“Rebbe, tell me,” said a third, “how long do you want it to take?”

“I want to be there before Sh
Shabbos?” 

“Absolutely,” he replied. “With the help of 

“Then hitch up your horses,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “We leave right away.”

Rav Levi Yitzchok invited h
they set out immediately. 

Along the way, they also stopped in Czernowitz to pay their respects to Rav Chaim Tirer, 
its Rav, the author of Be’er Mayim Chaim
of many maskilim, followers of the Jewish Enlightenment, who sought to turn their backs on 
the ancient Jewish traditions and embrace the values of the modern world. These 
persecuted Rav Chaim mercilessly until he finally decided to leave
position of Rav of Mogilev in White Russia, far to the north. This was the state of mind in 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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which Rav Levi Yitzchok and Rav Yisrael found Rav Chaim. They invited him to join them on 
their journey to Iasi, and he accepted. 

As the coachman had reassured them, they arrived in Iasi early on Friday, and they 
immediately went to meet with Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel, who was the Rav of Iasi 
and author of Oheiv Yisrael, who would one day become famous as the Rav of Apta and 
Mezhibuzh. These great Chassidic leaders met together in privacy for a long time, and when 
they emerged they did not reveal the purpose of this meeting to anyone. 

Twenty-five years later, Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin would visit Iasi and recall that mysterious 
meeting. “If Soton had known why the Berditchever Rav had wanted to come to Iasi, he 
would have set fire to the wheels of his coach.” 

The purpose of the meeting remains a mystery to this day. 

Having discussed what they discussed, the Chassidic leaders went together to shul to 
welcome the arrival of Shabbos. Word of the Berditchever’s arrival had spread quickly 
throughout Iasi and the surrounding villages, and a crowd of thousands, eager to hear the 
celestial sweetness of the Berditchever’s prayers, awaited the sages outside the shul. 

As expected, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel invited the Berditchever to lead all the 
prayers. Rav Levi Yitzchok in turn asked his son, Rav Yisrael, to lead Mincha, while he would 
lead Kabbolas Shabbos and Ma’ariv. 

After Mincha, Rav Levi Yitzchok wrapped himself in a tallis and took his place before the 
amud. Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel left his designated place as the Rav and went to stand 
on the stairs leading to the aron kodesh to the immediate left of Rav Levi Yitzchok. Then Rav 
Chaim of Czernowitz came forward and stood on the stairs to the immediate right of Rav 
Levi Yitzchok. 

A great shudder went through the crowd. Why had these holy sages arranged themselves 
as a tribunal configuration usually seen only on Yom Kippur during Kol Nidrei? Why had the 
three Rabbonim arranged to come together here in Iasi on this Shabbos? What sort of 
impending doom hung over the people of Iasi and indeed all the Jewish people? And if so, 
how would these sages prevail upon Hashem to annul the harsh decree? 

As he sang the words of Lecha Dodi, Rav Levi Yitzchok lingered over the words, “Kumi 
tze’i mitoch hahafeicha, rav loch sheves b’emek habocha, vehu yachmol alayich chemla. Arise, depart 
from amidst the chaos. Long enough have you dwelt in the valley of weeping. He will grace 
you with compassion.” He repeated them and repeated them once again. Then he fell silent 
and cocked his head to one side, as if he were listening for a sound, a sign – something. The 
vast crowd observed all of this in shock. Terror gripped their hearts, and remorseful sobs 
soon filled the eerie silence. 

Finally, Rav Levi Yitzchok stirred and seemed to hear something no one else could hear, a 
sound that signaled Divine reprieve. He leaped into the air with great joy and concluded 
Lecha Dodi with ecstatic song. 

Later that year, Rav Levi Yitzchok passed away, and a question arose as to who would 
succeed him as chief Rav of Berditchev. A committee of the city’s townspeople invited Rav 
Yisrael of Pikov to succeed his sainted father and awarded him a certificate of appointment. 
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At that time, Berditchev was also graced with the presence of Rav Ephraim Kalker, the 
son-in-law of Rav Yechiel, who was the son of Rav Moshe Chaim Ephraim, the Rav of 
Sudilkov, author of Degel Machne Ephraim, grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov. Rav Ephraim 
Kalker usually spent Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur in Berditchev and Succos with his Rebbe, 
Rav Tzvi Leib of Alik. 

When the Berditchever passed away, Rav Ephraim Kalker proposed that Rav Tzvi Leib be 
appointed as his successor. Because of his great prestige and stature, Rav Ephraim’s opinion 
was embraced by several of the most prominent householders of Berditchev, and they 
prevailed on the townspeople to offer the position to Rav Tzvi Leib. A delegation traveled to 
Alik to make the offer in person. Rav Tzvi accepted and accompanied them back to 
Berditchev to become its new Rav, much to the chagrin of Rav Levi Yitzchok’s widow and his 
son Rav Yisrael, who had expected to step into his father’s shoes. 

