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 feaTure arTICle 
Is huNTINg a Kosher sPorT?
the halachic and ethical considerations of hunting.
By: rabbi Yosef fund

May a jew hunt for a living? What about hunting for sport? the Nodah 
B’Yehudah (1713-1793) of prague wrote a famous reponsa on the topic, 
which we will examine shortly. less well known are the responsa on this 
topic from three great Italian rabbis.  one responsa is from rabbi Yitchok 
Hizkia lampronti (1679- 1756) who served as both a rabbi and Doctor in 
padua, and is found in his encylopedic work Pachad Yitzhak under the entry Tzchok. A second, from rabbi 
shabsi of Vicchio (born 1707) is also quoted in the same work. In addition the Bosnian/Italian rabbi shimshon 
Morpurgo (1681-1740) of Ancona wrote two repsonas on the matter  both printed in his work Shu”t Shemesh 
Tzedaka YD 18 and 57. the sefer Tzaar Baalei Chayim B’halacha Uv’Agadah” points out that the torah’s 
attitude to hunting seemd to have been an ongoing concern in Italian jewish society.

Rabbi Yitchok Hizkia Lampronti forbids hunting for several reasons. The first reason is based on Rashi (Avoda 
Zara Daf 11a) who forbids making an animal into a treifa. Tosfos (ibid d”h Ikur) questions why this should be 
forbidden?  Bach (o.c. 551.10), however, writes that one should be machmir like Rashi’s opinion not to make 
an animal a neveila (see also Lechem Mishna Avel 14.25 according to whom rambam agrees with Rashi. see 
also Ritva Avoda Zarah ibid who states that the prohibition according to Rashi is due to Tzaar Baalei Chaim). 
As to how Yitchok asked eisav to hunt for him, he writes that it was done in a way where the animal did not 
become a neveila or treifa, in contrast to modern hunting. secondly, it is forbidden to conduct business with that 
which is forbidden to eat (see Mishna Sheviis 7.4). He writes that one who wishes to hunt should do so in the 
way the torah permits, namely trapping (see Mishna Sheviis ibid and also Mishna Shabbos 1.6 for a disccussion 
of the laws of setting traps before the onset of Shabbos to trap wild creatures, fowl and fish). He concludes with 
questioning why those who hunt animals for sport find pleasure in needless killing, and writes they are certainly 
transgressing baal tashchis.

rabbi shabsi of Vicchio presents similar arguments, and at the end of his discussion objects to hunting on moral 
grounds. In his words: “It is comparable to a flamethrower who shoots an arrow which kills and then says he 
was playing. Is it so that for play it is permitted to create neveilos and to transgress baal tashchis?! But was 
not Avner punished only because he made of the blood of youths a jest and killed? Will he not be punished? 
Certainly!   And how is it different regarding animals as it is written (Tehillim 145.9) ‘Hashem’s mercy is on all 
his creatures”. He then cites a possible counterargument that the intention is to hunt for sport without intention 
to kill, therefore any transgression is aino mechaven. However, he rejects this argument, since the killing is a 
known result and is considered intentional.

Shu”t Shemesh Tzedaka prohibits for five reasons: creating a neveila, doing business with forbidden foods, baal 
tashchis, “adopting the craft of the wicked eisav and acquiring the traits of cruelty to destroy the creatures of 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu for no reason”, and because of a “gathering of scoffers” (moshav leitzim). He concludes 
with a reproach that hunting is a waste of precious time “and not the inheritance of our father [Yaakov] an 
innocent man who dwelt in tents”.

He further writes, “if one were to say what concern is it to me if the birds suffer pain, does Hashem judge in 
the land to fight their fight and avenge their blood?! I too will answer ‘open  your eyes and see how much  the 
torah was stringent regarding tzaar baalei chayim… and one who transgresses not only has he made himself 
cruel but he also distances from  himself the mercy of Hashem”.

Nodah B’Yehuda (Yorah Deah Tinyana 10) anticipates, and rejects, some of the above arguments. regarding 
Tzaar Baalei Chayim the Nodah B’Yehuda writes that this is only relevant when an animal is left to live in 
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pain and not when, as in hunting, it is killed. secondly, regarding Baal Tashchis he writes that it only applies to 
that which is possessed by human beings, not to ownerless creatures of the forest. shu”t Yehudah Yaaleh (rabbi 
Yehudah Assad 1794-1866) notes that Nodah B’Yehuda does not seem to have seen the responsas in Shemesh 
Tzedaka, and further notes that whether baal tashchis applies to that which is ownerless is a dispute amongst 
rishonim. further, writes nodah B’Yehuda, one cannot claim there is a minhag not to engage in hunting, since it 
is not common enough a practice to ascertain a custom regarding it. 

However he does object on ethical grounds, noting that the only hunters we find in the Torah are Nimrod and 
eisav and this is not the ways of our fathers Avrahom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. to this writer it seems worth 
noting that Rashba (Shu”t Rashba vol. 1.164) explains the verse describing eisav as a hunter in the following 
manner “an idle man without occupation like the nobility who are at leisure and occupy themselves with hunting 
for pleasure”. on the other hand it has been noted that the talmud (Sanhedrin 107a) describes king David as 
hunting.

further writes Nodah B’Yehuda, even regarding new clothing the Rema in Orach Chaim 223 quotes Mahriv that 
on garments made of leather one should not wish Tivle V’Tischadesh – it should get worn and you should acquire 
new. The Rema only finds this ruling questionable because animals will not necessarily be killed to provide him 
with leathers, and even so the rema writes that the practice of many is to follow the Mahariv. certainly, writes 
the Nodah B’Yehuda, how can a jew kill creatures for no pupose other than to spend his precious time?!

then the Nodah B’Yehudah prohibits the sport of hunting for a novel reason. He writes that while it is permitted 
to undertake a dangerous pursuit for the sake of earning a livelihood, to do the same for the pursuit of pleasure is 
forbidden. even eisav who was a professional hunter was afraid of dying while pursuing hunting, as eisav told 
Yaakov regarding the rights of the firstborn (Breishis 25.32) “behold I will die, was is it to me the bechorah”. 
Ramban (ibid 34) explains the words of eisav to mean that he will likely die from his hunting in the lifetime 
of his father. It is interesting to note that Igros Moshe (Choshen Mishpat 1.104) sees in the words of the Nodah 
B’Yehudah support for his permission that it is permitted to play professional sports for a livelihood even when 
there is a slight chance of danger involved. similarly, rav Yitchok Zilberstein (Shiurei Torah Lerofim vol 2 page 
211) rules based on the words of the Nodah B’Yehuda that it is pemitted to participate in medical trials either for 
financial benefit or as a volunteer in order to benefit the public at large as long as the level of risk is no greater 
than that involved in hunting. 
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