
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
יהם איש חלמו בלילה אחד )מ:ה(ויחלמו חלום שנ  

The two of them dreamt a dream, each one had his dream on the 
same night (40:5) 

It would have been sufficient to say ‘and they dreamt’ why does the Posuk 
add and point out ‘and they dreamt a dream,’ obviously they dreamt a dream?! 
The ‘Kehayom Timtze’un’ explains: The next day the Posuk states (40:6):  ויבא

 Yosef came to them in the morning. He – אליהם יוסף בבקר וירא אתם והנם זעפים
saw them and behold! They were aggrieved. Why were they downhearted 
because of a dream, everyone knows that חלומות השוא ידברו – ‘Dreamers speak 
lies’ (Zechariah 10:2)? All this is only if the dream is passing, but if the dream 
repeats over and over again – it is a sign that there is something to it. So say 
Chazal (Berachos 55b): A dream that repeats – will be fulfilled, as it states 
ועל השנות החלום אל פרעה פעמים כי נכון הדבר מעם האלקים וממהר  :(41:32)

 As for the repetition of the dream to Pharaoh – two times – it – האלקים לעשותו
is because the matter stands ready before Hashem, and Hashem is hastening to 
do it. This is what the Posuk is saying: “And they dreamt a dream” again and 
again, therefore, “In the morning he saw them and behold! They were 
aggrieved. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

Reuven feels an extremely strong need to be 

concerned for Yosef (ex. 37:22, 29), because when 

Yosef relates his dreams, he counts Reuven amongst the 

Shevatim. Reuven was concerned that his slight misdeed 

(35:22) caused him to be separated and removed from 

his family. Reuven was now relieved that he was still 

included. The question arises: Yosef didn’t do anything 

particularly special for Reuven. He only repeated his 

dream as he saw appropriate. Why did Reuven feel extra 

concern for Yosef because of this? Rav Chaim 

Shmuelevitz answers that Reuven understood the 

importance of Hakaras Ha’tov, appreciating the good 

that one does for another. Even though no extra effort 

was extended by Yosef for Reuven, Reuven felt a need 

to express his appreciation for the benefit he received. 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:11  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:49   Gra: 9:25 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:12 

Chatzos: 11:47       Sh'kiah: 4:29 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:15 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:42  

                                                 (some say 5:57) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Mikeitz 
              Candle Lighting: 4:11 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Simcha Wasserman once said a story about his father,  

Rav Elchanan Wasserman, the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Baranovich. 

“Once my father, zt”l, had to travel from Baranovich, and I was 

accompanying him to the train station. We were walking together and I was 

carrying a small suitcase for him. My father was wearing new boots that my 

mother had bought for him, which he had refused to wear until my mother 

gave away his very old and worn shoes to the girl who carried the water 

buckets through the snow. My mother explained to my father that the girl had 
no shoes and she really needed them, and it was only then that he agreed to 

wear the new ones. I could tell that something was bothering him.  

After a while he said, ‘These boots are troubling me.’ My father never spoke 

without a specific reason, so I knew that I was about to learn something.  

He said, ‘What is bothering me is that they have laces,  

and I estimate that it is going to cost me half a minute a day  

to tie and untie them when I put them on and take them off.’  

He was teaching me how valuable the gift of time is!” 

 

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

When one is carrying a Sefer Torah, he 

should hold it in his right hand.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:1) 
 

 Shabbos Treasures  

It is better to go into Shabbos when one is not extremely hungry; 

therefore, it is good to eat a little during the day so one can enjoy Shabbos 

more when it comes. However, there are some great Tzaddikim that are able 

to fast and still enjoy themselves when Shabbos begins. For these people, it 

is a good minhag to fast on Erev Shabbos (Mishnah Brurah 249:18). 

 



  
 

 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
Rabbi Paysach Krohn writes a story that took place a number of years ago in 

Brooklyn, New York. A very private, soft spoken gentleman, Mr. Blau, who 

always sat near the back of the Shul, told his Rav that he wanted to donate a Sefer 

Torah to the Shul. He said that he had hired a Sofer to write the Sefer Torah for 

him, and now the Torah was nearly complete. The Rav was incredulous. Mr. Blau 

was not known to have substantial funds and the cost of a new Sefer Torah was 

more than $30,000! The Rav spoke to the Sofer and learned that Mr. Blau had 

indeed been paying small sums of money over the years, and he recently had 

made the last payment. The Sefer Torah would be finished in a few days. That 

Shabbos the Rav announced the good news to the Shul, and everyone went over 

to Mr. Blau to wish him a ‘Mazel Tov’ and thank him for his generous gift to 

the Shul, and plans were made for the Hachnasas Sefer Torah. A few weeks later 

on a bright Sunday afternoon, the community gathered at Mr. Blau’s home and 

escorted him as he carried the Sefer Torah from his home to the street where he 

walked under a Chupah to bring the Torah to the Shul. There was dancing and 

singing, and a special meal was held in honor of the occasion. A few days later, a 

neighbor asked Mr. Blau if there was a particular reason he decided to have the 

Sefer Torah written. At first he was hesitant to talk about it, but eventually he 