Rav Tzvi Leib officiated as the Rav during all that Shabbos, and Rav Yisrael stayed away. 
But as the sun settled into the horizon and the people came together for sholosh seudos, Rav 
Yisrael decided to join them at Rav Tzvi Leib’s table. When he arrived the ritual was already 
well under way. 

As soon as Rav Yisrael entered, Rav Tzvi Leib stood up and called out, “Make way for the 
Berditchever Rav!” He moved over and seated Rav Yisrael next to him at the head of the table. 

“Do not worry, Rav Yisrael,” he said. “I acknowledge you as the Rav of Berditchev. Your 
father was sitting next to me just minutes ago as I was saying my divrei Torah, and he warned 
me not to encroach on that which is rightfully yours. I promised I would not spend another 
night in Berditchev.” He paused. “He also gave me a message for you.” 

Rav Yisrael held his breath. “What did he say?” 

“He said that had you been here during the divrei Torah he would have been able to 
appear to you every Shabbos during sholosh seudos.” 

True to his word, Rav Tzvi Leib left Berditchev right after havdola but not before stopping 
at Rav Levi Yitzchok’s home and personally telling his Rebbetzin exactly what had transpired 
during sholosh seudos. 

Rav Yisrael went onto serve as his father’s successor as Rav of Berditchev. According to his 
father’s specific instructions, he also incorporated some of his own thoughts in Kedushas Levi, 
his father’s written legacy to the world. 

n 

Dvar Torah 

Yosef withstood the advances of Potiphar’s wife. The Torah tells us that “vayemo’en, he 
refused” to succumb to her blandishments. The ta’am (cantillation note) over the word 
vayemo’en is a shalsheles, which directs the reader to chant the indicated syllable in three 
twists. Why is this ta’am attached to this word? 

The three-tiered shalsheles, explains Rav Yisrael of Pikov, indicates that the merit of the 
three patriarchs, Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, enabled Yosef to resist the Egyptian 
temptress. Moreover, it may indicate the thoughts that went through Yosef’s mind as she 
tried to draw him into sin. The prophet (Amos 5:15) speaks of “the remnant of Yosef”, on 



4 � Vay

 

which Rashi explains that the name Yosef can refer to the entire Jewish people. 

Yosef realized that all three subdivisions of the Jewish nation 
Yisraelim – would suffer irreparable damage if he failed this crucial test, and this gave him 
the strength to resist. In addition, Yosef 
names: Yosef, Yehosef and Tzofnas Pa’anei’ach, the last of which, according to 
Onkelos, means “a person to whom hidden matters are revealed”. It would 
unacceptable for him to succumb to Potiphar’s wife.

nnn

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 23rd of Kislev ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Dovid of Novardok, author of 

� Rav Dovid Tevele Schiff, author of 

Schiff, (5552/1791); 

� Rav Elimelech of Tosh (now Nytass), Hungary. Son of the founder of the Tosher dynasty, Rav 

Meshulem Feish Lowy, (5707/1946);

� Rav Shabsai Yudelevitz, Yerushalmi 

+ 24th of Kislev ~ Begins Mot

� Rav Chaim Chizkiyohu Medini

Yerushalayim and was married at eighteen. After his father was 

Chaim’s cousins in Constantinople offered to support his learning if he moved there. After 

thirteen years in Turkey, he took 

He served there for thirty-three years, fighting the forces of the Karaites, before moving back to 

Yerushalayim. He lived there for two years, then moved to Chevron, where he was ap

Rav of the city in 1880. His Sdei Chemed

volume Talmudic and halachic 

+ 25th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night

� Rav Avrohom, son of the Vilna 

� Rav Yaakov Ettlinger (1798–

Karlsruhe, Germany, and grandson of the 

Yeshiva of the Bais Medrash 

Yeshiva of Altona. He authored many 

Bikurei Yaakov. He gave semicha

him for barely a year, (5632/1871);

� Rav Avrohom Mordechai Nissim Hara

� Rav Yochonon Twersky, the Tolna 

Mordechai of Tultchin, where his grandfather, Rav Menachem Nachum, was 

had moved there from Tolna a year earlier, (5749/1988);

� Rav Rephoel Avrohom Sharabi

Vayeishev / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

explains that the name Yosef can refer to the entire Jewish people. 

all three subdivisions of the Jewish nation − Kohanim
would suffer irreparable damage if he failed this crucial test, and this gave him 

the strength to resist. In addition, Yosef knew that he would ultimately be known by three 
es: Yosef, Yehosef and Tzofnas Pa’anei’ach, the last of which, according to 

, means “a person to whom hidden matters are revealed”. It would 
unacceptable for him to succumb to Potiphar’s wife. 

nnn 

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
EITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS VAYEISH

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kislev 
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Friday Night (Dec 4
th

) 

of Novardok, author of Galya Maseches, (5598/1837); 

, author of Loshon Zohov, and the son of Shlomo Zalman 

f Tosh (now Nytass), Hungary. Son of the founder of the Tosher dynasty, Rav 

Meshulem Feish Lowy, (5707/1946); 

, Yerushalmi Maggid, (5685–5757/1924–1996). 

