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אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך לא תהיה לו כנשה, לא “ 22:24

 ”תשימון עליו נשך

“When you lend money to My people, to the poor person who is 

with you, do not act toward him as a creditor, do not lay interest 

upon him.”  Rashi – Rebbe Yishmael says that throughout the Torah 

the word “אם” means “if”, meaning it is voluntary.  There are three 

places in the Torah where אם means “when”, meaning that it is an 

obligation and is not voluntary.  This is one of the places – to lend 

money is an obligation and not voluntary. Why does the Torah use 

the word אם here, a word that generally means it is voluntary, to 

teach us the obligation of giving loans? The following Divrei Torah 

will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in 

the closing paragraph. 

שיךאל   Choshen Mishpat 246:4 – If a – ”את העני עמך“ 22:24 – 

father assigns all of his properties to one of his children, we assume 

that he made him a trustee for the others, since it is highly unlikely 

that a father would give everything to one child, while giving nothing 

to his other children.  Similarly, when Hakodosh Boruch Hu made 

some people wealthy and others poor, it is highly unlikely that our 

Father in Heaven would endow one child and not all of the rest of 

His children.  Therefore, the wealthy man is clearly a trustee for his 

siblings, those who are poor in Klal Yisroel, and he must distribute 

the money fairly.  “The poor is among you” – the share of the 

world’s wealth that rightfully belongs to the poor is among you.  

זוכה הויין לו בנים בעלי חכמה בעלי “ – Bava Basra 9b – אהבת חסד 

...עושר ” - Whoever regularly performs Chesed – showing kindness to 

people in need by extending them loans, will be Zoche to have 

children blessed with wisdom and health.  It is amazing that people 

are busy seeking all kinds of Segulos, and spending lots of money, to 

help them have children.  It would be much better if they would 

avail themselves of the Segulah mentioned by the Gemara, (Bava 

Basra 9b, above) to constantly be involved in charitable acts.  Many 

have tried this and found it to be effective.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   The root of this word can – ”תלוה“ 22:24 – 

also connote attachment.  The Torah is telling us that by lending 

money to a needy person, we attach ourselves to him and his plight.  

He is not alone, because we take upon ourselves to help him cope 

and overcome his obstacles to self-sufficiency.  The Mitzvah of 

Halva’ah, is the cornerstone of the calling to be עם ד' , and since one 

who fulfills this Mitzvah thereby expresses his identification with this 

calling, we thus see clearly the reason behind the Mitzvah.  This 

Mitzvah embodies not the idea of abstract justice, but the idea that 

the society comprised of the members of the Jewish people is built 

on the awareness that everything we possess is entrusted to us by 

G-d.  It is not the poor who should have to seek out the wealthy; 

rather, it is the duty of the wealthy person to seek out those who 

could benefit from his wealth.  The rich need the poor more, in a 

higher sense, than the poor need the rich.  All that the poor man can 

get from the rich is assistance for his material needs.  But for the rich 

man, the poor are the means that enable him to carry out his 

sublime spiritual and moral task by paying to Hashem the tribute He 

expects in return for everything He bestows upon us.  The duty of 

lending money without interest is the granite rock foundation on 

which the society of the Jewish people is based.  This is one of the 

cardinal duties where Hashem wants us to express our homage to 

Him through acts of sacrifice in daily life. 

 How are we to understand – ”אם כסף תלוה“ 22:24 – ספורנו 

the word אם, if, here?  If the promise that there will be no needy 

among us is not fulfilled, and instead Hashem’s statement that the 

poor shall never cease to pass, then it will occur (because there will 

always be needy people) that you will lend.   

 The Mechilta says – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 – באר משה 

that there are three times that the Torah uses the word אם, where it 

is obligatory, while in all other places it is voluntary.  Why did the 

Torah use a Loshon of אם over here, for it can cause one to err and 

think that this Mitzvah is voluntary?  The Torah is being Meramez to 

a great Yesod here.  Avodah Zara 5a – the Loshon of אם means 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu created a – עולם חסד יבנה  .supplication ,תחנונים

world with Chesed,  The Ribbono Shel Olam desires that the way of 

the world should be through Chesed.  The Zohar says that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu gave the world for man to be the ruler. There are 

Tzaddikim, and there are Resha’im; there are intelligent ones, and 

ones who lack intelligence; there are wealthy ones and poor ones.  

In each facet of the world, there is a Mekabel and a Mashpia - one 

who gives and one who accepts.  The wealthy one is to give to the 

destitute, and the wise to the unwise.  The Posuk uses the word אם 

to teach us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants us to perform Chesed 

with one another, for that is what caused Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

bring Shefa down to this world.   

