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בלב איש ישיחנה' 'דאגה    
‘When there is worry in a man’s heart, he should suppress it’ 

The neighbor above me decided to build and so we decided to join in 
and do a little remodeling in our house. The rates and the timetables 
were set ahead of time and I was given a month to find a temporary 
place to stay until the construction was completed. 
Without any lingering I feverishly began searching for an apartment to 
rent in our building complex, it quickly became clear to me that to find 
an apartment to rent for a short time of two months until the end of 
construction was not an easy thing, since the apartment owners 
preferred long-term renters and did not want to bother with short-term 
renters. Housing units that were available were not fit for human 
habitation… physically and mentally exhausted we were already at 
Motzei Shabbos knowing that work was beginning the next day… and we 
were still without replacement lodging. 
The psychological pressure was unbearable, what more could I have 
done to find an apartment?! I went outside for some air and I felt either 
I am going to go crazy or I was going to hand over the responsibility to 
someone who could really do something about it. I began the 
conversation truly from the depths of my broken heart and I said: 
“Creator of the World, You know how I searched for an apartment, 
tomorrow the contractor is coming and will begin work as agreed upon 
and with every day that I push him off I will have to pay dearly for the 
workers as we agreed, and You know that I have still not found an 
apartment, don’t forget that aside from me there is a wife and children 
that I cannot abuse, please, be concerned for the urgency of finding an 
apartment as You are unlimited and I am very limited!!!” 
As I spoke an idea came into my head: “On Shabbos I saw the neighbor’s 
children returning from shul and they turned on another street, perhaps 
they found an apartment?! If so, then surely he searched many 
apartments and maybe he knows of one that is available…” 
I immediately called the neighbor and asked if he really found an 
apartment and he answered that he did. I explained my situation and I 
asked if he knew of an apartment that was available for two months, he 
was completely flustered, he gagged, and he could not answer. I 
anxiously asked him if everything was alright, he recovered, and he said 
he could not get over what just happened here, and he said: “I left my 
apartment two months before the end of my lease, I notified the owner 
of the property ahead of time and for his part he said: ‘I am not 
interested in this at all, if you do not find me a replacement tenant then 
you have to pay me the two months’ rent, only after the lease is up will I 
look for a new tenant myself…” I was left having to pay two months’ 
rent which I did not have the money for, and now you want to rent it for 
two months???!!!” He immediately brought me the key and he could 
not stop thanking me for saving him… 
For my part, I saved the moving expenses as we were talking about the 
neighbor’s apartment and I stayed in the same neighborhood as the 
renovation and truly, truly only the Creator of the World could have 
arranged. Thank you so much Hashem!!!                                       אצ.   

You cannot hide yourself – תוכל להתעלם לא  
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates regarding HaRav HaTzaddik R’ 
Menashe HaKohen Rosenfeld zt”l, one of the elite of the city 
of Yerushalayim, that once while walking on the street on a 
Shabbos Kodesh, he saw a plain Jewish woman washing 
clothes on Shabbos! HaRav HaTzaddik was terrified to the 
depth of his soul, is it possible? A Jewish woman washing 
clothes on Shabbos? This was more than desecrating Shabbos 
in public, however, as was his holy way, he understood 
immediately that this was not her intention. When he 
investigated he saw that these were diapers for her baby. The 
matter bothered him exceedingly, but he was not satisfied to 
just be in pain, rather, after Shabbos he went to her house 
with money and he asked her to purchase more diapers for 
the baby so that she would have enough and she would not 
have to chalila wash them on Shabbos. When the woman saw 
that the matter really bothered him and he was not just 
talking, rather, he was prepared to give his money to another 
Jew – who he did not know at all – so that they could properly 
observe Shabbos, immediately, at that moment she told him, 
‘Kevod HaRav, honorable Rabbi, you do not have to give me 
money and I promise that from now on I will not do laundry on 
Shabbos! 
In our parsha we are taught the mitzvah of hashavas aveida, 
returning a lost object (22:2), ' אחיך אליך... ואספתו ואם לא קרוב

