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Avraham was old – זקן אברהםו  
You look at the parshiot of the Torah and you are filled with 
admiration, how did Avraham Avinu merit all these great 
elevations that we read and hear about to the point that 
when he was ill, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, in His Glory, came to 
visit him! Together with the excitement comes a feeling of 
weakness that enters your heart, you feel small and 
ashamed, you see how far Avraham Avinu attained, and as 
for me, where am I? I am so far distanced from this, no 
achievements, no greatness, not to mention that I do not 
feel any satisfaction in the service of Hashem, and now that I 
think about it, this weakens me even more, for if this is my 
situation, perhaps chas v’shalom my service is not 
acceptable before HaKadosh Baruch Hu, perhaps I am not 
walking in the correct path at all?! 

ואברהם זקן בא בימים והשם ברך את אברהם בכל''  – ‘Now 
Avraham was old, well on in years, and Hashem had blessed 
Avraham with everything’ (24:1), we derive many expositions 
from this posuk, among them we also learn about the 
greatness and achievements of Avraham Avinu. The Gemara 
(Kiddushin 32b) expounds: Was old – this refers to one who 
has acquired wisdom, and perhaps we can gain 
encouragement specifically from this word ‘and Avraham 
was old’, for if we consider the tense of the posuk we see 
that really, Avraham Avinu merited becoming old – one who 
acquires wisdom, but when, at what stage of life did he merit 
this? When he was already ‘Avraham’, that is, after he was 
already ninety-nine years old, for until then he was called 
‘Avram’. Avraham Avinu began his journey in the service of 
Hashem when he was three years old, despite being the only 
one in his generation, he was not impressed, and he served 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu with devotion, yet, when does the 
Torah acknowledge that he was old? When he was one 
hundred years old!! 
HaRebbe Rebbe Zushe zy”a said that the time that he did not 
expect reward for serving Hashem was when he was already 
Rebbe Zushe, as now he already had pleasure in the service 
of Hashem, but he was expecting reward for the time he 
served Hashem before he became Rebbe Zushe… 
We take from this that we must serve Hashem, even if we do 
not feel any satisfaction in the service of Hashem, even if you 
feel that you stand alone against great powers, do not give 
up hope, for ultimately it will come, perhaps today, perhaps 
tomorrow or perhaps when you will be one hundred years 
old, but it will come. 
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‘A moving story’ –   ''סיפור מטלטל
Despite the weakness, I made the effort to go to my friend’s wedding. I 
walked to the bus station in my neighborhood to take the intercity bus 
directly to Bnei Brak. I arrived at the bus station in my neighborhood 
and searched for money for the fare, but after searching all the 
pockets, it turned out that I had left my wallet in my weekday clothes… 
I walked back to the house not wanting to go out again, and as I walked 
I asked Hashem as if having a conversation with Him with every step: 
“Why did I have to forget the money at home? I made the effort to go 
and You know how much effort this required of me to go out despite 
the weakness I left and now You bring me back to the house as 
opposed to going?!”  
In the meantime, I reached the building and when I got to the elevator 
before I could even push the button the doors opened by themselves. 
My neighbors came out dressed in Shabbos clothes. I said to my 
neighbor “Mazel Tov” and I asked him which Simcha was in the house? 
He replied that he was going to a family Simcha in Bnei Brak. I 
immediately asked him if there was room for me to join them and he 
was pleased to oblige. 
I thanked Hashem for the direct ride, but I still asked Him another 
question: “If You wanted to benefit me and arrange a direct ride for me 
and spare me the hardship of the trip, why did I have to go to the bus 
station? Couldn’t You have timed my leaving the building at the exact 
same time as my neighbor and I would not have had to walk to the bus 
station at all and I wouldn’t have suffered any aggravation?” 
However, a minute later I thought that this was because of the story… 
that is, I would have a Hashgacha Pratis story to publicize.     

   ק.ג.      
*~ * ~ * ~ * 

I visited my parents at work and after the visit I ordered a taxi to take 
me to my parents’ house to finish a final paper for an exam. Mother 
insisted that they drive me home even though they had to go in 
another direction, Mother won, and I cancelled the taxi even though I 
did not want to bother them. 
They let me off at the house. When I opened the door, I found the 
house dark due to a power failure. I called my parents who were still 
nearby. They returned to the house and fixed the short which I could 
not do by myself. 
Had they not discovered the loss of electricity in time, they would have 
suffered much damage. 

 נ.ל.
 

 



 

 

Neilah is also recited with extra feeling, are we not standing at the 
closing of the gates and everyone is utilizing these moments and 
splitting the skies with prayers and beseeching from the depths of 
the heart? However, Mincha has no attribution of its own and the 
weakness from the fast is quite visible. However, it is specifically this 
Tefillah as pointed out by the above-mentioned Chazal that has the 
most importance. Perhaps this is the reason there is slackness, for 
the greater its importance and elevation to the top of the world, 
conversely, people disparage it. 
When we carefully examine the passage, we prove that the Torah 
was already aware of this slackness, and it saw fit to motivate the 
person to be excited with this Tefillah no less than Tefillas Shacharis. 
When the Torah speaks of the Korban Tamid [Continual Offering] in 
the afternoon it commands as follows (Bamidbar 28:8):  ואת הכבש'

