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 נשמת אסתר לאה בת שלום יהודה 

  Brachos Of Tzadikim 
 A Chassid who was childless came to the Avnei 
Nezer for a Bracha to have children. He refused to give a 
Bracha saying that the child may grow up to become a 
priest. Although this Chassid didn’t receive a Bracha for 
children from the Avnei Nazer, he did receive it from his 
son- the famed Shem Mishmuel (1855-1926). What was 
the outcome? This Chassid had five children. Four were 
killed in the Holocaust and one survived through 
disguising himself as a priest!  
  

When the Rambam (1135-1204) was a little child, 
his father brought him to the Ri Migash1 (1077-1141)- who 
was on the verge of death- to receive a Bracha. Later in 
life, the Rambam remarked that his Chochma came from 
that Bracha.      

 
For many years, the parents of the Ben Ish Chai 

had no children. In the year 1832, his mother traveled to 
Morocco to receive a Bracha from R’ Yaakov 
Abuchatzera. He told her, “you will have a son that will 
light up the eyes of the Jewish people in righteousness.” 
The following year the Ben Ish Chai was born.2  

 
Where do Tzadikim get this power from- that 

their Brachos come to fruition? To understand this let us 
give the following analogy. Although one may be a top 
surgeon, a surgery will not be successful unless he has 
clean utensils. The same applies here as if one has a clean 
mouth then his words can be effective. Being that a 
Tzadik has a pure mouth, his Brachos can have special 
power.3   

 
In this way we can explain  לא יחל דברו ככל היצא מפיו

יעשה
4

 ; he shall not desecrate his words, according to 

                                                           
1 At the age of 12, he went to study under the renowned 
Rif for fourteen years. Shortly before his death, the Rif 
ordained the Ri Migash as his successor as Rosh 
Hayeshiva- passing over his own son- then 26. He held this 
position for 38 years. The Rambam writes about the Ri 
Migash: "the Talmudic learning of this man amazes 
everyone who understands his words and the depth of 
his speculative spirit, so that it might almost be said of 
him that his equal has never existed." The Ri Migash 
wrote a commentary on Gemara. Most of the 
manuscripts were lost during the centuries of turmoil and 
persecution in Spain.  
2 Incidentally, the Gemara (Moed Katan 16b) says that a 
Tzadik can cancel Hashem’s decrees.  
3 The Gemara (Brachos 7a) states  שלא תהא ברכת הדיוט קלה

 the Bracha given by an ordinary person should ;בעיניך
never be unimportant in your eyes. Another 
interpretation offered: even if the Bracha is given in a 
 ordinary type of way, it shouldn’t be light in your ;הדיוט
eyes (see Likutai Harim, Brachos 7a, s.v. שלא). 
4 Bamidbar 30:3 

whatever comes from his mouth he shall do. Another 
interpretation is: when one doesn’t profane his words ( לא

 then whatever comes from his mouth comes ,(יחל דברו
true (ככל היצא מפיו יעשה). Accordingly, the Brachos of 
Tzadikim are effective.5  
************************************************ 

    Having Simcha In Av 
When a leader is in his palace and has all he 

wants, he is happy and feels in need of no one. However, 
when he feels a lack, he may call in his servants to sing 
and cheer him up. In a similar vein, Hashem feels ‘low’ 
since there is no Beis Hamikdash. This is especially so 
during the 3 weeks.6 Therefore, we need to give ‘Chizuk’ 
to Hashem as it says ים-תנו עז לאלה .7 This is done through 
doing Avodas Hashem with enthusiasm and happiness. 
With this we can appreciate a deeper meaning in8  עבדו את

 the purpose of Avoda is to do it in a way that it -ה' בשמחה
gives Simcha to Hashem.   

 
The Gemara9 tells us משנכנס אב ממעטין בשמחה; 

when the month of אב comes in, we diminish our Simcha. 
This can also mean that when אב comes in we diminish in 
our pleasures- no meat, showering and the like. How 
should this be done? 10.בשמחה In fact, the Chazon Ish gives 
us a fascinating insight. A Navi is required to be בשמחה 
when he receives a prophesy. Consequently, Yirmiya had 
to be מחהבש  when he wrote Eicha.11 The name given to 
this month is מנחם אב- we need to console Hashem, our 
father in heaven.   
************************************************ 

               How Much Do You Believe? 
R’ Mordechai Yafe, also known as the Levush 

(1535-1612), writes he had always wondered since we read 
Eicha12 publicly on Tisha Bav and we say the Bracha of על

 why we don’t write it on Klaf; parchment and ,מקרא מגילה
make it a Sefer in its own right as is the Halacha with that 

                                                           
5 One should still be careful with his speech since what 
one says may come true as it states ככל היוצא מפיו יעשה 
(See Sefer Hachinuch, 231 and Moed Katan 18a).  
6 See the Koznitzer Magid in his Sefer Avodas Yisrael, 
Masei 
7 Tehillim 68:35 
8 Tehillim 100:2 
9 Taanis 26b 
10 We lessen the mourning by being בשמחה. In a similar 
vein, R’ Shwab points out that the Gemara says in Adar 
we increase in Simcha whereas in Av we decrease in 
Simcha. We see that a Jew must always have Simcha. 
11 When there is meaning in suffering, one can be בשמחה 
and it is no contradiction. 
12 Chazal (Sanhedrin 104a) comment that the destruction 
of Yerushalayim is described in the order of the ב-א  since 
we transgressed the Torah which was given through the 

ב-א . We find a consolation for this in the name of the 
month as it is called מנחם אב- consolation of the ב-א .  
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which is to fulfill an obligation 13.בצבור So, why do we read 
it from a Chumash?14

 

 

The Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum,15 asked 
on the words לשנה הבאה בירושלים; next year in 
Yerushalayim,16 that it seems to contradict the אני מאמין of 
 even though the coming of ;...אחכה לו בכל יום שיבוא
Moshiach may be delayed  nevertheless I anticipate every 
day that he will come? 

