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   To bring forth light 
We have a custom on the night of the Seder to 

eat eggs.1 Among the various reasons offered is that the 
more an egg is cooked the harder it gets. The same can 
be said of us Jews that the more we have been 
persecuted and the like, the more firm we have been in 
our service of Hashem. Indeed, this is what is meant in 
our title עם קשה ערף; a stubborn nation.2 In this light, we 
can grasp כן ירבה וכן יפרץ וכאשר יענו אתו

3 - the more we are 
afflicted the more we increase in our service of Hashem 
and the like.  

 

A Russian boy who had his Bris performed at the 
age of 14 desired for his 12 year old brother to follow suit. 
His father who was extremely anti-religious threatened 
his 14 year old son that he would physically harm him if he 
would do the same to his brother. This 14 year old at the 
time was learning in a Yeshiva which was a one day travel 
from his house. He asked a Mohel to let him know when 
he would be in the neighborhood of the home where his 
brother was. A few months later, he received the call 
from the Mohel that he will be there. The boy, unknown 
to anyone, left Yeshiva that day to go home. Upon 
arriving, he smuggled his brother out the window 
followed by the Bris being performed.  

 

With this we can grasp why we are compared to 
stars- ככוכבי השמים

4 - since in dark times, we truly see the 
light of our people, just like a star which shines at night. 
  

It was on Shabbos in a Siberian camp, when a 
guard approached the Zvhiller Rebbe who was with an 
older Jew and said that if he agrees to sign a paper, he 
will be let free. The Rebbe refused as he said for the older 
Jew he would sign since he wouldn’t be able to survive in 
such a camp, making the situation life threatening for 
him. The Rebbe himself who was younger felt he had 
enough energy to survive and thus didn’t want to 
desecrate Shabbos. What was the outcome? The guard 
was so impressed that he released them both! 
  

During World War Two, when R’ Yisrael Yaakov 
Lubchanski5 was incarcerated in the ghetto, his face 
constantly shined with joy in addition to spreading words 
of hope.  R’ Efraim Oshry6 (1914–2003) asked how he 

                                                           
1 Orach Chaim 476:2, Rema  
2 Shemos 34:9 
3 Shemos 1:12 
4 Breishis 22:17. Also 15:5. The Baal Shem Tov (Lech Lecha, 27) 
says that just as stars appear small but in the heavens they are 
very big, so too we Jews  in this world seem small (oppressed 
and downtrodden) but in the upper world we are big. 
5 He was the Mashgiach in the Yeshiva of R’ Elchonon 
Wasserman in Baranovich. He was a student and son in-law of 
the Alter of Navardok. In Tamuz of 1941, he was murdered by 
the Nazis.  
6
 Miraculously, he survived the war while his wife and children 

were murdered. He later remarried to a survivor of Auschwitz. 

could be so happy in such a situation. R’ Lubchanski 
replied that by nature I am easily frightened. Why should 
others have to suffer because of my fears? I exert myself 
to remove any signs of fear so it should not cause anyone 
else to become afraid.7  

 

To our holy nation we can apply8
מקשה תיעשה 

 hammered out shall the Menora be made, since ;המנורה
when we have been in difficult times (מקשה), we see the 
light (מנורה) within us brought forth (תיעשה). For this 
reason, we are compared to olives9 since they emit their 
oil when subjected to harsh treatment.   
************************************************ 
        Did you see that? 
 We know stories of people who did a holy act, 
yet it was unrecognizable to others since it was done in a 
concealed way. It is said that when R’ Tzvi Zidichover10 
(1763-1831) would inhale, he would concentrate on the 
name of Hashem- ה-ו-ה-י , whereas when he would exhale 
he would concentrate on the name ים-אלה .11  
 

 This idea is also related in the words of a Gadol 
who once commented: ‘I tried my entire life to break my 
Middos. I worked even harder to make sure no one would 
hear it crack.’  
 

