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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard  and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

 PARSHAT TERUMAH 5776

THE SOURCE OF THE SANCTITY OF SHABBOS, THE MISHKAN, AND THE BEIS HAMIKDASH

Among the items of the Mishkan Hashem commanded to be constructed were the keruvim - these

were a representation of angels with the faces of children. We are taught that the Shechina rests

within the two keruvim of  gold, Hashem in fact  is  referred to as the "yoshev hakeruvim".    In

Parshas  Yisro  we  are  commanded:  "gods  of  silver  and  gods  of  gold  shall  you  not  make  for

yourselves"  (Shemos 20:20).  As  an  example  of  gods  of  gold,  Rashi  states  that  if  we were  to

construct four keruvim rather than two then this would be tantamount to worshipping avoda zara.

Why does Rashi specifically state that if there are four keruvim then this is avoda zara, why not

simply three? 

The keruvim represent the close relationship between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His people, Knesses

Yisrael. Three keruvim, meaning one extra, is only a "chatzi shiur", a partial "bal tosif". Four is an

additional unit in its entirety. Thus we see that the keruvim show us the great love that Hashem has

for  His  people.  My Rebbe,  Rav Yechezkel  Levinstein  zt"l  once  said  that  the  construction  of  the

keruvim teach us that just as these inanimate objects are not capable of anything, so too the angels

have no power on their own as well. I would venture to explain that what my Rebbe zt"l meant was

that they have no intrinsic value outside of their being a fulfillment of Hashem's command. The Beis

Hamikdash itself has no intrinsic value except as a fulfillment of Hashem's command and as a place

to serve Hakadosh Baruch Hu.



When Hashem became angry with us, He took away the Beis Hamikdash. This is because, as we

mentioned, the Mikdash has no value outside of it being a tool to serve Hashem - when the people

do not properly serve Hashem then it loses its value. The pasuk states: "My Sabbaths shall you

observe and My Sanctuary shall you revere" (Vayikra 26:2). The Mikdash was taken away from us

but the Shabbos, Baruch Hashem, was not taken away. Why did Hashem take away the Mikdash and

not the Shabbos? The reason is that no one would ever think that the day of Shabbos has any

intrinsic sanctity or power outside of Hashem commanding us to sanctify it, to rest, and eat some

good food. It has the appearance of a day like any other day. Regarding the Mikdash, however,

there are people who mistakenly thought that it  had its own intrinsic value and power. Hashem

therefore took it away in order to dispel that notion.

The Gemara comments on the pasuk we have just cited: just as we are commanded to observe the

Shabbos for  eternity,  so too we must revere the Mikdash for eternity -  even after it  has been

destroyed. The Torah needed to teach this to us because people may mistakenly associate sanctity

with the physical building. We must understand that it has no power on its own, just as it is obvious

to us that Shabbos has no power on its own.   We place a mezuzah on our doorpost for protection,

the mezuzah itself is just an ordinary piece of parchment - it has no intrinsic value. If there is one

yud missing then this piece of parchment is indeed of no value. When we follow the will of Hashem

and place a proper mezuzah, then it is Hashem Who protects our home. Nothing in this world has

any reality outside of the will of Hashem.

We say daily: "Hashem, G-d of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yisrael, our forefathers may You preserve

this forever as the realization of the thoughts in Your people's heart, and may You direct their heart

to You." The question is what do we refer to when we say preserve "this"?   We cannot understand

this  without  first  looking in  the Tanach.    These words were said by David Hamelech when he

solicited funds from the people for construction of the Beis Hamikdash. Noting the joy in their giving

he prayed that it should remain this way always. Thus we pray that we should always be able to

follow the will of Hashem, to learn Torah and keep mitzvoth with joy.

The "tochachah" of Parshas Ki Savo enumerates many curses and calamities that will  befall  Klal

Yisrael if they do not follow the will of Hashem. What brings about these curses? The Torah states:

"because  you  did  not  serve  Hashem,  your  g-d,  amid  gladness  and  goodness  of  heart,  when

everything was abundant" (Devarim 28:47). We are speaking of a person who served Hashem,

possibly  even  fulfilling  the  mitzvoth  in  great  detail,  the  only  thing  lacking  was  the  joy  in  the

performance  of  the  mitzvoth.    why  should  the  lack  of  joy  bring  about  the  terrible  calamities

described there?   When a person keeps mitzvoth without joy then he will not be able to properly

educate his children to a life of Torah and mitzvoth. When the child sees that his father does not

really want to keep Shabbos but that he has to, or he does not enjoy eating matzah on Pesach but

does so because he has no choice, then the child will wonder why he should bother. Certainly by the

time we reach the grandchildren there is a great danger that they will no longer have any interest in

observing Torah. Without joy it is very difficult to pass the Torah down.

Another point is that one who does not observe Torah with joy has shown that he does not truly

believe in the greatness of Torah and mitzvoth it and in the great reward awaiting him in the Next

World. If he were to view each word of Torah learned as earning him one thousand shekels, one

thousand dollars, or much more then he would take advantage of every possible moment available.

Chazal teach us that one moment of the World to Come is worth more than all the life in this world -

that means more than all the dollars, sterling, and shekels, and more than all the cars and good food

and luxuries of this world. We thank Hashem daily for providing us with much more than that by

having given us the Torah. This applies the entire year but certainly now as we have entered the

month of Adar which where we are taught "mishenichnas Adar marbin besimcha" - we must serve

Hashem with  joy  and  learn  Torah  and  observe  mitzvoth  with  great  joy.  May  Hashem perform

miracles for us as He performed for our forefathers in Shushan.


