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That Ain’t No Bull! 

We learn from the mitzvah of the red cow (Para Aduma) a lesson in human relations.  

One irony of the red cow procedure is that it purified the impure but it also made impure the clothing 

of the Kohain who performed the procedure. Afterward, the Kohain would have to immerse them in a 

mikva for ritual purification. We learn from this irony that we must do chesed - kindness for others, 

even when it causes us a loss of time or money. 

The Kohain sacrificed his own ritual purity for the benefit of another. The same way, must we all 

sacrifice ourselves to do chesed/kindness for others.  

If we seek always to do kindness for others, then HaShem will surely do kindness with us, because 

the Mishnah in Sotah (1,7) teaches us that H-shem relates 

to us, based on the way we relate to others. 

Thanks to Lisa Stein Zucker for sharing this last year before 

we read the portion we will be reading this coming Shabbos 

in Shul… (Originally posted in 2013) 

 

On the udder handOn the udder handOn the udder handOn the udder hand…………    

"This is the statute/decree/law (chukat) of the Torah...and you 
shall take to you a red cow..." (Numbers 19:2) 

Why is the ritual of the red cow, used to purify those who had 
come into contact with a corpse, referred to as the law of the 
Torah. Shouldn't it have been called the law of the red cow or 
the law of purification? 

There was a paradoxical nature to the law of the red cow. The person who was ritually impure through 
contact with a corpse became pure - but the person performing the ritual became impure! 

Rav Moshe Feinstein explained that this paradox applies to Torah life in general. For example, we 
should be generous with our own money, but tight-fisted when it comes to making sure that others don't 
lose what is theirs. Or, we should never demand honor for ourselves - but we should be very concerned 
about the honor of others. Life is usually complicated, and we need wisdom to know how to navigate. 

- Rabbi Michael Skobac 

 

 

 



Years ago, there lived a wealthy man who was known to be a terrible miser. When poor people 

would come to ask for money to buy food for Shabbos he would say, “Why are you coming to me? 

Go to the grocer and let him help you! Ask the butcher to give you meat.” 

As you can imagine, he was not well-liked at all. This went on for years. Whenever someone new 

came to town and asked for help, they received the same answer, “Go to the grocer if you need 

food!” 

When the man died, few people attended his funeral. Those who did came to mock him and show 

that he got what he deserved for being so unfeeling to the needs of those in his community. But then 

a strange thing happened. 

Suddenly, the butcher and the grocer stopped extending credit to the poor folks of the town. Where 

once they could come in to get food and pay later - or not at all - now it was cash and carry only. 

People didn’t know what to make of the change until the Rabbi approached these men. 

“He swore me to secrecy,” said the grocer. “Same for me,” said the butcher. For many years, this 

wealthy man had been secretly giving them money to provide food for the needy in their town. Now 

that he passed away, that money stopped coming in and they could not continue. 

The Rabbi gathered the townspeople and said, “We have made a grievous error. We did not accord 

this man the honor he deserved.” He then took everyone to the cemetery where they each asked 

forgiveness at his grave. They had no idea what kind of person he was when he walked in their midst. 

This week, we read of the death of Miriam the Prophetess, sister of Aharon and Moshe. Immediately 

thereafter, there was no water for the populace to drink. The miraculous source of water, a rock that 

rolled along with the Jewish People as they traveled in the desert and gushed forth innumerable 

gallons of water to quench the thirst of millions, ceased giving water. Why? Because it had come in 

the merit of Miriam. 

While she was alive, she was known to be righteous, of 

course, but the full extent of her greatness was unknown until she 

died and the water stopped flowing. It made the people 

realize just how important a person she was. 

Then the well came back. According to the Talmud in 

Taanis, 9A, it was returned in the merit of Moshe. Why then the 

need for it to stop? Could it not have kept going in Moshe’s 

merit uninterruptedly? 

The reason for the break was to show us the hidden greatness of 

Miriam. One doesn’t need accolades or publicity to make 

a difference. If someone is out of the spotlight it doesn’t mean 

they aren’t doing something meaningful. She affected the life of every single person in the Jewish 

camp for forty years, and we never knew about it until after she passed away. That is how she 

wanted it, and how truly humble people want it to be.  Perhaps, this is also why there had to be a 

break before Moshe’s merit kicked in. 

When Miriam died and the water ceased (or when Aharon died and the Clouds of Glory which 

surrounded the Jewish People and protected them from the weather and animals went away) it 

highlighted something about the person who had passed away. When Moshe thought about why 

the water had come in Miriam’s merit, or the clouds in Aharon’s, he identified a positive trait that he 

could begin to emulate. 

This is why we eulogize people and speak of their good deeds: to inspire others to act like they did. So 

let us remember that people are not always as they seem and there is usually much more that you 

don’t see, and let’s try to seek out the best people have to offer and make it part of ourselves. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


