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  RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS TOLDOS  תשע"ז 

MISSION SOUP 

One of the many controversial episodes in Sefer Bereishis in the eyes of the gentile 

world is Yaakov’s deceitful purchase of Esav’s birthright for a bowl of lentil soup. Even 

amongst the Rishonim there are questions about the legality this transaction. The 

birthright was valued far greater than a soup even if it was gourmet, which therefore 

raises a halachik problem of אונאה receiving a non fair price for the purchase. The Ran 

questions in his second derasha that it is not the midah of a tzadik to look around at the 

possessions of others and ask them to sell it to them. 

The Ran answers and explains that the Chazal state (Baba Basrah 16b) that the day that 

the transaction took place was the day of Avraham’s death. The lentil soup was 

prepared by Yaakov as the first meal that is given to the mourners. Apparently Esav was 

not present at the petirah of his grandfather, was not at the burial, nor did he seem 

interested or moved by his demise. That day he transgressed five aveiros including 

murder. Even when he comes into the house and sees the lentil soup which was a clear 

indication of a death in the family, he demonstrated his lack of feelings and sorrow by 

saying pour me down this soup the way you give a camel to drink.  

Yaakov upon witnessing his brazen insensitive conduct and disrespect for Avraham and 

his father who was sitting shivah, deeply felt that he was more deserving of the 

birthright than Esav. After all, why does the birthright obligate the other siblings to give 

kovod to the bechor? Since the bechor is the first born we assume that he identifies with 

his father and his characteristics and middos over all the other children. Therefore, by 

honoring him it is like honoring their father. Yaakov reasoned that therefore he 

represents the bechor of Yitzchak more than his brother and it would be a greater kovod 

to their parent  and grandparent that he should continue living their legacy. 

Esav readily admitted to Yaakov that he has zero identity with his father and 

grandfather. “Behold I am going to die”. Esav was referring to his occupation which was 

hunting every day. He is a man of risk, a hunter who encounters wild animals that could 

possibly kill him at any moment. Everyone realizes that he is not the continuation of 

their lives in any way or fashion.  Who then will carry the honor of the family if not his 

younger brother? 

According to the Ran, in essence Esav had already relinquished his birthright even 

before the transaction. The birthright symbolized the carrying of the family torch of 

Hashem’s banner in which he had no interest at all. The transaction over the red stew 
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was merely an act beyond the letter of the law since Esav had already given up his 

birthright.   

In the commentary of Rabbeinu Bachya he sees this identical theme being played out 

with the wells of Avraham which the Pelishtim closed up after Avraham’s demise. The 

Pelishtim filled them with sand in order that Yitzchak would not be able to benefit from 

them to water his crops and animals. Yitzchak then dug them out making them once 

again functional and honored his father by calling them by the same names his father 

originally called them. The fact that the Torah mentions this episode is to come and 

teach us that it considers Yitzchak’s actions with the wells a great merit. It teaches that a 

person should not change from the ways of his father and previous generations. If this 

applies even to calling the wells by the same names, surely it applies to living with the 

same character of spiritual and meaningful life as they did. It could very well be that 

because of this seemingly insignificant episode with the wells alone, Yitzchak was repaid 

by Hashem midah keneged midah not changing his name as He did by the other Avos, 

from Avram to Avraham and from Yaakov to Yisrael.  

Now we are able to return and relearn the transaction between Yaakov and Esav selling 

a birthright for the red lentil soup, and understand it with a much deeper perspective. 

Why do we find Yaakov as the chef over this soup and not Rivka? This soup was much 

deeper than what meets the eye. The word עדשים which means lentils is gematriah 

 Avraham’s entire mission was to bring Moshiach and spread the .424 משיח בן דוד

malchus, kingdom, of Hashem throughout the world. At the Akiada a double usage of 

Avraham’s name was used back to back (Bereishis 22,11). The Igrah Dekallah learns that 

two times  אברהם is the same gematriah as 496 מלכות. At this tenth test Avraham 

attained the pinnacle level of spreading the malchus of Hashem. The  נזיד עדשים soup is 

gematriah 496 (with the kollel). It symbolized that the torch of Moshiach and Malchus 

Shamayim was to be perpetuated by the Avos Yitzchak and Yaakov and followed by  Klal 

Yisrael all the way up until Moshiach comes.  

When there is a death in the family, its members take upon themselves to continue the 

mission of the deceased which he undertook from his past generations. The soup that 

Yaakov prepared was for his father and himself. Just as food nurtures the body and 

keeps the soul alive, Yaakov felt that after Avraham died he must take on the task of 

continuing the mesorah and mesiras nefesh of his grandfather since Esav will not 

undertake the mission to spread Malchus Shemayim which will reach its full culmination 

with משיח בן דוד.  By actually making the נזיד עדשים he was following the dictum of the 

Sefer Hachinuch אדם נפעל כפי פעולותיו that a person is conditioned and influenced by 

his actions. Yaakov hoped that all the innuendos and allusions in the נזיד עדשים will spur 
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and fire him up to dedicate his life in pursuit of the ideals and mission of his departed 

Zaidy. The nezid did not only represent an aveilus food, but it also symbolized the 

dedication of spirit that the Zaidy pursued during his lifetime which Yaakov took upon 

himself to emulate. (on a lighter side note that the word  ויזד shares the letters of זדי in 

Yiddish). Because of his own Kabbalas Malchus and Moshicah Ben Dovid mission, 

Hashem navigated the events that with this very soup which symbolized Yaakov’s 

dedication for the future, Esav handed him over his birthright of bechor which would 

have made him the main carrier of the torch which he was really wasn’t. 

To this spiritual destiny which is hinted in the soup, the passuk declares  יעקב נתן לעשו

 is gematriah 502 with the kollel. It symbolizes ונזיד עדשים The words .לחם ונזיד עדשים

the Avos who lived together the total of 502 years. The word לחם besides meaning 

bread also means to fight לחם ונזיד עדשים .מלחמה alludes to these 502 years during 

which the Avos fought all their lives to bring about Malchus Shamayim and ensure the 

coming of משיח בן דוד. It could very well be that even Esav understood the allusions 

hinted in the נזיד עדשים. After all the Ari writes that in his head were the neshamos of 

the foundation of Torah Shebeal Peh those of Rabbi Akivah and Rav Meir. However, he 

wanted to have nothing to do with this restrictive life style and lack of freedom, so he 

thought. He told Yaakov to pour the Mission Soup down my throat like a camel גמל. The 

reason why the camel is named גמל is because it means to wean and make 

independent. The camels are used for travel in the desert because they can store 

enough water for days without drinking. Essentially they are weaned from the water in 

their environment. By this description of consuming the Mission Soup like a camel, Esav 

was officially announcing to Yaakov “I hereby wean myself from anything that has to do 

with the mission of the Avos. Therefore, you Yaakov can gladly join and be part of the 

502 Club from now on until eternity”. לחם ונזיד עדשים is not just the description of the 

menu of Esav’s meal but rather it contains the story of our Avos’s ,life mission which is  

their battle to fulfill spreading the Malchus of Hashem and ensuring the coming of 

Moshiach Ben Dovid. 

The Baal Haturim writes that the acronym of the words אם בחוקותי תלכו is אבת our 

Avos. They are called חוקותי from the term לחקות which means to copy. It also means to 

engrave  חקוק which leaves an indelible mark. The Avos during their lifetime carved on 

earth an indelible impression of the presence of Malchus Shamayim by mirroring 

Hashem with their Tzelem Elokim. May we as their children continue this avodah until 

the coming of Mashiach when our destiny will have been fulfilled. 

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil     


