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Behar 5777-Frutility 

  

 In this week’s parsha the Torah talks of different scenarios where a Yid (who has 

fallen upon hard times) has to sell himself as a slave. One of these scenarios is where he is 

sells himself “[Le]aiker mishpachas ger”. Rashi citing Chazal, (Kiddushin 20a) explains 

that this is a place of (non-Jewish) idol worship, where the Yid's job is to do the 

housekeeping. Tosfos (ibid.) questions how the word aiker means an idol. He explains it 

is because every idol is “sofo lai’aker” - destined to be uprooted (destroyed). Mefarshim 

though, are still puzzled. Why davka here does the Torah introduce a new word for an idol?  

There are so many other places it could have used it. 

 Perhaps we can offer the following: The Gemara (ibid.) quotes the Tanna Rebbi 

Yosi bar Chanina who explains that the unfortunate and compromised situations 

enumerated in the parsha [namely, 1) Having to sell one’s possessions, 2) Having to sell 

one’s fields, 3) Having to sell one’s house, 4) Having to borrow money payable with 

interest 5) Having to sell oneself as a slave to a fellow Jew, 6) Having to sell oneself as a 

slave to a non-Jew, and 7) Having to sell oneself to an idol] could all befall one individual!! 

Yes, a Yid could trigger all this suffering upon himself explains the Tanna, when he a) 

violates the prohibition of doing business using Shemittah produce, and then b) remains 

oblivious through each misfortune that he is being punished by Hashem. Such an individual 

will make his way down this slippery slope of misfortunes until he reaches rock bottom, 

chopping wood for an idol worshipping facility.  

 Let’s analyze the prohibition that triggered this all, making money with Shemittah 

produce. Hashem commands Bnai Yisrael that once every seven years the land of Eretz 

Yisrael is off limits, and financial gain may not be made with its produce. This being so, 

one who chooses to ignore this command, trying instead to make a living with said produce, 

is practicing an act of pure futility. Whereas he may well think that his deals will bring 

long-term success, the reality is that he will see no nachas whatsoever. This is because 

Hashem personally holds the key of parnassah (Taanis 2a-b) and man has but a snowball’s 

chance in the Sahara that He will allow one to prosper financially through prohibited 

business dealings. Yes, in the short-term he may enjoy his ill-gotten gains, but in the bigger 

scheme of things his business pursuits are a pure waste of time, futility²! 

 Now we can understand why the word aiker is used for an idol. This Yid obviously 

needs a wake-up call in the hamster-wheel known as futility. He must recognize that there 

are pursuits in life that are profitless activities. So, when all previous reprimands have 

fallen on deaf ears, Hashem sends this Yid one final chance to grasp this message by having 

him assist an idol and its worshippers. Is there any greater act of futility than idol worship? 

Bowing down and paying homage to a Made-in-China statue? Even worshipping an idol 

invested with some dark powers would still be an act of extreme foolishness. Why? 

Because they are aiker, destined for the ash-heap of history. And hopefully when this Yid 

looks pitifully at the time and energy wasted by the masses in the worship of his employer, 

he will realize that he himself was no different when doing business with illegal fruit.  
Have a great Shabbos, 
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