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Now You Know 
When Shabbos Chanukah is also Rosh 
Chodesh Teves like this year, we have 
the unique experience of taking out 

three Sifrei Torah to read from three 
different parts of the Torah.  

It’s also unique because three times 
on this day, we will IY”H recite the 

longest possible Birkas Hamazon 
(bentching,) which contains “Al 
Hanissim” “R’tzai” and “Ya’ale 

Veyavo”.  

During these challenging economic 
times, we should try to remember the 
words of the Chinuch (P’ Aikev) that 

whoever recites bentching with 
gratitude and concentration will not 
be lacking parnassa (livelihood).  

If we “storm the Heavens” with our 
bentching and the special additions 
on this 3-level holy day it will be a 
great merit to help us with good 

parnassa.  

It takes preparation to make sure that 
one knows the simple basic 

translation of this large bentching. It 
also requires gearing oneself up to 
actually feel the thanks that he 
verbalizes, and truly wish that his 

requests be fulfilled. 
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Thought of the week: 

Experience may not be the 
most pleasant of teachers 
but she is an effective one.  
Forget the discomfort but 
remember the lessons.  

 (AY:AM TYwARB) „.WNMLX WMWLX IWRTPK wYA ,AWHW YNA ,DXA HLYLBOWLX HMLXNW‰ 
And we dreamed a dream on one night, I and he, each according to the interpretation 
of his dream did he dream. (Gen. 41:11) 

When no one could be found to explain Pharaoh’s dream, the wine steward stepped 
forward to recount his own experience with dream interpretation.  He related how both he 
and the chief baker had similar dreams on the same night and how Yosef had interpreted 
them correctly. 

In this posuk he says that each dream was dreamed according to its interpretation.  In the 
next verse, he says, “[Yosef] interpreted each according to the dream.” Rashi comments on 
these that the interpretations were similar to the dream in content and context.  Others 
explain that Yosef did not introduce allegory or symbolism into the dream but gave a simple 
explanation of what was taking place. 

This explains the phrase that says Yosef provided interpretation according to the dreams, 
but what does it mean that the dreams were dreamed according to the interpretation? 

Perhaps we can explain that when Yosef began his interpretations, the wine steward 
recognized them as authentic because they truly offered a logical explanation thereof.  
However, as he continued, the butler realized that this was more than just a dream, but a 
true forecast of what was to come. When Yosef finished, the wine steward realized that his 
dream contained details he didn’t remember or consider important until they appeared in 
Yosef’s explanation. 

Essentially, he realized that his dream was dreamt in order to provide all the details to 
match Yosef’s explanation.  None were superfluous or meaningless.  The dream was a 
detailed message from G-d and Yosef was the man who could decode it.  This is what he 
was telling Pharaoh. 

The fact that all the details fell into place was a lesson in how HaShem runs the world.  He 
orchestrates every tiny detail that we might consider unimportant so they fit into big picture 
of HaShem’s plans.  Every encounter or experience we have shapes us in some small way 
and prepares us for the message. 

On Chanukah, the Jews found a small jug of oil.  Why couldn’t they have found more oil?  
Why wouldn’t they opt to light impure oil which was permitted under the circumstances?  
The answer is that HaShem was setting the stage for his miracle which reminded the Jews, 
and everyone else, that He loves us, cares for us, and is intimately involved in every aspect 
of our lives.   

Just as the wine steward dreamed a dream so he could hear Yosef’s interpretation, so do 
all of us experience countless things in our lives so we can get HaShem’s message. 

A southern “society belle” was throwing a dinner party for the cream of high-class society in 
her rural Georgia town and wanted to do something to set herself apart.  Calling a local 
army base, she asked them to send over a dozen tall, good-looking soldiers to enjoy her 
meal.  “I want to show my appreciation to the troops,” she said to the commanding officer. 

“Please understand where I’m coming from,” she added, “and make sure not to send me 
any Jews!”  The CO assured her he understood entirely. 

The evening of her party, twelve tall, good-looking African-American soldiers knocked on 
her door.  She nearly fainted.  “There – there - there must be some mistake!” she 
stammered.  “Oh, no, Ma’am,” replied a smiling soldier as they entered the home with all 
eyes fixed upon them. “Captain Goldberg doesn’t make mistakes!” 
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This issue sponsored N‰EL 

Mrs. Doris Levy a”h  
of Oceanside, NY  

who leaves behind generations of 

Jews devoted to HaShem, His Torah 

and His People. 
May her neshama have an Aliya through 

the Torah studied in her memory. 

 

What a difference 
you can make! 
Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


