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   – ’Rebbe Shimon for everything‘  'שמעון לכל' ר'

With a heavy heart my friend sat on my bench in the kollel and told me 
what was on his heart: “I bought a ticket to fly overseas to seek help from 
friends and relatives to raise money to marry off my son the chassan! “Nu! 
Mazel Tov! Why do you sound depressed?!” Most probably because the 
only time that was possible for him to fly was in the month of Elul when he 
would rather sit in the walls of the Bais Hamidrash and with a preparation 
like this, who knows how he will come to Yom HaDin – Judgment Day?! 
When the day of the flight approached he went up to Meron to pour out 
his dilemma by Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai and plead for salvation in a way 
that he will not have to fly and he should merit to prepare properly with 
extra sanctity for the upcoming Yom HaDin. In the cave of the Tanna he 
recited with intentness and concentration of the heart the entire sefer of 
Tehillim and he eloquently added a request. When he finished he went 
into the coffee room near the cave to drink a hot drink and revive. In the 
coffee room a stranger turned to him and said: “ I saw that you recited 
Tehillim nicely!” Confused, he answered “Yes”. He continued to ask, “Are 
you marrying off a son?” He responded, “Yes.” “When is the wedding?” he 
asked. He responded, “In Kislev.” He continued to question, “Where do 
you have the money?” He quietly replied, “I don’t have any!!” “What are 
you going to do?” “I am asking from Hashem.”  
Unexpectedly, the man took out his checkbook and wrote a check for 
$10,000!!! He showed the check to my father (HaRav Gamliel) and my 
brother a minute and a half after receiving it with tears flowing from his 
eyes and with trembling hands from the great salvation that he merited in 
such an unnatural way. Of course, he canceled the flight and he remained 
in Israel with an amount more than he hoped to collect overseas. 

 .ר.י.ר
* ~ * ~ * 

 –  ’For to Hashem is the Salvation‘   הישועה' להכי 
I manage the funds of the business very responsibly and seriously. I do not 
work in the category of ‘close enough is alright’ rather the money we are 
discussing but the funds that were supposed to come in to the business 
did not come in time which caused me to be in a situation where I would 
not be able to make my payments on time. I paced back and forth until I 
was desperate and I beseeched the Creator for salvation. Out of nowhere 
my aunt called me and with difficulty and embarrassed she spoke to me, 
she apologized thirty times without exaggeration until she was able to tell 
me that she opened a wallet that she had not opened for twenty years and 
she found a bundle of dollars with a note with my name on it as the owner 
of the money… 
This happened to be money that I had left with her for safekeeping some 
twenty years ago and was completely forgotten about and now that I was 
in a difficult state Hashem opened her eyes and saved me… 

.ט.ר  

 

 – One Who Hates Gifts Will Live שונא מתנות יחיה
When Maran HaGriz (Rav Yitzchak Zev HaLevi Soloveichik) of 
Brisk zt”l married off one of his children, the owner of the 
catering hall did not want to take any money from him for the 
use of the hall. The Griz insisted and said to him: “Do me a 
favor and take the money from me because money is the 
cheapest thing to pay with, and If I don’t pay you with money 
I will owe you something else and the end result will be that it 
will be with something that is more valuable than money 
itself.” 
When we think about it, we see how right the Brisker Rav was 
in his thinking. Money is used for everything, and as the 
popular clever expression goes, ‘greed has no limits to the 
bargains one can purchase’ and when someone does you a 
favor and he does not want payment, it is a sign that he 
wants you to remember the favor and repay it when money 
will not be of use for if he did not need a favor like this and he 
would have taken the money due him. 
We see something similar to this in our parsha. When 
Avraham Avinu was busy with the purchase of land from 
Ephron the Chiti for the burial of Sarah, he did not want to 
accept any money for it and he said to him (23:11): 

 השדה נתתי לך והמערה אשר בו לך נתתיה
I have given the field to you, and as for the cave that is in it, I 

have given it to you. 
This was a gift for no money, but Avraham insisted and not 
only did he want to pay for it, but more than this he told 
Ephron that he would be doing him a great favor by taking 
money from him for it. As Targum Onkelos translates the 
words of Avraham: 