 It says ויך את המצרי ויטמנהו בחול; Moshe killed the 
Egyptian and he hid him in the sand.12 How did he kill the 
Egyptian? Rashi remarks with the שם המפורש, the name of 
Hashem. Since Moshe was the most humble person that 
ever lived, he concealed his act in such a way that it 
wasn’t noticeable.13 This is hinted to בחול ויטמנהו  as this can 

                                                                                                  
For those seeking the Torah’s answers for their heart-wrenching 
questions during the holocaust, he was the address. When 
asked a question, he would write the details on scraps of paper, 
along with the responses he provided. He then hid these papers 
in cans which were buried in the ground of the concentration 
camp near Kovno. After the war, R’ Oshry unearthed the hidden 
cans, and then reviewed each question with Torah texts, as his 
original answers were based solely on memory. Once properly 
researched, he then compiled a five-volume work in Hebrew of 
the responses titled שו"ת ממעמקים. This was later translated in 
English into a one-volume work titled Responsa to the 
holocaust. After the holocaust, R’ Oshry founded the Yeshiva 
Me’or HaGolah in Rome for orphaned refugee children who had 
survived the Holocaust.  
7 Hamoros Hagdolim, pg 401 
8 Shemos 25:31 
9 Yirmiya 11:16. Shemos Rabba 36:1.  
10 He was a student of the Chozeh. The Sefer Ateres Tzvi was 

authored by him. 
11 In this way he fulfilled the words of the Midrash- ...על כל נשימה; 
for each breath one breathes, he must praise Hashem (Breishis 
Rabba 14:9).  
12 2:12 
13 Bamidbar 12:3. In a similar vein, if we compare the words of 
the Chumash to that of ך"נ ך"נ it seems that ,(נביאים וכתובים)   is 
encoded with so much more depth. Is this really so? To explain 
this, the following analogy is given. If one wants to hide packs 
of cigarettes, he may tuck it under his coat. However, in this 
case it is still noticeable since it bulges out. Another way of 
concealing the cigarettes is to place it into the lining of the coat. 
Then it passes by unnoticed. The same is true of the Torah and 

ך"נ  since the words of ך"נ  bulge out as it is so obvious there is 
depth hidden there. This is contrary to the words of the Torah 

mailto:parshadt28@gmail.com
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be interpreted that he hid his act in the mundane (חול 
means mundane) as he made it seem as if it was an 
ordinary act making it unrecognizable to others.  
************************************************ 
               To kill the contradiction  

At times, we feel a struggle within us as we have 
that which pulls us to the secular side and that which 
pulls us towards Hashem. We must sever that secular side 
and serve Hashem exclusively. The Pasuk states  ויפן כה וכה

אין איש ויך את המצריוירא כי  ; Moshe turned to both 
directions and saw there was no man so he killed the 
Egyptian.14 Moshe grew up in Egyptian aristocracy. He 
thus had an Egyptian side to him in addition to his Jewish 
side. Accordingly it can be understood that Moshe turned 
here and there- to his Jewish side and Egyptian side.  וירא

 he realized that is not a man as that is a -כי אין איש
contradiction. So ויך את המצרי- he killed his Egyptian side.15

  

 

Many have become a Baal Teshuva because they 
realized this hypocritical behavior within themselves.16 
Approximately 25 years ago, in Los Angeles, a secular Jew 
was on his way to a concert with his non-Jewish 
girlfriend. When the crossing guard at the traffic light 
consistently allowed people to cross the street while he 
waited at the traffic light numerous times although he 
had a green light, he complained. The guard told him he 
was instructed that when the Jews come to the traffic 
light, he should allow them to cross the street since today 
is Yom Kippur. He then thought to himself and decided to 
cancel his concert plans and go to synagogue for Yom 
Kippur. He then drove his girlfriend home. Today he is the 
father of a religious family in addition to being the Gabai 
of a shul.   
************************************************ 
   Who needs shoes?  

Along with the sin of Adam, the ground was 
cursed. We therefore wear shoes since it separates us 
from the cursed ground, says the Maharam Chagiz (1671-
1750) in his Sefer Mishnas Chochomim. In this way, the 
Igra Dpirka explains why Chazal tell us ...לעולם ימכור; one 
should even sell the beams of his house, if necessary, to 
buy shoes for his feet.17  

 

On the other hand, when the ground is אדמת קדש, 
holy, one can walk barefoot since then the ground exits 
the status of being cursed. Hashem therefore tells Moshe 

