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Parshas Terumah begins, “Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take for Me a portion, 

from every man whose heart motivates him, you shall take My portion” (Shemos 25:2). This verse presents 
several difficulties. First, why did Hashem say ויקחו לי תרומה – they shall take for Me a portion, when 
seemingly it would have been more accurate to say, “They shall give Me a portion?” Hashem was asking 
every Jew to give tzedakah from his possessions; in what sense was this considered taking? Further, why 
does the Torah need to say, “They shall take לי – for Me,” as the word לי seems superfluous? Finally, Chazal 
teach (Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 17) that when the Jewish people said נעשה ונשמע – we will do and we will 
listen – Hashem immediately told Moshe, “Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take for Me a 
portion.” A number of commentators (Imrei Aish, Apiryon, and others) question the connection between these 
two seemingly unrelated topics. 

 In his sefer Derech Hashem (1:2), the Ramchal explains that the purpose of Creation is Hashem’s 
desire to bestow goodness upon His creations. Because He represents the ultimate perfection, He wishes to 
confer upon us the ultimate good, which is Hashem Himself. How is it possible for Hashem to give Himself 
to a Jew? The Ramchal explains that Hashem gives us the ability to cling to Him, and when a Jew attaches 
himself to Hashem, he so-to-speak receives Hashem Himself. 

 If we look closely, we will see that the Ramchal’s words in Derech Hashem and his words in his 
sefer Mesillas Yesharim complement each other. In Derech Hashem, he writes that Hashem’s purpose in 
creating the world was to give us the opportunity to cleave to Him. In Mesillas Yesharim, he writes that 
man’s mission in this world is to attach himself to Hashem, and he explains that all 613 commandments are 
means to bring us closer to Him. In other words, the purpose of Creation and man’s purpose in Creation are 
really two sides of the same coin. 

 The concept of mitzvos serving as a means to connect us to Hashem can be understood based on 
the words of the Zohar HaKadosh (Patach Eliyahu), which explains that mitzvos are “garments.” The sefer 
Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh (Vol. 10, pg. 86) compares this to a person who purchased clothing for a child from 
head to toe, but doesn’t actually have a child. Although the wardrobe is complete, he is missing the primary 
component: the child to wear the clothes. Similarly, a person who learns Torah and does mitzvos but does 
not attach himself to Hashem has the garments, but is missing the King Himself. Only when a person has 
the King do his garments then become appropriate vestments of honor for the King. However, attaining the 
garments without also reaching the King is virtually worthless. 

 The B’nei Yissaschar writes (Ma’amarei Chodesh Tishrei) that the word לי – to me – is an expression of 
closeness and connection between Hashem and the Jewish people. The letter ל is the tallest letter in the 
Hebrew alphabet, which corresponds to Hashem, Who is the Highest in the world, while the letter י, which 
is the smallest letter, represents the Jewish people, who are the smallest of all nations. Accordingly, the 
word לי connotes the bond between Hashem and the Jewish people. 



 

With this  introduction, we now understand why the Torah says, “They shall take for Me a portion,” 
instead of, “They shall give Me a portion.” When a Jew does a mitzvah, he sometimes views himself as the 
giver. He contributes his time to learn Torah, and he gives of his energy and sleep to get up early to go to 
shul and daven. In particular, when giving money to tzeddakah, it is extremely easy to think of oneself as 
the giver. In reality, we must listen to the voice of our Father in Heaven, Who says to us, “My dear son, 
when you perform My commandments, you are actually a taker, not a giver, because you are taking Me! 
Through the mitzvos that you perform, you are receiving a connection to Me.” Therefore, the parsha begins, 
 ,You shall take for Me a portion,” which teaches us that even when we give from our money“ - ויקחו לי תרומה
in reality we are taking, because through our giving, we are getting לי – a bond with Hashem. 

 This insight can also help us understand the Medrash’s statement that when the Jewish people said 
 expresses a willing acceptance נעשה ונשמע Hashem replied, “Take for Me a portion.” The phrase ,נעשה ונשמע
of mitzvos, from how to put on our shoes to fasting on Yom Kippur. Our Father in Heaven wants us to 
know that accepting the Torah does not end with observing the mitzvos. Doing a mitzvah is only a means 
to a greater end: לי, a connection and bond between us and Hashem. For this reason, the giving of the Torah 
is compared to a wedding between us and Hashem, as the Gemora (Taanis 26b) states, “The day of his 
wedding – this is the giving of the Torah.” The commentators explain (see B’nei Yissaschar Ma’amarei Tishrei 2) 

that the verse (Hoshea 2:21) וארשתיך לי לעולם – I will betroth you to me forever – and the declaration made by 
a groom הרי את מקודשת לי – behold, you are betrothed to me – allude to the giving of the Torah, because 
both of them stress the relationship of לי. Similarly, Hashem says (Shemos 19:5) והייתם לי סגולה מכל העמים – 
you shall be to Me the most beloved treasure from all the nations – and (Ibid., 19:6)  ואתם תהיו לי ממלכת כנהים
יםכי לי בני ישראל עבד you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation – and – וגוי קדוש  – for the 
Children of Israel are servants to Me (Vayikra 25:55). 

 We can now understand why Hashem responded to the Jewish people’s declaration of נעשה ונשמע 
by instructing them ויקחו לי תרומה. He was coming to teach us that the purpose of all mitzvos is ויקחו לי, to 
take Hashem and bring Him into our hearts so that He dwells inside of us. This is why the command of 
שכנתי בתוכםועשו לי מקדש ו was for the building of the Mishkan, whose purpose is ויקחו לי תרומה  – they shall 
make for Me a Mikdash, and I will dwell amongst them, in the heart of every Jew.  

 At the same time, no Jew should think, “Who am I that the King should want to dwell in my heart 
that I’ve damaged countless times? Maybe Hashem wishes to dwell with the righteous, but not with me!” 
Therefore, Hashem specifically said, “Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take for Me a portion 
from every man whose heart motivates him,” because every Jew, regardless of what spiritual level he is on, 
is asked by Hashem, “Please, motivate your heart and bring me inside, because I indeed want to dwell with 
you.”  

 

  
 

 

One mitzvah done with desire and alacrity is more valuable than 613 
mitzvos observed coldly. 
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