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ALIYAH AND INSPIRATION 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                 
     

This Shabbos 18 Elul marks the fourth yartzeit of 
the very special young neshama, Aharon Shalom a’h Ben 
Naftali Hertzka Yisroel n’y Tepfer; who was tragically 
niftar at the young age of eleven- and this monthly publica-
tion has been started to bring continued merit to his pure 
and sweet soul. 

At the Levaya four years ago, Rav Yaakov 
Bender Shlita was maspid, and said over the 
following powerful thought: All Chodesh Elul we 
blow the Shofar each and every day, in order to 
awaken us from our slumber as we go towards 
the Yom Hadin. On that fateful year, Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu sent us the greatest Shofar blow- 
causing an effect of tremendous inspiration and 
thoughts of Teshuva to hundreds if not thou-
sands of Jews worldwide. 

Who did not hear about what happened 
without shuddering over the enormity of the 
tragedy; many truly shaken to the core. And the 
pure neshama of Aharon Shalom A’h left an 
indelible impression in the way he passed away 
from this world. That Rosh Hashonah, during 
those holy hours, there was surely not one person 
that thought about what happened and did not 
have a difference in his Tefilah. And that Rosh 
Hashonah was a different Rosh Hashonah for every-
one that even heard about the story 

Considering such, hundreds of Yidden 
worldwide had a major change in the way they 
davened on that Rosh Hashonah; their feelings 
and thoughts during each Shemonah Esrei were 
greatly impacted, and during ‘Unesana Tokef’ 
undoubtedly many more tears were shed. 

A different Tefilah that year for so many, 
meant that their entire year would be automatical-
ly affected- as the Tefilos and how they are 
uttered directly effect the outcome of the year’s  

 
events. Thus, the Shofar blowing of Aharon 
Shalom’s passing affected not only so many 
Tefilos of so many that year, but for many, the 
year of 5774 was automatically effected by a very 
inspirational Rosh Hashonah. 

This means that the Zechus of Aharon Sha-
lom as he left this world, was unfathomable. 

The aliyah and inspiration however, surely do 
not stop here. The Divine providence had it 
come out, that the petirah of this pure neshama 
should take place before Rosh Hashonah- which 
would mean that each and every year as we come 
towards his Yartzeit, we can thus be inspired and 
moved once again; and in turn it will allow his 
neshama to go up higher and higher in Shama-
yim. 

Although there is so much to be inspired 
from, both in this special young man’s life and his 
petirah, I would like to just point out three points 
of inspiration, that Be’H will serve as a spring-
board of aliyah:  

(1) Aharon Shalom’s sudden petirah r’l opens our 
eyes keenly to the reality of life and death Hashem 
Yerachaim; and how our lives are in His control complete-
ly. (2) The steadfast Emunah and acceptance of his 
extraordinary family ba’h, serves as a living inspiration of 
the entire message of Malchuyos throughout the Rosh 
Hashonah Tefilos. (3) Aharon Shalom’s tragic petirah 
serves for us as a wakeup call during Elul, to the shortness 
of life, and how much we must strive to maximize each 
and every day we are alive. We must look at and learn 
from the precious years of Aharon Shalom; at how much 
good he accomplished and how many lives he touched- and 
allow it to inspire our Avodah each and every day- in his 
memory.   

…And each year as the eighteenth of Elul approach-
es, the Aliyah and inspiration that we all are receive will 
be the greatest merit for Aharon Shalom a’h; and may 
Hashem grant the ultimate Nechama…BSD 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    




