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Netzavim/Rosh HaShana 5776 
 

 

Standing Together 

There are two levels of judgment on Rosh HaShana. The Jewish nation is judged 

collectively as a people while at the same time each person is judged individually. On a 

national level we are assured that HaShem will judge us favorably because the continuity 

of the Jewish People is a recurring theme in the messages of our prophets.  

Torah and the Jewish People will survive and as a people we share this optimism on Rosh 

HaShana. Despite this, each person should experience some measure of trepidation as to 

his own personal verdict. His fate is less guaranteed. How will he fare as an individual? 

It is for this reason, says R’ Simcha Zissel 

Ziv, the Alter of Kelm, that Moshe 

addresses the nation as a whole, saying, 

“Atem netzavim hayom kulchem, You are ALL 

standing here today,” and then identifies 

subsets of the group. He says that 

everyone from “your elders” to “your 

water-drawers” is represented. All these 

groups together make up the ‘kulchem’ – 

all of you.  

In order to ensure personal survival, one 

should attach himself to the community 

by contributing to it. Just as the tzibbur, 

the corpus of Klal Yisrael, is granted 

success and pardon for the forthcoming 

year, one who is needed by the community 

will also be included in its success (for the most part.) Further, by finding merit and 

greatness in others, you become connected to them and part of their success. 

These contributions will not only provide meaning to others in one’s community, but they 

may turn out to be a person’s greatest ace-in-the-hole come judgment day. 

- Rabbi Dovid Hoffman in Torah Tavlin 

 

Pre-Rosh HaShana Eye Exam – Are you seeing as 

“good” as you should? 

 



During the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, the Ten 
Days of Penitence between Rosh 
HaShana and Yom Kippur, people have 
the custom of being more stringent in 
certain areas of Halacha. 
Far from hypocrisy, despite knowing that 
one may not, or does not plan to, maintain 
this practice afterwards, the intent is to begin the year on a high level, and use it as spiritual 
fuel for growth in the new year. 
The practice specifically mentioned in the Shulchan Aruch is not eating Pas Akum, the bread 

of a Non-Jew (this is an involved discussion as there 
are differences between bread baked in a home versus 
a factory.) 
The reason given for not eating Gentile bread is that 
when we break bread with someone, we become 
closer, and ultimately, someone spending so much time 
together might marry a non-Jew. 
In other words, the specific practice the Shulchan Aruch 
advocates at this time is not Shabbos, not Kashrus per 
se, but one that reminds us how special and holy we 
are.  We are not just like everyone else.We are not just like everyone else.We are not just like everyone else.We are not just like everyone else.   
If HaShem is the King, then we are princes and 
princesses!  To paraphrase a famous queen, “Let them 
eat cake - but not just “any” bread!” 

 
 

“A sweet new year”                  „HQWTMW HBWU HNw‰ 
The custom mentioned in the Gemara and Shulchan Aruch to eat various foods and offer a small 

prayer with them is quite well-known.  Apple in honey is probably the most famous, and is meant to 

enable us to pray for a sweet new year.  Someone asked, “Why the apple?  Because Rosh HaShana 

is in the fall, and apples are in season.”  It sounds humorous, but it’s an important concept as well.  

Apples are in season.  We are happy with the things we have, and ask HaShem to enable us to taste 

the sweetness of what He has given us without looking for more. 

The gemara lists certain items to eat, and the machzor has many more items.  People constantly 

invent their own such as eating peas for Peace on Earth.  You can eat meat (basar) so that we might 

have besuros tovos, good tidings, or chicken, so “Zol der Aibershter shicken der Moshiach,” (may 

HaShem send the Messiah.)   

The main thing, says the Mishna Berura, is not to get angry on Rosh HaShana (not a good idea any 

time) and to enter the new year with a happy heart, trust in HaShem, and Teshuva.  It would appear 

from the Mishna Berura that it’s not eating the foods that brings the bracha, it’s the bitachon and 

Teshuva.  So, if someone tips over your raisins and celery, relax, have a good laugh and enjoy a 

sweet new year.  

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Before asking HaShem for a good 

new year, be sure to thank Him for 

the one that just passed.   

  – Rabbi Avigdor Miller z”l 

 