Motzai Shabbos (Dec 5
th
) 

Rav Chaim Chizkiyohu Medini, the Sdei Chemed (1832–1904). Rav Chaim was born in 

Yerushalayim and was married at eighteen. After his father was niftar two years later, Rav 

Chaim’s cousins in Constantinople offered to support his learning if he moved there. After 

y, he took the position of Rav in the small city of Karasubazar in Crimea. 

three years, fighting the forces of the Karaites, before moving back to 

Yerushalayim. He lived there for two years, then moved to Chevron, where he was ap

Sdei Chemed is a monumental, universally-acclaimed, eighteen

 encyclopedia. 

Sunday Night (Dec 6
th
) ~ 1

st
 day of Chanukah

, son of the Vilna Gaon, (5569/1808); 

–1871), son of Rav Aharon, Rosh Yeshiva of the local 

Karlsruhe, Germany, and grandson of the Shaagas Aryeh. In 1823, he was appointed 

 in Mannheim, and twelve years later became 

of Altona. He authored many seforim, including Aruch LeNer, 

semicha to Rav Shimshon Rephoel Hirsch after the latter learned with 

him for barely a year, (5632/1871); 

Rav Avrohom Mordechai Nissim Harari-Raful, (5752/1991); 

, the Tolna Rebbe (1906–1988). He was the son of Rav Dovid 

, where his grandfather, Rav Menachem Nachum, was 

had moved there from Tolna a year earlier, (5749/1988); 

Avrohom Sharabi (1875–1927). Son of Rav Sholom Mizrachi Sharabi, he was 

explains that the name Yosef can refer to the entire Jewish people.  

Kohanim, Levi’im and 
would suffer irreparable damage if he failed this crucial test, and this gave him 

he would ultimately be known by three 
es: Yosef, Yehosef and Tzofnas Pa’anei’ach, the last of which, according to Targum 

, means “a person to whom hidden matters are revealed”. It would thus be 
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, and the son of Shlomo Zalman HaKohen 

f Tosh (now Nytass), Hungary. Son of the founder of the Tosher dynasty, Rav 

1904). Rav Chaim was born in 

two years later, Rav 

Chaim’s cousins in Constantinople offered to support his learning if he moved there. After 

in the small city of Karasubazar in Crimea. 

three years, fighting the forces of the Karaites, before moving back to 

Yerushalayim. He lived there for two years, then moved to Chevron, where he was appointed 

acclaimed, eighteen-

day of Chanukah 

of the local mesivta in 

. In 1823, he was appointed Rosh 

later became Rav and Rosh 

, Binyan Tzion and 

to Rav Shimshon Rephoel Hirsch after the latter learned with 

1988). He was the son of Rav Dovid 

, where his grandfather, Rav Menachem Nachum, was Rav. The latter 

1927). Son of Rav Sholom Mizrachi Sharabi, he was 



5 � Vayeishev / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

active in helping the victims of the Damascus blood libel. He authored Divrei Shalom, 

(5688/1927); 

� Rav Chaim of Antineya, the Tal Chaim, (5692/1931). 

+ 26th of Kislev ~ Begins Monday Night (Dec 7
th
) ~ 2

nd
 day of Chanukah 

� Rav Avrohom ben Dovid, Raavad III, also known as the Ba’al HaSogos (1121–1198). The 

third of three great Jews named Avrohom ben Dovid who lived in the same era, this Rav 

Avrohom was born in Provence in the small village of Puskeiras (Posquières) to a wealthy and 

prominent man who was close to Prince Roger. At the age of twelve he went to Lunel to study 

with Rav Meshulem ben Moshe, author of Hashlama on the Rif. He married the daughter of 

Rav Avrohom ben Yitzchok, Av Bais Din (known as Raavad II), the author of Ho’Eshkol. He 

then learned in the Yeshiva of Narbonne, headed by Rav Yosef ben Marven HaLevi. The 

Ravad's brief critical notes to the Mishne Torah are known for their abrasive quality. He 

objected to the Rambam’s methodology of presenting normative rulings without indication of 

their sources of rationales. In his later years, he learned kabbola, and his two sons, Rav Dovid 

and Rav Yitzchok Sagi Nohor, were among Provence’s first mekubolim. Among the Raavad 

III’s greatest students were Rav Yitzchok HaKohen of Narbonne (the first commentator on the 

Yerushalmi), Rav Avrohom ben Nosson HaYarchi (author of HaManhig), Rav Meir ben 

Yitzchok (author of HaEzer), and Rav Asher ben Meshulem of Lunel, (4959/1198); 