 One should – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - חתן סופר 

not think that he is better off giving a loan to a non-Jew and charging 

him interest, instead of giving money to a poor Jew.  Rather, one 

must have mercy and compassion for the destitute Jew and give him 

the money, for by giving him the money, the giver / lender is actually 

doing himself a favor.  When one opens up his hands to the poor in 

Klal Yisroel, Hakodosh Boruch Hu opens up His storage house full of 

goodness.  “אם כסף תלוה” – If one will give a loan, “את עמי” – give the 

loan to a Yid before giving it to a Non-Jew.  “את העני” - The poor man 

should receive a loan before the wealthy man.  “עמך” – “for you” – 

you should do all of this for it is in your best interest.   

אם כסף תלוה את עמי את “ Mishpatim 21 - 22:24 – מדרש תנחומא 

 Do not act in a way of embarrassing the one receiving the – ”העני עמך

loan, for he is עמי, part of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation.  The lender 

should see himself as if he is the poor person.  

ר האמריםביאו   – Medrash Tanchuma - Mishpatim 21 - 22:24 

 The Medrash says that one should  – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“

make himself as if he is the poor person.  There are times during the 

year that the day borrows time from the night, and there are times 

that the night borrows time from the day (Medrash Tanchuma).  So 

too with a lender and a borrower, the lender will become a 

borrower and the borrower will become a lender.  Therefore, when 

the lender gives money to the borrower, he should not embarrass 

him and he should see himself as the poor man – for he will be in 

the future.    

 The purpose – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 - שפתי כהן על התורה 

of money is so that one can loan it to, “My (Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s) 

nation.”  The Mitzvah of providing a loan to someone who is in 

desperate need for it is greater than Tzedakah, for by giving one 

Tzedakah you are embarrassing the poor person, while by a loan, 

one is not embarrassed.  Vayikra 9:17 “מלבד עלת הבקר” – “Aside from 

the morning elevation-offering.”  “מלבד” is the Roshei Taivos for 

“ בשעת דוחקו מלוה לעני ” – “One should loan money to the poor when 

he is in a tough situation.”  If one does provide a loan for the poor, 

then it is as if he brought before Me the Olas Haboker and by doing 

so, Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that you will be with Him.   

“ Mishlei 22:9 – אלשיך  לדלטוב עין הוא יבורך כי נתן מלחמו  ” – “One 

who is generous is blessed, when he gives his bread to a poor man.”  

One might think from this Posuk, that the wealthy person stands to 
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be blessed in the World to Come, and receive even more wealth in 

this world, while the poor man does not.  That is not correct.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu blesses each person based on the goodness 

and generosity of his own heart.  As such, a poor man who gives 

some of his own loaf to another pauper, especially if he gives him 

first before eating himself, will find that the rich man cannot 

compete with him.  Eliyahu Hanavi asked the woman from Tzorfas 

to feed him before feeding herself and her son.  He did this in order 

that she should receive the Zechus for the highest level of charity.   

 The word – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - נחל קדומים 

 is a Remez to the ”אמת“  ”.אמת“ has the same Gematria as ”תלוה“

Shechina Hakdosha.  Through Tzedakah, there will be a combining of 

Tiferes and Malchus.  This is the “true” purpose of the world.   

 It says – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - אך פרי תבואה 

in the Kuzari that just as when one brings Korbonos, it brings him 

closer to the Ribbono Shel Olam, so too with Tzedakah, which is 

even greater than bringing Korbonos.  A destitute person is called a 

'תגר על ד  – a complainer against Hashem.  One who assists the poor 

man through Tzedakah or a loan creates peace between the poor 

man and the Ribbono Shel Olam.  Therefore, one who does this is 

Zoche to come closer to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  This can also 

explain the Gemara that says that the Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim 

is greater than being Mekabel the Shechina (Shavuos 35b).  The poor 

man who needs assistance, a place to stay or food to eat, is a 

complainer against Hashem.  By providing for him, you are making 

peace between him and the Ribbono Shel Olam, and you are 

rectifying the Kilkul that existed.  This is even greater than just being 

Mekabel the Shechina.   

 – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - 31:3 – שמות רבה 

Regarding the concept of this Posuk, it says in Koheles 5:12,13 “ יש

 – ”רעה חולה ראיתי תחת השמש עשר שמור לבעליו לרעתו ואבד העשר ההוא בענין רע

“There has been a sickening evil which I have seen under the sun: 

riches hoarded by their owner to his misfortune, and he loses those 

riches in some bad venture.”  Praiseworthy is he who withstands his 

test, for there is no creature that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not test.  

