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The Torah’s Financial Advice 
 

כי לא יחדל אביון מקרב הארץ, על כן אנכי “ 15:11

מצוך לאמר פתח תפתח את ידך לאחיך לעניך 

 ”ולאבינך בארצך.

“For destitute people will not cease to exist within the land, 

because of this I command you saying: Open, you shall open 

your hand to your brother, to your poor one, and your destitute 

in your land.”  The posuk is telling us that one should open up his 

hands to his brothers – to the poor ones, because there will 

always be destitute people.  The Torah seems to be saying that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded us to give charity to the poor, 

because there will always be poor people, which implies that if 

there would not always be poor people, then there would be no 

command to give tzedakah.  Why is this so?   

 Rashi says that because there will always be destitute 

people in your land, “laimor” – this is good advice – for your 

benefit, that you give money to your brethren who are poor and 

destitute.  The Ralbag explains that there is an additional 

incentive to give charity, as well as to provide loans to the needy.  

Poverty is a constantly changing phenomenon, and todays 

wealthy can be tomorrow’s paupers.  The charity one gives 

today, when he has the money, may result in it being returned to 

him in the future, if his fortunes are reversed and he becomes a 

pauper.   

 It says in the Aderes Eliyahu on the Gemara in Shabbos 

88b – When Moshe Rabbeinu went up to receive the Torah, the 

malachim advanced an argument and said that the Torah was 

there 974 generations before the creation of the world, and they 

had first rights to it. If the Malachim had a desire to have the 

Torah, why didn’t they ask for it years before Moshe came?  The 

Malachim were of the opinion that “ מי שאינו מצווה ועושה עדיף מן

 ,One who is not commanded to do it, but does it“ – ”מצווה ועושה

is greater than one who is commanded to do it, and does it.”  

However, after they saw Moshe come to shomayim to receive 

the Torah, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to give it to him, 

they realized that they were wrong, and that in fact, “ מצווה

  ”.One who is commanded and does so is greater“ – ”ועושה עדיף

Therefore, they now wanted the Torah, to become מצווה ועושה, 

so they complained that Moshe was taking the Torah. Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Moshe to answer them. The malachim do not 

have a yetzer hara, and being that they do not have a yetzer 

hara, “אינו מצווה ועושה עדיף” – it is better for them not to be 

commanded.  It is only for man, who has a yetzer hara, for when 

he is given the commandments, the yetzer hara tries to get him 

not to do those mitzvos. If man defeats his yetzer hara, being 

that his battle is great, he receives more reward.   Therefore, it is 

only for man that “מצווה ועושה” is better, while for the 

malachim, "אינו מצווה ועושה"  is better. In summary, when there is 

no yetzer hara it, is better to be "אינו מצווה ועושה"  but it is more 

admirable to have a battle with the yetzer hara and win, and 

therefore, “מצווה ועושה” is better.   

 The Ben Ish Chai says on the Gemara in Bava Basra 9a – 

Just as regarding an article of clothing, each and every strand is 

combined to make the larger article of clothing, so too by 

tzedakah, each and every perutah given to tzedakah combines to 

create a great number.  There are times that by one giving a 

perutah, he is not really adding anything.   For example, if 1,000 

perutos is needed to save a Jewish captive, one perutah is 

meaningless. Presumably, the captors would accept 999 perutos, 

and therefore his perutah is really of no consequence.  

Nonetheless, Chazal teach us, that the one who donated one 

perutah has a share in the mitzvah along with the rest of those 

who contributed. Another example would be with diamonds. 

While a one carat diamond may be worth ten dinar, a ten carat 

diamond would be worth one thousand dinar (although the carat 

is ten times greater, the value went up a hundred times).  

 Moshol from the Dubno Maggid – A man went to the 

market to conduct his business.  Upon his return home, he 

realized that he had lost a hundred coins.  He hurried back to the 

market place in search of his coins.  As he was about to leave, he 

found a different wallet with two hundred coins (with no 

markings or proof – meaning that he would be able to keep it).  

While he was very happy finding the two hundred coins, he still 

thought that had he not lost his hundred coins, he would now 

have three hundred coins, instead of two hundred coins.  A 

different man was walking through his field carrying a sack full of 

seeds.  Unbeknownst to him, the sack broke open, and as he 

walked, the seeds slowly slipped out onto the field.  When he 

reached his home, he realized his sack was empty.  He returned 

to the field and found that the seeds that had fallen from the 

sack had sprouted, and now he had enough wheat to fill many 

sacks.  His joy knew no bounds, for he would say, had his sack 

not broke open, he would only have a single sack of seeds, while 

now that it did, he has a silo full of grain.  The Torah tells us not 

to be stingy.  One should never think that if he withholds from 

the poor, he will be left with more money.  On the contrary, 

because we give to the poor, we are being blessed from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and our silos will overflow.   

 The Torah is saying that people should not feel secure 

with their money.  People who have a lot of money often have a 

sense of security that they will never become reliant upon 

anyone else.  The Torah is stressing that there will never be a 

lack of poor people.  Even one who is wealthy can himself 

become a pauper.  The power of money is great, and Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu can transfer that power at any time.   

The wealthy person must know that he was given the 

money in order to do good with it.  He should not feel arrogant 

and all powerful, rather he should see it as a great responsibility 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu granted him with, and he should make 

his best effort to fulfill his responsibility to Klal Yisroel.  Don’t just 

give, but think and care about what you are doing, and how you 

can be the messenger to make a difference in the lives of others.  

It is a brocha to be the giver, and if you are in that position, don’t 

take it for granted.  May we be zoche to see the geulah shlaima, 

when we will all be zoche to have all of our needs fulfilled 

directly by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   