� Rav Elozor of Kozhnitz [Kozienice]. Son of Rav Yisrael, the Kozhnitzer Maggid, his thoughts 

are recorded in Likutei Mahara. One of his disciples was Rav Aryeh Yehuda Leib HaLevi 

Epstein (1837–1914), "Rebbe Leibush the Second," author of Birkas Tov, (5624/1863); 

� Rav Meshulam Roth (1875–1962). Born in Gorodenka, Galicia (now in Ukraine), his teachers 

in Talmud and halocha were Rav Yaakov Weidenfeld (Rav of Grimaylov and father of the 

Tschebiner Rav, Rav Dov Berish Weidenfeld), Rav Avrohom Mendel Steinberg (Rav of Brody) 

and Rav Meir Arik (Rav of Bucach, and perhaps the leading Galician sage of the period). For a 

time, Rav Roth also studied with Rav Yehuda Modern of Sighet, from whom he gained a strong 

attachment to the works of the Chasam Sofer. After his marriage, he was elected Rav of 

Chorostkiv (Ukraine). Rav Roth was eventually elected Rav of Shatz (Suceava, Romania) and 

later Czernowitz (Tchernovitz), Ukraine, where he witnessed the community's destruction 

during the Holocaust. In 1944, Rav Roth managed to escape to Eretz Yisrael. [16 Kislev, 

according to Yated 2006 and 2007], (5723/1962); 

� Rav Yehoshua Zelig Diskin, Rav of Pardes Chana (1896–1970), born in Chislavichi, son of 

Rav Shimon Moshe Diskin (1872–1930), author of Medrash Shimoni. Rav Yehoshua wrote the 

preface to his father’s sefer, entitled Toldos HaMechaber. His son, named for his father, Rav 

Shimon Diskin (1932–1999), was born in the town of Periaslov in the Kiev region of the 

Ukraine where Rav Yehoshua Zelig was Rav. He became one of the Roshei Yeshiva of Kol 

Torah. The Diskin family is descended from the Maharal of Prague and the Chavos Yo'ir, 

(5731/1970); 

� Rav Dovid Hirsch Mayer, Rosh Yeshiva, Bais Binyomin, Stamford, Connecticut (1947–2002). 

Son of Rav Yitzchok Zev Mayer (Nitra, Czechoslovakia), author of Maharsha Ha’Oruch, a 

close friend of Rav Michoel Ber Weissmandl. His mother, Leah, was the main character in the 

famous story of the woman who demanded a knife for her newborn son as she was being taken 

away to a concentration camp; she then circumcised her 8-day-old child. The child was Rav 

Dovid Hirsch’s older brother, Menashe. The family survived and moved to America. Rav Dovid 

Hirsch learned at the Nitra Yeshiva in Mount Kisco, NY, then in Lakewood. He was close to 
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Rav Shneur Kotler and Rav Nosson Wachtfogel and was instrumental in the founding of the 

Los Angeles Kollel. He founded Bais Binyomin in 1977, (5763/2002). 

+ 27th of Kislev ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Dec 8
th
) ~ 3

rd
 day of Chanukah  

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Rosanish, author of Tesha Shitos. He was the son of Rav Yissochor Berish, 

Av Bais Din of Podhajce, and grandson of Rav Yaakov Yehoshua of Cracow and Lvov, author 

of the Pnei Yehoshua, (5565/1804); 

� Rav Chaim (Tirar) Czernowitz (or Chernovitzer) (1760–1816), author of Be’er Mayim 

Chaim. Born near Butchatch, Galicia (now Poland), he studied under Rav Tzvi Hirsch of 

Botchatch and became a Chassid of Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov, Rav Shmelke of 

Nikolsburg and the Maggid of Mezritch. He became Rav in Czernowitz in the Bukovina 

province of Romania, in 1789, and remained there for twenty-three years. In 1812, war broke 

out, and Bukovina was annexed by Austria. The new government issued harsh anti-Semitic 

decrees, resulting in Rav Chaim’s departure, first to Botchan, then to Eretz Yisrael. He settled in 

Tzefas, where he lived privately for the last five years of his life. He is buried in Tzefas, 

(5577/1816); 

� Rav Yechiel Mechel of Galina, son-in-law of Rav Meir of Premishlan, (5627/1866); 

� Rav Shaul Margulis of Lublin, (5648/1887); 

� Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Kahan (Kohn, Kahn), the Toldos Aharon Rebbe (1914–1996). Born to 

Shaindel Berocha of Tzefas and named for his great-grandfather, Rav Yitzchok Avrohom Heller 

of Tzefas, Rav Avrohom Yitzchok and his family were forced to leave Eretz Yisrael in 1918, 

moving to Honiad in the Zibenbergen region of Romania. There he learned in the town’s 

Yeshiva, headed by Rav Avrohom Freund (father of Rav Moshe Aryeh Freund, later to head the 

Badatz in Yerushalayim). He eventually moved to the Yeshiva of Krulle, headed by Rav Yoel 

Teitelbaum, and moved with the Yeshiva to Satmar. He became very close to Rav Aharon 

(Arele) Roth, founder of Shomrei Emunim of Meah She’orim, and later married his daughter. 

