
 
 
 
 
 

Lessons for Life in Memory of Aaron Shalom Tepfer a”h, published by Yeshiva Darchei Torah

KADDISH  
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
 

“Yisgadel Vyiskadesh Shemei Raboh…” 

Powerful words that we hear many times daily.  

After almost eleven months uttering those words 

for my beloved mother’s neshama, I have new 

meaning and understanding that I have never had 

before, and I hope that Be’H this new perspective 

will help all those reading this to be inspired by 

this message as well… 

 Every Jew has his or her very unique 

mission in this world. Every Jew has his or her 

individual role in this world. Each and every one 

of Klal Yisroel brings their special dimension of 

Kiddush Shem Shamayim to this universe. 

Whether the Jew realizes it or not, the world is a 

better place now that he is here.  

 The Torah that is learned, the tefilos that 

are said, the kindness that is being performed, are 

bringing out a glory to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in 

ways that only this individual can. Another might 

learn the same Daf of Gemara that day, but no 

person can ever replace another. It is each 

individual’s uniqueness that is being brought 

forth when learning any part of Torah; and it is 

the special unique kindness of one Jew that can 

never replicate the kindness of any other Jew in 

history.    

 Hashem Yerachaim, when the time comes 

that a Jew must leave this world, there is a 

massive void that is created. The world is missing 

greatly the very special Kiddush Hashem of that 

one Jew that has now r’l been taken away. The 

relative of the niftar comes forward and stands 

within the Tzibur and calls out those holy words 

“Yisgadel V’yiskadesh Shemei Raboh!” Ten and 

more Jews respond to his cry and in unison that 

they call out words of Tefilah and yearning to 

Hashem Yisborach. In an unbelievable way, the 

relative is able to bring forth a Kiddush Shem 

Shamayim in the merit of his loved one who has  

 

no longer here; and in some small way the rela-

tive is able to try and fill that void that the world 

has been left with after the niftar’s absence. 

 With this great idea in mind I thought that 

perhaps we can understand the meaning behind a 

word used all over Tehillim to describe death. 

That word is ‘Dumah,’ which literally means 

silence. Why is death expressed with that word? 

What does it signify, and what does it mean to us? 

In my humble understanding it seems clear, that if 

the entire world and everything in it is singing a 

lifelong song of praise to Hashem, then all the 

more so is every single Jew in his life of serving 

Hashem Yisborach singing Shira to Hashem as 

well! A Jew that lives their life according to the 

Torah, is a life of the ultimate ‘shira’ to Hako-

dosh Boruch Hu. That song is being sung “Kol 

Zman Shahineshama bikirbo..” as long as the soul 

is within the person, but r’l when the neshama 

departs, that special individual’s lifelong song has 

r’l been silenced. And when the beloved relative 

runs into the Shul to call out ‘the song of Kad-

dish’, he is trying in every way possible to the 

play that instrument of the niftar that is now 

missing from the orchestra of this world… 

 But when eleven months ends, who will 

now fill the void? Who will now sing their song? 

Perhaps it is the deeds of the niftar, and their 

influence therein that will cause their song to still 

reverberate within the world, and continue bring-

ing Kiddush Hashem for generations to come… 

May Hashem bring true comfort to all 

those who have lost loved ones, for the void of 

their absence is missing not only from the world 

at large but from the vacuum created within their 

hearts, and may Hashem bring us to the day of 

only Simchos speedily in our time…BSD     
 

CORRECTION from last issue: Rav Gustman was not 
the one who referred to Rav Miller as the pillar of 
emes...it was the Satmar Rav. Zichronam livracha. 