He tests the wealthy individual to know whether his hand will be 

open to the poor.  He tests the poor individual to know if he can 

accept his afflictions and not become angry at Hashem, as it says in 

Yeshaya 58:7 “ועניים מרורים תביא בית” – “And bring the subdued poor to 

your home.” 

אם כסף תלוה את עמי את “ Shemos Rabbah 31:3 - 22:24 – קרן לדוד 

 If one borrows without having any potential way with – ”העני עמך

which to repay the loan, and is aware that he will not be able to 

return the money, he is immediately called wicked at the time of the 

loan.  However, it is possible that even in this case the borrower 

would not be called wicked.  This would be the case if the lender 

gives it under the guise that it is a loan just so that the borrower is 

not embarrassed, yet he has full intention that he is giving it as a gift 

and never expects the money to be returned.  This is the way of the 

truly virtuous.   

 The – ”ועניים מרודים“ Shemos Rabbah 31:3 – מתנות כהונה 

Posuk in Yeshaya refers to the poor as subdued, indicating that they 

are being tested to see if they will accept their fate submissively.  

אם כסף תלוה את עמי “ Shemos Rabbah - 31:3 - 22:24 – אמרי שפר 

 The Medrash is bothered by the seemingly extra word – ”את העני עמך

in the Posuk, “עמך”, “with you”.  Therefore, the Medrash explains 

that “with you” is going on the money, meaning that if you loan 

money to the poor, then your money will remain “with you”, and 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not take it away from you.  However if you 

do not, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will take away the money and it 

will not be “with you.”  The Medrash explains this, based on the 

Posuk in Koheles, that one who hoards his money will lose it.   

 We see – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 – רבינו אפרים 

how beloved the poor person is to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu calls the poor man, “His nation.”    “עמך” is a 

Remez to the proper way one should give money.  One should have 

the poor person in his home, and have the poor person do 

something, albeit small.  This is to make him feel that he earned 

what he received, and not that it was a handout.  This is the optimal 

way to deal with the poor.  

ש"רא   Rebbe – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - 

Yishmael says that every instance the Torah uses the word “אם”, it 

means it is voluntary, except by this case and two others.  If lending 

money in not voluntary, then why does the Torah use the word 

 ”,אם“ Rebbe Yehuda MiParis says, the Torah uses the word  ?”אם“

because there are times that loaning another money is voluntary.  If 

one knows that the borrower has no potential way to repay the 

loan, he is not obligated to loan him the money.   

אם כסף “ – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך“ 22:24 - רבינו בחיי 

 If a Kusi – ”עמי“ – You are obligated to loan others.  To whom – ”תלוה

and a Yid both want a loan, the Yid comes first.  “את העני” - If a Kusi 

comes to borrow from you, even with paying interest, and a Yid 

comes to borrow from you without interest, you should first lend to 

My nation, the Yid without interest.  “את העני עמך” – If a Yid who is 

wealthy, and a Yid who is poor, both want a loan from you, lend the 

poor person first.  “עמך” – The poor of your family comes first, then 

the poor of your city.  “את העני” – You are the poor person.  You are 

obligated to make the loan, and if not you should know that you will 

be the poor one.   

 The Posuk says that – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 - אבן עזרא 

one must loan money to, “My nation”, Hakodosh Boruch  Hu’s 

nation – this excludes the other nations of the world.  The Torah also 

called the receiver of the loan, “My nation” so that the rich should 

know that it is not because He loves the rich more than the poor 

that He gave him wealth.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu loves all of Klal 

Yisroel.   

 If you – ”אם כסף“ – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 - אור החיים 

wonder why you have money, “תלוה את עמי” – it is so that you lend 

others money. 

 At the time of one’s – ”אם כסף תלוה את עמי“ 22:24 - חתם סופר 

departure from this world he takes neither his silver, nor his gold.  

Often one performs Mitzvos not Lishma.  The Posuk is telling us here 

that one should perform this Mitzvah Lishma.  He should see it as 

the Ribbono Shel Olam’s money, and he is giving the borrower what 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants him to have – and for no other reason.  

If one does it in this manner, then the silver and gold will accompany 

him in the World to Come.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah uses the 

Loshon “אם” regarding loans, even though it is not voluntary, rather 

an obligation.  “אם” – “If” you realize that all is from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and do not feel the sense of entitlement that it is your 

money and you can do what you want with it, then it will be easy to 

perform this Mitzvah.  One needs to realize that “if” Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu gave him wealth, it comes with great responsibility.  He 

must help out all of his brethren, certainly his poor brethren.  Both 

the poor and the wealthy can be Zoche to the title of being 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation.  The poor need to accept their 

situation with love from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and the wealthy must 

give Tzedakah and loans with their money.  May we be Zoche to 

truly earn the title of being Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation.   