When his mentor was niftar in 1947, Rav Avrohom Yitzchok became his successor. He 

authored Divrei Emuna. Following his petira, two of his sons became Rebbes. The younger son, 

Rav Duvid Kahn of Monsey, a talmid of the Satmar Rebbe, became the Toldos Aharon Rebbe. 

The elder son, Rav Shmuel Yaakov Kahn, a talmid of the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, became the Rebbe 

of a group that was named Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok after his father, whose main Bais Medrash 

is also in Meah She’orim, one block away from the Toldos Aharon building. Another son is a 

Rosh Yeshiva in Kiryas Yoel, New York. Rav Avrohom Yitzchok is said to have instructed his 

followers to learn the works of Rav Aharon HaLevi of Staroselye (Strashelye), which include 

Sha’arei HaYichud VeHaEmunah, Shaarei Avoda and Avodas HaLevi, (5757/1996); 

� Rav Boruch Yehoshua Yerachmiel Rabinowitz, Rebbe of Munkatch and Chief Rav of Sao 

Paulo, Brazil, and Cholon, Eretz Yisrael, (5675–5758/1914–1997). 

+ 28th of Kislev ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Dec 9
th

) ~ 4
th

 day of Chanukah  

� Rav Avrohom Ravigo. Born in Modena, Italy, he became highly esteemed as both a supporter 

of Torah and as a great Torah scholar himself. He and a party of twenty-five set sail from 

Livorno, Italy, for Eretz Yisrael in 1702. When they arrived in Yerushalayim, his wife, daughter, 

and closest talmid died in a plague. He opened a Yeshiva; among the ten Rabbonim who learned 

there was the son-in-law of Rav Yehuda HeChassid. After the petira of Rav Moshe ben Chaviv, 

Rav Avrohom was appointed Rishon Letzion. However, he passed away during one of his trips 

abroad trying to raise funds. His talmid, Rav Mordechai ben Yehuda Leib Ashkenazi, wrote 
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Eshel Avrohom on the Zohar and other Kabbalistic teachings that he received from Rav 

Avrohom, (5745/1714); 

� Rav Avrohom Madjar, Av Bais Din in Yerushalayim and author of Divrei Sholom, 

(5595/1834); 

� Rav Boruch Dovid Twersky of Klintowitz, author of Vayevorech Dovid, (5686/1925); 

� Rav Ezra Hamway, Ra’avad of Aram Tzova in Syria, (5706/1945); 

� Rav Eliyohu Meir Bloch (1894–1955). Born on Simchas Torah in the small Lithuanian city of 

Telshe to Rav Yosef Leib, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Telshe, having assumed the helm of the 

Yeshiva from his father-in-law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, the founder of the Yeshiva. After his 

marriage, he spent twelve years as a Rosh Yeshiva at Telshe. When it became clear that the 

Yeshiva could not continue under the Soviets, the administration sent Rav Elya Meir and his 

brother-in-law, the late Rosh Yeshiva Rav Chaim Mordechai Katz, on a mission to the United 

States, to raise funds to move the Yeshiva to either America or Eretz Yisrael. When they arrived, 

they learned of the Nazi invasion. They decided to restart the Yeshiva in Cleveland, 

(5716/1955); 

� Rav Chaim Mordechai Wainkrantz (1920–2004). Born in Popov, Poland, he studied at the 

Novardok branch in Polutsk, then traveled to Bialystok to learn at the Bais Yosef Yeshiva under 

Rav Avrohom Yoffen. During World War II, he was exiled to Siberia. In 1947, he moved to 

America, married, and learned in Kollel for another ten years under Rav Yoffen. He then 

founded a Yeshiva Ketana. He was also Maggid Shiur at Congregation Shomrei Emuna. In his 

later years, he became Rosh Yeshiva at Bais Yosef, (5765/2004). 

