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 Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 

The Importance of זריזות

There was once an important meeting that was 

attended by R’ Yisrael Salanter. As was not 

uncommon in those days, the Czar made a terrible 

decree against our nation. The Rabanim gathered to 

discuss what steps should be taken to protect us. A 

great debate ensued; many Rabanim were in favor 

of traveling to St. Petersburg to meet with 

bureaucrats in an attempt to nullify the decree. 

Others thought that such attempts would not lead to 

success and could possibly even further frustrate 

matters. The debate continued until R’ Yisrael 

Salanter announced, “We are going to St. 

Petersburg.” Due to his great stature, no one 

questioned his decision. And so the group 

undertook the difficult journey to the capital city. 

Arriving in St. Petersburg R’ Yisrael turned to the 

others and asked, “So what is the final decision; 

shall we meet with the officials or not?” The group 

turned to look at their great leader with an 

expression of confusion, “Wasn’t that the purpose 

of the trip?” R’ Yisrael smiled and replied, “As long 

as we were at home it was impossible to make an 

unbiased opinion. By nature we are lazy. It is 

possible that we vetoed the idea out of laziness, not 

because it was defective. The only way for us to get 

clear perception was for us to make the trip. Now 

that laziness no longer plays a role we have the 

ability to make a true decision. 

We find this concept in this week’s Parsha. When 

Moshe Rabeinu made an appeal for the Mishkan, 

everyone came running with donations with great 

איםינש Only the .(alacrity) זריזות  tarried in bringing 

their contributions. Rashi states that since they were 

lazy, they lost the letter י from their name, as the 

Torah writes נשאם here without a י.  

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz asks, “Why were they 

deserving of punishment, the reason why they 

didn’t bring right away was because they wanted to 

contribute whatever was lacking. Thus they waited 

until everyone else finished bringing. Why was this 

considered a wrongdoing?” 

R’ Chaim answers, “It is true that on a conscious 

level this was their calculation. However, the Torah 

is revealing that behind the scenes it was really their 

laziness that warped their perception. If not for their 

laziness they would have donated immediately.” 

As the )'מסילת ישרים )פרק ו states, ‘If you were to ask 

a lazy person why he failed to do something, he will 

reply with many answers as to why his inaction was 

proper. However, all of them are not borne from 

logic; rather they are an offshoot of his warped 

thinking initiated by his laziness. The rule of the 

thumb is: every leniency needs to be checked out to 

insure that it is not an offshoot of our bias.’ 

The sefer חובות הלבבות is one of the most prominent 

mussar Seforim that Klal Yisrael possesses. It has 

inspired millions of people for hundreds of years. 

Yet all this was almost lost. In the introduction to 

this sefer the author writes, ‘After deciding to write 

this sefer I had a change of heart. I felt that I am not 

worthy of writing such a sefer. I thought that it 

would be too difficult and beyond my talents. And 

so I resolved that I would refrain from writing it. 

But then I had a change of heart; I suspected myself 

of preferring the lazy path. I suspected that my 

decision to refrain from writing was borne from 

laziness. And so I decided that I will write the sefer 

regardless.’  

Hundreds of times we are forced to make a 

decision, it is of utmost importance to make sure 

that our decision is not a result of laziness. 

I would like to introduce an understanding into the 

importance of ריזותז  that is not well-known. I will 

present this idea using the following story. 
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It was Purim morning shortly after the megilah. R’ 

Shmuel Salant, the Rav of Yerushalayim was at 

home when suddenly there was a knock at the door. 

He was surprised; normally people didn’t come this 

early. He opened the door to find R’ Yosef Chaim 

Zonnenfeld standing there with his mishloach 

manos. The Rav greeted him, “Ah freilechen Purim 

R’ Yosef Chaim. What brings you here so early this 

year? Have you all of sudden become a זריז?” 

R’ Yosef Chaim replied, “Indeed. And you are the 

one who made me into a זריז.” Earlier that year, R’ 

Chaim Zonnenfeld- as he was then known- had 

become deathly ill. As a merit, R’ Shmuel Salant 

had added on the name ‘Yosef’, as a tefillah that 

Hashem should be ‘Yosef Chaim’, give additional 

life. Now on Purim R’ Yosef Chaim explained: ' יוסף

'חיים  is 'גימטריא 'זריז, thus, by changing my name you 

made me into a זריז. For this reason I have come 

early to bring you mishloach manos. 

A גימטריא is not merely a cute coincidence. The 

numerical value of a word has to do with its 

essence. חז"ל learn many halachos from גימטריא. R’ 

Yosef Chaim was not merely saying Purim Torah, 

there is obviously some deeper correlation behind 

this גימטריא.  

I believe we can decipher this riddle with the help 

of the following vort. When the נשיאים lacked זריזות 

the Torah removed the letter ‘yud’ from their 

name.Why was it specifically this letter that they 

lost? With a better comprehension of the importance 

of this trait, we will understand the answer to this 

question.  

In the final discourse that R’ Yerucham Levovitz  דעת(

"ג(חכמה ומוסר ח"א קל  gave before his passing he discussed 

the importance of זריזות. I would like to paraphrase 

what he said. ‘There is a great difference between a 

mitzvah done with alacrity and a mitzvah done 

without it. זריזות is not merely a plus, it changes the 

essence of the deed. A mitzvah done with זריזות 

contains a strong connection to Hashem. A mitzvah 

done in a lazy fashion is missing this Kedusha. 

Hashem is a זריז; He does not tarry with His action. 

To connect to Him we must be similar in this 

respect by doing mitvohs with זריזות.’ 

This is reflective of a concept expounded by R’ 

Chaim Volozhiner. In the beginning of רוח חיים he 

explains that a mitzvah is not merely a physical act. 

When the though enters one’s mind to do a mitzvah, 

a spirit of Kedusha envelopes him and assists him in 

doing the mitzvah. It further encourages him to 

fulfill more mitzvohs of this type. This spirit 

remains with him until he completes the mitzvah. 

For the duration that this spirit is with him he is 

surrounded by the air of גן עדן and the Yetzer Hara 

has no control over him. There is however one 

clause. In  'בד'  he writes that only if a person runs to 

the mitzvah does he get this Kedusha, but if he 

tarries then he is not enveloped by this Kedusha.  

The difference between a mitzvah done with זריזות 

or without it is the difference between having  השראת

 .or not השכינה

Based on this idea we can understand why it was 

specifically the letter 'י' that the םינשיא  were lacking. 

 נשיאם is the first letter in Hashem’s name. The 'י'

contributed just like everyone else. What their 

action was lacking was the זריזות, thus they were 

lacking the ‘yud’ from Hashem’s name in their 

name, correlating with the השראת השכינה that their 

action was lacking. 

Our connection to Hashem is the source of life (as 

the Posuk states .ואתם הדבקים וכו). This is why the 

Gemara states that wicked people are considered 

dead while they are still alive; because they are 

missing this Heavenly connection. One who is a זריז 

merits closeness with Hashem that makes him more 

alive. This is the reason why זריז has the same 

מטריאיג  as יוסף חיים; because a זריז has additional life. 

R’ Yosef Chaim’s additional name signified that he 

received a greater connection with Hashem which 

came part and parcel with the trait of זריזות. Thus he 

told R’ Shmuel Salant ‘you made me into a זריז’. 

The more we transform ourselves into a זריז, the more 

we will be free of the warped justifications of laziness, 

and the more we will merit a special connection with 

Hashem. 