תעשה'כמנחת הבקר וכנסכו השני תעשה בין הערבים   – ‘The second 
lamb you shall make in the afternoon; like the meal offering of the 
morning and like its libation shall you make’, that is, the time for 
the Korban Tamid in the morning was when the Kohanim woke up 
from their sleep and their strength was renewed, and their minds 
were focused on the service of the Sanctuary, and they performed 
the service with extra desire and an extra love of the mitzvah. 
However, when it came to the afternoon and they had already 
performed the service relevant to the day and they are now coming 
to complete the afternoon Korban Tamid and they are exhausted 
and weak from the difficult service of the Sanctuary, and the 
Inclination had the strength to overpower them and entice them to 
be slack about it and impair the love of the service. Therefore, the 
Torah points out to be diligent and perform it literally ‘like the meal 
offering of the morning’, that is, to again arouse the hearts with 
great diligence like the meal offering of the morning and its libation. 
The exact same thing applies to Tefillas Mincha which corresponds 
to the afternoon Korban Tamid. When a person approaches this 
Tefillah he is already tired and exhausted from working all day, and 
his mouth does not have the strength to say the words with proper 
concentration, therefore, the Torah already had this in mind when it 
stated that the person must arouse himself anew ‘like the meal 
offering of the morning’ which is recited with greater strength and 
exaltation. 
 The importance of this Tefillah is also brought down in the sefer 
‘Seder HaYom’: Since that is when the Attribute of Justice begins to 
rule, and who can control that Mercy will overpower Justice and 
produce his will and desire, because he arouses the will of heaven 
because he pleads with it, to arouse mercy at a time of justice and 
fulfill all his requests and to be answered, therefore one must 
concentrate properly and be able to break locks and cancel the 
impure powers that begin to wake up then. 
The intent of these words is that to arouse the mercy of heaven at 
this time we need extra effort, since justice prevails during these 
hours, however, it is specifically at this time there is an extra 
affection from heaven to the person who makes his prayer into 
beseeching and by doing so he strengthens the Attribute of Mercy 
as HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not want justice to prevail, and He 
hopes that mercy will overpower it. His prayer arouses the will of 
Above and it is fitting that this mercy should help him and protect 
him from all judgment and hidden agendas, and he will merit to 
fulfill His will and work salvations and all things good. 
In light of what was stated, it is incumbent on every person to 
realize the extra importance of Tefillas Mincha, to be meticulous 
with it, and to do it with the satisfaction of Above and below. 
 
 

ויצא יצחק לשוח בשדה לפנות ערב וישא עיניו וירא והנה גמלים באים: 
 )כד:סג(

Yitzchak went out to converse in the field towards evening and he 
raised his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming: (24:63) 
Chazal derive from this posuk (Berachos 26b) that Yitzchak 
instituted the prayer of Mincha, and it is appropriate to arouse the 
hearts regarding the power of this Tefillah and its exaltation. 
Chazal have stated in general about Tefillah – prayer – that it is one 
of things that stands at the top of the world and people disparage 
it, and we see this particularly with the Tefillah of Mincha. On the 
one hand, we see how Chazal went to great lengths describing the 
importance of this Tefillah, as brought down in Agadas Bereishis 
(Chapter 76) ‘When is it an opportune time? Tefillas Mincha. This is 
why it states (Kings I 18:36) 'ויהי בעלות המנחה'  – ‘And it was at the 
time of the Mincha [afternoon] offering’. Similarly (Berachos 6b) ‘A 
person should always be diligent with regard to the Mincha prayer, 
for Eliyahu was answered only through the Mincha prayer.’ 
This is how HaRav Bnei Yissaschar z”l (Maggid Ta’alumah Berachos 
6b) expressed it, Eliyahu was answered only through the Micha 
prayer, he said this in a negative way and not in an obligatory way. 
Apparently, there is no proof from Eliyahu at all because that is 
how the incident took place, and had he prayed at another time he 
would have been answered as well, [meaning: who says that it was 
Mincha time that caused this, perhaps had he prayed in the 
morning he would have been answered, rather, the incident took 
place in the afternoon] however, when the posuk states  ויהי בעלות'

 and it was at the time of the afternoon offering’, it could‘ – המנחה'
have stated ‘it was the time of the offering’, the posuk teaches us 
that it was Mincha that caused this, proving that Eliyahu was 
answered only through the Mincha prayer. 
We see the same thing in the sefer ‘Seder HaYom’ that Eliyahu 
intended to pray specifically then: ‘A person should be very diligent 
with the Mincha prayer as we have stated that Eliyahu was 
answered only through the Mincha prayer and he intentionally 
waited for that time, as explained in the posuk (Kings I 18:27)  ויהתל'

 Eliyahu ridiculed them’ [that is, he ridiculed them to‘ – בהם אליהו'
delay his offering and his prayer until Mincha time came and he 
prayed and he was answered], we see that that time is more 
appropriate to be answered than another time. We see from all this 
that Mincha time is a very great opportune time. 
However, the converse side to this is that this prayer is more 
disparaged than the other Tefillos, and one who examines this 
concludes that most people do not realize the importance of this 
Tefillah. It is recited hastily, and they really have no feeling for it. 
Even during the High Holy Days there is a weakness to this prayer 
more than the other prayers. Consider this and you will find that 
even on Yom Kippur when all the Tefillos are recited with added 
animation, however, Mincha is recited with slackness. At Maariv, 
we are at the beginning of the fast and we have the strength to 
recite it with extra feeling. Even Shacharis, we recite with 
appropriate concentration as this is early in the morning when the 
person has energy and an open heart as required on this elevated 
day. Mussaf, which is categorized as the ‘central part’ of the 
prayers and we describe the service of the Kohen Gadol on this day, 
and this is important to us as if we are performing the service 
ourselves.  

 אליהו לא נענה אלא בתפילת המנחה
Eliyahu was answered only through the Mincha prayer 

 