+ 29th of Kislev ~ Begins Thursday Night (Dec 10
th

) ~ 5
th
 day of Chanukah  

� Rav Aharon Shimon Shapiro of Prague, (5440/1679); 

� Rav Chizkiya ben Dovid da Silva, author of Pri Chodosh on the Shulchon Aruch, born in 

Livorna, Italy,(5420–5459/1659-1698); 

� Rav Gedalia of Linitz, author of Teshuos Chein. Son of Rav Yitzchok, he was a talmid of the 

Maggid of Mezritch. Rebbe Nachman said about Rav Gedalya of Linitz that he was foremost in 

bringing people to teshuva in that generation, even though he never gave lectures and only sat 

and learned all day, (5564/1803); 

� Rav Tzvi Mordechai of Plavna, (5627/1866); 

� Rav Shlomo HaKohen of Vilna, author of Cheshek Shlomo, (5666/1905); 

� Rav Boruch Hager of Vishiva, (5705/1944); 

� Rav Yitzchok Shmuel Eliyohu Finkler of Radoshitz (Radoszyce), (1902–1944), son of Rav 

Meir Menachem Finkler, (5623–5673/1862–1912); 

� Rav Yisrael of Husyatin and Rizhin. The son of Rav Mordechai Shraga and grandson of the 

Rizhiner Rebbe, he married Nechama Gitel, a granddaughter of his uncle, Rav Avrohom Yaakov 

of Sadiger, when he was fourteen years old. He was also the uncle of Rav Moshenyu of Boyan. 

In 1937, he moved to Tel Aviv, along with his son-in-law, Rav Yaakov, who would succeed him 

twelve years later, (5710/1949); 

� Rav Shlomo Dovid Kahana of Warsaw and Yerushalayim, the Avi Ho’Agunos, (5714/1953); 

� Rav Zushe Waltner (1918–2002). Born in Hungary, he traveled through Cracow and 

Switzerland until he was eventually admitted to England in 1937. There, Rav Waltner 

developed a very close relationship with Rav Eliyohu Dessler. After the war, Rav Waltner and 

Rav Aryeh Grossnass traveled to Europe to help the shattered remnants of European Jewry, and 

founded the Yeshiva in Sunderland to accommodate some of them. Traveling to Tangiers to 



8 � Vayeishev / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

recruit talmidim for Sunderland, he met Rav Shmuel Toledano, who soon built a Yeshiva 

building and then invited Rav Waltner to come and found a Yeshiva. At the advice of Rav 

Dessler, who consulted with the Chazon Ish on the matter, Rav Waltner accepted the challenge. 

There he set up a Yeshiva called Eitz Chaim. There are thousands of Bnei Torah and religious 

balabatim today who freely acknowledge that he is responsible for their spiritual life. He also 

established the Otzar HaTorah institutions in Morocco. Among his talmidim from Tangiers are 

Rav Shimon Pinto of Strasbourg and Rav Shlomo Farrache of Bnei Brak, (5763/2002). 

+ 30th of Kislev ~ Begins Friday Night (Dec 11
th

) ~ 6
th

 day of Chanukah 

� Rav Tzvi Yehuda (Hashi) Friedman (1925–2005). Born in Pressburg, Hungary, Rav Hashi 

was a descendant of the Chasam Sofer, whose youngest daughter, Rechel, married Rav Tzvi 

Yehuda Friedman from Topolcany. Their youngest son, Yeshaya, married Yehudis Link and had 

a son, Moshe, who married Malka Hochhauser. Rav Moshe had three sons, Nissan, Hashi, and 

Pinchas. Among Hashi’s teachers were Rav Akiva Sofer (the Da’as Sofer), Rav Avrohom 

Shmuel Binyomin Sofer (the Cheishev Sofer) and Rav Michoel Ber Weissmandl. In 1944, he 

was sent to Auschwitz and marched the Death March to Gleiwitz and was transported to 

Buchenwald. Although his entire family was murdered, he lived another sixty years. He 

immigrated to Montreal in 1951 and moved to Toronto in 1970. His life was filled with Torah 

and hachnossas orchim (hospitality), (5766/2005). 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Chaim of CzernowitzRav Chaim of CzernowitzRav Chaim of CzernowitzRav Chaim of Czernowitz, , , , 27272727
thththth
    of Kislevof Kislevof Kislevof Kislev    

Author of Be’er Mayim Chaim    

A True Taste of Shabbos 

(This is a very famous story about 
the Be’er Mayim Chaim; I have even heard 
a version that was told by Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach.) 

Hershel was a pure comedian, one of 
a rare breed. He didn't just tell jokes; he 
breathed them. Certainly, it seemed to the 
people in his village of Mosayov in the 
Marmorash area that he had never drawn a 
serious breath in his life. He lived for 
laughs. Nothing was sacred or out of 
bounds to make fun of. Fear of Hashem 
was absolutely foreign to him. The grin 
never left his face. 

As might be expected, Hershel soon 
became the most popular guy in Mosayov 

among the idle, the crude, the silly and the 
drinkers. Whenever there was a crowd of 
people on the street or in the village tavern 
laughing hilariously, it was guaranteed that 
in the middle was to be found Hershel, 
perfecting his craft. 

Hershel himself was not numbered 
among the unemployed. He made a nice 
living as a seller of livestock. As his 
business took him to all the neighboring 
towns and villages, his reputation as a 
comic spread throughout the Marmorash 
region. 