relented and told his heartbreaking story. When Mr. Blau was only 16 years old, 

the Nazis took him, his parents, and his sisters from Lodz, their hometown in 

Poland, to one of the concentration camps. He was separated from his family, and 

he was placed in a slave labor barracks. One night as he was lying in bed, a Nazi 

soldier came in to check on the prisoners. He walked from bed to bed, and then he 

saw Mr. Blau. Suddenly the Nazi lunged at Mr. Blau’s feet, grabbed his leather 

boots and yelled, “These boots are mine now!” Mr. Blau was shocked. The 

leather boots had been given to him by his parents shortly before they had been 

captured by the Nazis. He treasured them because they were his last connection to 

his family. Mr. Blau was devastated. The next morning he went out of his 

barracks barefoot and found the soldier who had taken his boots. In desperation 

he ran over to him and begged, “Please give me a pair of shoes. I have nothing to 

wear on my feet. I'll freeze to death!” He did not dare to ask for his own boots 

back. Much to his surprise, the soldier told him, “Wait here. I'll be back in a few 

minutes with some shoes for you.” Mr. Blau shivered in the cold as he waited for 

the soldier to return. Soon the Nazi came back with a pair of shoes and gave them 

to the startled but grateful teenager. Mr. Blau went back to his barracks to put on 

the shoes. He looked them over carefully. They were made of wood, but he knew 

he would have to wear them regardless of what they were made of or how 

uncomfortable they would be. As he was about to put his foot into the shoe, he 

looked into its instep and gasped. The instep was a piece of parchment from 

a Sefer Torah! He froze in terror. How could the Nazis be so heartless and cruel? 

How could he step down on the words that Hashem Himself had told Moshe to 

write for all generations? But he knew he had no choice. There was nothing else 

to wear on his feet and it was either these shoes or frostbite and death. With a 

heart full of guilt, he put them on. Years later, Mr. Blau said, “With every step I 

took in those shoes, I felt like I was trampling on Hashem’s Sefer Torah. I swore 

to myself that if I ever got out of the camps alive, no matter how rich or poor I 

was, someday I would have a Sefer Torah written and I would give back to 

Hashem the honor that I took from Him by trampling on His Torah. That’s why I 

gave the Shul a Sefer Torah.” Rabbi Krohn concluded, “In his sincerity, Mr. Blau 

felt he was trampling on the Torah. Who could blame him? But what about us? 

We must ask ourselves, ‘Are we in any way trampling on the Torah, Chas 

V’Shalom? Do we, unwillingly and sometimes even willingly, violate basic 

Mitzvos of Hashem’s Torah, and in essence, trample on His words? Mr. Blau 

surely rectified his ‘misdeed’, and we should do no less!” 
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 בס"ד

 Middos       

Rav Gamliel Rabbinowitz writes that the study 

of Torah guarantees us well-being and abundance in 

this world, as well as in Olam Haba. It is related 

about the Chozeh of Lublin, zt”l, that many times, 

when he would welcome the people that wanted to 

see him and ask him for a Brachah, he would 

interrupt his visits for a short time and seclude 

himself in his room. Only after spending some time 

alone would he come out and continue to see the 

people. One of his students was curious as to why the 

Chozeh did his, so he hid in his Rebbe’s room to see 

what he did during this break. He was surprised to 

see that the Chozeh opened a Gemara, and he sat and 

learned! The student was confused and asked his 

Rebbe if he could explain his actions. He thought the 

Chozeh came to Daven in private after hearing a 

particularly difficult situation, but couldn’t he have 

learned at a later time? Why was he delaying those 

waiting at his door? The Chozeh answered his 

student that all the power he had to Bentch Klal 

Yisroel, was from the power of the Torah, for all 

Hashem’s salvations and all the Brachos in the world 

can only be found in the holy Torah. Therefore, at 

times, when he felt the strength of the Torah 

diminishing a little and he did not have the energy to 

convey a Brachah, he would excuse himself to sit 

and learn in order to receive a renewed strength from 

the Torah, and through that he would be able to 

continue to give Brachos! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

The Gemara in Bava Basra states that Rebbe 

Elazar used to give a small coin to Tzedakah 

before he would Daven. The Sefer Kav HaYashar 

writes that the relationship between Tzedakah and 

Tefilah, can be compared to seasoning food with 

spices. Just as spices brings out the flavor of the 

food, Tzedakah brings out the tremendous power 

that is locked within a Tefilah. The Meiri adds that 

the Tzedakah one gives before Davening helps to 

be an advocate to Hashem on his behalf, and this 

helps one’s Tefilos to be accepted favorably.      

Rav Meir of Premishlan used to say that many 

people Daven to Hashem for help with Parnassah, 

and if we would analyze this request, why is it that 

most people want money? The real reason for this 

is so that we can use it to give Tzedakah, do 

Chessed, and perform Hashem’s Mitzvos! It is for 

this reason that we give Tzedakah before 

Davening— it is to tell Hashem, “It is true, I am 

Davening for money, but what I really want the 

money for is to do Chessed!”  
 


