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שמיני  –פרשת וזאת הברכה 
שמחת תורה  –עצרת   

This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 

and our dear son and daughter, Jonathan & Ariella. 
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וזאת הברכה אשר ברך משה איש האלקים את בני "
  )לג, א( "ישראל לפני מותו

“And this is the blessing that Moshe, 

the man of G-d, bestowed upon the 

Children of Israel before his death.” 
 

When the Angel of Death came and said, “The 

time has come for you to part from this world,” 

Moshe replied, “Wait until I bless the Jewish 

people because they never had contentment with 

me throughout my life because of all of the 

warnings and rebukes.  I was constantly 

cautioning them and harshly reprimanding them 

so that they would follow Hashem’s path and 

keep his mitzvos.  Therefore, I cannot leave this 

world until I first bless them.”  He stood up and 

blessed them, raised his voice in tears and 

addressed the Jewish people, “Be in peace and, in 

peace, I will see you again when Hashem revives 

the dead.”  He left them with great weeping and 

they too cried bitterly.1 

 

 

 שמחת תורה
Simchas Torah 

 

All of the things that are achievable on Rosh 

Hashanah via crying and broken-heartedness 

are attainable on Simchas Torah through joy 

and dancing.  Joy in Torah unites everyone, 

great and small, learned and unlearned.  If we 

can normally distinguish between talmidei 

chochomim and simple people, between 

adherents of Torah and mitzvos and non-

adherents – on Simchas Torah, the inner 
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essence of all of us is revealed.  We are Jews.  It 

is suddenly clear that, in the heart of every 

Jew, there lies a pure, clean Divine soul that is 

filled with love of Hashem and His Torah. 

 

R’ Moshe Leib Sassover was once shown by 

Heaven that there was a great soul in Hungary 

that he had to rescue.  He crossed rivers and 

forests until he reached a meadow on a hill.  

There he observed geese being tended to by a 

ten-year-old shepherd.  The shepherd boy’s eyes 

scanned the flock of geese, the meadow and the 

blue sky and he lifted his eyes to Heaven and 

proclaimed, “Master of the World, I love You so 

much!  Thank You for everything.  Thank You for 

the shining sun and the blowing wind.  Thank 

You for the life and the health that You have 

gifted me.  Thank You for the eyes with which I 

can see all of this and the heart that can enjoy it 

all!”  The shepherd was not finished.  He spread 

out his arms and called out, with feeling,” Master 

of the World, how can I possibly reciprocate all 

of Your kindness?  How can I repay You for 

placing the inclination in the hearts of the 

townspeople to entrust their geese into my care 

and that I can thereby support my widowed 

mother?  You know, Master of the World, that if I 

knew how to pray – I would pray to You.  If I 

knew how to learn Torah – I would engage in 

Torah learning all day!  Alas… I do not know how 

to read or how to pray.  I do not know 

anything…”  After a moment of being perplexed, 

he cried out in joy, “One thing I do know and I 
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know it better than any of the other children in 

town!  I know how to make a cartwheel.  I will 

make one for Your honor!”  Immediately, he 

began performing cartwheels – over and over – 

until he reached R’ Moshe Leib’s outstretched 

arms.  R’ Moshe Leib hugged him with warmth 

and tears and instructed him to secure the geese 

and come with him.  Together, they went to his 

widowed mother and R’ Moshe Leib gave her a 

year’s worth of support so that she should allow 

her son to come with him to learn Torah.  With 

his warm heart, his pure emuna and his blessed 

talents – the young man grew and grew until he 

became one of the greatest of his generation, the 

renowned tzaddik, R’ Eizik of Kalov zt”l. 

 

Joy in yiddishkeit is the root of joy.  Nothing 

can obscure it.  Rebbe Nachman taught: “When 

he remembers well Hashem’s kindness to 

him, that He did not create him as a non-Jew, 

certainly his joy will increase very much.  

And, it is a joy that has no sadness.  For, if he 

gladdens himself in something that he did on his 

own – he can find many deficiencies in each 

thing.  However, in the fact that ‘he was not 

created a non-Jew,’ which is entirely from 

Hashem (that Hashem created him thus and did 

not create him as a non-Jew) – how can one find 

any fault in that joy?  For most undoubtedly, 

however he is – there is a major difference 

between him and the nations, beyond all 

measure and magnitude.”2 

 

The joy in Torah is the greatest joy of all.  It is a 

joy that never dissipates or dissolves.  Even 

though the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed and 

Yerushalayim was destroyed and the Jewish 

people are subjugated among the nations – the 

joy of Torah does not cease or diminish. 