 אם עתה לו שמעני נתתי כסף השדה

If you would only heed me! I have given you the money of the 
field 

‘If you do me a favor, take the money of the field from me.’ 
What is this favor? Rather, Avraham knew that this person did 
not want to give him anything for free, without money, and 
certainly he wanted to be remembered for a favor in the 
future which he could not buy for money, Avraham, though 
his characteristic was chessed – kindness, did not in any way 
want to owe a favor to a wicked man. Therefore, he asked 
him to take the money and he explained that he was doing 
him a favor by taking the money in that he would not have to 
owe him a favor. 
And we see later that Avraham was correct in his thinking, for 
at the end of the conversation Ephron demanded a large 
amount of money, four hundred silver shekel in negotiable 
currency, and if his intention at the beginning was to do a 
favor for Avraham at the end he would not have taken so 
much money.                           - Tiv HaTorah – Chayei Sarah 
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Behold, in our parsha, the Holy Torah describes in great detail the 
shidduch – marriage arrangement – of Yitzchak. We can learn many 
topics of setting up a house in Israel from these posukim. Even from the 
very time that Avraham began to worry about the marriage arrangement 
for his son teaches us what it takes to prepare a person to build his 
proper and adequate home. We see in our parsha that at the time that 
Avraham was busy with the marriage arrangement of Yitzchak, Yitzchak 
was already forty years old as it states further on (25:20) and the 
question is, why did Avraham wait so long, why didn’t he marry him off 
sooner? 
In order to explain this topic we first have to explain the topic of the 
Akeidah and why it is considered one of the tests of Avraham Avinu, and 
it is not considered a test of Yitzchak.  Yitzchak offered his life, and it is 
brought in Chaza”l that he told his father Avraham to bind his body 
properly so that he should not move from the place of his binding for 
then the shechita would be valid. However, if he would be able to move, 
then he suspected that he would flinch and his shechita would be invalid 
since it was not done in the right place. We see from here that he did not 
take the matter lightly as he suspected that perhaps he might move at 
the time of shechita and still the test was not put in his name and the 
matter needs explanation. 
In order to resolve these issues we will point out that which is written in 
the holy seforim, that the purpose of the creation of man is that he cling 
to the characteristics of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. It is brought in the Gemara 
(Sotah 14a): Rebbe Chama b’rebbe Chanina said: What is the meaning of 
that which is written (Devorim 13:5): 

 אלקיכם תלכו' אחרי ה

Hashem, your G-d, shall you follow? 
Now is it possible for a human being to follow the Divine Presence? But it 
has already been said (Devorim 4:24): 

 אלקיך אש אכלה הוא' כי ה

For Hashem, your G-d – He is a consuming fire! 
Rather, to follow means that we should emulate the attributes of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Just as He clothes the naked, as it is written 
(Bereishis 3:21): 

 אלקים לאדם ולאשתו כתנות עור וילבשם' ויעש ה
And Hashem G-d made for Adam and his wife skin garments, and He 

clothed them, 
you too should clothe the naked. HaKadosh Baruch Hu visited the sick as 
it is written (Bereishis 18:1): 

 באלוני ממרא' וירא אליו ה

Hashem appeared to Avraham in the plains of Mamre 
you too should visit the sick. HaKadosh Baruch Hu comforted mourners, 
as it is written (Bereishis 25:11): 

 ויהי אחרי מות אברהם ויברך אלקים את יצחק בנו
And it was after the death of Avraham that Hashem blessed Yitzchak his 

son 
you too should comfort mourners. HaKadosh Baruch Hu buried the dead 
as it is written Devorim 34:6): 

 ויקבר אותו בגי
He buried him in the depression 

you too should bury the dead. 
Behold, if one contemplates the depth of this section he will understand 
that the essential purpose of this is to eliminate the ‘entity’ of a person. 
The meaning of these words is that it is incumbent on a person to nullify 
his attributes and make them like the attributes of his Maker, for a 
person by his nature, his attributes are limited, and as for the attributes 
of Yisbarach, there is no limit whatsoever. Let us take for example, the 
attributes of compassion and mercy discussed in the afore-mentioned 
Chaza”l. This attribute is implanted in every single Jew, every Jew has 
compassion beating in his heart, and in general, when he sees someone 
in distress pangs of compassion are aroused within him and he wants to 
help him. 