 

The Zera Kodesh17 tells us that the days of the 3 
weeks will be transformed into days of happiness and 
Yom Tov. Similarly, the Toldos Ahron18 writes that in the 
future, the 3 weeks will be a Yom Tov and we will recite 
Hallel. So, how much do we yearn for Moshaiach? 

  

 It is said that the Chofetz Chaim had a suitcase, 
ready to go, when Moshiach would come. He even 
practiced for this moment as he would run down the 
stairs although he was an old man. 
 

A man that resided in Monsey who recently 
passed away would rip out each page from his Kinos as 
he read it since he thought to himself next year Tisha Bav 
will be a Yom Tov.  

 

The father-in-law of R’ Yoel Teitelbaum in 
preparing for the Geula would hold a cup filled with wine 
and recite Kiddush saying  הזה חג התשעה באבאת יום  as tears 
streamed forth from his eyes. 

 

A non-Jewish tourist at the Kosel once expressed 
to a Jew there, that he had been waiting to come to this 
ancient Temple site for a long time. He then proceeded 
and asked if there would be any sacrifices today. The Jew 
responded “not now but perhaps later today.”  

 

A Rebbe asked the boys in his class why they 
wanted Moshiach to come? Among the boys who 
answered was one who didn’t have a father. He said that 
he wants Moshiach to come because there will be  תחית

 resurrection of the dead, and then I will get to see ;המתים
my father. The lesson is clear: when Moshiach comes, we 
will get to see our father- Hashem! 

 

                                                           
13 Levush 559:1. The Levush was the Rav of the city of 
Horodna. He is called the Levush after the 10 works he 
wrote beginning with the word Levush- הארגמן, לבוש  לבוש

 .and so on התכלת
14 Not everyone follows this practice today.  
15 He became the Satmar Rebbe in the year 1935 and kept 
this position until his death in 1979. 
16 We say this at the end of Yom Kippur and Pesach as 
well as in the goodbye to the Succah. 
17 Parshas Devarim. The Yaavetz writes that during the 
time of Bayis Sheini, they would eat, drink and be happy 
on Tisha Bav as this day was a Yom Tov for them (Taamai 
Haminhagim, pg 288).  
18 Parshas Pinchas. Taamai Minhagim, pg 379. The Arizal 
shows us a hint that the 17th of Tamuz will be a Yom Tov in 
the future in חג לה' מחר (Shemos 32:5) as it refers to the 
17th of Tamuz (Sefas Emes, Balak, תרמח).  

A father once asked his son who had terrible 
gallstones why he doesn’t get surgery to remove his 
gallbladder? He responded that Moshiach is coming any 
day. Being that I am a Kohen, if the gallbladder is 
removed, I will be blemished (בעל מום) rendering me unfit 
to serve in the Beis Hamikdash. 

 

In light of what we said we can grasp why the 
Parshiyos of the three weeks- 19Pinchas, Mattos-Masei 
and Devarim20- contain sections dealing with the borders 
of Eretz Yisrael or its division, as it will apply in the future 
when Moshiach comes. This is a deeper meaning in the 
terminology21 בין המצרים as מצר means a boundary. 

 

The Yismach Moshe22 lived with the concept of 
Moshiach. He commented at the end of his life that had 
he known Moshiach wouldn’t come in his lifetime, he 
wouldn’t have been able to live until the age he lived to. 

 

When R’ Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld was a Bachur 
in Pressburg,23 he overheard a woman asking her friend 
what she made for supper to which she responded 
squash. Shen then retorted- and tomorrow? She 
exclaimed don’t speak like that. If God forbid Moshiach 
doesn’t come tomorrow, then I’ll make lentils. 

 

A grandchild of R Levi Yitzchok of Bardichev 
(1740-1809) was engaged to the grandchild of the Baal 
Hatanya (1745-1812). Upon being shown a draft of the 
invitation which indicated that the wedding would take 
place in Zhlobin, R’ Levi Yitzchok tore it up. He instructed 
that the wording be changed to the wedding will take 
place in ירושלים עיר הקודש. However, if Moshiach will not 
be here by then, then the wedding will take place in 
Zhlobin.  
 

With this we can appreciate the answer to the 
question of the Satmar Rebbe. If the accent is on the first 
syllable of באה then it means had come, as Rashi tells us.24 
Thus, לשנה הבאה בירושלים means may we be in 
Yerushalayim during the current year since Moshiach can 
come at any moment. 

 

We can also now understand the answer to the 
question of the Levush. He answers that since we are 
waiting and anticipating when Tisha Bav will become a 
Yom Tov, if we would write Eicha on a Klaf, it would seem 
as though we are giving up on the Geula. Let us hope for 
the coming of Moshiach and have faith that this Tisha Bav 
will be the Yom Tov we have all been waiting for.     

                                                           
19 On a regular year, these are the Parshiyos of the three  
weeks. 
20 Eicha coincides with Parshas Devarim every year. Is it 
any coincidence that Devarim starts with the word אלה as 
it has the same Gematria as 36 ,איכה. 
21 Eicha 1:3. See Rashi there 
22 The Yismach Moshe- R’ Moshe Teitelbaum- was a 
student of the Chozeh of Lublin. In addition to the Sefer 
Yismach Moshe, he wrote Teflila Limoshe. He died in the 
year 1910. 
23 He later became Rav of Yerushalayim. 
24 Breishis 29:6, Rashi 