 

A Jew who learns Torah is like a fish in water.  

It is his genuine life source.  He clings so 

strongly to the sea of Torah that he cannot leave 

the water.  Like a fish.  When he leaves the water, 

he feels like he is dead.  It is only good for him 

there.  There, he feels amazing.  There is G-
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dliness, limitlessness, purity, clarity.  One who 

requires purification – is purified in water.  It is a 

different world entirely – quiet, amazing, far 

from the world of dry land.  A Jew who learns 

Torah is like a fish in water.  A Jew cannot leave 

his “water.”  He does not want to leave.3 

 

The unity that is revealed on Simchas Torah is 

what Hashem loves above all else.  How do we 

know this?  The Torah refers to the holiday as 

“Atzeres.”4  The word “atzeres” derives from 

stopping (עצירה).  HKB”H stops us.  It is difficult 

for Him to part from us.  That is inexplicable.  Is 

it possible to separate from Hashem?  A Jew, 

even if he is stuck in the 49th lowest level of 

impurity, G-d forbid, is not separated from 

Hashem – as the pasuk states, “Who dwells with 

them amid their contamination.”5  Therefore, the 

tzaddikim of the school of mussar explained this 

as referring to the separations among Jews – that 

is what is difficult for Hashem, not His separating 

from us.  During the festivals – we are unified.  

On Rosh Hashanah, we did teshuva, especially for 

our interpersonal sins.  On Yom Kippur, we 

prayed together with the sinners.  On Succos, we 

bound together the four species - symbolizing 

the joining of all Jews.  And now?  Now, there is 

the danger of separations between us.  

Therefore, HKB”H gave us an additional day, 

Simchas Torah, a day of joy that unifies all of us, 

that breaks down all of the barriers. 

 

We must endeavor to connect to the holy 

souls of others and not allow superficial 

differences to interpose between our souls.  

We must always judge favorably.  We do not 

really know what someone else goes through 

– we know nothing.  So how can we have the 

audacity to judge them?  Do we know what 

tomorrow will bring and what challenges we 

will endure? 

 

We must remember that everyone is a part of the 

Divine and a child of Hashem.  There are matters 
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of the heart that no one else can see.  Every Jew, 

even if his actions are less than exemplary, has a 

good heart, good desires and a good soul.  If he 

does something wrong – he regrets it.  Hashem 

wants the achievement of all of us united.  When 

the Jewish people are united, love each other 

and forgive each other – Hashem treats us 

similarly, with kindness and compassion.  If 

we forgive our friend – Hashem forgives us. 

 

Peace is truth and strife is false.  There are no 

winners in conflicts – only losers.  The greatest 

loss is that in every place where there is 

discord and dissension – Hashem departs.  

Strife is the most terrifying thing of all.  When it 

burns in the hearts of the participants – they see 

and hear nothing else.  Contentiousness is the 

attribute that harms a person more than all 

others.  We must believe that every Jew is 

good, especially tzaddikim and talmidei 

chochomim.  Our main goal is never to become 

embroiled in fights and never to believe anything 

bad that we hear about a Jew. 

 

We can never be sure about anyone.  Only 

Hashem knows what is in hearts and minds.  

Besides, are we ourselves free of these sins – 

jealousy, fighting, etc.?  Nothing is greater than 

peace and nothing is worse than discord. 

 

Succos and Simchas Torah are times of unity, 

of love of other Jews – everyone is united, 

partitions come down, we dance and frolic 

around the holy Torah. 

 

 וזאת הברכה
And this is the blessing 

 

Moshe blessed each tribe individually before he 

died.  “Of Binyamin he said: May Hashem’s 

beloved dwell securely by him; He hovers over 

him all day long.”6  Is there a more amazing 

bracha than this?  When we are close to 

Hashem – everything is possible, nothing is 

lacking.  “But as for me, Hashem’s nearness is 
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my good.”7  We must repeat that sentence as 

often as possible.  We must make sure our 

children hear it as often as possible.  If we are 

close to Hashem – it is good; if not – it is not, 

no matter how many houses we have, how 

successful our children are, how amazing our 

peace at home is, whatever we may have – if 

we are not close to Hashem – it is worthless.  

“One thing I ask of Hashem, that I seek - that I 

may dwell in the house of Hashem all the days of 

my life.”8  Aside from that – I need nothing.  We 

must repeat this every day – not only during Elul.  