Each year he would travel to the 
annual great livestock fair in Czernowitz. 
Another person who consistently attended 
the fair was the Rav of the city, the well-
known Tzaddik and scholarly author, Rav 
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Chaim of Czernowitz. He would circulate 
among the merchants and give them the 
opportunity to contribute to the many 
worthy causes that he was involved in for 
helping needy people and educational 
institutions. 

One year, the fair took place from 
Sunday through Friday. By the last day the 
Tzaddik had already gathered a significant 
sum. As he made his final rounds of the 
stalls, he came across a large group 
laughing raucously, slapping their thighs 
and winking at each other. No doubt about 
it – Hershel the Mosayover must be in the 
midst of them. And in top form, too. 

Rav Chaim thought to slip around 
them inconspicuously. He knew that from 
these crude, empty-headed types he could 
not expect much 'business' anyway. But 
Hershel was quicker than him. "Hey! Holy 
Rebbe! Sholom Aleichem!" he called out, 
still grinning from the last joke he had just 
successfully cracked. 

"Aleichem sholom, my fellow Jews," 
responded the Rav warmly. The die was 
cast. Now he could no longer turn away. 
"Perhaps you gentlemen would care to take 
a share in the great mitzva of tzedoka?" 

"And why would you need charitable 
contributions?" asked Hershel, still 
smirking. 

"For pidyon shevuyim–redeeming 
Jews in captivity, called the greatest mitzva 
of all," the Rav responded promptly. 
"There is a poor, unfortunate Jew who 
owes a large debt of 1500 zylotas (Polish 
gold currency) to his noble. Now he is 
languishing in a dungeon." 

Hershel's companions were all 
grinning in anticipation. They waited 
eagerly for their friend's witty riposte in the 
rabbi-jester dialogue.  

Hershel put his hand in his pocket 
and took out 1500 zylotas, all the money he 
had brought with him to replenish his 
livestock. "Here you are, Rav," he said 
quietly, with a strange look on his face. 

"Here is the entire sum you need for the 
redeeming captives mitzva." 

All the onlookers were startled for a 
moment, but then they realized this must 
be one of Hershel's clever jests. The naive 
Rav would put out his hand for the money, 
and Hershel would pretend to give it to him 
and then at the last moment he would 
snatch it back, making a fool of the gullible 
scholar. 

But the Tzaddik was not so naive 
after all. He held back, and simply gazed at 
the clownish Hershel thoughtfully. 

"No, No," exclaimed Hershel, as his 
face took on a fully serious expression. "I 
really mean it. No joke. Please. Take the 
money." As he spoke the words, he 
approached the Tzaddik and pushed into 
his hand the bulging wallet he had drawn 
out of his pocket. 

The astonished Rav felt himself 
overwhelmed with emotion: excitement 
and relief at being able to secure the release 
of the poor imprisoned Jew, amazement 
that such a lowly soul could ascend to the 
highest of peaks in the briefest of moments. 
His cheeks were flushed; warm tears 
pooled at the corners of his eyes. 

Hershel himself was stunned. He 
couldn't understand what he had just done. 
It had been a spontaneous impulse that had 
overcome him, but why had it been so 
irresistible? 

The Tzaddik wished to bless his 
donor appropriately, but wasn't sure how. 
For Rav Chaim, life turned on one hinge: 
Shabbos. He had even written a unique 
book, Sidduro Shel Shabbos, explaining 
according to mystical principles the 
exaltedness and holiness of the Seventh 
Day. But how was that relevant to the 
loutish man who stood before him? 
Nevertheless, he thought to himself, such a 
deed deserves the greatest blessing of all. 
Still brimming with enthusiasm, he 
exclaimed: 

"I bless you that, in the merit of this 
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great mitzva that you have done, you will 
experience the true taste of Shabbos." 

Hershel was still numb. He nodded 
his head as if he understood what the 
Tzaddik was talking about and answered, 
"Amen." 

On Sunday Hershel returned to 
Mosayov. Since he had no money, there 
was no reason to remain in Czernowitz. 
Still, he remained his cheerful, joking self. 

As the week progressed, however, he 
began to feel a strange feeling welling up 
inside him, a spirit of holiness, something 
he had never felt before in his life. When 
Friday dawned and the feeling was even 
more intense, he realized that it must be 
connected to the oncoming Shabbos, and 
that this Shabbos would definitely be like 
no other he had ever experienced. 

He went shopping to purchase 
appropriate food, and he could barely 
control his trembling. As the hours went 
by, his inner upheaval grew stronger and 
stronger. He didn't know what would be. 

All those who encountered Hershel 
that Shabbos could hardly recognize him. 
Was that really him – singing, dancing, 
studying, praying with ecstasy? Hershel 
could barely recognize himself! His entire 
being was bursting with the pleasure of 
Shabbos. 

It was the talk of the town. The idea 
that Hershel the clown could be caught up 
in a Tzaddik-type of intense love of 
Shabbos cracked up everyone who heard it 

even more than Hershel's intentional jests. 
They even entertained the possibility that 
he had gone insane. 