 If your brother is not near‘ – אל תוך ביתך... לא תוכל להתעלם'
you… then you shall bring it inside your house… you cannot 
hide yourself.’ Rashi HaKadosh explains ‘you cannot hide 
yourself – by concealing your eye as if you do not see it’. Let us 
think about this, if regarding a lost material object, the Torah 
emphasizes the mitzvah to return it to its rightful owner, how 
much more so regarding a lost spiritual object. When we see 
that a Jew has lost his spiritual way, or he has lost a halachah 
[law] from the Shulchan Aruch, the matter is so important that 
one must bring him close and teach him, as it states ‘then you 
shall bring it inside your house’, bring the Jew closer with 
encouraging words, shower him with nice words, do not 
rebuke him to cause him to distance himself, rather use words 
of goodness and love, and it should not enter your mind that it 
is not your job to bring him back and to better him, for ‘you 
cannot hide yourself – by concealing your eye as if you do not 
see it’, and when the person sees that you are truly bothered 
by him and his soul, then the words will be accepted in his 
heart, and you will have merited to return a lost spiritual 
object whose value is limitless. 
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כי יהיה לאיש בן סורר ומורה איננו שמע בקול אביו ובקול אמו ויסרו 
)כא:יח(אתו ולא ישמע אליהם:   

If a man will have a wayward and rebellious son, who does not 
listen to the voice of his father and to the voice of his mother, and 
they discipline him, but he does not listen to them. (21:18) 
Rashi explains: Wayward – means turning away from the way. And 
rebellious – he refuses to obey the words of his father, it is related 
to the word "ממרים", rebels. And they discipline him – they warn 
him before a court of three judges, and they flog him. A wayward 
and rebellious son is not liable until he steals, and eats a tarteimar 
(about 8 ounces in a single bite) of meat, and drink half a log 
(Between 12 and 21 fluid ounces in a single swallow) as it says, “a 
glutton and a guzzler”, and it says, “Do not be among the guzzlers 
of wine, among those who devour meat for themselves.” A 
wayward and rebellious son is killed because of his end. The Torah 
foresaw the culmination of his way of thinking. The end will be that 
he will exhaust his father’s money and seek to maintain his habit, 
and not find the money he needs. He will stand at a crossroads and 
rob the people. The Torah says, “Let him die as an innocent person, 
and not die as a guilty person.” 
One who considers the words of Rashi will be astonished, for this 
son, the Torah has not found any iniquity that would make him 
liable to death, and still the obligation is to kill him, for the matter 
is clear before it that ultimately he will be liable to death, however, 
because of a doubt do we put him to death? Rather, the Torah 
knows that this one will not escape this punishment, and if this is so 
then it is better to kill him at this stage so that he can come to the 
Eternal World innocent of sin. 
This comes to teach us that the matter of fences and distancing 
from sin is not only in the category of chasidus – piety, rather, it is 
proper for each and every Jew to set up, for without the distancing 
and the fence, a person will come to throw off the yoke chas 
v’chalila, as we see in the topic of the wayward and rebellious son, 
who was not yet guilty of doing these things and he was still liable 
to death, even so it is clear like the light of day that he will come to 
this, since at this time he gives in to his desires and he does not 
overcome his will, and since this is so, he accustoms himself to 
things that are not acceptable, and although this act of 
accustoming does not make him liable to death, still, the Torah 
knows that in the end this acclimation will take hold of him and will 
settle in his heart so that his soul will not rest until he satisfies his 
desire, and if he will not be able to do this in a permissible way 
then he will find a way to do it in a dark and devious way, even if it 
is a cost of his life chas v’chalila. 
We see how much a person can deteriorate due to habituation of 
material desires, for through this he accustoms to material things, 
and in the end the habit takes total control over him. He is not able 
to determine what he must do to satisfy the habit or what he must 
not do, it is the habit that controls the matter. All this is clear 
without a doubt, so much so that the Torah states that he should 
die innocent for if not, then he will surely be put to death guilty, 
and since this is so, it is incumbent on the beloved person who 
contemplates these things to wake up and examine his habits 
before things become natural to him, and to implant in themselves 
to erect fences and barriers so that he should not get used to his 
tendency to material things.   
There is a famous saying in the name of HaRav HaKadosh of 
Lechavitch zy”a, that the Torah commands (Vayikra 19:3)  איש אמו'