Our homes are Hashem’s house – wherever we 

are, is Hashem’s house, is a Beis Hamikdash. 

 

If a person cares only about being close to 

Hashem – he will achieve his perfection, his 

soul will merit basking in the glory of the 

Shechina. 

 

In the same vein, Moshe continued to bless each 

tribe – each with its own unique blessing.  

However, one blessing was universal: “Fortunate 

are you, O Israel: Who is like you! O people 

delivered by Hashem.”9  These were Moshe’s last 

words and Dovid Hamelech opened Tehillim 

with, “Fortunate is the man…”10  He then 

repeated the word “fortunate” (אשרי) 22 more 

times, representing the 22 letters of the Aleph 

Beis.  We recite “אשרי” three times each day to 

instill joy in our hearts - for we are part of Klal 

Yisroel.  Every person must be thrilled about this 

and about every aspect of the holiness of the 

Jewish people … for it is our life…11 

 

The only good in the world is being close to 

Hashem, having emuna in Hashem and 

clinging to Hashem.  All of our challenges, lack 

and tribulations are to bring us closer to our goal 

of drawing us nearer to Hashem.  Our task is to 

protect that bond.  Only that can satisfy our 

souls and make us happy.  The first thing we 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  When I hear about great tzaddikim who are overjoyed by the humiliation that they endure and never 

get angry at or hate their tormentors – to the contrary, they think only well of them, love them and pray for them – I am 

embarrassed.  I am so far from that.  I am so easily offended, so easily angered, even filled with hate.  Master of the World, 

help me remember that everything comes from You.  The person who hurt me is merely Your messenger.  Just as I must think 

about why I deserved this humiliation – he must ponder why he was chosen as Your implement of the same.  Master of the 

World, help me forgive - immediately.  If I am unable to do so, help me conduct inner toil and beg You to help me overcome 

my inclinations and even love the other person.  Help me remember that it is all gifts – that in the merit of these 

humiliations, if I remain silent, refrain and forgive – I will merit many gifts.  Help me remain silent and even maintain a calm 

composure.  Help me recall, in these challenging moments, when it feels like my word is collapsing, that I have You, Father.  I 

can run to You and find in You understanding, consolation, encouragement and receive much strength, even joy.  For when 

we are with You, when we feel You in our hearts – we are so happy. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me learn to thank You for what I have.  Usually, when I am lacking something and I daven for it 

and I suddenly receive it, I am so happy, so excited that I feel compelled to thank You.  But what about what I had 

beforehand?  I have children B”H, health B”H, a livelihood B”H, a home B”H and more and more – yet I do not think to thank 

for all of these.  Maybe sometimes, but rarely.  Help me to begin to thank You for E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I-N-G, from small to large.  

Even when things are difficult, dark, sad, closed off – to remember that it is all from You and definitely in my best interests 

and to thank as well.  In general, help me never cease saying “thank You” – it illuminates the darkness, opens the heart and 

transforms everything for the better. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos and a fantastic Yom Tov, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  

Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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must do each day is look to the sky and accept 

the yoke of Heaven.  Then – we connect. 

 

The more we internalize that “there is 

nothing aside from Hashem” – the better off 

we are.  Even if we make mistakes, as mere 

mortals are bound to do, the main thing is to 

want, be happy, continue and constantly begin 

anew.  HKB”H does not expect us to bring about 

the full correction – He merely wants our 

awakening and desire to house His presence – 

for us to be ashamed of our base urges and sorry 

for our failures.  HKB”H is not angry with us – He 

merely wants us to begin again. 

 

A person thinks that the richer and more 

comfortable he becomes, the happy he will be.  It 

is not true.  Happiness is connected to the soul 

and is eternal.  The soul is never satisfied by 

fleeting physical pleasures.  A person’s happiness 

depends on his proximity to truth and his 

Creator, the source of all joy. 

 

A Jew’s life can be the most pleasant and 

sweetest thing on Earth.  There is so much 

sweetness in serving Hashem and in the holy 

Torah.  Rebbe Nachman said, “Fortunate is the 

one who merits feeling the pleasantness of 

Torah.”12 

 

The bond between the Jewish people and HKB”H 

is one of love.  “You loved us and found favor in 

us.”13  It begins with You, You chose us from 

among the nations.  All of yiddishkeit is love. That 

is the power of our bond with HKB”H.  It is 

innate – like a tree, if you prune it, it sprouts 

anew.  Fortunate are we who merit living with 

HKB”H and heeding His words. 
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