אדמת קדש של נעליך... ; remove your shoes…since where you 

                                                                                                  
where although the words seem so simple, there is so much 
depth there as it is comparable to that of hiding items in the 
lining of a coat as it is unrecognizable that there is anything 
there.   
14 Shemos 2:12. Rashi (2:14) says that Dasan and Aviram informed 
on Moshe killing the Egyptian. With this we can comprehend a 
new meaning in ואד יעלה מן הארץ (Breishis 2:6) as אד are the 
initials of דתן, אבירם who were יעלה מן הארץ as they publicized the 
news of the Egyptian being killed who was buried in the ground.  
15 We are taught that 80% of the Jews died in the plague of 
darkness (Shemos 13:18, Rashi). One interpretation of this is that 
they died spiritually since they assimilated, but not actual death. 
The darkness refers to spiritual darkness.  
16 It has been jokingly said that if a hypocrite is what separates you from 
Hashem (as this is some people’s excuse for being non-observant), then 
the hypocrite is closer to Hashem than you are.  
17 Shabbos 129a. Igra Dpirka, 304. 

stand is holy ground.18 With this we can grasp why on 
Yom Kippur we don’t wear shoes since the ground is 
engulfed with Kedusha that comes along with the holy 
day of Yom Kippur.19  
************************************************ 

   The name that kills  
  The Arizal says that the name of Hashem תכה has 
the ability to kill enemies.20 This is how Moshe killed the 
Egyptian. Dasan attempted to kill Aviram this way. Thus, 
Moshe says21  רעיך תכהלמה - why are you trying to kill 
Aviram with the name תכה since that only works on your 
enemy, not on your friend- רעיך. Dasan replies to Moshe 
 will you kill me as you killed the ;הלהרגני...הרגת את המצרי
Egyptian- with the name תכה- since I am not your friend.  
  

The Igra Dkalla22 says this name can save one 
from enemies as is hinted to by the curse of the snake in23 

ךבינ תאשי הואיב ; I will put enmity…, as the end letters are 
 This saves one from all the damaging and .תכה
prosecuting forces which stem from the snake. 
 

 In the story of Purim, it was the actions of התך 
that led to the death of our enemy Haman.24 Rearranging 
the letters of התך we get תכה!    
 

With this we can grasp the episode when R’ 
Akiva was taken to be executed and they were combing 
his flesh with iron combs. R’ Akiva accepted עול מלכות שמים 
upon himself. His students said to him עד כאן; to this 
extent?!25 Another interpretation in עד כאן is until here (as 
this is the literal meaning of these words) meaning why 
would you draw out- מאריך- the word אחד. Continue with 
Shema- ךי-אלה ה-ו-ה-י תואהבת א  because it contains the end 
letters תכה and then you can kill your enemies and be 
saved.26 What was R’ Akiva’s reply? ...כל ימי הייתי מצטער; my 
entire life I have been waiting for this opportunity- to 
fulfill בכל נפשך; even if He takes your soul!!!27 

                                                           
18 Shemos 3:5 
19 Orach Chaim 614 
20 It therefore comes as no surprise that adding the Gematria of חנוכה 
(89) and (336) פורים together we arrive at a total of 425, the same as תכה, 
since these are times when we defeated our enemies.  
21 Shemos 2:13. This name is also hinted to in לא עזבת דרשיך ה...ויבטחו' ; they 
will trust in you those who know your name for you have not forsaken 
those who seek you Hashem, (Tehiliim 9:11) as the end letters of תעזב 

ה-ו-ה-י ךדרשי  spell תכה.  
22 Breishis 
23 Breishis 3:15  
24 Esther 4. Taamai Haminhagim, pg 162. The Bris Avram (Noach) asks 
the word לך in עשה לך תיבת... ; make for yourself an ark… (6:14) seems 
extra, since it says later (6:18) ובאת אל התיבה? This alludes to the name תכה 
which is hinted to in the end letters of עשה לך תיבת as it was to kill the 
damaging forces (מזיקין).  
25 Brachos 61b 
26 The Arvei Nachal (Masei) writes that we have a tradition that one who 
is killed for the honor of Hashem doesn’t feel any of the suffering. Not 
only that, but he even has pleasure from it since that which he always 
desired is now coming to fruition. This is just as we see by R’ Akiva-  כל ימי

...הייתי מצטער .  
27 In this light we can grasp  ישיבנו ונפשו אותה ויעשוהוא באחד ומי  (Iyov 23:13):  
 -ומי ישיבנו .of Shema אחד R’ Akiva desired to die by the word -והוא באחד
who can respond to this since this is what R’ Akiva wants- ונפשו אותה- and 
Hashem did- ויעש- according to his desire because רצון יראיו יעשה (Tehillim 
145:19); Hashem does the will of those who fear Him (Sefer Midrsh 
Eliyahu, Drush 2). 