  Every man shall fear his mother and his father’ and‘ – ואביו תראו'
   
 

In German the translation of 'אב' is ‘vater’ (pronounced futer) which 
is similar to 'פטור' – ‘patur’. The German translation of 'אם' is 
‘mutter’ which is similar to 'מותר' – ‘mutar’. Here the Holy Torah 
hints to that which is פטור and מותר – exempt and permissible, and 
it states 'תראו' – ‘you shall fear’ that regarding these two conditions 
it is incumbent on one to be aroused to be afraid, that is, even if 
something is not prohibited, but if one conducts himself with these 
two conditions even according to the letter of the law, still, it is 
incumbent on a person to set them aside and make a fence for 
prohibited things, for he has to be concerned that perhaps if he 
does not separate himself from them these two conditions might 
convert into a regular habit and since he will not be able to break 
his habit he will be inclined towards prohibited things as has been 
stated. 
Perhaps this is why the Torah states the commandment adjacent to 
 You shall be holy’ (Vayikra 19:2), as this command‘ – 'קדושים תהיו'
describes things that are prohibited, as Rashi explains there, and it 
comes to teach that in order to separate oneself from things that 
are prohibited by law, it is incumbent on the person to erect fences 
in things that are permissible, for without this distinction one can be 
swayed to evil through his natural instincts. 
See too, the warning of the author of the ‘Gela Yoatz’ (Erech 
Zehirus) on the topic of distancing from that which is permitted: 
Caution – we are concerned to take care and to guard against any 
bad thing and from anything with even a hint of being prohibited, 
more than being careful to pass through a burning fire or a sharp 
sword, for worse than a thousand deaths and the precinct of 
Gehinnom and from all evils in the world is to transgress the word 
of Hashem, G-d of the World, and to cause distress and anger and 
harm whether Above or below, and this is worse than the throes of 
death. And so, the man who is fearful and softhearted should run 
away from one hundred gates of permissibility so as not to enter 
even one gate of prohibition, and he should not listen to the voice 
of his Inclination which makes light in his eyes of that which is 
prohibited and offers him false reasoning and places of exemption, 
and day after day accustoms him to more prohibitions that are done 
as if permissible. 
This topic is also hinted at in the Torah by the erection of the 
Mishkan and its utensils, for it is well-known that which is written in 
the holy seforim that a Jewish person is in the category of the 
Mishkan to Hashem Yisbarach, and all the general topics regarding 
the Mishkan teach a person how to sanctify himself in order to be a 
private Mishkan and to extend the residing of the Shechina within 
him. Behold, at the time of the erecting of the Mishkan they were 
commanded to place the Aron in the Kodesh HaKadashim – the Holy 
of Holies, they were further commanded to place a curtain to 
separate between the Kodesh and Kodesh HaKadashim, between 
the Holy and the Most Holy, and this commandment was stated in 
the Torah using an expression of protection as it states (Shemos 
כת על הארון את הפרוכת''וס (40:3  – ‘and you shall put the paroches 
as a screen on the Aron’ and the intent with this is that the purpose 
of the paroches is to protect the Aron (see Rashi) and behold, the 
Aron teaches the Torah, for the Luchos were placed in it, and the 
paroches was a partition that divides, and since the intent of this is 
for the personal Mishkan as well, we find that the Torah states as a 
protection for the Torah we have to set up partitions and fences so 
that a person will be held back from transgressing the essential 
Torah.  
Hashem Yisbarach should be our help that we be careful as needed 
with all barriers and fences that our Chachamim z”l made and all 
the righteous of the generations, and in this merit we should be 
written in the Book of the Righteous, and we should merit a תיבה כ

טובה ולשנה טובה ומבורכתוחתימה    

 

 עשו סייג לתורה

Make a fence for the Torah 

 


