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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

, גוט שבת חדש גוט  and כתיבה וחתימה טובה 
ms 

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

For all enquiries or to subscribe directly 
please send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be printed by 

Kodesh Press 
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ְרֵאה ָאֹנִכי ֹנֵתן ִלְפֵניֶכם ַהּיֹום ְּבָרָכה ּוְקָלָלה               [11:26]  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

See, how I am placing before you today both a blessing and a curse 

Although the verb “see” in this possuk is in the singular form, the suffix for 

“before you” is in the plural.  This obvious dichotomy is the source of 

commentary by many meforshim.  A common thread in a number of the 

analyses is that in various parts of the Torah, but particularly in sefer Devorim, 

there are chapters that spell out blessings for the people as a whole.  The 

corollary is also true, in that the Torah describes, in explicitly frightening terms, 

the consequences of veering away from the path set for us by Hashem.  In this 

opening possuk of the parshah, the individual is told to focus on two potential 

pathways in life.  If he finds that the people around him form an observant, G-

d-fearing community, then he should appreciate the opportunity he has to ally 

himself with their holy service and to share in their blessings from on high.  

However, if a person lives in a time-period or a place where the people are 

rebelling against Hashem and his Torah, he is warned to escape from such an 

environment in order to avoid the retribution that will surely be collectively 

meted out to such a society – as the Torah later describes.  This opening possuk, 

therefore, is addressed to the individual so that he should know when to be part 

of a community and when he should forge his own path in life. 

 

These you may eat of all of those that are in the waters, all those that have fins and scales you may eat 

Harav Yosef Sholom Elyashiv writes that this possuk has important lessons for the behaviour of a Jewish person during his 

lifetime.  The Gemoro in Maseches Kiddushin [29a] famously records that a father must teach his son Torah and a trade, 

amongst other requirements.  The Gemoro records that, according to some, he must also teach him to swim.  Superficially, 

at least, this seems an odd choice.  If the concern is to protect the son from danger, then why is this opinion limited to 

swimming?  One could conceive of many other skills that might be useful in an emergency situation.  Sadly, in this day and 

age, one might consider some form of self-defence to be of greater benefit.  If, on the other hand, the intent is to ensure 

that the son stays in good physical shape, then again there are many alternative ways in which this might be achieved. …page 2 
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ּואֵכלּתֹ ת ׂשֶ קֶ ְׂש יר ְוקַ ּפִ ְסנַ  ֹור־לׁשֶ ל א  ּכֹ ִים ּמָ ּבַ ר ׁשֶ ל א  ּכֹ מִ  ּואְכלּתֹ ֶאת־ֶזה       [14:9]  
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Four types of people give to charity … one who wants others to give 
but will not give himself 

Why does the mishnah state that there are four types of people who 
give to charity, when the individual in this couplet (and one of the later 
ones) clearly does not give?  Chazal comment on the famous refrain 
in Bereishis [1:5] va’yehi erev, va’yehi voker – ‘and it was evening’, 
these are the deeds of the wicked; ‘and it was morning, these are the 
deeds of the righteous’.  The Medrash [Bereishis Rabbo 2:5] states, “I 
would not know which deeds Hashem preferred [so the Torah stated 
in the preceding verse], 'And Hashem saw the light, that it was good' 
- the deeds of the righteous are preferable".  Is it really conceivable 
that Hashem could prefer the deeds of the wicked?  The Ba’al Shem 
Tov explains that a possuk from Megillas Koheles [2:13] will help us to 
comprehend this medrash.  The Megillah tells us that, “Wisdom is 
greater than folly as light is greater than darkness”.  The word used 
here for ‘greater than’ – yisron – means ‘greater from’ or even ‘greater 
because of’.  That is to say that the advantage derived from light is 
discernible only because of, or relative to, darkness.  So it is that 
wisdom is especially evident amidst folly, righteousness amidst 
wickedness, pleasure amidst pain, and knowledge amidst ignorance.  
Thus, each negative attribute becomes the springboard of its opposite 
positive quality, enhancing it and emphasising its beneficial qualities.  
As a result, the negative attribute is also uplifted, just as when a 
person lifts something, not only is the object raised up, but so is the 
person’s hand.  This clarifies why Hashem might theoretically prefer 
the deeds of the wicked, for they are the ‘foundation’ of the deeds of 
the righteous.  Hence, even one who gives no charity is included 
among the four types of donors, for he is like a foundation uplifting 
and emphasising the greatness of those who do give. 
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

We find ourselves this Shabbos on the 
threshold of the month of Elul – a time 

dedicated to preparation for the approaching 
Yomim Noroim.  Many seforim have been written 

as to how best to utilise this special time when 
Hashem is korov [our sincere tefillos have the 

capacity to be even more efficacious].  We may 
suggest that a valuable approach is to start taking 

an overview of one’s life experience over the 
past year in the context of one’s hopes and 

aspirations expressed in our tefillos last Rosh 
Hashono.  It is important not just to 

concentrate on those events that did not 
manifest themselves positively, but 

also on the revealed chessed 
 bestowed on us by Hashem. 

 

Mimini Michoel 
 

 

… Rav Elyashiv explains that when a log floats along 

a stream, we do not describe it as being able to 

swim; it simply flows in whichever direction the 

current takes it.  When one describes a person as a 

swimmer, it clearly conveys the idea that they are 

able to move against the current in whichever 

direction that they desire.  If they simply allow 

themselves to be moved along by the waves, then 

they can easily end up in a dangerous situation.  This 

is the deeper meaning of the Gemoro.  A father must 

teach his son the skills necessary to withstand the 

tide of societal pressure, when it will otherwise lead 

to a wasted and empty life, and to be able to swim 

strongly towards a life of Torah and mitzvos.  This 

has been a vital feature of Jewish survival 

throughout the centuries.  Chazal [Bereishis Rabbo 

97:3] compare the Jewish people to fish.  As our 

possuk tells us, kosher fish have both fins and scales.  

The fins help the fish to choose their direction of 

travel and to swim against the current, whilst the 

scales act as a protective coating for their flesh.  For 

a Jew, the Torah is his equivalent of scales, 

protecting him and guiding him to use his “fins” – his 

powers of free choice – in a wise and correct 

manner. 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

[Pirkei Ovos 5:13]             ַאְרַּבע ִמּדֹות ְּבנֹוְתֵני ְצָדָקה
ֵחִרים ְוהּוא לֹא ִיֵּתן...  ִיְּתנּו א   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


