
every time we daven we must have true hope that our 

tefillah is being accepted. It means having complete 

trust in Hashem that He is listening to every prayer that 

we utter.   

 Rav Forst then brought a beautiful Chasam Sofer 

on another pasuk in our Parasha: 

 -- “All the parts of the 

korban,” Hashem says, “are mine; what is the only part 

that really belongs to you, the one bringing it? ‘Tish-

miru.’” The root of this word is , which besides 

meaning to guard, also means to wait and yearn for (as 

it says regarding Yosef Hatzaddik in Parashas 

Vayeishev: - Yaakov was ‘waiting’ 

for the dreams to be fulfilled). This means that the only 

part that really belongs to the one bringing the korban 

is the yearning and hope in the koach of the korban. 

 Rav Forst then explained: Today, tefillah is in the 

place of korbanos. The Anshei Knesses Hagedolah 

were the ones who formed our tefillos. What part, then, 

do we have in the tefillah itself? It is the same as 

korbanos. The thoughts and the feelings that we put 

into it. It is the hope and belief that we have in the 

power of the words that we say that is our greatest 

share of the tefillah. 

  Rav Forst then told an amazing story: He was 

once at a bris where Rav Mordechai Finkelman 

shlita served as sandak. After the bris, he was 

amazed to see how Rav Yaakov Bender shlita bent 

his head to receive a beracha from Rav Finkelman. 

Rav Forst followed suit and did the same! What 

amazed Rav Forst most of all were the thoughts and 

the feelings that went into Rav Finkelman’s beracha 

to each one of them.  

It is one thing to give a beracha, and it is an-

other level entirely to give a beracha with the proper 

intent - because he believes in the koach of the tefillah 

that he is saying.  

We have the unbelievable zchus each day to 

daven to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. If we would truly 

believe with all our heart in the power of our words, we 

would say them a whole lot differently. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 

 Please daven for the full recovery of  

Bentzion ben Rochel. 
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 We have the ultimate privilege to daven each and 

every day to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to speak with the 

Creator of the world, and to ask for whatever we need. 

Whether or not we appreciate this great merit, it is a 

zchus that has no measure. Yet, besides for recogniz-

ing the great merit we have, we must also strive to 

have emunah in the power of tefillah and all that it is 

accomplishing for us. We have to believe in tefillah. 

 As Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l would often quote 

from Akdamus: - Asking (Hashem) 

always brings benefit. Whether or not we merit to see 

the results of our prayers, we have to have the firm 

belief that every single tefillah we utter is accomplish-

ing great things for us and for others. 

 We find an amazing hint to this idea within our 

Parasha: The Torah teaches us about the great reward 

that came to Pinchas on account of his incredible act 

of zealotry for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. In describing 

what took place at the time that Pinchas killed Zimri 

and Kozbi for their atrocity, Dovid Hamelech writes 

these words in Tehillim: .  (105:30) 

On the one hand the root  is a language of judg-

ment. In this sense, Pinchas had to make a very great 

judgment call at the time as to whether or not to do 

what he ended up doing.  

 The Gemara, however, uses this pasuk to refer to 

the tefillah of Pinchas at that time, so the language of 

 means prayer. 

 In a drasha last year Rav Binyomin Forst shlita 

said over a beautiful explanation of this. What is the 

meaning, he asked, behind the language of  which, 

in essence, is the source of the word tefillah itself? 

(This would also connote that the word  probably 

reveals to us a true definition of the essence of prayer.)  

 First he explained why Pinchas was davening at 

that time. He was actually praying that his act of 

zealousness would truly stop the plague, which proves 

that his act was completely for the sake of Heaven. 

 He then explained: When Yaakov Avinu saw 

his son Yosef for the first time in 22 years he ex-

pressed: I dared not accept the 

thought that I would see your face. (Bereishis 48:11) 

This means that  is actually a language that denotes 

yearning and hoping for. In this sense, the idea is that 