But then the news spread about 
what had happened at the livestock fair in 
Czernowitz – of the incongruous charitable 
deed that Hershel had done and the 
extraordinary blessing of the Tzaddik. 
People began to consider the issue more 
seriously.  

After that Shabbos, Hershel 
returned to his customary light-hearted 
joking manner. But by the following 
Shabbos he was again overwhelmed by the 
same spirit of holiness. It was as if there 
were two Hershels: the weekday persona 
and the special Shabbos one. 

Weeks went by, and months, 
without change in his situation. Hershel 
felt himself cracking under the strain of his 
dual personality. He decided to travel back 
to Czernowitz to discuss his situation with 
the Tzaddik who had blessed him. 

Rav Chaim told him that in order to 
absorb the taste of Shabbos without 
spiritual and psychological damage, he 
would have to refine his weekday behavior. 
Hershel decided to stay on in Czernowitz in 
order to attach himself to the Tzaddik and 
to learn from him. He did so, and became a 
completely different person as his daily 
lifestyle changed to be harmonious with his 
weekly Shabbos elevation. 

Translated and freely adapted by Yerachmiel 

Tilles from Sichas HaShavua #461. 
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Rav Gedalia of LinitzRav Gedalia of LinitzRav Gedalia of LinitzRav Gedalia of Linitz,,,,    22229999
thththth
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Author of Teshuos Chein 

The Holy Challa of Rebbetzin Perel 

Rav Levi Yitzchok and his Rebbetzin 
once spent Shabbos in the town of Linitz at 
the home of the local Rav, the famed 
Tzaddik and disciple of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov, Rav Gedalia of Linitz, author of 

Teshuos Chein. The Linitzer Rebbetzin gave 
the honor of braiding the challos for 
Shabbos to Rebbetzin Perel, the 
Berditchever Rebbetzin. 

When Rebbetzin Perel braided the 
challa in honor of Shabbos, she whispered 
a personal prayer: “Ribbono Shel Olam – 
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Master of the world! I beseech You 
my Levi Yitzchok, when he recites the 
blessing of hamotzi over the challa

� � � � � � �

Rav Shlomo HaKohen of VilnaRav Shlomo HaKohen of VilnaRav Shlomo HaKohen of VilnaRav Shlomo HaKohen of Vilna

Rav Shlomo HaKohen was born in 
Vilna in 5588/1828. His father, Rav Yisrael 
Meir HaKohen, served as a Dayan
Vilna Bais Din. Rav Shlomo learned under 
his older brother, Rav Betzalel, whom he 
mentions in his seforim, and later under 
Rav Yitzchok Shirvaniter. At sixteen,
Shlomo had already finished the entire 
Shas. Rav Shlomo’s glosses on the 
were published in the Vilna Edition 
under the name Cheshek Shlomo
halachic responsa were published under 
the title She’eilos U’teshuvos Binyan 
Shlomo. Rav Shlomo was a Dayan
for nearly forty years. 

It is related that when thieves once 
broke into his house, he ran home and 


Refuah Sheleimah 

לרפואה שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס
ציפורה בת גילה לרפואה שלימה

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 מרדכי ב� מלכה רב ראוב� אלטר  
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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Master of the world! I beseech You – help 
zchok, when he recites the 

challa, to have 

in mind the same holy 
intentions that I had at the time I braided 
them.” 
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Author of Cheshek Shlomo

was born in 
Vilna in 5588/1828. His father, Rav Yisrael 

Dayan on the 
. Rav Shlomo learned under 

his older brother, Rav Betzalel, whom he 
, and later under 

Rav Yitzchok Shirvaniter. At sixteen, Rav 
Shlomo had already finished the entire 

. Rav Shlomo’s glosses on the Gemora 
were published in the Vilna Edition Shas 

Cheshek Shlomo. His 
responsa were published under 
She’eilos U’teshuvos Binyan 

Dayan in Vilna 

It is related that when thieves once 
broke into his house, he ran home and 

checked to see if his copy of 
Yerucham was still there. (
Yerucham was an expensive and rare 
at the time). Upon seeing that it was 
untouched, he declared, “
nothing was stolen.” 

The Chofetz Chaim
Shlomo, who was a Kohen
Moshiach’s arrival and was fluent in all 
halochos pertaining to kohanim
avoda in the Bais HaMikdo
was niftar on the 29th of 
day of Chanuka, 5666/1905, at the age of 
seventy-seven.  

Zecher tzaddik livrachah


 
 לרפואה

     לרפואה שלימה

שלו�' ר
 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
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  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
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לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on 

was a special man who welcomed all with a smile 

and a hug. Although he suffered terribly, he never 

uttered any complaints. May he be a Meilitz 

Yosher for his family and friends.
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was a special man who welcomed all with a smile 

and a hug. Although he suffered terribly, he never 
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