 
 

 
 

However, if this particular person has perchance sinned against him in 
some way, then even though he feels compassion towards him still, he 
will not feel the same compassion towards him as one who has not 
sinned against him and it is quite possible that if this person had sinned 
against him that he feels pangs of hatred toward him chas v’shalom. 
This hatred will completely negate and feelings of compassion he might 
have had for the sinner. All this is in a person who has limits regarding 
the ‘entity’ that is within him. This is not so in regard to the Creator of 
the Worlds that in place of His greatness you find His humility and with 
His great compassion he has compassion even for the greatest wicked 
person there is. Even if He punishes him it is not through hatred chas 
v’shalom, but rather, even the punishment stems from mercy for He 
wants him to benefit and to be cleansed from sin. The service of a 
person is to nullify the ‘entity’ that is within him and then incidentally 
there will be no limit to his attributes and he will be able to make 
comparable to the attributes of his Creator. It comes out from this that 
the purpose of a person is to negate the category of entity and to refine 
the attributes to this purpose. 
In light of what we have said the topic of the Akeidah is clarified. Why is 
the test not attributed to Yitzchak? For without a doubt Yitzchak Avinu 
craved to completed cling to his Creator, and in order to do this he 
wanted to nullify his entire entity. When Avraham commanded him 
with the mitzvah of the Akeidah, Yitzchak saw the opportunity to cancel 
his entity through it and therefore this was not a test for him at all for a 
test only applies to a person when he does not feel a need for it and 
therefore his heart leans to do the opposite and then when he 
overpowers it to do the will of his Creator, it is considered as if he has 
overcome a test and it counts to his credit. This is not so in regard to 
Yitzchak Avinu who saw in this episode a measure of completeness and 
it was not in the category of a test, for certainly he wanted to merit 
completeness. But to Avraham Avinu this was considered a great test 
and not because he wanted to act against the will of his Creator, rather, 
he was not clear as to what was his true will. On the one hand, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him that Yitzchak would be called his offspring 
and on the other hand Hashem Yisbarach told him to offer him up as an 
olah – a burnt offering, and the main test was to determine the truth as 
to what was the will of Hashem Yisbarach and to do it. 
Through what we have said we can also explain why Avraham waited 
until now to get involved with the marriage of Yitzchak, for the purpose 
of marriage is to continue the generations and in order to continue the 
generations it is incumbent on a person to strengthen the power of 
giving to another. It is incumbent on a person to worry about another 
for his children and his household and in order for a person to prepare 
for this he has to refine his attributes and if his attributes are properly 
refined the he will be able to withstand all the challenges that arise in 
building his house, and if chas v’shalom he has a partial attribute of 
entity, then he will not be able to withstand this difficult undertaking 
which sometimes makes a person nullify his entire ‘self’. Therefore, as 
long as Avraham did not see in Yitzchak this complete nullification of 
self, he held himself back from involving himself in his marriage. Only 
after he bound him on the mizbeach and he saw in actuality the 
complete negation of self did Avraham realize that he was ready and he 
saw that it was appropriate to arrange a marriage. 
This matter is appropriate for everyone to know, that the refining of the 
attributes is the purpose of his world and applies to him so that he can 
properly cling to his Creator and towards others so that he will be able 
to build his house and continue upright and blessed generations.  

 
Dear Yehudi! Do not keep this benefit just for yourself, you are invited 
to print and distribute the weekly sheet in your neighborhood and be 
a partner in benefiting the masses. You can receive the sheet by email 
or by printing it.  

To subscribe to the English edition 
shmuel191@msn.comPlease send an email to  

To subscribe to the Hebrew edition 
shivti11@gmail.comPlease send an email to  
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